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The Status of the Agricultural Holders and Holdings in the State of Palestine.

Executive Summary

The agricultural sector plays an essential role in the success of economic development
in various countries of the world. The success of agricultural development plans
depends on the accuracy of available data and information about agricultural sector,
especially, the number of agricultural holdings, area categories, distribution, types, and
according to the gender, which are relied upon in the number of agricultural holders
the planning process for other economic development sectors. Agricultural censuses,
which are usually conducted every ten years, gains special importance because it
includes a huge amount of data, information, and possible changes that may occur

between one census and another.

The study aims to analyze and diagnose the status of agricultural holders and holdings
in Palestine during 2010-2021. The analysis depended on implemented agricultural
censuses by Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) in cooperation with the
Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) in 2010 and 2021. The analysis of the collected data is
important for planning and development process, furthermore, its useful to provide
recommendations to help decision-makers in Palestine in enhancing development
process within the targeted areas. As well, to fulfill the requirements for achieving
sustainable development goals (SDGs-2030), also, to ensure that national policy
agenda 2017 - 2022, and the economic development program for the 18™ government
(cluster development plan) aligned with the changes in agricultural sector in terms of
The .holders and holdings, and contributed to improving the economic in Palestine
study also aims to evaluate the status of agricultural holders and holdings in Palestine
and the impact of different agricultural activities on gross domestic product. Moreover,
the study will shed light on the signs of fragmentation of agricultural holdings in
Palestine, identify the demographic characteristics of agricultural holders, and come
up with realistic recommendations that contribute to preserving the capabilities of the
down the fragmentation of state of Palestine. These recommendations could slow
agricultural holdings. improve the income for Palestinian farmers, and thus increasing
the contribution of the agricultural sector to the gross domestic product. The study also
aims to know the number of agricultural holders, their fair distribution, and the area of
their various agricultural holdings, whether plant, animal, or mixed holdings, and to
provide recommendations and conclusions that contribute to developing the status of

the agricultural holdings and holders in Palestine.

Agricultural holdings are usually divided into three categories, including small,
medium, and large holdings. Small holdings usually have an area of less than 3
dunums, medium holdings usually have an area range from 3 to 20 dunums, and large
holdings, often have an area exceeds 20 dunums. Although the number of agricultural
holdings increased in year 2021 compared to 2010, this increase stems from the
fragmentation of ownership resulting from issues of inheritance and the sale and
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division of agricultural land, and this is evident by the increase in the number of
holdings whose area is less than 20 dunams. Moreover, the percentage of holdings
which has area of less than 3 dunums increased by 61% in 2021 compared to 2010

for the holdings held by females, and 50% for the holdings held by males.

In Palestine, there is a decline in the average holding size of 20.6% between the years
The most important reason for holdings fragmentation and the .2010 and 2021
reduction in the average size of agricultural holdings in 2021 compared to 2010 is that
the percent of increase in the number of agricultural holdings exceeds the percent of
increase in the area of holdings; as the increased in the number of holdings reached
of about 26% in 2021, while the increased in the area of holdings reached about 0.19%
for the same year. The number of holders in Palestine who practices agriculture as
main profession increased from 27,802 holders in 2010 to about 44,268 holders in
2021 with an increasing rate of about 59%. The number of plant holdings increased
by 30% in 2021 compared to 2010, its increased from 79,176 in 2010 to around
103,143 holding in 2021. The number of animal holdings also increased by 40% in
year 2021 compared to 2010. This increase gives an indication about the Interest in

the livestock sector.

In Palestine, the percentage of holdings held by males constituted 92.4% in 2010,
compared to 7.6% of holdings held by females. In year 2021, there was an increase
in the area of land cultivated by greenhouses style, the area has increased from 18,154
dunums in 2010 to about 38,184 dunums in 2021 with increased of about 110%. In
Palestine, the number of broilers for “chickens holding”s for population categories of
less than 4,000 birds decreased in 2021, while the number of holdings for population

categories of more than 4,000 birds increased.

The Gini coefficient was calculated to determine the distribution of agricultural holdings
among holders at the level of Palestine. The value of the coefficient was 0.71, and this
is a strong indication of the lack of relative justice in the distribution of the area of land
holdings among holders. In Palestine, West Bank and Gaza Strip, there is an increase
in the number of agricultural holdings that employ permanent paid workers. There is a
correlation between the number of paid workers in the agricultural holding and the
percent of increase in the number of holdings. The higher the number of paid workers
in the holdings, the higher the percentage of increase in the number of holdings, and

vice versa.

There is an increase in the number of small and dwarf holdings, and a decline in the
number of medium and large holdings. This confirms that large and medium holdings
are on their way to shift towards small holdings. This is an indication for the
fragmentation of agricultural holdings in Palestine and that urgent laws must be
formulated to prevent the ongoing fragmentation in the agricultural lands and holdings.
The continuation of the phenomenon of land fragmentation in Palestine will inevitably
lead to a weakness in the agricultural sector and its contribution to the gross domestic
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product (GDP). Moreover, it increases in the food gap between the demand and
supply. As long as the return from agriculture in fragmented holdings remains low,
small farmers will resort to converting small agricultural lands to fallow land and selling

.them as building lands to achieve a higher return than the return of cultivating them

The researcher concluded that there are many inherent risks that could happened as
a result of the de-development in the sector of agricultural holdings. For example: The
small and fragmented agricultural holdings will not only negatively effect on the
agricultural sector, workers, and food security, but also effects on all relevant
industries and foreign trade. In order to preserve the remaining agricultural lands and
conserve the agricultural holdings in Palestine, it is prohibited to break up the
agricultural holdings of less than 6 dunams. Moreover, there is a need to implement
the Palestinian agricultural law which prevents encroachment on agricultural lands
with high yielding or lands of high value for agriculture. In the near future, there is a
need to focus on the mobilization of financial resources to support and rehabilitate
agricultural holdings that are affected by wars and Israeli attacks, especially in Gaza

Strip and in Area “C” of the West Bank.
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