Chapter Five

Fertility Preferences

5.1 Introduction: 

Fertility is the main component of the population size change, especially that it is the factor that increases population and has large relative impact on the size of the population in comparison with the migration and death factors. Moreover, the migration factor does not affect population number; it only affects their geographic distribution. The death factor has relatively limited affect because of the huge improvement in health services during the past century in different places at different degrees in developing countries and all over the world. Fertility preferences and their relationship with family planning is one of the key areas of building national population policies. 

Chapter five discusses the fertility preferences among currently married women in the childbearing age (15-49 years) only. The eighth section of the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 focuses on fertility preferences; non-pregnant respondents at the time of conducting the survey were asked about fertility preferences. They were asked whether they wished to have more children; and if so, they were asked about the birth interval. Pregnant women were also asked about having more children after delivery and the birth interval. Pregnant and non-pregnant women were asked about the number of male and female children they would like to have in the future in addition to what they already had. They were also asked about the person(s) who decide about the number of children in the family and the number of children they would like to have in their entire childbearing years. The obtained information would then be used to study the subject of fertility preferences based on the following provisions: Women desire to have children; the preferred additional number of male and female children; the need for the family planning services; and the ideal number of children.

5.2 The desire to have children:

The desire to have more children among married women and able to have children is one of the factors that affect future fertility and the future behavior of couples with respect to using family planning methods and decision related to having or not having children. The preferences to have children are influenced by women age and the number of living children ever-born, the level of education, relation to labor force, and other background characteristics. 

The data of table 5.1 shows that more than half of the currently married women 51.8% at childbearing age would like to stop having more children; 41.1% would like to have more children; 4.3% are unable to have more children; 1.6% have not decided or do not know; and 1.2% stated that it was not their decision.  

Figure 5.1: Fertility Preference for Currently Married Women Aged 15-49,

2000 and 2004
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        * Source: PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine
Figure 5.1 shows that during 2000-2004, the percentage of women who want to have more children dropped; however, the percentage of women who do not want to have children remained almost the same. The percentage of those who cannot have children rose.

As for fertility preferences by region and type of locality, table 5.1 shows us that the percentage of women who want to have more children in Gaza Strip is 44.8%, which is higher than that of the West Bank of 38.9%. At the same time, more than half of the West Bank women 53.7% expressed their wish to stop having children compared with 48.6% in Gaza Strip.

Table 5.1: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by Preferred Fertility, Region, and Type of Locality, 2000* and 2004

	Preferred fertility
	Region
	Type of locality
	Total
	No. of women

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Urban
	Rural
	Refugee camp
	2004
	2000*
	

	Prefers to have more children
	38.9
	44.8
	40.6
	40.6
	43.5
	41.1
	44.4
	1492

	Prefers not to have more children
	53.7
	48.6
	51.7
	53.7
	48.9
	51.8
	51.7
	1882

	Can't have children
	4.4
	4.1
	4.8
	3.5
	3.9
	4.3
	2.4
	164

	Not her decision 
	1.0
	1.5
	1.3
	0.7
	1.8
	1.2
	0.7
	46

	Can't decide / doesn't know
	2.0
	1.0
	1.6
	1.5
	1.9
	1.6
	0.8
	62

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	3,646


*Source: PCBS, Health Survey 2000.  Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

Data also shows that the percentage of women at refugee camps who want to have more children is 43.5%, which is higher than the percentages of urban and rural areas, which stand equally at 40.6%.

The percentage of women who want to stop having more children, on the other hand, is higher at rural areas 53.7% than urban areas 51.7% and refugee camps 48.9%. 

The trends among women aged 15-49 with respect to fertility preferences by region and type of locality between 2000 and 2004 are explained in table 5.2, which sheds light on the percentage of women who want to stop having more children according to the results of the Health Survey 2000 and Demographic and Health Survey 2004.

