For the first time ... Palestine Hosts an International Meeting

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is hosting the Members of the United Nations High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building for statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

H.E. Dr. Hamdallah: We are determined to achieve sustainable development by investing in the talents and capabilities of our people, especially our youth.
Ramallah – 07/11/2017, H.E. Dr. Rami Hamdallah said, "Palestine is suffering from the exceptional conditions resulting from the continuation of the Israeli occupation; Facing this challenge, we are determined to achieve sustainable development by investing in the talents and capabilities of our people, especially our youth, who constitute almost half of the Palestinian society".
This was mentioned during his speech at the Ninth Meeting of the United Nations High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building for statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Palestine, which was held on Tuesday at the Prime Minister's Office in Ramallah, in the presence of Ms. Ola Awad, President of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), Dr. Gabriella Vukovich, President of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office, Mr. Stefan Schweinfest, Director of the United Nations Statistics Division along with the Heads of  23 National Statistical Offices worldwide, in addition to a number of representatives of regional and international organizations as observers.

H.E. Dr. Hamdallah added, "This meeting reflects our determination to fully realize the goals of the 2030 agenda and to implement it fully. I truly commend your great efforts for achieving the sustainable development, Palestine hosted this meeting to reaffirm our commitment toward achieving the sustainable development goals".
H.E. the Prime Minister also said, "In order to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals, our strategy focuses on the full participation of the private and public sectors in defining the national priorities, with particular attention to planning, projects implementation and designing of interventions". 

"I would also like to reiterate that the priority of our government is Our Citizens First, where this has been expressed in the National Policy Agenda 2017-2022, which is strongly aligned with the highest purpose of the 2030 Agenda, no one is left behind. We highly appreciate the efforts made by the different United Nations Agencies as well as the international organizations towards supporting the implementation of the development plans that are being implemented in full coordination with the government and all parties concerned," H.E. said.

H.E. also added, "In the spirit of this cooperation, our government works to submit a voluntary report to the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in 2018. In order to meet this obligation among others, we have formed a national team which is headed by the Prime Minister's Office to monitor and review the whole progress, and ensure that the Sustainable Development Goals are integrated within the National Policy Agenda."
"Our Government is developing appropriate frameworks for the implementation of these services with the full participation of all sectors. In addition, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, as a provider of official Palestinian statistics, is developing data requirements in cooperation with all concerned partners".
"Palestine is currently undertaking the population and housing census in 2017. This census is the appropriate means of providing the necessary data for effective planning and integration of demographic indicators into the overall development planning process. This census comes at the right time to develop a solid baseline for progress on our national agenda "He said.
H.E. also informed that, " Our government is developing the appropriate frameworks for the implementation of the SDGs in full participation of all sectors. Moreover, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, as provider of Palestine's Official Statistics, is leading the development of the data requirements in cooperation with all relevant partners in Palestine".

H.E. concluded his speech stating that, " Palestine currently undertakes its Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017. This census is the proper vehicle for providing the needed data for effective planning and the integration of the demographic indicators to the overall development planning process in Palestine. This census comes at the time to establish a solid baseline for progressing our National Policy Agenda."  

لأول مرة .. فلسطين تستضيف لقاءً دوليا 
It's worth mentioning that يذكر أن فلسطين استقبلت وفود اثنتين وعشرين دولة ممثلة برؤساء الأجه زة الاحصائية، وفريق الامم المتحدة ممثلة برئيس وسكرتاريا شعبة الاحصاء، اضافة الى ممثلين عن عدد من المنظمات الدولية والاقليمية بصفة مراقب، وممثلين عن لجنة الأمم المتحدة الاقتصادية والاجتماعية لغرب آسيا "الاسكوا"، ومنظمة المؤتمر الاسلامي، وذلك للمشاركة في فعاليات الاجتماع التاسع لفريق الامم المتحدة عالي لأجندة التنمية المستدامة 2030 برئاسة السيدة غابريلا فيكوفيش، رئيس الإحصاء الهنغاريITS WORTH MENTIONING DSPalestine welcomed delegations of twenty two countries represented by heads of leading National Statistical Offices, a United Nations team represented by the Director of the Statistics Division (UNSD), in addition to representatives from a number of international and regional organizations as observers, and representatives of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), and The Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), to participate in the activities of the High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building for Statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, chaired by Dr. Gabriella Vukovich, President of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office.
ويشارك في هذا الاجتماع ممثلين عن قارات العالم على النحو الآتي: انغولا عن شرق افريقيا، جنوب افريقيا عن وسط وجنوب افريقيا، والسنغال عن غرب افريقيا، والمغرب عن شمال افريقيا، وفلسطين والعراق غرب غرب اسيا، ومنغوليا وكازاخستان عن غرب شرق اسيا، وسيرنام عن الكريبي، والارجنتين والاكوادور وكوستاريكا عن وسط جنوب امريكيا، وهنغاريا عن شرق أوروبا، وايطاليا عن جنوب أوروبا، والدنمارك وسويسرا عن شمال وغرب اوروبا.The meeting was attended by representatives of all continents of the world as follows: Angola for East Africa, South Africa for Central and South Africa, Senegal for West Africa, Morocco for North Africa, Palestine and Iraq for West Asia, Mongolia and Kazakhstan for West-East Asia, Suriname for the Caribbean Argentina, Ecuador, Costa Rica for Central South America, Hungary for Eastern Europe, Italy for southern Europe, Denmark and Switzerland for Northern and Western Europe. 

