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Article (2)

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is requested to compile, tabulate, and disseminate statistics on all Palestinians wherever they reside. 
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Preface

Since the PCBS has adopted the formidable task of providing statistical data for improving developmental decisions based on solid scientific criteria, all possible efforts have been dedicated to identify gender issues that affect the course of developmental policies directed towards the society. The recommendations derived from the user – producer dialogue directed our attention to provide statistical data in various top priority issues, like ownership and access to resources. 

Thus, providing statistical data on ownership and access to resources has been one of the key issues concerning us at the PCBS. As one of the basic human developmental indicators based on equitable opportunities for both Male and Females, we focus on compiling data on decision making at the household level such as: participation in taking main decisions concerning the household or a household member, like selection of a spouse. Other key issues include Females contribution in the household income along with credit, credit sources and reasons of resorting to credit. Similar attention has been paid to statistical data on Females right to inheritance and identification of reasons causing them to be denied access to such  right.

This report presents the main indicators of ownership and access to resources in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. In  planning and implementing the survey, we stressed the cruciality of providing statistical data on various related subjects including Male and Females ownership, participation in taking the main decisions of the household, and the percentage of Females denied access to their rights to obtaining their share of inheritance along with the reasons of denial.

The PCBS hopes that it would manage through issuing this report, to bridge the existing statistical gap in the field. The PCBS also hopes Palestinian planners, policy makers, decision takers and other concerned parties make optimal use of the findings of the report in drawing effective plans and making solid decisions in the field. 

August, 1999
Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D

President
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Chapter One

Introduction
Effective Policy/decision making and planning stresses the need for an efficient official statistical system capable of providing reliable statistical information.

Description and analysis of of women’s circumstances in terms of their access to or control of resources reflect women’s actual participation or contribution to decision making at the household level.
Lack of information and statistical data on women’s contribution to the household, ownership of a land, real estate or enterprise makes it impossible to provide a clear picture of women’s reality and ability to take decision or take part in decision making.

Thus, this survey constitutes a serious and solid attempt to provide an objective overview of women’s conditions and women’s work (side by side with men in encountering the challenges of the 21st century), as well as providing a data base offering essential indicators on ownership and access to resources. Resulting indicators are among the most crucial indicators needed to measure development in the Palestinian society.  
The basic objective of the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey is to provide basic statistical data necessary for policy making at the national level. In order to do so, the survey will provide information on:
- Ownership and access to resources for both men and women in relation to geographic data, sex, age, educational attainment, marital status and employment status.

- The reality of both men and women in terms of land ownership, real estate, and investment projects.
- Ownership resources for both men and women.
- The percentage of women’s contributions to the household income.   
- Women’s participation in the household’s main decision-making. 
- Men and women’s freedom to select spouse and when to get married. 
- Men and women’s credit opportunities and sources along with pertinent justifications. 
- The sources of the household’s resorts when it is unable to meet the basic necessities and requirements.

-   Women’s participation in settling the household’s financial problems.
- Women’s acquisition of inheritance and the main problems undermining their ability to enjoy such a right.
This report is comprised of five main chapters in addition to the tables derived from the findings of the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey conducted in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Chapter One presents the introduction to this report along with the survey program and objectives. Chapter Two includes the definitions and the main nomenclature used in this report. Chapter Three focuses on the findings of the survey. Chapter Four presents the methodology adopted in tackling the various aspects of the survey, i.e. questionnaire, pilot survey, sample size, response rates, fieldwork mechanism, and data processing. Finally, Chapter Five analyzes the quality of the survey data.
Chapter Two

Definitions and Main Terminology
Ownership
This term refers to individual ownership or possessions, which is one of the tenure types that enable the person to completely control what he/she owns in terms of money, real estate, buildings, or economic projects.  




Access to Resources
This term refers to the free utilization of productive resources, even if the concerned person might not own them. This applies to free access, borrowing, and rent. It should be noted that access to a commodity might not necessarily mean ownership or complete control.




Household
One person or more (related or not) living together in the same housing unit or part of it and who make common provisions (arrangements) for providing themselves with food or other essentials for living.




Head of the household
The person recognized as head of household by its other members. Often he/she is the main decision – maker or responsible for financial support and welfare of the household.




Illiterate
A person who can not read, write nor understand a short abstract of his\her life and has not accredited any formal educational certificate.




Can read and write
The individual who can both read and write but has not obtained any formal educational certificate. The individual can only read and write a simple sentence.




Employer
A person who operates his or her own economic enterprise or engages independently in a profession or trade, and hires one or more waged employees.




Own-account worker (self – employed)
A person who operates his or her own economic enterprise or engages independently in a profession or trade, and hires no waged employees.




Employee
A person who works for a public or private employer and receives remuneration in wage, salary, commission, tips, piece-rates or pay in kind.







Unpaid family      member
A person who works without pay in an economic enterprise operated by a related person living in the same household.