Table 5.2: Percentage of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who Wish to Stop Giving Birth by Region and Type of Locality, 2000*, 2004

	Region and type of locality
	Wish to stop giving birth 

	Region
	2000
	2004

	West Bank
	54.3
	53.7

	Gaza Strip
	46.8
	48.6

	Type of Locality
	
	

	Urban
	49.9
	51.7

	Rural
	56.2
	53.7

	Refugee camp
	49.7
	48.9

	Total 
	51.7
	51.8


*Source: PCBS, Health Survey 2000.  Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

Data in table 5.2 shows that there are no major variations in the percentages of women who want to stop having children in the Palestinian Territory during 2000 and 2004; the percentages changed from 51.7% to 51.8% only. However, there are small variations based on region and type of locality. The percentage of women who wish to stop having any more children in the West Bank has minimal reduction; the same percentage rose slightly in Gaza Strip from (46.8% to 48.6%). As for type of locality, the percentage of those who wish to stop having any more children in urban rose from (49.9% to 51.7%); it noticeably dropped in rural areas from (56.2% to 53.7%); the percentage remained almost the same in refugee camps.

It is worth noting that the phenomenon of fertility preferences is a little sensitive on the short term to factors affecting it since such phenomenon is related to many factors and has to do with social behavior and traditions.

5.3 Fertility preferences and woman current age:

Table 5.3 shows age distribution of currently married women who want to stop having children. An increase is noticed among women who prefer not to have children after turning 35 years of age. The percentage dropped during the period separating between 2000 and 2004, which indicates slight changes in the society trends towards a reduction in the desire to have children as age progresses.

Table 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who Wish to Stop Giving Birth to Children by Age Group and Region, 2000*, 2004

	Current age
	2004
	Palestinian Territory 2000

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory 
	

	15-19
	0.8
	0.6
	0.7
	1.4

	20-24
	5.9
	6.2
	6.0
	9.0

	25-29
	14.2
	13.4
	13.9
	17.6

	30-34
	21.3
	20.8
	21.1
	22.6

	35-39
	23.5
	22.6
	23.2
	21.2

	40-44
	21.7
	21.8
	21.7
	16.8

	45-49
	12.7
	14.7
	13.4
	11.4

	Total 
	100
	100
	100
	100


      *Source: PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

This means that the percentage of older women (35 years and over) who want to stop having children is higher in 2004 than that of 2000, which indicates a social move towards an increase in the desire of stopping having children. On the other hand, the effect of such social move on elderly women is less than that on younger women. The table shows that there are no noticeable variations of age distribution of women who want to stop having children between the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Figure 5.2 shows a comparison in the distribution of women who wish not to have more children by age and type of locality.

Figure 5.2: Percentage of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who Wish to Stop Giving Birth to Children by Age and Type of Locality, 2004
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Figure 5.2 shows that the percentage of women who want to stop having children in the first and second age categories at refugee camps is higher than in urban and rural areas; on the other hand, the highest percentage in the fourth and fifth categories is in favor of rural and urban areas. 

Table 5.4 shows the relationship between the current age categories of married women      (15-49) with respect to fertility preferences. According to the table, the percentage of women who wish to have more children shrinks as age advances; it dropped from 91.0% among the age group of 15-19 to 6.1% among the age of 45-49.  Also, the percentage of women who do not wish to have more children is positively connected to the current age of the woman, which ranges between 8.4% in 2004 for women aged 15-19 and 78.8% for women aged 40-44. 

Table 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by Preferred Fertility and Age, 2004

	Preferred fertility
	Age

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	Total

	Prefers to have more children
	91.0
	77.5
	58.5
	38.3
	20.1
	12.5
	6.1
	41.1

	Prefers not to have more children
	8.4
	19.1
	36.9
	56.1
	72.7
	78.8
	72.0
	51.8

	Can't have children
	0.0
	0.1
	1.0
	1.7
	3.8
	7.8
	20.7
	4.3

	Not her decision 
	0.0
	1.1
	1.4
	1.4
	1.6
	0.8
	1.1
	1.2

	Can't decide / doesn't know
	0.6
	2.2
	2.2
	2.5
	1.8
	0.1
	0.1
	1.6

	No. of women
	156
	596
	697
	685
	592
	568
	352
	3,646


It is worth noting that the main reason for the drop in the percentage of women who wish not to have children in the last two age groups 40-44 and 45-49 is the noticeable increase in the percentage of women who cannot have children in the last category.

Table 5.5 shows a comparison in the age distribution of the women who wish to stop having children between the results of the Demographic Survey 1995; the Health Survey 2000; and the Demographic and Health Survey 2004.

