Chapter Two

Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Sample 

Households and Individuals
2.1 Introduction:

Chapter Two discusses the most important demographic, social, and economic selected characteristics of the surveyed household members and women. The chapter briefly describes the following characteristics: Population age and sex structure; household structure; education of household members; enrollment; dwelling characteristics; eligible women age structure and their education; women relation to labor force; and the characteristics of children under five years of age and those in the age group 5-17.

2.2 Population characteristics:

A special questionnaire was used for the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 to collect demographic and social data for all individuals living regularly in the Palestinian Territory from the selected households sample for the survey. The following contains a presentation of the most important demographic and social characteristics:

2.2.1 Population age and sex structure:

Table 2.1 shows the percentage distribution of the individuals of the sample by age and sex. According to the Table, the pattern of age distribution in the Palestinian Territory is similar to the patterns of countries of high fertility rates. The percentage of individuals below fifteen years of age is high and reaches 45.6% despite a drop of 1.9% from 2000. The percentage of elderly citizens (65+) totaled 3.6%, which is close to the 2000 percentage of 3.4%. The percentages indicate a relative inclination towards a drop in fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory.

According to the data of population age distribution for different years from different sources as explained in Table 2.2, the median age remained fixed during the period between 1995 and 2004 at 16.0 years. Also, the percentage of population in the large age groups including 0-4 years and the age groups 10-14 years and 20-24 years is almost equal during the same period between 1995 and 2000; however, the percentage inclined to drop in 2004. For instance, the percentage of population below fifteen reached 45.6% in 2004, which indicates an inclination to a drop in the fertility rates.

The dependency ratio dropped by 4.6% during the period between 2000 (101.2) and 2004 (96.5); therefore, and based on the percentage of individuals in the age group 15-64 and the dependency rate of 2004, it is possible to say that dependency ratio is relatively falling, which is consistent with the assumed fixed fertility rates and their relative inclination to drop. 

Figure 2.1: Population pyramid of the Palestinian Territory; projected mid-2004
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Table 2.1: Percentage Distribution of Individuals by Age, Sex, and Region, 2004

	Age groups
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	
	Males
	Females
	Both sexes
	Males
	Females
	Both sexes
	Males
	Females
	Both sexes

	0-4
	17.5
	17.7
	17.5
	16.7
	16.8
	16.7
	19.0
	19.2
	19.0

	5-9
	15.2
	15.3
	15.1
	14.8
	14.9
	14.7
	15.9
	16.0
	15.8

	10-14
	13.0
	13.0
	13.0
	12.6
	12.6
	12.5
	13.8
	13.8
	13.8

	15-19
	10.7
	10.7
	10.6
	10.5
	10.5
	10.4
	11.0
	11.1
	11.0

	20-24
	8.8
	8.9
	8.8
	8.9
	9.0
	8.8
	8.7
	8.7
	8.7

	25-29
	7.5
	7.5
	7.4
	7.7
	7.8
	7.6
	7.1
	7.1
	7.1

	30-34
	6.3
	6.3
	6.2
	6.7
	6.7
	6.6
	5.5
	5.5
	5.5

	35-39
	5.2
	5.3
	5.1
	5.5
	5.6
	5.5
	4.7
	4.8
	4.6

	40-44
	4.3
	4.4
	4.2
	4.5
	4.6
	4.4
	3.9
	4.0
	3.7

	45-49
	3.1
	3.2
	3.0
	3.3
	3.4
	3.2
	2.8
	2.9
	2.7

	50-54
	2.3
	2.3
	2.2
	2.3
	2.3
	2.3
	2.2
	2.2
	2.2

	55-59
	1.7
	1.6
	1.8
	1.8
	1.7
	1.9
	1.6
	1.5
	1.6

	60-64
	1.3
	1.2
	1.5
	1.5
	1.3
	1.6
	1.1
	1.0
	1.3

	65-69
	1.1
	1.0
	1.3
	1.2
	1.0
	1.4
	1.0
	0.8
	1.1

	70-74
	0.9
	0.7
	1.1
	0.9
	0.8
	1.1
	0.8
	0.7
	0.9

	75-79
	0.6
	0.5
	0.7
	0.6
	0.5
	0.7
	0.5
	0.4
	0.6

	80 +
	0.5
	0.4
	0.5
	0.5
	0.5
	0.6
	0.4
	0.3
	0.4

	No. of individuals 
	16,834
	16,413
	33,247
	10,333
	10,132
	20,465
	6,501
	6,281
	12,782


