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Preface

The existing statistics on population for West Bank and Gaza Strip are characterized by the variety of sources and differences in the disaggregation of  estimates of the traditional indicators in this field.  It is well-known, for instance, that no population census was conducted since September 1967.  Furthermore, the preliminary results of the study prepared by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics on the population register indicate that there are many fundamental gaps in its content- its present state is not useful for the production of the essential statistical estimates and indicators on the Palestinian population in West Bank and Gaza Strip.  

Different estimates for the Palestinian population in West Bank and Gaza Strip according to district and locality levels depend on their sources.  Likewise, the various administrative subdivisions of the West Bank (under the British Mandate, the Jordanian rule and the Israeli occupation) created difficulties in providing practical estimates for the size of the population in each district and locality.  The difference is due to the lack of standard definition of a locality that caused discrepancy in the population estimates of  West Bank and Gaza Strip.  

In this report we have tried to provide up-to-date estimates for the size of population in localities based on the PCBS' estimates for the total population.
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Introduction
By definition, data on the current size of small area population are only available for census years.  Other kinds of data can be relied upon to arrive at consistent estimates of the population of small areas.  The accuracy of the resulting estimates depend of course, on the data (and methods) used.  We currently lack necessary data to produce accurate population estimates for local areas.  However, current estimates of the size of small area population are required for a wide range of planning and research purposes.  Since its inception, the PCBS has received numerous requests for small area population figures, especially at the district level. 

Estimates for small area population are generally difficult to obtain.  This is due to the lack of direct information pertaining to the population of local areas, and the fact that the size of small area population is subject to considerable fluctuations over time.  Given the time elapsed since the 1967 census, any population estimate based on the census data even at the national level are of questionable reliability.  

This report provides preliminary population estimates for small areas based on other kinds of data -- a complete count of housing units, adjusted to be consistent with our estimates of the total population for the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  It should be emphasized however that the resulting figures should be used with caution. We are planning to prepare more reliable estimates in the very near future, when results from the Population and Housing Census become available.  

Previous Estimates

Various other studies provide recent population estimates for small areas, but as we have shown in a previous report (PBS 1994a), these estimates are based on doubtful procedures and questionable assumptions, and cannot, therefore, be correct. 

Based on these ad hoc figures, the PCBS has produced six sets of revised estimates for the years 1992-1996, adjusted proportionally to be consistent with our total for the West Bank and Gaza Strip (PBS 1994b). 

All the revised estimates were based on a simple ratio method, and thus the results were sensitive to the total number of localities included for each set of estimates.  Since the estimates were only revisions of previously available figures, the calculation and reporting were done using the same geographic subdivisions as in the original studies.  

Other kinds of information available from various administrative records for localities' population (i.e., symptomatic data) could be used to derive consistent estimates indirectly. Unfortunately, we had not been able to utilize even this kind of information.  In the absence of these data, we had no way to provide reliable estimates for small area population.

Revised Estimates
More recently, new data and results that enable us to arrive at reliable estimates of small area population have become available.  These include, the number of housing units in each locality as shown on recently updated geographic maps, the total number of localities as provided by the Community Survey (1994), and  vacancy rates and estimates of the quality of the maps as provided by our continuing household listing operations. 

Here, we use these data and our estimate of the total population as reported in a previous publication (PBS 1994b) to obtain the revised estimates.  Estimates for the entire country are generally more accurate than for its geographic subdistricts.   We therefore adjust available estimates for small areas to agree with the estimated national total, using a simple ratio method. Our estimates are derived in a series of steps described below.

1. A total list of localities was obtained from the Community Survey of 1994.

2. The total number of housing units in each of the localities in 1 was obtained directly from the maps. 

3. The vacancy rates and error rates on the maps were calculated separately for Gaza Strip and West Bank by type of locality, using results from the current Household Listing operations. 

4. Revised estimates of occupied housing units in each locality was obtained by multiplying the counts in 2 with the appropriate rate in 3. 

5. Localities' shares of the total number of occupied housing units was obtained for the West Bank and Gaza Strip separately, using the revised figures in 4.

6. Revised population estimates for small areas were calculated by multiplying the ratios obtained in 5 with the 1996 mid year total population estimate, first for the Remaining West Bank and then for Gaza Strip. 

7. Population estimates for the annexed East Jerusalem localities are readily available from PCBS.  The estimates are based on official ICBS data, adjusted for underestimation (see, PBS 1994b).  This was done because the number of housing units by locality for East Jerusalem is not available.

The resulting estimates for the localities seem reasonable when checked for consistency with other sources.  The revised estimates were partially checked for consistency with estimates based on the recently established voter register.  The results were remarkably similar. 

It should be pointed out that the estimates were not adjusted for nonhousehold population, such as Bedouins and group quarters.  This is because we do not currently have information on the size of these population.  However, we believe that the size of this population is not large enough to produce serious bias in the revised estimates. 

The resulting population estimates by district and locality are presented in the table.
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Annex No.1

Field work operations have shown that some small localities are not completely independent of other localities.  Data on these localities are included within the main locality they relate to.  Following is a list of these localities distributed by district or main locality.