Table 5.5: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who Wish to Stop Giving Birth by Age Group, 1995, 2000, 2004

	Age group
	1995*
	2000**
	2004

	15-19
	1.1
	1.4
	0.7

	20-24
	7.2
	9.0
	6.0

	25-29
	13.8
	17.6
	13.9

	30-34
	19.9
	22.6
	21.1

	35-39
	22.4
	21.2
	23.2

	40-44
	19.4
	16.8
	21.7

	45-49
	16.2
	11.4
	13.4


Sources: * PCBS, Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Final Results, 1997, Ramallah, Palestine

**PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

It is noticed that during the period of 1995 and 2000, the percentage of women in the first four age groups (15-34) increased and dropped in the last three age groups (35-49). Also, the age distribution in 2004 is similar to that of 1995 when the percentage of women in the first four age groups dropped and increased in the last three age groups.

Reading the Table diagonally (i.e. most women aged 25-29 in 2004 were part of the age group 20-24 in 2000, and were part of the age group 15-19 in 1995) enables us to notice that the desire to stop having children among women increases with age.

5.4 Fertility preferences and the number of living children:

Table 5.6 shows the distribution of women who wish to have more children by the number of living children. This chapter focuses on the factor of "living children" rather than the ever-born children since the desire to have children is influenced more by the number of living children than the number of ever-born children throughout the marital life. 

Table 5.6: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by Preferred Fertility and Living Children, 2000*, 2004

	Preferred fertility
	Number of living children
	Total

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6+
	2004
	2000

	Prefers to have more children
	80.5
	88.9
	73.6
	52.9
	38.4
	24.5
	10.7
	41.1
	44.4

	Prefers not to have more children
	0.5
	7.8
	21.4
	41.9
	55.9
	69.0
	81.2
	51.8
	51.7

	Can't have children
	17.4
	2.4
	1.7
	2.1
	2.3
	3.7
	4.7
	4.3
	2.4

	Not her decision 
	1.1
	0.3
	1.3
	0.7
	1.1
	1.4
	1.9
	1.2
	0.7

	Can't decide / doesn't know
	0.5
	0.6
	2.0
	2.4
	2.3
	1.4
	1.5
	1.6
	0.8

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


 *PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

According to table 5.6, the increase in the number of living children means a decrease in the percentage of women who wish to have more children and the percentage of those who prefer to have more children. The percentage of women who wish to stop having children is positively linked with the number of living children of those ever-born, which ranges between 0.5% among those who did not have living children and 81.2% among those who have six or more living children. On the other hand, the percentage of women who prefer to have more children is 80.5% among those who do not have any children and 10.7% among those who have six or more living children.

Despite the fact that the last category of women has 6 or more living children; more than 10.0% of them still want to have more children, which indicates that there is still a desire to have large families.

Upon comparison of fertility preferences between 2000 and 2004, it is noticed that despite the fact that the percentage of women who do not want to have more children (prefer not to have more children) is close, the percentage of those who wish to have more children dropped from 44.4% to 41.1%, which indicates a slight drop in the fertility rates during such period.

5.5 Fertility preferences and education level:

Table 5.7 shows the relationship between fertility preferences and the level of education. 

Table 5.7: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by Preferred Fertility and Education, 2004

	Proffered fertility
	Education
	Total

	
	Illiterate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma
	BA and higher
	

	Prefers to have more children
	27.0
	33.6
	44.4
	46.5
	40.5
	55.2
	41.1

	Prefers not to have more children
	59.1
	58.8
	49.1
	47.6
	53.6
	41.9
	51.8

	Can't have children
	10.9
	4.5
	3.3
	3.6
	2.6
	1.3
	4.3

	Not her decision 
	1.8
	1.1
	1.2
	0.9
	2.3
	0.6
	1.2

	Can't decide / doesn't know
	1.2
	2.0
	2.0
	1.4
	1.0
	1.0
	1.6

	No. of women
	403
	777
	1,259
	763
	240
	204
	3,646


According to the table, there is a contradictory phenomenon that may be interpreted incorrectly. The phenomenon shows that there is an increase in the percentage of women who wish to have children with the increase in the level of education attainment in general. However, that could be mainly related to the fact that most women who have given birth to the desired number of children and decided not to have more children are in the lower levels of education attainment. 

Moreover, the mean number of living children among educated women is lower than other women, and most educated women marry at a later age compared to uneducated women, which reduces the childbearing years of the marital life (see  table 5.8).

Table 5.8 shows that when the first category of education level of illiterate women or those who did not attain any educational level is compared with the last category of women with BA and higher, a number of issues explain the contradictory relationship including the mean age at first marriage for the first category is almost five years less; the mean age and mean marital life for the first category is higher; the mean number of living children is close to 6 children for the first category whereas it is less than 2.5 per woman for the last category, henceforth, the desired relative number of born children is not achieved among each age group of women in the last category of educated women.  

