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Executive Summary

The basic objectives of this annual statistical report were formulated by defining a set of selected basic indicators on the Palestinian child reality in an attempt to develop a Palestinian vision on the reality of child in Palestine.

The report involves a set of selected basic indicators on child reality. These indicators make it possible to measure the reality of child status in accordance with the Child Rights Convention and the Palestinian National Child Plan. 

The various selected indicators addressed in this report include indicators on the social and economic reality; child health; educational, cultural and recreational reality of the child; children in need of special protection from the household and the society and potentials of providing this protection to vulnerable groups such as juveniles, orphans and poor children. Another indicator included in this report is relating to employed children in addition to a special chapter discussing our children in the Intifada, as there is an urgent need to formulate a group of steps and programs to harness the impacts of these events on childhood.

We hope this report constitutes an effective and valuable tool that would enable beneficiaries to understand the reality of the Palestinian child and his\ her needs in order to be able to draw a Palestinian vision and enhance levels of planning, coupled with developing constructive developmental programs that meet the needs of our children in Palestine. 

 Socio-Economic Reality

· The estimated population of the Palestinian Territory was 3.6 million in mid 2004, of which 2.3 million were in the West Bank and 1.3 million in Gaza Strip.

· More than half of the Palestinians (53.0%) were children below the age of 18 years in 2004 (1.954 million child).

· The Demographic and Health Survey 2004 indicates that fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is 4.6 children.

· PCBS estimates indicate there has been a drop in the crude birth rate over the past decade. It was estimated at 42.7 per 1000 persons in 1997 and dropped to 38.1 in 2004.

· 42.2% of Palestinian children under 18 years living in the Palestinian Territory are refugees: 37.9% in the West Bank and 62.1% in Gaza Strip.

· Data on marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory in 1997-2004 showed a widespread phenomenon of early marriage especially among females. The mean age of females at first marriage was 19.3 years, and 24.6 years for males.

· The findings of the Demographic and Health Survey of 2004 showed that females head 7.0% of the total number of Palestinian households in the West Bank compared with 9.9% in Gaza Strip.

· Data of 2003 showed that average population density per room in the Palestinian Territory is 2.0 persons.

· In 2003, the GDP in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip GDP reached US$ 3,899.0  billion.

Child Health

· Infant mortality rate dropped from 25.5 per 1000 births between 1995 and 1999 to 24.2 per 1000 births between 1999 and 2003.

· Under five mortality rate also dropped from 28.7 per 1000 births between 1995-1999 to 28.3 per 1000 births between 1999-2003.

· The data in the annual report of the Ministry of Health 2003 states that the main leading causes of infant mortality in the West Bank were premature delivery and low birth weight (33.7%), respiratory system diseases including infection (15.5%), and congenital anomalies (12.1%).

· In Gaza Strip, infant mortality caused by premature and low birth weight remained the main leading causes of infant mortality (45.9%).
· Evidently respiratory system infections and congenital anomalies are the main leading causes of deaths among infants and children under five, in West Bank 38.6% and 55.2% in Gaza Strip.
· The Demographic and Health Survey 2004 showed that 96.5% of pregnant women received antenatal care.
· The findings of the Demographic Health Survey 2004 showed that 37.4% of women who gave birth during the year preceding the Survey received injection against tetanus.

· 20.3% of interviewed pregnant women complained of persistent headache, which could indicate suffering from anemia and its negative impact on the mother and fetal health.

· Data revealed that the percentage of births occurring at governmental hospitals/ health centers stands at 53.2%, with 44.8% and 64.1% in the West Bank and Gaza Strip respectively in 2004.
· The percentage of women who received postnatal care increased from 26.3% in 2000 to 34.1% in 2004. In the West Bank, the percentage increased from 29.0% to 37.6%, while in Gaza Strip it increased from 21.4% to 29.6% at the same period.
· The data show that the percentage of children (last child born during the period 2001-2003) who were breastfed was 95.6% in 2004, distributed as 95.5% in the West Bank and 95.7% in Gaza Strip.
· In the Palestinian Territory the mean duration  of breastfed was 10.9 months in 2004.
· Data of the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 showed that 16.1% of children (last child) were weaned during the first three months of birth, compared with 14.0% in 2000.
· 9.9% of children under five years suffered from stunting and 4.9% of children suffered from underweight, 2.8% of children suffered from wasted in 2004.
· The Demographic and Health Survey 2004 revealed that 99.7% of Gaza children aged (12-23 months) were immunized against tuberculosis, whereas 92.2% of West Bank children were immunized against tuberculosis.

