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Preface

Pcbs is pleased to realse this specialized satatistical report on the Meteorological Conditions in the Palestinian Territory.  This report has been prepered in accordance within the framework of our official efforts for creating and establishing the National Statistical System, and providing the necessary statsitics to Palestinian policy-planner and decision-makers in water, environemt and natural resources sector.

Meteorological statistics form one of the most important parts of the environmental statistics.  In addition to its importance for studying and providing data on climatic changes, there is a strong relationship with the statistics of air quality and its pollution, energy statistics and water statistics.  This implies availabilizing precise and comprehensive data for the climatic conditions in the Palestinian Territory.

PCBS established a special program for environment statistics, that aims at building and updating a comprehensive and accurate statistical database about all environmental subjects.  This program aims to provide statistical data as a tool to control the environmental status in the Palestinian Territory. 

Recent years witnessed more attention to environment and climate statistics at the international and regional levels due to the changes taking places in environment and natural recourses. Therefore, measurement and monitoring environment and meteorological indicators became an important issue at the national, regional and international levels.

This report is one of a series of expected reports to be published by the PCBS on the environment according to the Submaster Plan for the Environment Statistics Department.  This report presents the most important indicators of meteorology provided by the Meteorological Directorate at the Ministry of Transport. 

This report concentrates on the variables of rainfall, temperature, relative humidity, solar radiation, wind, pressure and the amount of evaporation.

PCBS hopes that the findings of this report will contribute to improve the environmental status and stop the random depletion of natural resources, as well as help the Palestinian policy-planner and decision-makers in development and planning processes.

	July, 2008    
	
	                                Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

                              President
	Luay Shabaneh

President
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Executive Summary

The main findings of the time series indicate that the annual mean of air temperature over the period 1975-1996 is between 15.4 centigrade degrees in Hebron Station, and 22.7 in Jericho Station.  While the annual mean for 2007 ranges between 15.5 centigrade degrees in Hebron Station and 22.4 centigrade degrees in Jericho Station.

The main findings of the time series indicate that the annual mean of rainfall was between 48.7 mm in Jericho Station in 1999, and 942.7 mm in Nablus Station in 2003.  The quantities of rainfall ranges between 115.2 mm in Jericho Station and 574 mm in Nablus Station 2007.

The main findings of the time series indicate that the annual mean of relative humidity over the period 1969-1983 was 52% in Jericho Station, while it approaches 63% in Tulkarm Station.  While in 2007, the annual mean of relative humidity was between 52% in Jericho Station and 71% in Gaza Station.   

The main findings of the time series indicate that Tulkarm Station has the lowest annual mean of evaporation over the period 1973-1984 as it approaches 1,633 mm, while Jericho Station has the highest annual mean of evaporation as it approaches 2,342 mm for the same period.  But for 2007 the quantity of evaporation was between 1,582 mm in Gaza Station and 2,101 mm in Jericho Station.

The data of 2007 indicates that the lowest annual mean of wind speed was 2.6 km/hour in ‎Tulkarem Station at Septemper, while the highest annual mean was 20.4  km/hour in Ramallah Station at July.

The data of 2007 indicates that the highest duration mean of sunshine was 12.4 hour/day in Ramallah Station on June, while the lowest duration mean of sunshine was 4.5 hour/day in Nablus Station on December.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