Table 5.8: Means of Selected Indicators by Education, 2004

	Means of selected indicators
	Education
	Total

	
	Illiterate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma
	BA and higher
	

	Mean age
	37.1
	33.0
	30.0
	30.3
	33.9
	31.0
	31.8

	Mean ideal no. of children 
	4.53
	4.43
	4.3
	4.24
	4.21
	3.93
	4.30

	Mean no. of living children
	5.92
	4.98
	3.91
	3.51
	3.78
	2.38
	4.20

	Mean age at first marriage 
	18.04
	17.60
	17.95
	19.57
	22.43
	22.88
	18.80

	Mean period of marriage life 
	18.85
	15.23
	11.82
	10.68
	11.32
	7.86
	12.79

	No. of women
	403
	777
	1,259
	763
	240
	204
	3,646


It is also noticed that the mean number of living children for women with elementary and lower education is higher than the ideal mean number of children, the difference between them is almost one and a half births of the illiterates, which means that there are unwanted born children; they are usually female children.

This means that the relationship between education level and fertility preferences need further studies and research using direct and indirect methods of standardization to isolate the influence of other factors such as age, the number of living children, the period of marital life, and other factors from the influence of the education level and its relationship with fertility preferences.

5.6 Fertility preferences and relationship with labor force:

Figure 5.3 shows the percentage distribution of currently married women aged 15-49 by fertility preferences and relationship with the labor force. 

Figure 5.3: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by Preferred Fertility and Relation with Labor Force, 2004
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Figure 5.3 shows that the percentage of unemployed women who wish to stop having children is 50%, which is high when compared with women looking for jobs 43.3%. The percentage of women who wish not to have any more children of women outside the labor force is 52%, which is higher than women involved in the labor force. This can be explained by table 5.9 where the mean age at first marriage for employed women is more than 4 years higher than women outside the labor force, which leads to an increase in the marital life at certain ages and therefore increase in the mean number of living children of this category. This reduces the number of women who wish to have children despite the fact that they are unemployed or looking for jobs. They mostly constitute of housewives; consequently, a high percentage of them wish to stop having children and it is possible to say that they have had enough children.

Table 5.9: Means of Selected Indicators by Relation with Labor Force, 2004

	Means of selected indicators
	Relation with the labor force

	
	Employed
	Unemployed
	Outside labor force
	Total

	Mean age
	34.4
	32.4
	31.5
	31.8

	Mean ideal no. of children 
	4.06
	4.27
	4.33
	4.31

	Mean no. of living children
	3.5
	3.5
	4.3
	4.2

	Mean age at first marriage 
	22.51
	20.98
	18.43
	18.8

	Mean period of marriage life 
	11.67
	11.06
	12.93
	12.79

	No. of women
	269
	118
	3,259
	3,646


When the education level is linked to the relationship with the labor force, the percentage of women with associated diploma and higher would reach 68.9% of the total number of employed women, which means that most employed women are educated women. On the other hand, approximately 95.0% of women whose education level is below secondary are outside the labor force, which reflects a relationship between education and employment.

We can conclude that women education increases age at first marriage, which reduces the years of potential pregnancy thus reducing the number of living children and causes higher percentage of women in the labor force who want to have more children; however, such percentage does not reach that of women outside the labor force. The increase in the level of education increases the work opportunities of the woman and reduces the number of ideal children compared with lower levels of education.

5.7 Deciding on fertility:

As for the decision-makers concerning having or not having children, Figure 5.4 shows that the percentage of both husband and wife taking the decision concerning the number of children in the family in 2004 was 78.6%, which is higher than the percentage of 2000, which was 77.9%. The wife alone decides in 5.8% of the cases and in 12.2% of the cases it is the husband's decision. The percentages of both cases slightly dropped in comparison with 2000 where there is an increase in the percentage of "others" who decide about the number of children in the family during the same period. Henceforth, in 18.0% of the cases the couples do not take part in the decision about the number of children while in 3.4% the cases the decision is made by others, which calls for both women and men participation in family planning and health education programs. 

