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Preface
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has adopted introducing gender and development in a study; PCBS has also monitored women issues in the national efforts to empower the woman and the man through full participation in the development process and benefiting from the activities since that constitute part and parcel of the effective and sustainable development process, which PCBS seeks to provide its statistical framework. 

Henceforth, PCBS has for long time sought to establish a statistical program that is specialized in gender issues. The key role of the program shall be to operate as a supporting element for planning and monitoring in the area of gender through finding a statistical monitoring system and conducting a number of field researches and surveys and research studies in the area of gender; in addition to developing the tools that contribute to developing the processes of measuring gender concepts indicators and issues based on international and national initiatives in this framework.

Naturally, we aim to contribute to mitigate the impact of the gap between the status of the woman and the man by providing the descriptive statistical framework that allows all those concerned in the government and the civil society to intervene through policies and initiatives pertaining woman empowerment and management of the gender issues on the national level.

The statistical strategy in this regard will allow the proper statistical environment through providing the measurement tools and monitoring systems on the extent of inclusion of the gender issues on the level of policies and sectors by raising awareness of gender issues and concepts; define responsibilities of the different parties in collecting and classifying and publishing statistics of gender issues; and set up the statistical standards including definitions and concepts and measurement tools pertaining inclusion of gender issues on the national level. Therefore, we have sought to publish the annual report about men and women in Palestine: Trends and Statistics. The report is an important statistical document and a key reference in national decision-making and measuring the Palestinian situation on the international level in the area of gender within the international measurement systems such as Beijing declaration and the millennium development goals, which affirmed the importance of the empowerment of the woman and achievement of equality in gender issues to arrive to sustainable and balanced development. The millennium development goals focused on defining objectives for narrowing the gap between males and females at all levels of education by 2015. 

We are pleased to introduce the sixth annual report on gender issues in Palestine. The report reflects the gender situations through a number of statistical indicators in the areas of population, health, education, labor market, the Intifada, and public life.

We hope the report will be an effective and valuable tool in empowering the available statistical database and indicators on men and women; raising the awareness of the policy-makers, planners, NGOs, gender advocates, and the public with respect to the effects of the development process on gender and the areas that require more attention for the purposes of policy-making, planning, and establishing lobbying groups.
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Executive Summary
Population:

· The Palestinian population is young, with 45.4% of the population aged less than 15 years (46.0% for males, and 45.4% for females). These high percentages may be explained by the high fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory
Education:

· Literacy rate among women reached 89.8% in 2006 which is an increase of 7.0% compared with 2000. Meanwhile, the literacy rate among men increased from 94.4% to 97.1%, an increase of 2.9% for the same period.

· The enrollment rate for males in the Basic stage decreased from 95.8% to 88.4% between the academic years 2000/2001 and 2006/2007, compared with a decrease for females from 98.0% in 2000/2001 to 90.0% in 2006/2007.  There is an obvious decrease in the enrollment rate for males and females during the schooling years  2000/2001-2006/2007.

· Students in the Secondary stage still concentrate in science and literature rather than vocational studies. Males concentrating in science and literature represented 26.8% and 66.1%, respectively, while other studies were about 7.1%. Females in science and literature concentrations were 23.7% and 73.2%, respectively, while the other studies were about 3.1%.

· The percentage of persons (15 years and over) who have bachelor and above in 2006 was 9.6% for males and 6.2% for females, while it was 8.4% for males and 3.8% for females in 2000.

Health:

· Women in Rural settings suffer from uterine prolapse more than those in Camps and Urban areas and women in the West Bank suffer more than those in the Gaza Strip, according to data of the Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006.

· 4.1% of women believe a husband is justified in beating his wife if she goes out without telling him, according to data of the Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006.

· Almost one third of women who ever-married received postnatal care, according to data of the Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006.

· The total fertility rate is 4.6% in the Palestinian Territory (5.4% in the Gaza strip and 4.2% in West Bank), according to data of the Palestinian Family Health Survey, 2006.

Labour Force:

· The participation rate for women (15 years and over) in the year 2001 was 10.3%. It increased to 16.6% in the second quarter 2007. 
· The percentage of women who work in the services sector in the year 2001 was 55.0%. It decreased to 49.9% in the years 2003 and finally it amounted to 42.7% in the second quarter 2007.
· The percentage of women who work as wage employees in the year 2001 was 64.0%. It decreased during 2003-2004 and eventually amounted to 48.5% in the second quarter 2007.

· The results showed that the highest rate of unemployment was concentrated among low educated males and high educated females. Unemployment rate among males who completed 13 schooling years and above reached 13.6%, while it reached 32.1% for females in the same group during the second quarter of the year 2007.
· The percentage of Unemployment for women in the year 2001 was 14.1%. It increased during 2003- 2004-2005 and eventually amounted to 18.0% during the second quarter 2007.
Al-Intifada and Public Life:

· 92.6% of ambassadors in the Palestinian National Authority are men, compared to 7.4% women in the year 2006.

· More than two-thirds of student council members are men, compared to 24.4% women in the year 2006.

· The percentage of female  Legislative Council members increased to 12.9% in 2006 compared to 5.7% in 1996. This increase is mainly due to the quota system used in the 2006 elections.

· 55.0% of the Pharmacists are men, compared with 45.0% women. There is some variation between West Bank and Gaza Strip; the overall percentage of male pharmacists in the Gaza Strip is 24.5% compared with 30.5% in West Bank, while the percentage of females pharmacists is 18.3% in Gaza Strip compare with 26.7% in West Bank in year 2006

· 55.2% of martyrs were males in the age group 18-29 years, while 2.3% of martyrs were females aged less than 18 years until 31/5/2007.
· 43.1% of male prisoners in Israeli prisons are waiting for trial, compared with 41.7% of females prisoners waiting for trial, until 17/4/2007.
Introduction

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has, since establishment, sought to provide the national statistics of the different aspects of the demographic, social, economic, and environmental life. PCBS aims through this to provide policy and decision-makers with the national statistics to be used in planning processes, drawing of policies, and benefiting the development programs of the national objectives of the society; and to meet the international requirements.

In order to realize the concept of comprehensive development and the comprehensiveness of its elements, which the women constitutes one of its important elements, PCBS has concentrated on providing the entire indicators on the level of sex for the aim of planning and policy-drawing in the area of activating the role of the woman and empowering her in the society.

To meet its role in providing statistical data on gender issues, PCBS created a special program and by its experts and the well trained staff in addition to the financial support forward to enhance the capacity of producing and disseminating  the official gender statistics using the international standards and recommendations to publish the statistical data by gender where applicable.

 Four volumes of this series were published, and in pursuance of this trend within the context of providing the necessary statistical data on gender issues,  PCBS is pleased to introduce the fifth volume of this report series to help in planning and policy making.

The Report presents a selected group of key indicators about women and men, which may provide access to studying the reality. The Report discusses five issues; the demographic indicators for the woman and the man; the formation of the household; indicators about the educational situation; indicators about Health ; labor force indicators; and indicators about the Intifada and public life, the main source of this report was the surveys which conducted by PCBS in addition to the data derived from the administrative records of the public and private institutions. The report used update data in comparison with data series for the period 2000-2007 which reflect the status of the gender issues, the main surveys used were the labor force survey, Palestinian family health survey and other surveys.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2007
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