· There has been a significant increase between the cases of diarrhea registered while 6.7% of children in April 2000 were suffered from diarrhea. It reached 15.3% in June 2004.
· The Annual Report of the Ministry of Health 2003 showed that the number of primary health care centers run by the Ministry are 391 of which 337 centers in the West Bank and 54 centers in Gaza Strip, compared with  375 centers in 2002; 228 in the West Bank and 47 in Gaza Strip.
Children’s Educational Reality:

· At the outset of the scholastic year 2004/2005, the number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary stage was 1,043,935 students. Female students constitute around 50.2%.

· In the scholastic year 2004/2005, 10.8% of all students were enrolled in the secondary education stage, and 89.2% are enrolled in the basic stage.

· In the scholastic year 2004/2005, 69.9% (729,340 students) of total students were enrolled in governmental schools, 24.2% (252,584 students) were enrolled in UNRWA schools, and 5.9% (62,011 students) of them were enrolled in private schools.
· The number of children in kindergarten rose from 69,134 in scholastic year 1996/1997 to 73,119 in scholastic year 2004/2005, an increase of 5.8%.

· Students at basic stage increased from 572,529 in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 931,260 in the scholastic year 2004/2005, an increase rate of 62.7%. Females and males constituted 50.1% and 49.9% respectively.

· Students at secondary education stage increased from 45,339 in 1994/1995 to 112,675 students during the scholastic years 2004/2005, an increase of 148.5%. Female students constituted 51.1% of the total number students, and males constitute 48.9%.

· The number of students enrolled in vocational high school reached 5,279 in the scholastic year 2004/2005 representing 4.7% of the total number of secondary school students.

· The percentage of repetition at basic stage in the scholastic year 2003/2004 in the Palestinian Territory was 1.5% for males and 1.3% for females, while at the secondary stage, the percentage was 1.4% for males and 0.6% for females.

· The drop-out rate at the basic stage in the scholastic year 2003/2004 in the Palestinian Territory was 0.9% for male students and 0.6% for female students. At the secondary stage, the rates were 2.3% for males and 3.6% for females.

· The number of schools totaled 2,192 in 2004/2005: 1,497 basic stage and 695 secondary schools. 76.0% of schools are in the West Bank and 24.0% are in Gaza Strip.

· 76.0% of schools are in the West Bank (1,665 schools) and 24.0% are in Gaza Strip (527 schools).

· According to 2004/2005 data, most schools are connected to the electricity network and the public sewers system; however, heating is only available for 12.3% of students at governmental schools, for 9.5% of UNRWA school students and 56.0% of private school students and 53.4% of kindergartens.

· Comparing classroom density according to region in basic stage, it is noticed that the classroom density in basic schools is higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank (42.3 students per classroom in Gaza Strip and 32.2 students per classroom in the West Bank in 2004/2005).

· In the scholastic year 2004/2005, about 48.7% of kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory had computers, of which 51.3% were in the West Bank and 40.1% in Gaza Strip.

· The number of teachers in schools and kindergartens reached 41,676 in the scholastic year 2004/2005  of which 17,841 male teachers and 23,835 female teachers (42.8% male teachers, and 57.2% female teachers.

· Male teachers of basic and secondary teachers total 17,818 (45.9%) compared with 20,996 female teachers (54.1%). In kindergartens, teachers are all females except 23 male teachers (2,862 female and male teachers).

Child Cultural and Recreational Reality:

· In 2004, 71.5% of households who have children under 18 years do not have computers, 4.8% do not have TV sets, 28.6% do not have a satellite dish, and 90.7% do not have Internet at home.

· The findings of the Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 28.5% of households having children under 18 years in the Palestinian Territory have computers, with 31.1% in the West Bank compared with 23.8% in Gaza Strip.

· 28.4% have a home library compared with 15.3% in 2003.

· The Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 37.0% of children aged 10-17 years are participating in sport activities, and 29.8% are practicing drawing.

· There is a significant difference, however, between males and females, children aged 10-17 years are participating in sport activities, distributed as 56.6% among males and 15.9% among females, and 29.8% are practicing drawing, distributed as 19.8% among males and 40.5% among females.

· Data showed that 9.8% of children aged 10-17 years are members to sport club, 7.2% are members in activities at a public library, 4.5% are members to Cultural clubs and 2.2% are members to charitable association.