Unemployed
Unemployed persons are those individuals aged 10  and over who did not work at all during the reference week,  and who were not absent from a job during the reference week. Persons who worked in Israel or were absent from work due to closure are considered unemployed.




Never married
The individual aged 12 and over who did not actually marry or legally engage according to the existing norms and traditions.




Legally engaged
The individual aged 12 and over who was legally engaged, but did not actually marry.




Married
The individual aged 12 and over who was actually married according to the existing norms regardless of whether he\she is living with a spouse.




Divorced
The individual aged 12 and over who was married but whose marriage was revoked by a legally registered divorce, and did not marry again.




Widowed
The individual aged 12 and over who was married, but his\her marriage was revoked because of the death of the partner, and did not marry again.

Chapter Three

Summary of Findings
This chapter presents the main findings and indicators of the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey in the Palestinian Territory, along with the main characteristics of the persons aged 18 years and over. The following is a brief presentation of the main indicators:  
3.1 Women’s Ability to Manage Property
The percentage of men who thought women   could  manage their property well, amounted to 28.0% of the total number of men aged 18 years and above, compared to a 35.0% of women in the same age group. Some regional and gender  differentials exist in this regard: Whereas 30.0% and 40.0% of men and women in the West Bank think women can manage their property well, 23.0% and 25.0% of men and women in the West Bank think women can do that.  
3.2 Main Decision-Making 

The findings of the survey indicated that main decisions in the household are taken in consensus with the participation of household members, according to 88.0% and 92.0% of men and women respectively in the Palestinian Territory. 

The percentage of whom said that the main decisions in the household are taken in consensus with the participation of household members. In the West Bank, 85.9% of men and 90.8% of women agreed to this statement where is in Gaza, the result reached a 92.1% and 94.2% of men and women respectively.

3.3 Freedom to Select Spouse and When to Get Married 

The percentage of married men (aged 18 years and above own) who took their decision to get married by themselves amounted to 73.0% in the Palestinian Territory, compared to a 53.0% of women in the same age group. Regional differences exist between men and women at the community level. In West Bank, 65.5% and 43.5% of men and women respectively, compared to 84.5% and 78.7% of men and women respectively in Gaza Strip who took their marriage decision (when and to whom) by themselves.
3.4 Individual Ownership 

The findings of the survey indicated that 52.0% and 8.0% of men and women in the Palestinian Territory (in the age group 18 years and above) own a house, real estate, or a share in possessed house or real estate.

3.5 Inheritance 

The percentage of women entitled to inheritance (although unable to get their share) amounted to 68.0%, with some differentials between the West Bank (74.1%) and Gaza Strip (47.1%).

3.6 Decision Making in Family Planning

The findings of the survey indicated that 86.9% of husbands said that the decisions making in family planning was shared compared to 83.7% of spouses who said that the decision is done by sharing with husbands.
3.7 Contribution to the Household Budget

The findings of the survey indicated that 87.3% of women and 18.9% of men (aged 18 years and above own) said that they don’t contribute to the household income
3.8 Sources of Borrowing

The findings of the survey indicated that 17.1% of male (aged 18 years and above) got loans from banks compared to a 6.2% of females.

While in West Bank, the findings indicated that 15.1% of males and 2.6% of females where able to obtain loans compared to 19.6% of males and 8.1% of females in Gaza Strip.
Chapter Four

Methodology

4.1. Introduction

These chapter presents the methodology used to implement this survey. The main concepts of the survey plan are as follows:

- Offer an objective vision of women and men’s conditions and construct a database providing essential indicators on ownership and access to resources. 

- A stratified – 3 statistical stage random cluster sample was used in this survey to ensure optimal coverage of the Palestinian society in the survey. 

- Data collection was carried out between 2/1/1999 and 3/2/1999.

- Use Kish Method in the selection of a household member in order to ensure random selection.

- If the persons targeted in the survey for interviewing and questionnaire completion are not available, a new appointment should be made for another visit.  

- The interviewer personally completes the section allocated for the individual in the household roster. Irrespective of the reasons that caused the intended person to be unable to provide required data, the interviewer will not complete that section from any other household member.

- Make the household visits schedule “Interviews Time” more flexible, e.g. between 10:00 a.m. and 06:00 p.m. This makes it possible to avoid males non-presence during mid-day time. 

4.2. Questionnaire 

The questionnaire of the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey consists of two main sections:

First Section: It involves the identification Data, the household roster for members aged 18 years and above, and the demographic and socio–economic data of the household members.

Second Section: It refers to the individuals questionnaire (aged 18 years and above), which is comprised of the following sections:

- Identification Data: This section comprises the household serial number, the number of the individual as stated in the household roster, the full name (first, middle and surname), community name, and field worker name.

- Individual questionnaire: It involves questions directed to men and women, questions directed to married persons, questions directed to ever married persons, and questions directed to women only. 

A team of two field workers, one supervisor, and a field work coordinator implemented the pilot survey.