Figure 5.4: Percentage Distribution of Persons Who Decide on Number of Family Children, 2000*, 2004
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*PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

5.8 Additional preferred number of male/female children:

The percentage of women who want to stop having children or those who cannot have more children is positively connected with the number of living children born to a woman. For instance, the women who have zero living births (have no children) recorded 80% with respect to having the desire to have more children whereas those of the same category who do not want to have any more children registered only 0.5%.

It is also noticed that despite the fact that the last category of women have six or more living children, 10.0% of them still want to have more children, which means that there is still a desire to have large families, or a sign of preferring male children because women with female children only keep having children until they have one or more male children.

Women were asked a number of questions about the number of male and female children they want to have in the future in addition to the ever-born living children.

Table 5.10 shows details of the additional number of males and females women would prefer to have. A high percentage of respondents' answers were unlimited to specific numbers and at close percentages for males and females approximately 18.0%. It is noticed that the more living male and female children the less number of additionally desired male and female children. At level 2 of additionally preferred male children, the percentage drops to 44.4% at zero level of living children to equal zero at level six of living children; the same goes for females. 

Table 5.10: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who can Have Children and Prefer not to Stop Having Children by Number of living Males/ Females and Additional Preferred Number of Males/ Females Children, 2004

	No. of living males
	No. of additional preferred males
	No. of women

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6+
	Not limited to a number
	

	0
	0.2
	12.3
	44.4
	16.2
	5.0
	1.8
	1.5
	18.6
	637

	1
	1.0
	38.1
	26.1
	12.3
	3.8
	1.5
	2.3
	14.9
	618

	2
	14.0
	33.0
	16.1
	9.3
	4.9
	2.5
	0.9
	19.3
	420

	3
	19.2
	27.2
	13.7
	5.9
	4.2
	2.1
	4.2
	23.5
	170

	4
	31.3
	18.7
	14.1
	0.0
	6.1
	1.3
	3.0
	25.5
	64

	5
	12.7
	36.7
	7.6
	7.2
	5.7
	0.0
	0.0
	30.1
	15

	6+
	34.8
	29.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	11.7
	0.0
	23.8
	9

	Total
	6.4
	27.0
	28.1
	11.8
	4.5
	1.9
	1.9
	18.4
	1,933

	No. of living females
	No. of additional preferred females

	0
	2.0
	22.7
	47.2
	7.1
	1.7
	0.6
	0.5
	18.2
	625

	1
	6.8
	44.1
	25.1
	2.9
	2.0
	0.8
	0.2
	18.1
	611

	2
	41.5
	20.7
	13.6
	3.9
	1.8
	0.3
	0.2
	18.0
	349

	3
	56.7
	8.4
	2.6
	11.0
	0.5
	0.5
	0.6
	19.7
	190

	4
	68.5
	9.4
	2.2
	0.0
	9.9
	0.0
	1.2
	8.8
	84

	5
	68.5
	0.0
	0.0
	1.8
	1.9
	0.0
	0.0
	27.8
	47

	6+
	69.7
	3.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.1
	11.5
	11.3
	27

	Total
	21.7
	26.2
	25.8
	5.1
	2.0
	0.6
	0.5
	18.1
	1,933


Variations are also noticeable between males and females from a number of prospects mainly:

· Most percentages in right-hand-side of the table (additional number 3 or more) has higher male percentages than female percentages, which means that those who wish to have more male children is higher than those who wish to have female children.

· The percentages are higher in favor of females at all percentages in the first column (additional number of male and female children is zero); at all levels of the number of living children, the percentage is higher for females. For instance, when a woman has six male living children, a percentage of 34.8% only of women would rather not have any more male children; on the other hand, 69.7% of women would rather not have any additional female children; the percentage draws closer at level 4 female living children. This shows preference to have male children rather than female children; however, the preference degree is not so high.

The difference between the ideal number of males and females was calculated in order to determine the gap between preferring to have male or female children. According to the calculations, the differences between the mean of ideal number of males and females was approximately one quarter of a birth per woman who gave a numerical answer; the difference is somehow close concerning region and type of locality; however, it is rather high at refugee camps especially in the refugee camps in Gaza Strip.

In reality, the one-quarter mean male birth preference leads to an additional one-quarter female birth, which would be unwanted. This means that almost half a birth is due to preferring males to females, which needs to be considered when future population policies are drawn especially that Islamic religion is against the habit of preferring males to females.

