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Chapter 6

Palestinian Children and the Intifada


Palestinian children living in Palestine are suffering from Israeli occupation violations of their basic human rights. These violations permeate all aspects of their lives and are compounded by the absence of protection of their rights to social, economic and cultural development. 

Israeli occupation forces have committed grave violations of the rights of the Palestinian children. Palestinian children and Palestinian people have been subjected to grave violations of the rights guaranteed to them by international conventions, especially the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Fourth Geneva Convention regarding the protection of civilian population during times of armed conflicts.

Martyred and Injured Children

The right to life is the first and foremost right, which governments must safeguard. Nevertheless, data showed that the Israeli government uses all of its might to violate the Palestinian children’s right to life. Israeli forces use all types of weaponry against Palestinian civilians in the Palestinian Territory. The force used against a civilian population is excessively disproportionate, and has resulted in a large number of Palestinian children and adults being either martyred, injured and/or disabled.

During Al-Aqsa Intifada, September 28, 2000, till February 28, 2005, 44,500 Palestinians were injured, of which 66.7% were in the West Bank and 33.3% in Gaza Strip. 

Between September 2000 and May 31, 2005, 752 Palestinian children were martyred, constituting 19.7% of the total martyrs; 329 children were martyred in the West Bank and 421 in Gaza Strip.
Detained Children


Israeli occupation authorities have been carrying out arbitrary detention campaigns since the beginning of the occupation against the Palestinian people. About 310 Palestinian children were arrested between September 28, 2000, and March15, 2005. 

The arrest of Palestinian children by Israeli occupation authorities are grave violations of the rights of the child. Such arrests are illegal, arbitrary and usually carried out without charges. They are not carried out in conformity with international standards for detention, which require an arrest warrant and formal charges before carrying out an arrest. The arrests are based on official notices supported by military laws, which the occupation authorities invented to serve their purposes. The conditions inside prisons are also violations of the rights of the child. 

Palestinian children are arrested in a terrorizing manner by Special Forces of the Israeli army (known as Mustaribeen: Israeli special agents disguised as Arabs.) who carry out cruel beating of their victims. Army troops and intelligence agents also carry out arrests after midnight. They break into homes in a manner meant to terrorize, creating fear, especially among children. The arrested person is blindfolded, handcuffed, and taken to interrogation. Israeli interrogators do not distinguish between Palestinian children and Palestinian adults and the same interrogators interrogate both men and children.

International conventions ban torture and maltreatment in prisons and detention centers including:

· No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.                                                         

(Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 5)

· Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply to an attempt to commit torture and to an act by any person, which constitutes complicity or participation in torture. 

(Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Article 4-a)

· No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, whether a state of war or a threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be invoked as a justification of torture.

(Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Article 2-2)

· No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for offences committed by persons below eighteen years of age.

(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 37-a)

Despite the above texts of international conventions, which ban torture and consider it a crime, the Israeli occupation authorities as usual disregard all international conventions and standards and subject Palestinian children detainees to all forms of physical and psychological torture. Some of the methods Israeli intelligence people use to torture detained children include:
· Covering the head and the face with a stinking bag, which distorts the mind and hinders breathing;

· Shabeh, a practice whereby a child is forced to stand up or sit down in painful contorted positions for long periods of time;

· Deprivation of sleep or going to the toilet for long periods of time;

· Deprivation of food and drink for long periods of time, or provision of bad food and the detainee would not be given sufficient time to finish it;

· Beating including slapping, kicking, strangling, and beating on sensitive body areas;

· Subjecting detainees to cold air currents in winter and hot air currents in summer by using the Shabeh in an exposed area;

· Threats including threatening detainees with bodily harm and threatening children with sexually assaulting him or her or a female relative;

· Locking up detainees with collaborators who usually attack the detainees;

· Violent shaking: the interrogators grab the detainee and systematically shake him or her violently and shaking the neck and the chest, which causes the detainee to faint. This is a serious method of torture that can lead to death.

Despite the protests of human rights organizations and lawyers against the use of such cruel methods of torture, the Israeli government in November 1994 allowed the Israeli police and the Shabak (the Israeli intelligence service) to use rough methods to force detainees to confess.  In many cases, lawyers are banned from seeing their clients under the pretext of not finishing interrogation. In other cases, lawyers are not allowed to see the prosecution evidence. Moreover, trials of children are carried out under military courts, the same as where adults are tried. Jerusalem’s children detainees suffer from grave breaches of their rights, such as when they are  locked up with Jewish common criminals, which is a big threat to their lives.

Children receive harsh sentences when tried in Israeli courts. Such sentences are far harsher than their offences. For instance, a child accused of throwing stones could receive a sentence of 18 months’ imprisonment. The sentence for throwing stones used to be six months, which means that Israeli judiciary decisions are dependent on political decision-makers. A Palestinian receives the harshest of sentences for minor offences whereas Jewish settlers, who kill children, are treated with leniency.     

After the signing of the peace accords between the PNA and the government of Israel and the redeployment of the Israeli army from Palestinian towns, Palestinian prisoners were taken into Israel proper. Such a step is a violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. This created a problem among detained Palestinian children whose families became unable to visit them. 