4.3  Target Population and Sampling Frame:

Target population: The target population comprises all Palestinians aged 18 years and above living in the Palestinian Territory (West Bank including Jerusalem and Gaza).

Sampling Frame: In the first stage of selection, the sampling frame consisted of a list of all the enumeration areas (EAS) used in the Establishment and Household census 1997.

In the second stage of selection, the sampling frame consisted of lists of households living in the sampled enumeration areas; these lists have been prepared in the Establishment and Household census 1997
In the third and last stage of selection, the sampling frame consisted of a list of all the household members aged 18 years and above; the field worker prepared the list.

Sample Design:

The sample is a multi-stage stratified cluster random sample.

       

Stratification:



Three levels of stratification were used:

1. Stratification by Governorates.

2. Stratification by place of residence, comprising: 

(a) Urban
                   (b) Rural                 (c) Refugee Camps 
 

3. Stratification by enumeration area identification within the locality.



Sample Size:

The sample consisted of 4480 compleeted questionnaires for persons aged 18 years and above distributed over 188 enumeration areas.



Estimations Procedure:

To calculate the total Y for a given sub-population A, we introduce the following formula:
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Where:
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Means and proportions are special types of ratios. In the case of the mean, the variable X, in the denominator of the ratio, is defined to equal 1 for each element so that denominator is the sum of the weights in the sub-population.

In the case of proportions, the variable X in the denominator is also defined to equal 1 for all elements. But, in addition, the variable Y in the numerator is binomial and is defined to equal either 0 or 1, depending on the absence or presence, respectively, of a specified attribute in the element observed.

Calculation of Variances:    

It is very important to calculate standard errors for the main survey estimates so that the user can have an idea of their reliability or precision.

The variance has been calculated using the method of ultimate clusters.  Within any domain of estimation, for a sub-population A, and for a characteristic Y, the formulas are:

The variance of an estimator of Total is estimated by:

(3)
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The formula (3) is an unbiased estimator for the variance.

The variance of an estimator of a ratio is estimated by:
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and:
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Sampling Weights:

Sampling weights have been adjusted for two reasons:

1. To adjust for non-response and incomplete cases

2. To adjust for sex ratio since the ratio of males in the compleeted sample is shown to be greater than the female ratio, therefore, weights should be used in the estimation procedures to avoid possible bias.  

4.4. Pilot Survey
The pilot survey aimed at implementing a comprehensive check of the survey tools (questionnaires, training manual, …etc), field work mechanism, the sampling mechanism used in individuals inside the households, data processing, schedule of survey activities, and estimated costs. Throughout the period October 23rd - October 26th 1998.

Certain modifications were made on the questionnaire, field work mechanism and individuals selection mechanism (Kish Method) based on the notes and remarks obtained from the pilot survey. 

4.5. Field Work Operations
The field work team of the survey consisted of 32 field workers, 4 supervisors, and two editors distributed by their residence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The members of the field work team were given sufficient theoretical and practical training courses. The members were selected from the field workers, supervisors and editors that participated in the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997. 
4.6. Data Processing
ORACLE and SPSS were used in the processing of the survey data. These data underwent data entry in a three–file–data entry program, representing the three sections of the questionnaire. In designing the data entry program, the programmer took into account establishing relations among the questionnaire data, which is highly crucial for error detection and monitoring data.
Chapter Five

Data Quality
Data quality is ideally conceived as the closest estimate to the real or accurate value. The real value, which is normally unknown, is the value that results from completely accurate data collection and processing in relation to the various units of the statistical society. Error in the estimates of a certain survey is defined as the difference between the estimate and real value of the estimated quantity. Errors, in this respect, may be divided into two types:

1. Statistical\ Sampling Errors:
Errors resulting from the study of a part\ parts (sample) of the statistical society and not all units of the target society. As the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey is a sample survey, there must be some sampling errors. In order to decrease statistical errors as much as possible, it is imperative to use a sample with a with a probability design suitable for calculating errors all the time. This means that there is a chance for any unit of the statistical society to be selected in the sample. The calculation of variance for the Ownership and Access to Resources Survey indicated that the data of this survey are of a high quality.

2. Non–Statistical (Non-Sampling) Errors

Non–sampling errors resulted from the peculiarities of this survey. Examples of non-sampling errors are:
- Absence of (some) household members from the house during the day due to their work outside the house.

- Travel or moving to another new apartment or dwelling during the survey.

- Inability to appropriately provide certain data due to old age or a handicap. 

- Vacancy of dwellings selected in the sample.

- Refusal of some households to cooperate by providing needed data.

We tried to minimize the effects of those errors on data quality as much as possible by:

- Selecting the team work from persons experienced in the surveys.

- Holding a training course for the team work on questionnaire contents, sample and field work.

- Re-visiting the households that were not available in the first visit.

- Involvement of the supervisor in handling non–response cases.

- Re–interviewing some of the respondents by the supervisor.

- Weight adjustment to make up for a lack of completion.  
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