5.9 Fertility preference and family planning services:

The often neglected family planning services are those services concerning non-pregnant women, who wish to delay pregnancy of the next birth, or those who do not use any family planning methods but do not want to have any more children, which would lead to unwanted pregnancy, as well as pregnant women whose last pregnancy was unwanted or came at the wrong time. Table 5.11 shows the relationship between fertility preferences and the use of family planning methods.
Table 5.11: Percentage of Currently Married Woman Aged 15-49 Who Use Family Planning Methods by Region and Preferred Fertility, 2000* and 2004

	Using family planning methods and region
	Preferred fertility
	Total



	
	Prefers to have more children
	Prefers not to have more children
	Can't have children
	Not her decision
	Can't decide / doesn't know
	

	Palestinian Territory
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Uses family planning methods 2000
	47.4
	73.7
	4.2
	39.2
	63.3
	60.0

	Uses family planning methods 2004
	46.7
	74.2
	7.9
	56.5
	73.2
	59.9

	No. of women 2004 
	1,451
	1,848
	159
	45
	59
	3,562

	West Bank 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Uses family planning methods 2000
	52.0
	75.5
	2.5
	29.9
	51.1
	63.1

	Uses family planning methods 2004
	52.2
	76.8
	6.4
	70.3
	73.8
	64.0

	No. of women 2004 
	856
	1,207
	106
	25
	45
	2,239

	Gaza Strip 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Uses family planning methods 2000
	40.1
	69.9
	9.3
	53.3
	77.8
	54.3

	Uses family planning methods 2004
	38.4
	69.1
	10.6
	39.4
	71.4
	52.6

	No. of women 2004 
	595
	641
	53
	70
	14
	1,323


*PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

Table 5.11 shows that in 2004, 59.9% of the currently non-pregnant women in the Palestinian Territory used family planning methods compared with 60.0% in 2000. This means that the change is hardly noticeable during the period of 2000-2004.

However, on the regional level, there is slight increase in the West Bank and slight decrease in Gaza Strip in the percentage of women who used family planning methods during        2000-2004.

The percentage of using family planning methods among women who want to have more children in 2004 was 46.7% but the percentage among those who do not want to have children reached 74.2%. A rise in the percentage of women who use family planning methods is noticeable among those who want or do not want to have any more children in the West Bank compared with their counterparts in Gaza Strip.

It is worth noting that women who do not want to have more children but do not use family planning methods are subject to become pregnant, therefore, they need family planning services. The percentage of such women totals 25.8% of women who do not want to have any more children in the Palestinian Territory; they constitute 23.2% in the West Bank and 30.9% in Gaza Strip. This calls for relatively more concentration of health services in Gaza Strip than the West Bank with respect to family planning.

Women who prefer to have more children, those who said it was not their decision, those who stated that they have not decided yet, and those who said they did not know  were asked the length of  the birth interval. Pregnant women who wanted to have more children were also asked about the birth interval. The results can be summarized as in table 5.12.
Table 5.12: Percentage Distribution of Pregnant and not Pregnant Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Who Wish to Have More Children by Desired Birth Interval and Region, 2000, 2004

	Birth interval
	Year
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory

	Less than 2 years 
	2000
	25.4
	15.2
	21.4

	
	2004
	11.1
	13.9
	12.2

	Two years or more 
	2000
	50.8
	54.3
	52.2

	
	2004
	55.9
	52.8
	54.7

	Unlimited to a number
	2000
	23.8
	30.5
	26.4

	
	2004
	33.0
	33.1
	33.2

	No. of women 
	2004
	945
	641
	1,586


Table 5.12 shows that 12.2% of women who wanted to have more children in 2004 would want to wait for a period of less than two years for the next birth compared to 21.4% in 2004. Also, 54.7% of women who wanted to have more children in 2004 indicated that they would wait for two or more years compared to 52.2% in 2000. Those who did not give specific period have a percentage of 33.2% in 2004 compared with 26.4% in 2000. 

A larger number of West Bank women wanted to wait for less than two years for the next pregnancy in 2000; the situation reversed in 2004. Consequently, one might conclude that women tended to have longer birth intervals during 2000-2004. 

Currently pregnant respondents were asked whether they preferred to have more children after delivery or preferred not to have any more children. Figure 5.8 shows the desire of currently pregnant women to have more children. 49.2% of currently pregnant women stated that wanted to have more children after delivery; 42.7% of them stated that they did not want to have more children after delivery; the remaining 8.1% said that it was not their decision, had not decided, or did not know.