· 53.6% of children aged 10-17 years visited adoration houses  in 2004, and 14.9% of them visited Sport Clubs, and 10.3% of them visited Public Library. 

· Youth survey data 2003 showed that 31.9% of sampled children aged 10-17 years stated that they watch TV, 39.6% among females compared with 24.6% among males; 16.7% stated they study and review school subjects; 12.0% practice sports, 1.9% among females compared to 21.5% among males; 11.8% meet their friends; and 4.7% use the computer during their free time

· Youth survey data 2003 showed that 31.9% of sampled children aged 10-17 years stated that they watch TV, 39.6% among females compared with 24.6% among males; 16.7% stated they study and review school subjects; 12.0% practice sports, 1.9% among females compared to 21.5% among males; 11.8% meet their friends; and 4.7% use the computer during their free time.

· The statistics of the scholastic year 2003/2004 showed that 13.5% of the kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory have rooms allocated for libraries, of which 13.1% are in the West Bank and 14.8% in Gaza Strip.

· 94.0% of children in the age group 6-17 years watch TV in 2000.

· 11.2% of children in the age group 6-17 years watch videotapes programs in 2000.

· 43.7% of children in the age group 6-17 years listen to radio in 2000.

· Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 56.0% of children aged 10-17 are using computers, distributed as 56.4% among males and 55.5% among females; 62.0% among the West Bank children compared with 46.3% among Gaza Strip children use computers.

· 25.3% of children using Internet stated that they use it for study and knowledge 22.5%, 20.2% are using it for chatting and 17.8% are using for entertainment and recreational purposes, and 14.2% for mail purposes.

Children in Need of Special Protection

· Available data from the Ministry of Social Affairs (MOSA) records showed that there were 1,680 children in orphan institutions; 1,042 male children and 638 female children lived in 25 orphanages in the year 2003.

· In 2003, the Ministry of Social Affairs dealt with 7,839 children in need of special protection

· In 2003, 42.1% of the Palestinian children of the Palestinian Territory lived below the poverty line. 51.8% of the poor children are males, and 48.2% are females.

· The number of employed children was 40,139 children, representing 3.1% of the total number of children aged 5-17 years, 3.8% in the West Bank and 1.9% in Gaza Strip.
Palestinian Children and the Intifada:

· Between September 2000 and May 31, 2005, 752 Palestinian children were martyred, constituting 19.7% of the total martyrs; 329 children were martyred in the West Bank and 421 in Gaza Strip.

· During the period from September 28, 2000, to February 28, 2005  the total number martyred was 3,819, during this period from AL-AQSA Intifada  44,500 Palestinians were injured, of which 66.7% were in the West Bank and 33.3% in Gaza Strip.

· About 310 Palestinian children were arrested between September 28, 2000, and March15, 2005. 

· During the Al-Aqsa Intifada, the Israeli occupation forces attacked 269 schools in different places in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  These schools were forcefully and illegally broken into, teargas and bullets were used against students, and the premises were then bombed. And 498 schools were closed in addition to 1,289 schools were closed at the begging of -Aqsa intifada.  
· During Al-Aqsa intifada, September 29, 2000, till June 8, 2005, 586 students were martyred in the Palestinian Territory, and 7 students from illiteracy centers in Nablus and Hebron. 

· Injured students during Al-Aqsa intifada totaled 3,491 during September 29, 2000 to June 8, 2005.
· During Al-Aqsa  intifada, Israeli occupation military forces have closed 9 schools in order to confiscate them for military posts; 269 schools were destroyed through shelling by missiles and tank shells, and during 2002/2003 498 schools were closed due to closure and curfew, in addition to 1,289 schools closed since the beginning of Al-Aqsa intifada.

· The results revealed that 3.4% of the individuals in the localities affected by the wall left their education due to the security situation and the expansion and annexation wall, (5.3% west of the wall and 3.1% east of the wall).

· The results show that 48.1% pf Palestinian households in the localities affected by the Separation Annexation Wall  that have some members attending secondary education used detour roads in order to reach their schools (66.5% west of the wall and 42.3% east of the wall), and 77.6% of the households were forced to be absent from schools due to closure (73.5% west of the wall and 78.9% east of the wall).

· The results indicated that 39.0% of the households have access problem to health services because of the military checkpoints, 37.8% due to Israeli closure.

· Data showed that 30.8% of the Palestinian children were exposed to violence, distributed by 24.8% in the West Bank and 40.4% in Gaza Strip. Males were more exposed to violence than females at 34.7% and 26.9% respectively.
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