Source: PCBS, Health Demographic Survey 2004, Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine

Table 2.2: Percentage Distribution of the Population of the Palestinian Territory by Age, 1995, 1997, 2000, and 2004

	Age
	Demographic survey 1995*
	1997 Census**
	Health survey 2000***
	Health demographic survey 2004

	Below 15
	46.5
	47.0
	46.9
	45.5

	15-64
	50.1
	49.5
	49.7
	51.0

	65+
	3.4
	3.5
	3.4
	3.5

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Dependency ratio
	99.6
	102.0
	101.2
	96.5

	Median age 
	16.0
	16.0
	16.0
	16.0


Sources:   * PCBS, Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Final Results, 1997, Ramallah, Palestine

** PCBS, the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997, (summary of the census findings) Ramallah, Palestine

***PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine

2.3 Household structure:

According to the data of Table 2.3 about the distribution of the sample households by sex of the head of the household, number of individuals in the household and region, two thirds of the households live in the West Bank and one third lives in Gaza Strip. 

Table 2.3: Percentage Distribution of Households by Household Size, Head of Household, and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Region
	Type of locality

	
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Urban
	Rural
	Refugee camp

	Household head
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Males
	91.1
	93.0
	90.1
	90.8
	90.8
	92.7

	Females
	8.9
	9.9
	7.0
	9.2
	9.2
	7.3

	Number of individuals

	1
	3.8
	4.3
	2.8
	2.4
	4.0
	4.0

	2
	9.1
	9.4
	8.4
	6.2
	9.6
	9.4

	3
	9.3
	9.5
	8.8
	7.7
	9.5
	9.6

	4
	12.2
	12.7
	11.1
	12.1
	12.4
	11.6

	5
	13.6
	15.6
	10.2
	13.2
	14.3
	12.7

	6
	14.0
	14.7
	13.1
	11.5
	14.8
	14.3

	7
	12.0
	11.8
	12.2
	12.3
	11.8
	12.2

	8
	10.3
	9.8
	11.1
	13.2
	9.3
	10.7

	9
	6.7
	5.8
	8.5
	8.2
	6.3
	6.9


9.0


6.4


13.8


8.0


8.6

	

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Average household size
	5.7
	5.5
	6.2
	5.6
	5.7
	6.2

	No. of households
	5,799
	3,746
	2,053
	3,276
	1,624
	899


The table shows the mean household size, which is important in determining the density at dwelling and its impact on health and economic environment of the household.

The mean size of a household in the Palestinian Territory dropped from 6.1 to 5.7 during the years separating 2000 from 2004. The drop in mean household size measured 0.7 in Gaza Strip, which is higher than the West Bank, which scored 0.2. The drop in the mean household size was highest at refugee camps at 0.5; however, the drop in mean household size at rural and urban areas was almost the same. There is a noticeable drop in the mean household size in comparison with 1995 when the mean household size was 7 persons in the Palestinian Territory; 6.6 in the West Bank and 7.8 in Gaza Strip.

In any case, the Palestinian household is still large; 15.7% of households have more than 8 members; however, in comparison with 2000, the figure for 8+ household members was 20.1%. The large household size has its impact on the household's social, health, and economic conditions. It is noticed that the large household size in developing and transitional countries deprives some household members of continuing their education and failure to ensure sufficient health care in most cases; also, societies with large size households have bad living and dwelling conditions as a result of population density and crowdeness.