Figure 5.5: Percentage Distribution of Currently Pregnant Women Aged 15-49 by Desire to Have Children after Delivery, 2004
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5.10 Ideal number of children:

Respondents were asked about the ideal number of children they wanted to have if they were to start having children; and the number of children they would like to have regardless of the number of children they gave birth to.

Figure 5.6 shows the ideal number of children for currently married women of the childbearing age (15-49). 1.8% of the respondents stated that the ideal size of the family is less than two children (level of substitution); 8.0% preferred and ideal size of two children; 4.8% stated an ideal number of three children; 38.7% stated that the ideal family size is four children; and 30.8% of respondents saw that five or more children is the ideal family size, the rest did not indicate a specific number. As a result, the desired number of children is 4. 

Figure 5.6: Percentage Distribution of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 by

 Their Opinion about the Ideal Number of Children, 2004
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Respondents were also asked about the number of children a woman would like to have had she had the chance to go back to the time when she did not have any children; the results are listed in tables 5.13, 5.14, and 5.15.  

Table 5.13: Ideal Mean Number of Children according to Women Opinion by Living Children and Current Women Age, 2000*, 2004

	No. of living children by mother's current age
	Ideal mean number of children

	
	2000
	2004

	No. of living children
	
	

	0
	4.00
	4.27

	1
	3.97
	4.37

	2
	4.14
	4.42

	3
	4.20
	4.25

	4
	4.37
	4.39

	5
	4.83
	4.51

	6+
	5.32
	5.25

	Mother's current age
	
	

	15-19
	4.06
	4.62

	20-24
	4.17
	4.54

	25-29
	4.28
	4.40

	30-34
	4.60
	4.44

	35-39
	4.76
	4.55

	40-44
	4.85
	5.09

	45-49
	5.26
	5.10

	Total 
	4.58
	4.61


Sources: PCBS, health Survey 2000.  Final Report 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

Table 5.13 shows an increase in the ideal mean number of children in 2004 compared to 2000; however, the increase is unnoticeable. Also, the mean increases with the increase of the number of living children and with the increase in woman age. The mean ideal number of children in 2004 raged between 4.27 for those who have no living children and 5.25 for those who have six or more living children. The number is also varied according to age groups and ranged between 4.62 for those aged 15-19 and 5.1 for those aged 45-49.

Table 5.14 shows the 2004 variations in the ideal mean number of children among women by background characteristics. Women in Gaza Strip have high mean of ideal number of children compared with West Bank women (5.02 and 4.35 respectively). Moreover, women living in refugee camps have higher mean in the ideal number of children compared with urban and rural women (5.01, 4.49, and 4.61 respectively).

The mean ideal number of children has an opposite relation with the level of woman education; it ranges between 5.19 for women with no education and 4.23 for women with higher than secondary education.   

Table 5.14: Ideal Mean Number of Children and Living Children according to Women Opinion by Selected Background Characteristics, 2000**, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Ideal mean no. of children
	Mean number of living children

	
	2000
	2004
	2004

	Region
	
	
	

	West Bank
	4.46
	4.35
	3.38

	Gaza Strip
	4.80
	5.02
	4.42

	Type of locality
	
	
	

	Urban
	4.55
	4.49
	4.04

	Rural
	4.50
	4.61
	3.95

	Refugee camp
	4.81
	5.01
	4.29

	Education
	
	
	

	None
	5.16
	5.19
	5.75

	Elementary
	4.76
	4.82
	4.92

	Preparatory
	4.44
	4.55
	3.83

	Secondary 
	4.22*
	4.48
	3.52

	Higher than secondary 
	-
	4.23
	3.02

	Total 
	4.58
	4.61
	4.06


* Also includes higher than secondary education

**PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Final Report, 2001, Ramallah, Palestine

It is also noticed that the mean number of living children is less than the mean ideal number of children for all categories except for elementary and below education, which explains the previously indicated contradictory relation between education and the desire to have more children. The reason for having a high percentage of uneducated women who want to stop having children is that they already have a sufficient number of living children; the mean number of living children here is 5.75 children for those who did not attain any level of education. The mean is even higher than the ideal mean number of the same category of 5.19 children. 

Table 5.15 shows the percentage distribution of women by the number of living children and the ideal number of children; the table also shows the percentages of women who have           a number of living children that is higher than the ideal number of children.