The Israeli prisons governors’ decision worsened recently with the limitation of the number of persons allowed to visit prisoners, depriving prisoners of seeing their families. Such measures are a grave violation of Article 37 (c) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states: “Every child deprived of liberty…shall have the right to maintain contact with his or her family through correspondence and visits.” The Israeli high court decided in 1978 to deprive detained children of education, which has made conditions worse.

Education Status and the Intifada

The Israeli measures include the closure and siege of the Palestinian Territory and banning students from arriving to their schools, and killing, arresting and insulting teachers and students, as well as shelling school buildings, closing schools, and occupying schools for use as military posts and for detention purposes. 

During Al-Aqsa intifada, Israeli occupation military forces have closed 9 schools in order to confiscate them for military posts; 269 schools were destroyed through shelling by missiles and tank shells, and during 2002/2003 498 schools were closed due to closure and curfew, in addition to 1,289 schools closed since the beginning of Al-Aqsa intifada.  

Martyred Students

During Al-Aqsa intifada, September 29, 2000, till June 8, 2005, 586 students were martyred in the Palestinian Territory; distributed by 75.3% for the elementary stage (48.3% in the West Bank and 51.7% in Gaza Strip), and 24.7% for high school, including 47.4% in the West Bank and 52.6% in Gaza Strip. 

Injured Students

Injured students during Al-Aqsa intifada totaled 3,491 during September 29, 2000 to June 8, 2005, distributed as 55.3% in the West Bank and 44.7% in Gaza Strip. 60.1% of injured were among elementary students of which 10.9% were in grades below grade six. The majority of injuries were due to rubber-covered metal bullets followed by live bullets (42.9%), and 7.1% due to inhaling tear gas and toxic gases. 50.4% of the injuries were located in the extremities and shoulders, 16.6% in the head (of which 2.2% in the eye), and 12.4% of injuries were in the abdomen, back and the chest 

Health Status

Since September 2000, the Israeli siege prevented ambulances from evacuating injured and martyrs; 78 ambulances were shelled and 9 were destroyed totally. The medical staff and technicians at hospitals and medical centers were prevented from arriving at their work places, which disrupted work and services provided for the patients, paralyzed transportation of medical aid and equipment from one place to another, especially oxygen, which is essential in operating theatres and incubators because of dismembering and isolating the Palestinian governorates. Furthermore, the siege prevented medical teams from carrying out primary healthcare programs such as vaccination of children, maternal care and doing water quality tests; many pregnant women failed to receive antenatal care at the proper time. Giving birth at hospitals was severely disrupted as pregnant women were prevented from reaching hospitals, which caused negative health impacts on mothers and babies.

Psychological Impact on Children

Palestinian children live in conditions of Israeli violence that are similar to the worst periods of excessive violations and stress against children. Israeli occupation forces use all means of weaponry against Palestinian civilians including children. The harsh situation has its worst impact on children’s psychology, hindering their social development, as well as subjecting children to direct, excessive physical Israeli violence. The degree of obvious psychological disturbance due to crises varies from one child to another according to the child’s experience and the impact of the incidents on them and the way people around them deal with the incident. 

Some of the psychological impacts on children include: absentmindedness, loss of memory and concentration, depression and sadness, restlessness, violence, disobedience, feeling unsafe thus staying with adults, bedwetting, sleeplessness or excessive sleep, nightmares, indigestion, loss of appetite. The Israeli violence has resulted in more children becoming obsessed with playing war games and their drawings became more influenced by pictures of Israeli violence.  

The Psychosocial Survey 2004, carried out by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in April and May 2004 interviewed about 3,232 male and female children, aged  (5-17) years.   

Data showed that the Palestinian children aged 5-17 years are suffering from a negative psychological attitude; 11% are suffering from extreme nervousness and continuous shouting, 10.8% from fear of loneliness, and also from fear of darkness, 8.4% are suffering from bad temper, 7.1% are suffering from frustration, 6.3% are suffering from nightmares and 4.3% have increased thinking of death.

Data showed that 30.8% of the Palestinian children were exposed to violence, distributed as 24.8% in the West Bank and 40.4% in Gaza Strip. Males were more exposed to violence than females at 34.7% and 26.9% respectively.

Data showed that the family is a source of violence for 68%, friends are for 35.5%, teachers represent a source of violence for 29.9%, and Israeli soldiers are a source of violence for 4.6%.

Data showed that psychological suffering has a negative impact on the behavior of children for 5.8%, beating, breaking things, shouting, and setting fires for 5.8%, and those practicing smoking was 1%. 

Data showed that receiving psychological consultation occurred mainly at specialized psychological institutions (21%), followed by schoolteachers (19.6%), then school social worker at 15.4%, and 14.7% consult a psychiatrist.

Data showed that 86.6% of families provide counseling and consultation when a child is mistaken, compared with 83.4% as children stated. 14.3% use cursing and insulting compared with 13.7%, according to the child.  8.2% of families stated that they beat the child compared with 9.7%, according to children’s statements.
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No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully. The arrest, detention or


 imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as 


a measure of last  resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time


  


                                                              (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 37-a)





States Parties undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of international humanitarian law applicable to them in armed conflicts, which are relevant to the child.


   


                                                          (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 38-1)
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