The rise in the percentages of households headed by women in 2004 is hardly noticeable as is the case in 2000. According to the 2004 results stated in table 2.3, 8.9% of households are headed by a woman. The percentage increased to 9.9% in Gaza Strip and dropped to 7.0% in the West Bank. The percentages are equal between urban and rural areas at 9.2% and dropped to 7.3% at refugee camps. In comparison with 1995, a slight rise is registered when the percentage was 7.7% in the Palestinian Territory including 8.3 for the West Bank and 6.4% for Gaza Strip. Finding out about households headed by women is important because it has effects on the living and economic conditions of the household especially if the female head the household was unemployed. In most cases, such households consist of a mother and children, or a woman without children, or a woman who was not married before. Experiences in Arab countries show woman sensitivity to economic changes; hence the concept of feminizing poverty due to deteriorating living conditions of the woman.

2.3.1 Type of household:

Table 2.4 shows distribution of households in the Palestinian Territory by type of household. The percentages of nuclear families tend to have progressively increased since 1995 to 2004 (69.4% and 83.0% respectively). Percentages of extended families, on the other hand, decreased from 27.6% in 1995 to 12.6% in 2004. The percentages of one-person family doubled between 1995 and 2004 (2.8% and 4.3% respectively). The emergency and exceptional circumstances due to the Israeli policies of killing and destruction and severing the Palestinian Territory since September 2000 may be one of the major reasons for the noticeable increase in the percentages of nuclear families between 2000 and 2004. Henceforth, the increase in the percentages of nuclear families and drop in the percentages of composite families and extended families call for an increase in housing units and services especially those concerning daycare centers and elderly people homes. 

Table 2.4: Households by Type and Region, 1995, 1997, 2000, and 2004

	Household type and year
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory

	1995*
	
	
	

	One-person family
	3.1
	1.9
	2.8

	Nuclear family
	72.2
	62.7
	69.4

	Extended family
	24.4
	35.3
	27.6

	Composite family 
	0.3
	0.1
	0.2

	Total 
	100
	100
	100

	1997**
	
	
	

	One-person family
	3.7
	2.6
	3.3

	Nuclear family
	74.0
	71.8
	73.2

	Extended family
	21.7
	25.3
	23.0

	Composite family 
	0.6
	0.3
	0.5

	Total 
	100
	100
	100

	2000***
	
	
	

	One-person family
	4.3
	2.3
	3.7

	Nuclear family
	79.0
	74.3
	77.5

	Extended family
	16.5
	23.0
	18.6

	Composite family 
	0.2
	0.4
	0.2

	Total 
	100
	100
	100

	2004 
	
	
	

	One-person family
	5.0
	3.0
	4.3

	Nuclear family
	82.7
	83.5
	83.0

	Extended family
	12.2
	13.4
	12.6

	Composite family 
	0.1
	0.1
	0.1

	Total 
	100
	100
	100


Sources: * PCBS, Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Final Results, 1997, Ramallah, Palestine

** PCBS, the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 1997, (summary of the census findings) Ramallah, Palestine

***PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Main Findings, Ramallah, Palestine

2.4 Education:

Education is a tool that measures people's progress and development. Education of household members is among the most important social indicators since it is connected to many phenomena such as reproduction, use of family planning methods, and childcare and health; education also influences many economic and health indicators. 

2.4.1 Liberation from illiteracy:

The Demographic and Health Survey 2004 and the Health Survey 2000 asked among other things about the highest level of education accomplished by the individual and about enrollment for children aged 5 and above. Table 2.5 shows the percentages of literate people among those aged 15 and above. Comparison of surveys results between 2000 and 2004 shows that the percentage of literate people rose in 2004 by 3.6% to reach 92.4%. The gap between illiterate males and females declined in 2004 compared with 2000 (6.2% and 10.5% respectively). The percentage of literate males in 2004 totaled 96.8% whereas among females the percentage reached 90.6%. The gap between illiterate people in urban and rural areas remained. The current development in the compulsory education program and the decrease in dropouts lead to proportional relation between illiteracy and age. 

