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Preface

Since its establishment in 1993, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has been trying its best to provide basic official statistics on most aspects of the Palestinian life in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Our continuos revision and assessment of the available statistics on the Palestinian socio-cultural life suggest’s that a comprehensive survey on the culture is needed.  In fact, you can hardly find any estimates on key indicators concerning the life styles and individual knowledge, attitudes and practices vis-a-vis reading habits, radio listening, TV watching, ... etc.  

This report presents, for the first time ever, estimates for key indicators concerning the current status of Palestinian culture.  These indicators have been measured at the household level through direct and proxy interviewing of more than 1,100 households, which have been randomly selected from the households being monitored in the ongoing labor force survey during the period 13/4/1996 until 16/5/1996.  The results are presented at the national, regional (West Bank and Gaza Strip) as well as  the Type of Residence level.  Cross-tabulation by selected demographic and social background variables are also provided.
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Summary

1. Introduction

Aavailable statistics on Palestinian society in the West Bank and Gaza Strip indicates a lack of any data pertaining to Palestinian Culture.  This situation has urged PCBS to conduct a household survey on the subject, making it possible to describe and assess some aspects of  Palestinian cultural reality.

This study is based on a household survey conducted during the period from 13/4/1996 until 16/5/1996. It provides basic indicators on various aspects of Palestinian culture, especially on the cultural behavior and practices of individuals. A special questionnaire was designed in accordance with UN standards and recommendations in the field of culture statistics while taking the peculiarities of Palestinian culture into account. The questionnaire covers the following items:

1.  Availability of household library and subject of available books

2.  Inherited verbal culture

3.  Reading books and newspaper

4.  Radio listening

5.  Television viewing

6.   Visiting cultural institutions

7.  Recreational and leisure time activities

2. Terms and Definitions

Education
The highest educational stage completed by the respondent.    Two levels were used in this report:

     1- Less than secondary

     2- Secondary and higher.



Household
One or a group of persons living together who make common provision for food or other essentials for living.  Household members may be related, unrelated, or combination of both.



Labour Force Status
Classification of individuals in the working age (15 and more) into economically active, and not economically active.



Newspaper Reading
Whether the person is accustomed to reading a newspaper or more regularly, i.e. at least four-days a week.



Locality
Cities, villages or camps. Localities with municipalities are classified as cities while localities with no municipal council or camp administration are classified as villages. Camps are inhabited by Palestinian refugees.



Public Library
A library serving the country or a specific area. The beneficiaries could be members of the whole society or of a certain area in return of a fee or not.  It could be general or specialized in a certain area of knowledge, e.g. medicine, engineering, military science...etc.



Radio Listening
Whether the person is accustomed to listening to radio  and follows up broadcasted programs regardless of place and time of listening.



Reading Habit
The person reads regularly for the sake of increasing knowledge of promoting culture, e.g. preparation for lectures or exams or any other purpose.  Type and time reference of reading are not of special interest here.



Region
The Palestinian Territory was divided for the purpose of data dissemination into two main areas: The West Bank and Gaza Strip.



School Attendance
Whether the person is enrolled at school or not.



Television Viewing
Whether the person is accustomed to watching T.V programs regardless of type or place  and time of watching.



3. Main findings 

3.1 Availability of Home libraries

The results indicate that 22.9% of the Palestinian households in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (WBGS) own libraries.  The percentage varies slightly between the two regions, i.e. 22.1% in West Bank  and 24.9% in Gaza Strip.  The percentages in the  city, village and camp are 25.1%, 18.8% and 31.8%, respectively.

3.2 Folktale Narration

About 25% of the Palestinian households talk about myths with nearly no difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, but in Gaza Strip, households enjoy folktales and stories more than in the West Bank.  Nearly 70% in Gaza Strip enjoy folktales and 65% enjoy stories whereas in the West Bank 59% enjoy folktales and 60.5% enjoy stories.  On the other hand, the other types of folktale narration’s, namely, humorous stories; poetry and folk songs; sayings and proverbs; and puzzles and riddles, are more enjoyable in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip.

3.3 Reading

About 55% of individuals aged 9 years old or more in West Bank and Gaza Strip practice reading,  with little difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, i.e. 54.1% and 56.6%, respectively.  The results  indicate that the rates are not that varied among the city, village and camp (56.3%, 53.0% and 57.9%, respectively)

Regarding the sex difference in practicing reading, the survey indicates that males practice reading more that females: 58.2% for males and 51.5% for females.

The results of the survey show that there is a significance difference in reading practice among those attending school than those who are not (98% among those who are attending and 35.5% among those who are not).

The results show also that 30.9% of the individuals aged 9 years and more in West Bank and Gaza Strip read newspapers.  However, newspaper reading is more common in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip (36.2% in the West Bank and 20.3% in Gaza Strip); among city residents (33.9%) more than village (30.7%) or camp (25.6%) residents, and among males (36.1%) than females (25.4%).

3.4 Television Viewing

The majority (88.8%) of the individuals aged 9 years and more in West Bank and Gaza Strip watch Television.  However, the rate in the West Bank (91.6%) is higher than in Gaza Strip (83.3%).  Camp residents are less likely to watch T.V (84.4%), compared to city (89.1%) or village (90.4) residents. 

The most favorite Television shows for persons aged 9-14 years are carton films and entertainment programs.  Persons aged 15 years and more prefer to watch entertainment programs followed by news.  When comparing the most favorite programs by place of residence, it was found that entertainment programs hold the first place, and then news programs regardless of where the person lives.

