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Poverty indicators are the most important indicators of  socio-economic aspects of a country. In line with the mission of PCBS to produce and disseminate high quality official statistics which meet the needs of current and future users of data nationally and internationally, to extend and continue work on the development and enhancement of poverty indicators, PCBS has been working on poverty mapping project at a regional level since 2018.

The topics covered by the atlas adhere to international recommendations and are tailored to the needs of the Palestinian context to clarify the causes and scale of poverty: These maps cover the demographic and social characteristics of households, individuals and certain geographic characteristics of Palestinian localities.

Poverty maps, which are prepared for the second time by PCBS, are part of an ongoing project in the development of poverty statistics in Palestine.  

Statistics on poverty indicators were first published by PCBS in 1998. Since then, statistics have been published annually based on the data available from the expenditure and consumption survey (PECS), which provides figures for monthly household consumption. The household expenditure and consumption survey (PECS) is the main source of data for calculating poverty indicators in Palestine.  Data are obtained from the daily record book given to each household in the survey. This survey was implemented by PCBS for the years 1996-1998, 2001 and 2004-2011, and in 2017.


Survey data (as a sample survey) allows the extraction of indicators on a national level for Palestine by providing general indicators, with the possibility of publishing certain details such as the type of locality or social characteristics of the household in accordance with the sample size. However, such surveys do not allow for aggregate level indicators to be derived, and the only source of data from which indicators may be extracted is by census.

In line with PCBS strategy of the development and review of a variety of methodologies, work has taken place over the past years on the revision and development of methodologies related to poverty. The aim is to meet the needs of users by providing poverty indicators on a more detailed local level without additional costs and without being required to increase the sample size for the implementation of the household expenditure and consumption survey.
The project of poverty mapping in Palestine was initiated in 2011. This project used the data available from the expenditure and consumption survey and census.  Several stages were implemented over the last two years, beginning with a training course in the World Bank Headquarter in Washington DC and followed by two technical assistance missions from the World Bank to PCBS that included finalizing the models and holding internal workshops on poverty maps.  After that stage, a steering committee was established from the advisory council to review poverty data and develop the work on poverty maps.

The completion of this project is an important achievement in the history of statistical work in terms of the benefits achieved by using the available data without additional costs and in terms of the potential policies for the development of localities (social protection network, infrastructure…etc.).  Serving Palestinian citizens and policy makers is the ultimate goal of PCBS and its statistical work. Therefore, poverty indicators have been linked with several indicators by locality to ascertain the needs within development plans for these areas.  
 
We hope that this atlas will assist researchers, policymakers and decision makers, and will be an effective valuable tool in the development of plans and policies.  It will also raise awareness of the factors related to poverty in Palestine in order to build programs to protect and meet the needs of Palestinian society, especially the most disadvantaged localities.
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