ويأتي انعقاد هذا الاجتماع ضمن مشاركة فلسطين الفاعلة احصائيا على المستوى العالمي، والتزامها التام في تلبية متطلبات أجندة التنمية المستدامة 2030، لتمكّن من صنع السياسات والتغيير على الأرض لتشمل كافة فئات وأطياف المجتمع الفلسطيني استناداً إلى المباديء الاساسية للاحصاءات الرسمية، وانطلاقا من شعار أجندة التنمية المستدامة ومن الشعار "لن يتخلف أحد عن الركب".PCBS has been keen to be actively present on the international statistical level as a part of its commitment to meet the requirements of the Sustainable Development Goals 2030 Agenda which aims to enable policy-makers to make the change by covering all sectors and segments of the Palestinian society based on the fundamental principles of official statistics. The SDGs slogan "Leave no one behind." وهذه التوجهات تأتي انسجاما مع اجندة السياسات الوطنية الفلسطينية 2017-2022 التي اتخذت من "المواطن اولا" شعارا لها. Is perfectly in line with the Palestinian National Policy Agenda 2017-2022, which adopted  "Citizens First" as its slogan. 

بدورها أعربت علا عوض، رئيس الجهاز المركزي للاحصاء الفلسطيني، عن سعادتها باستضافة هذا الاجتماع على أرض الوطن، الذي يمثل حدثا احصائيا استثنائيا وخطوة أخرى نحو تجسيد سيادة دولة فلسطين وبناء مؤسساتها، رغم جثوم الاحتلال الاسرائيلي على أرض فلسطين، ويتزامن هذا اللقاء مع تنفيذ اكبر فعالية احصائية وطنية والمتمثلة بتنفيذ التعداد العام للسكان والمساكن والمنشآت 2017 الذي سيبدأ العد الفعلي له في الأول من كانون الثاني 2017، تحت شعار معاً وسوياً لنبني الوطن.Ms. Ola Awad, President of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, expressed her pleasure to host this meeting in Palestine, the meeting represents an exceptional statistical event and another step towards building the State of Palestine with its institutions despite the presence of the Israeli occupation. This meeting comes concurrently with implementing the  Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2017, where the actual count will start on the first of December 2017, under the slogan "Hand in hand to build the homeland". 

وقدمت عوض، شكرها وتقديرها للحضور وعلى جهودهم المميزة وحضورهم لدولة فلسطين، واعتبرت أن استضافة دولة فلسطين هذا الاجتماع هو بمثابة انجاز مميز.Awad expressed her appreciation to the attendees for their outstanding efforts and for being here in Palestine. She considered hosting this meeting in Palestine  for the first time as a great achievement not only to PCBS but to Palestine.

وأكدت عوض، ان دولة فلسطين ملتزمة بأجندة التنمية المستدامة بالرغم من الظروف الخاصة بسبب الإجراءات الإسرائيلية والموارد المحدودة.Awad confirmed that the State of Palestine is committed to the Sustainable Development Goals Agenda despite the special circumstances of the Israeli measures and limited resources. مؤكدة أن فلسطين جزء من هذا الإعلان الدولي الذي تم اعتماده من قبل 200 شخصية قيادية دولية، مشيرة أننا متأكدين أن الأهداف العالمية لهذه الأجندة ستكون مفيدة لدولة فلسطين. Confirming that Palestine is part of this international declaration, which was adopted by 200 international leaders, noting that we are certain that the global goals of this agenda will be very useful to build the State of Palestine.  واعتبرت عوض، أن الانضمام لأجندة التنمية المستدامة سيؤدي إلى تحقيق السلام والعدالة للجميع على الأرض.Awad mentioned that adopting the Sustainable Development Goals agenda will lead to peace and justice for all .

إلى ذلك، ناقش الاجتماع عدة قضايا تتعلق بالشراكة والتنسيق الاحصائي وبناء القدرات لرصد مؤشرات التنمية المستدامة واهدافها للفترة 2030. وجميع قراراتها يتم الالتزام بها على المستوى الدولي، حيث يتم اعتمادها في اللجنة الإحصائية التابعة للأمم المتحدة ومن ثم المجلس الاقتصادي والاجتماعي للأمم المتحدة والجمعية العمومية للأمم المتحدة.During the meeting several issues were discussed  including partnership, statistical coordination and capacity-building for monitoring sustainable development indicators and targets of 2030 . The SDGs' resolutions are adhered to at the international level and were adopted by the United Nations Statistical Commission, the United Nations Economic and Social Council and the United Nations General Assembly .

وقام على هامش الاجتماع، الفريق الوطني للتنمية المستدامة بقيادة مكتب رئيس الوزراء بتقديم عرض عن الجهود التي تم بذلها في إطار تنفيذ التنمية المستدامة المستندة إلى أجندة السياسات الوطنية واستراتيجيات القطاعية للأولويات الفلسطينية.On the margins of the meeting, the National Team for Sustainable Development Goals, led by the Prime Minister's Office, gave a presentation on the efforts made so far in implementing SDGs based on the Palestinian National Policy Agenda and the Palestinian priorities of sector strategies .