3.5 Radio Listening

The percentage of persons listening to radio in the age group 9 years and more in the West Bank and Gaza Strip amounts to 56.6% (57.8% in West Bank and 54.1% in Gaza Strip).  The findings show little difference among persons listening to radio by place of residence or sex.

Radio Listening varies by age.  It’s more common among persons age 30-49 years as  69.5% of the persons in this group listen to radio one hour or more a day.

3.6 Visiting Cultural Institutions

The results show that 12.7% of  individuals aged 9 years and over visit sport and cultural clubs; 5.6% visit museums; 15.0% visit exhibits; 5.3% visit theater; and 10.4% visit public libraries.  The results  indicate that persons with at least General Secondary Certificate are more likely to  visit all types of cultural institutions compared to others.

3.7 Recreational and Leisure Time Activities

The results  pertaining to individuals aged 9 years and over show that 5.3% practice writing; 2.1% play music musical instruments; 9.3% participate in activities initiated by clubs; 11.6% participates in athletic games; 2.6% participate in dancing and music and 12.7% attend public lectures and seminars.

4. Methodology
4.1 Questionnaire

The questionnaire was designed in accordance with UN standards and recommendation and   based on the experience of some developed countries in the field of culture statistics.  It consists of two main sections:

Household schedule: It includes questions on households ownership of libraries, subject of available books, if any,  and cultural heritage.

 Individuals schedule: It includes questions on participation in cultural activities by individuals aged 9 years and over.  The questions cover the following:  Reading habit and time spend on reading per week; newspaper reading habit; television viewing; radio listening; visiting cultural institutions; and recreational and leisure time activities. 

4.2 Sample Design

The target population consists of all Palestinian individuals aged 9 years and above living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, excluding nomads and persons living in institutions such as prisons, shelters, etc.

Stratification

Four levels of stratification have been made:

1. Stratification by District.

2. Stratification by type of  (Locality) which comprises: 

 (a) Municipalities
(b)Villages
(c) Refugee Camps

3. Stratification by locality size.

4. Stratification by cell identification in that order.

Sampling Unit

First stage sampling units are the area units in the master sample.  The second stage sampling units are households.

Sample Size

The sample size is about 1,230 households allowing for non-response and related losses.  This amounts to a sample of around 5,350 persons aged 9 years and more.  The sample size is large enough to provide estimates on the main cultural indicators at the national, regional, and locality levels

Target Cluster Size

The next important issue in sample design is the target cluster size or “sample-take”, the number of households to be selected per Primary Sampling Unit (PSU) on the average.  In this survey about 5,350 persons aged 9 years and more had been selected from 80 master sample areas.  The sample take is around 16 households.

4.3 The Pre-test

In March 1996, a pre-test was conducted in the West Bank to test the questionnaire and  the project tools. Ten households, other than those included in the main survey, comprised the sample of the pre-test.  The findings  indicated that the survey tools are appropriate except for some ambiguity in some of the terms used. 

It was found that the Palestinian households were completely cooperative with the field       workers.

4.4 Training and Recruitment

The purpose of training courses is to provide participants with the main skills needed to conduct interviews.  Two training courses were held, one in Ramallah for West Bank trainees, and one in Gaza City for Gaza Strip trainees.  Each course consisted of two parts: one on research methodology including survey design, questionnaire design interviewing techniques, and field operations and one part on the specifications of the culture survey, including concepts and definitions, field work procedures, data collection, editing, coding, asking questions and recording answers, as well as field team organization and field supervision.

Training courses included lectures, exercises, as well as field training.  Each course consisted of 36 training hours.  

4.5 Field Work

The preparation phase for the cultural survey included recruiting and training of interviewers and supervisors.  The staff worked in this project have participated in previous survey projects at PCBS, and are therefore highly qualified.

The West Bank was divided into three regions (North, Middle, South), each of which was supervised by a regional coordinator.  Each region consists of a number of districts and field work was carried out by 1-2 field work teams.  Each team was made up of one supervisor, one editor and  4-6 interviewers.

Gaza Strip was also divided into three regions (North, Middle and South). Field work activities were initiated in Gaza Strip by four field work teams, each of which consisted of a supervisor, editor and 4-5 interviewers.

Certain procedures were followed for quality control and efficient organization of field work. Such procedures pertain for supervising work as well as receiving and delivering questionnaires, maps, sample lists in addition to other forms used for management and quality control.

Field operations started on Saturday 13/4/1996 and lasted until 16/5/96.  Field work teams were distributed to all districts on the basis of  sample size in each district.  The number of cultural survey field work members amounted to 86 including a field work coordinator, an assistant, 4 regional coordinators, 12 supervisors, 12 editors, and 55 interviewers.

4.6 Data Processing

BLAISE software was used in data entry.  This package is  user-friendly and capable of detecting a wide range of data entry and relational errors.  The package allows the the logical skips between the questions and accepts only the possible answers for each question. The tabulation  was performed using SPSS (version 6.0) Statistical Package.

5. Data Quality
Two types of errors affect the quality of survey data, sampling and nonsampling errors.  The former is easily measurable. The latter, on the other hand, could not be determined easily, due to the diversity of sources from which it may arise e.g. the interviewers, respondent, editor, coders, data entry operator,... etc.

However, several measures were adopted to minimize the effects of these errors on the data.  The interviewers, editors, and coders underwent intensive training and were provided with field work manuals to resort when facing any problem.

The data entry program was programmed in a way that allows error detection and correction, particularly illogical errors that might not be discovered before data entry.  A consistency check was performed to assure accuracy after data entry.
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