Table 5.15: Percentage of Currently Married Woman Aged 15-49 according to Women Opinion about Ideal Number of Children and Living Children, 2004 

	Ideal no. of children
	No. of living children

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6+
	Total

	0
	1.0
	0.3
	1.8
	0.6
	0.7
	1.6
	2.4
	1.4

	1
	0.9
	2.0
	0.6
	0.9
	0.9
	0.2
	0.3
	0.7

	2
	12.6
	9.5
	10.1
	10.1
	11.0
	10.8
	6.7
	9.5

	3
	7.4
	8.5
	6.2
	11.0
	2.8
	4.9
	3.2
	5.7

	4
	52.0
	48.9
	49.4
	51.7
	54.0
	38.0
	37.8
	46.0

	5
	7.6
	10.9
	11.6
	10.4
	6.5
	17.9
	7.7
	10.0

	6+
	18.5
	19.9
	20.3
	15.3
	24.1
	26.6
	41.9
	26.7

	Total 
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	No. of women
	305
	305
	511
	543
	547
	461
	1,031
	3,763


If we divide table 5.15 into two parts using the diameter coming down from the upper angle of the table from the left side to lower angle from the right side, we will end up with three groups; and if we add the percentages of each group and divided them on the total of all percentages (700), the following will result:

1. First group: The ideal number is equal to the number of living children at 19.7%.

2. Second group: The ideal number is smaller than the number of living children at 20.5%.

3. Third group: The ideal number is bigger than the number of living children at 59.8%.

Hence, the ideal number is bigger than the number of living children; and the ideal number for 60% of the women who gave numerical number in their answers is bigger than the number of living children; such women sought to arrive to the ideal number of children through having more children.

Executive summary:

· More than half of the currently married women 51.8% who are in childbearing age want to stop having children; 41.1% want to have more children; 7.1% have not decide/ do not know and cannot decide.

· During 2000-2004, the percentage of women who wanted to have more children dropped; on the other hand, the percentage of women who prefer not to have children remained almost fixed; the percentage of those who cannot have children rose.

· The percentage of women who want to have more children in Gaza Strip is 44.8%, which is higher than that of the West Bank of 38.9%. At the same time, more than half of the West Bank women 53.7% expressed their wish to stop having children compared with 48.6% in Gaza Strip.

· The percentage of women who wish to stop having children is positively linked with the number of living children of those ever-born to a woman.

· Upon comparison of fertility preferences between 2000 and 2004, it is noticed that despite the fact that the percentage of women who do not want to have more children (prefer not to have more children) is close, the percentage of those who wish to have more children dropped from 44.4% to 41.1%, which indicates a slight drop in the fertility rates during such period.

· Completion of woman university education increase the mean age at first marriage by at lease 4 years, increases the woman chances of joining the labor force, and reduces the ideal number of children a woman wishes to give birth to.

· The main determinants of the decisions of fertility of the woman are: The number of living children, the number of children a woman wants to have especially male children, education, relationship with the labor force, age at first marriage, and the length of the marital life of the woman.

· The percentage of both husband and wife taking the decision concerning the number of children in the family in 2004 was 78.6%, which is higher than the percentage of 2000, which was 77.9%. The wife alone decides in 5.8% of the cases and in 12.2% of the cases it is the husband's decision. Henceforth, in 18.0% of the cases the couples do not take part in the decision about the number of children while in 3.4% of the cases the decision is made by others, which calls for both women and men participation in family planning and health education programs. 

· Almost half a birth occurs due to preferring males to females, which needs to be considered when future population policies are drawn.

· 1.8% of the respondents stated that the ideal size of the family is less than two children (level of substitution); 8.0% preferred and ideal size of two children; 4.8% stated an ideal number of three children; 38.7% stated that the ideal family size is four children; and 30.8% of respondents saw that five or more children is the ideal family size. 

· In 2004, women in Gaza Strip had high mean of ideal number of children compared with West Bank women (5.02 and 4.35 respectively). Moreover, women living in refugee camps had higher mean in the ideal number of children compared with urban and rural women (5.01, 4.49, and 4.61 respectively).

Recommendations:

· Carry out more studies and researches on fertility preferences and their relationship with education, labor force, and the use of direct and indirect standardization methods to isolate other effects.

· Concentrate in maternal health programs on the neglected family planning services especially in Gaza Strip and engage couples in family planning issues.

· Concentrate on reducing the effect of preferring male children to female children in health education and awareness programs. 
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