Table 2.5: Percentage of Literate Individuals Aged 15 and over by Selected Background Characteristics and Sex, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Males
	Females
	Total

	
	Literate
	No. of individuals
	Literate
	No. of individuals
	Literate
	No. of individuals

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-24
	98.5
	3,305
	99.2
	3,183
	98.9
	6,488

	25-34
	98.6
	2,323
	98.6
	2,238
	98.6
	4,561

	35-44
	98.5
	1,623
	93.8
	1,529
	96.2
	3,152

	45-54
	97.6
	921
	84.6
	866
	91.3
	1,787

	55-64
	90.8
	477
	47.7
	539
	67.9
	1,016

	65+
	60.4
	437
	20.0
	569
	37.6
	1,006

	Locality Type 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	96.8
	6,306
	91.6
	6,193
	93.0
	12,499

	Rural
	96.8
	3,217
	87.9
	3,103
	90.8
	6,320

	Refugee camp
	97.2
	1,761
	91.8
	1,754
	93.2
	3,515

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	96.8
	11,284
	90.6
	11,050
	92.4
	22,334

	West Bank
	97.1
	7,286
	90.1
	7,122
	92.4
	14,408

	Gaza Strip
	96.3
	3,998
	91.4
	3,928
	92.5
	7,926


2.4.2 Educational attainment for Males:

Table 2.6 shows the education of male individuals aged 10 and above. 3.2% of males are illiterate. It is worth noting that the percentage of illiterate males dropped by 32.0% compared to 2000. The percentage of those who can write and read in 2004 dropped by 22.2% to reach 14.4%. More than half of the male individuals received less than secondary education (54.1%) The percentage of those who completed secondary education rose by 19.7% to reach 16.4% in comparison with 2000. Additionally, the percentage of males aged 10 and above with associated diploma and higher rose by 12.3% to arrive to 11.8%. The gap between illiterate males remained as is the case in 2000 between the West Bank and Gaza Strip; however, the gap of illiteracy between urban and rural areas and refugee camps dropped.

According to data, the gap in the percentages of males who have associated diploma and higher between the West Bank and Gaza Strip is increasing compared to 2000 when it was 10.4% for the West Bank and 10.7 for Gaza Strip; whereas in 2004 the percentages reached 11.4% for the West Bank and 12.7% for Gaza Strip. Moreover, the gap in the percentages of males with associated diploma and higher is on the rise between rural areas on the one hand and urban and refugee camps on the other. 
Table 2.6: Percentage Distribution of Males Aged 10 and over by Education and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Illiterate
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma and higher
	Total
	No. of individuals

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10-14
	0.4
	44.1
	51.8
	3.7
	0.0
	0.0
	100
	2,194

	15-19
	1.4
	2.7
	18.4
	63.2
	13.8
	0.5
	100
	1,804

	20-24
	1.6
	4.5
	14.5
	32.2
	37.5
	9.7
	100
	1,499

	25-29
	0.9
	4.5
	18.7
	35.7
	20.3
	19.9
	100
	1,265

	30-34
	2.0
	5.2
	19.8
	30.0
	24.1
	18.9
	100
	1,059

	35-39
	1.2
	6.9
	20.9
	28.3
	20.2
	22.5
	100
	888

	40-44
	1.9
	8.1
	22.8
	25.5
	16.2
	25.5
	100
	735

	45-49
	1.5
	12.1
	25.4
	24.4
	12.5
	24.1
	100
	535

	50-54
	3.6
	9.9
	25.2
	19.2
	17.4
	24.7
	100
	384

	55-59
	6.4
	15.8
	21.4
	18.9
	16.1
	21.4
	100
	280

	60-64
	13.6
	20.3
	24.7
	12.6
	12.6
	16.2
	100
	198

	65+
	39.4
	29.4
	14.8
	5.0
	4.8
	6.6
	100
	438

	Locality Type 

	Urban
	3.2
	14.7
	26.8
	27.4
	16.4
	11.5
	100
	6,304

	Rural
	3.2
	13.8
	25.5
	31.9
	14.8
	10.8
	100
	3,218

	Refugee camp
	2.8
	15.0
	22.3
	26.3
	19.0
	14.6
	100
	1,762

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	3.2
	14.4
	25.6
	28.5
	16.4
	11.8
	100
	11,286