District
Main locality
Minor Locality
Remarks











Hebron
Dura
A’raqan A’wad

Al- Tabaqah

Al- Raefadah

Kreisah

Khrab Abu Al-Rub
These localities belong to Dura from geographic and social viewpoints.  The identity cards of the inhabitants are registered at Dura.  Although they lie outside Dura’s boarders according to the Israeli geographic divisions, they are dealt with as quarters within or belonging to Dura city.







Abu Al-A’saja
Abu Al-Ghuzlan
These localities lie beside the main Hebrew - Bir Sheiva’ road.  They are separated by the main road.  The services are separate and independent in each of them.  Both of them belong the Dura.  However, Abu Al- Ghuzlan was classified under Abu Al- A’saja because the latter is bigger than the formes.







Al- Samu’
Al- Sima 

Rafat
Quarters belonging to al- Samu’.

There are representatives from both of them in Al- Samu’’ village council.  Services in both of them are from Al- Samu’ village.







Al- Dhahriyyah 
Innab Al- Saghir
A quarter belonging to Al- Dhahriyyah.








Um Al- Daraj
A quarter belonging to Al- Dhahriyyah.








Duma
A locality belonging to Al- Dhahreyyeh village council.

It receives all services including water and electricity from Al- Dhahreyyaeh to whom it is related from geographic and socio demographic points of view.

District
Main locality
Minor Locality
Remarks













Shweikeh
Seasonal meeting place for cattle owners who have Al- Dhahreyyeh I.D. Although the locality is geographically separate, its families relate to al- Dhahriyyeh.

This place belongs to Al- Dhahreyyeh according to the current administrative divisions. 







Bani Naim
Arabiyyeh
One of Bani Na’im’s quarters that lie in the north eastern past of the village.  If constitutes a natural part of the village and receives all services from the village council.  Its citizens have Bani Na’im’s I.Ds.


Yatta
Ruq’a
The northern quarter of Yatta







Al- A’dasiyyah
Wadi Al- Reem

Jrun Al- Luz
Places lying in the eastern part of the village.  These is no authority in any of them. Their families relate to al- A’daseyyah although they are geographically separate.







Al- Shyukh
Smak Al- Gharbeyyeh Qfan

Al- Khamis
They lie in the southern part of the village and constitute two of its quarters.







Beit Ula
Ras al- Jura

Um A’las

Qila
Quarters of Beit Ula village







Ithna
Bit Imsallam
One of the quarters of Ithna lying in northern part.  Hebron- Beit Jibrin high way separates it from Ithna.







Imreish
Abdah Al- A’laqa  Al- Fuqa

Al- A’laqa - Al- Tehta
These places constitute one geographic unit that belong to Dura from administrative and socio demographic points of view.  They lie in the south of Dura near Hebron- Bir Sheiva’ highway.  They were classified under “Imreish” because it have more population and a Mukhtar.  They have independent services.

District
Main locality
Minor Locality
Remarks












Wadi Al- Shajaneh
Hafayer Basm
Part of Al- Shajaneh containing a small number of houses.  It lies in the southern part of the village near Hebron- Bir Sheiva’ high way.







Al- Kum
Beit Maqdum

Al- Mura’q
Single geographic unit related to Dura from socio demographic and administrative points of view.  This geographic unit lies in the southern part of Al- Kum near the Green Line.







Hebron
Hamsa

Al- Bawayrah

Al- Baqa’
Agricultural area inhabited by one family.

Al- Bawayrah and Al- Baqa’ lie in the northeastern part of Hebron.  They are agricultural areas inhabited by people who receive services from Hebron.  They belong to Hebron form Administ rative point of view.






Beith Lehem
Al- I’beidiyyeh
Al- Hasasneh

Al- Rabaya’h

Abu Sarhan

Dar Masabih

(Misbah)
These names refer to quarters at Al- I’beidiyyeah.  Each name is desived from the name of the family (Hamula) living in the quarter.  They from Al- I’beidiyyeh village.







Dar Salah
Jahdam

Khirbat Um Al- Qisis

Um A’saleh
Names of quarters froming the village.







Tau’
Al- Lweizeh

Al- Arzeh

Al- Masabih

Khirbit Tqu’
Quarters forming Tqu’ village.








Al- Manshiyyeh

Wad Meheimed

Al- Halqum

Khirbit Al- Deir
These localities belong to Tqu’ although they are geographically separate.







Al- Shawawreh
Fakhet Al- Jul

Al- Hadaydeh
Quarters at Al- Shawawreh.

District
Main locality
Minor Locality
Remarks












Za’tarah
Dar Salman
Part of Za’tarah







Bittir
Al- Sharafa
A quarter at Bittir






Tulkarm
Tulkarm
I’zbet Nasir

I’zbet Jarud
Quarters of Tulkarm city











Nablus
Beita
Za’tarah

Bir Quzah
Very small localities each of which comprises some houses.  They belong to Beita.







Al- Nassreyeh
Beit Hassan
A quarter of Al- Nassareyeh village.

Annex No.2

Name of localities that do not exist in reality

The following names do not exist as localities at all in reality.  It was found that these names refer to mountains, valleys or natural geographic areas.

District
Name




Hebron
Khirbit Washha


Shia’b Mtarid


Wadi




Beithlehem
Khallit Al- Habasheh


Al- Rihaniyeh


Um Al- Batum


