Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System

Classification Name in Arabic: النظام المنسق لوصف وترميز السلع (النسخة المحلية)
Classification Name in English: Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (Local Edition)

Abbreviation of Classification Name: HS 
Edition and Publishing Year: January 2015
A glimpse on Classification:
PCBS uses SITC.3 classification since the release of the first report in 1996 and even of report 2006. Within the  international trend to use a harmonized System, PCBS  worked on  localizing  a local version based on  the final international version of  2007 and tariffs used in Palestinian customs , so that the goal of the local version is to cover all goods that have not codes directly in the international version and not inconsistent with international recommendations.
It is a table which includes sub-items, symbols and digital sections, chapters , annexes of sub-items  of general rules for the interpretation of the rules stipulated in the Annex to the International Convention on  Harmonized System and World Trade Organization (WCO) is responsible for  and managing it.
Structural classification:
The classification include the commodities at 6 digits level, also it contains HS groups, chapters and sections.
Uses of the Classification:
The beneficiaries of the system include governments, traders, manufacturers, statistical agencies, international organizations, shipping agencies, and port authorities.
- This system is used by 177 countries as a basis to customs tariffs and additives, and to collect statistics on international trade. So that 98% of the goods (products) in the international trade are classified on the bases of the Harmonized System.

- Palestine uses the Harmonized System tariff by the Ministry of Finance.
- HS is used by PCBS in Tabulating foreign trade statistical data since report 2007.
The importance of the application of the Harmonized System:
1. Harmonization of customs procedures, trade data exchange with respect to such actions and thus reductions of costs related to international trade.
2. It is widely used by governments, international organizations and the private sector for many purposes such as interior ministry and taxes.
3. The system is used in trade policies, monitoring of controlled goods, rules of origin, freight tariffs, transport statistics, and price monitoring.
4. Compilation of national accounts, and economic research and analysis.
5. The economy of language classification and coding of goods and global indispensable means of the exchange of international trade.
Name of the International Corresponding Standard Classification (if any):  Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 
Link of the International Corresponding Standard Classification (if any) on the Internet:
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?TargetUrl=LST_NOM_DTL&StrNom=HS_2012&StrLanguageCode=EN&IntPcKey=&StrLayoutCode=HIERARCHIC 

Date of commencement of using current edition:: 2015
Previous local versions of the classification: 2009
Previous International editions of standards of classification: 
Version Zero: 1983

First Edition: 1992

Second Edition: 1996

The third edition: 2002
The fourth edition: 2007
Link on the Internet: N/A
The latest international standard edition of the classification link on the Internet:
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/ramon/nomenclatures/index.cfm?TargetUrl=LST_NOM_DTL&StrNom=HS_2017&StrLanguageCode=EN&IntPcKey=&StrLayoutCode=HIERARCHIC
