PALESTINIAN CHILDREN-ISSUES AND STATISTICS. No (15), 2012


Chapter One

Demographic Status

 (
A child means every human being under the age of eighteen years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier. 
                                                                
                 
(Convention on the Rights of the Child,, Article 1)
)


Children are an important sector in the society, and a major asset for future community 

Childhood is an important stage when the future life of a child is defined, so it has prompted many states to ensure that children are provided care for their integrated balanced growth in all aspects of mental, psychological and social health.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by United Nations General Assembly in 1989, constitutes the highest standard of attention to children, since this declaration includes a number of principles aimed at providing guarantees for survival, development and protection of children. The implementation of this convention requires a supportive environment to meet and cater for the rights of the child that is rich with incentives to encourage decision and policy makers, and all workers in the childhood sector, to work for achieving the goals of the declaration. 

The environment surrounding children is a key element in the evolution and development of the child's physical, mental, and psychological development, and affects the circumstances surrounding the way the child is raised, including the formation of ideas and beliefs, perceptions and attitudes towards the core issues relating to his life. This chapter presents the basic statistics about the environment surrounding the Palestinian child in the Palestinian Territory, including the demographic composition of the population as well as the social and environmental status in which a Palestinian child lives. 


1.1 Growth Rate
The study of age and gender contributes to understanding the demographic changes. The data showed that the population in the Palestinian Territory in mid 2011, is 4.17 million of whom 2.58 million are in the West Bank; 61.9%, and 1.59 million people in Gaza Strip; 38.1% in 2011.
















Figure (1-1) Population pyramid in the Palestinian territory in mid 2011
  Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised  estimate  based on the final results of Population,     Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine
   
The Palestinian population pyramid showed a high proportion of individuals under the age of 18 years 48.2%, while the proportion of elderly individuals is low. These percentages indicate high fertility rates and the fact that Palestinian society is a young society with a broad, young pyramid base. 

Figure (1-2) Estimated natural increase rate of population, 1997-2011
 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised  estimate  based on the final results of Population,  Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    

The decline in the rates of mortality and the stability of high fertility rates lead to a high natural increase rate of population, which requires appropriate economic and social policies to confront the implications of this increase. It has been estimated by the PCBS that the rate of natural increase in the population of the Palestinian Territory was 2.9% in mid 2011. This is one of the highest rates in the world, since the average annual rate does not exceed 1.2%.  The growth in the West Bank was estimated mid-2011 at 2.6% versus 3.3% in the Gaza Strip. 

1.2 Birth Rates
 (
The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her parents
.                         
                                                                         
(Convention on the Rights of the Child,, Article 7)
)






Figure (1-3): Estimated crude birth rates by region in selected years

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised  estimate  based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    

Birth rates are affected by many factors directly or indirectly such as: levels of fertility and birth, developed health services, the country's role in maternal and child health care. The total number of children, less than eighteen years old, reached 2.01 million in the Palestinian Territory  in 2011. The estimates point to a decline in the crude birth rate during the last decade in the Palestinian Territory. The birth rate had been estimated at 42.7 births per one thousand of the population in 1997 and declined to 32.8 in 2011. This decline is greatly correlated with the decline in fertility levels, in addition to the beneficial application of the health programs concerning reproductive health. There is discrepancy in the crude birth rate in 2011 in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip, which was 30.1 and 37.2 respectively.

1.3  Mortality
 (
State Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. State Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right to access to such health care services.
         
                                                                      
(Convention on the Rights of the Child,, Article 24)
)





The available data point out that the mortality level is relatively low compared with the current mortality rates in the Arab countries. The crude mortality rate has declined in the Palestinian Territory from 4.9 per one thousand in 1997 to 4.0 per one thousand in 2011, while there is a difference in the crude mortality rate for each of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The estimated rate of crude mortality in the West Bank reached 5.1 per one thousand in 1997 and declined to 4.1 per one thousand in 2011; while the crude mortality rate was estimated in the Gaza Strip at 4.7 per one thousand in 1997 and  declined to 3.9 per one thousand in 2011. This indicates improvement in the quality of life, opportunities for receiving medical services, improvement in health awareness among the population and improvement in health services.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Figure (1-4): Estimated crude mortality rates by region in selected years 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Revised  estimates  based on the final results of Population, Housing and Establishment Census 2007. Ramallah-Palestine    


1.4 Early Marriage
Marriage in any society has social and economic dimensions as well as dimensions reflecting the level of civilization. Data on marriage and divorce in West Bank in 1997 showed a widespread phenomenon of early marriage especially among females. The median age of females at first marriage was 18.0 years, and 23.0 years for males in 1997, whereas the  median age at first marriage in the West Bank was 20.1 and 25.4 years for females and males respectively, in 2010. The mean age of marriage among those who have a bachelor or higher degree was 23.7 years for females and 26.8 years for males in the West Bank in 2010. This reflects the role of education in reducing early marriage among Palestinians. The mean age of marriage for those who have a preparatory certificate only was 16.9 for females and 24.5 for males. 

Of all women who got married in 2010, 21.8% were under the age of eighteen years   compared with 0.9% for males.





1.5 Fertility

Current Fertility levels
Data showed specific age and total fertility rates (per thousand women) during the three years preceding the Family Survey in 2010, as is evident from the table and in accordance with current levels of birth, the Palestinian woman gives birth to 4.2 children throughout her reproductive life . As expected, the rates will not change significantly (decrease) during the coming period as the determinants of fertility interlace between levels of social and economic life in the Palestinian society and inter cultural concepts and traditions. The table indicates that the total fertility rate is higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. 

Table (1-1): Age specific and total fertility rates using the direct method  by region, 2010

	
Age group
	Region

	
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	38.4
	34.8
	44.1

	20-24
	194.0
	184.6
	209.5

	25-29
	240.4
	217.3
	278.9

	30-34
	182.1
	163.9
	214.0

	35-39
	132.9
	119.1
	158.6

	40-44
	39.7
	28.7
	58.0

	45-49
	4.2
	2.1
	8.5

	Total Fertility Rate
	4.2
	3.8
	4.9


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Palestinian Family Survey 2010,  Main Report.   Ramallah- Palestine.


 (
State Parties shall take appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether unaccompanied or a companied by his or her parents or by any other person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention and in other international human rights or humanitarian instruments to which the said States are Parties
.        
                                                                                             
                                                                                (Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 22)
)1.6 Refugee Children

Refugee status refers to Palestinians who were forced out of their lands which Israel occupied 
in 1948. The 2011 data showed that the proportion of refugees in the Palestinian Territory was 44.0% of the total population in the Palestinian Territory. On the other hand, the percentage of refugees in West Bank was 30.0% of the total population of the West Bank, while in the Gaza Strip, refugees comprise 67.0% of the total residents of Gaza Strip. Refugee children comprise 44.0% of the total children in the occupied Palestinian Territory; distributed to 29.0% in the West Bank and 66.0% in Gaza Strip. It is worth mentioning  that these ratios and distribution of refugee children conform with the distribution of refugees in general. 
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GazaStrip	
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