	West Bank
	2.9
	13.2
	26.2
	30.8
	15.4
	11.4
	100
	7,284

	Gaza Strip
	3.7
	16.6
	24.6
	24.4
	18.2
	12.7
	100
	4,000


2.4.3 Educational attainment for Females:

Table 2.7 explains females' education for those aged 10 and above. According to the table, there is a drop in the percentage of illiterate females compared with 2000 by 28.7%; the percentage of illiterate women is 9.4%; as for those who can write and read, their percentage totaled 14.5%. It is also clear that the percentage of women with a level of education less than secondary is slightly more than the half; whereas in 2000, half of the women had their less than secondary education, and 24.4% of the women had secondary and higher education. The table also shows that the percentage of women with no education increases in rural areas and in the West Bank. The phenomenon of high education among women is the opposite of that of males with respect to associated diploma and higher between the West Bank and Gaza Strip when the gap is in favor of males in Gaza Strip while it was in favor of females in the West Bank. The pattern is, in any case, illiteracy rises with age; for instance, the percentage of those with preparatory education and higher in the age group 15-19 is 97.0% whereas it is 68.0% among women in the age group 50-54.       

Table 2.7: Percentage Distribution of Females Aged 10 and over by Education and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Illiterate
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma and higher
	Total
	No. of individuals

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10-14
	0.8
	43.5
	51.7
	4.0
	0.0
	0.0
	100
	7,212

	15-19
	0.9
	2.1
	14.3
	66.0
	16.5
	0.2
	100
	1,743

	20-24
	0.7
	4.0
	12.2
	30.1
	39.6
	13.4
	100
	1,441

	25-29
	1.6
	5.3
	16.5
	34.0
	20.3
	22.3
	100
	1,219

	30-34
	1.3
	7.3
	23.9
	30.9
	20.5
	16.1
	100
	1,019

	35-39
	5.2
	10.5
	21.1
	30.9
	17.7
	14.6
	100
	844

	40-44
	7.1
	13.2
	26.4
	24.7
	16.4
	12.2
	100
	683

	45-49
	12.0
	16.8
	26.3
	20.2
	13.6
	11.1
	100
	501

	50-54
	20.0
	12.0
	26.6
	19.2
	12.6
	9.6
	100
	365

	55-59
	41.6
	17.2
	19.3
	9.1
	7.8
	5.0
	100
	296

	60-64
	65.4
	12.8
	11.5
	4.9
	2.5
	2.9
	100
	243

	65+
	80.1
	9.9
	6.5
	1.2
	1.2
	1.1
	100
	568

	Locality Type 
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	8.3
	14.2
	23.8
	27.0
	17.3
	9.4
	100
	6,192

	Rural
	12.2
	14.2
	26.1
	28.7
	11.7
	7.1
	100
	3,103

	Refugee camp
	8.1
	15.8
	22.6
	27.4
	16.8
	9.3
	100
	1,754

	Region
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	9.4
	14.5
	24.2
	27.5
	15.6
	8.8
	100
	11,049

	West Bank
	10.0
	13.5
	25.4
	28.3
	13.5
	9.3
	100
	7,122

	Gaza Strip
	8.5
	16.4
	22.2
	26.1
	19.4
	7.4
	100
	3,927


According to results, there is a big gap in the education level between males and females; the percentage of illiteracy among females is three times that of males; also, the percentage of males who have associated diploma and higher is higher than that of females. However, the variations in the levels of education among males and females are smaller among the young age groups.

2.5 Enrollment rates: 

Table 2.8 shows the enrollment rates of the individuals aged 6 years and above by sex and region. According to the table, the percentage of enrollment of individuals aged 6 years and above increased by 7.4% in comparison with 2000. There were no variations in the increase in education enrollment between males and females. However, the education enrollment rate in Gaza Strip is higher than that of the West Bank compared with 2000.

The variation in education enrollment between both sexes is in favor of males aged 18 years and above compared with 2000; the males' education enrollment rates reached 12.8% whereas the females' education enrollment rates reached 10.7%

Table 2.8: Enrollment Rates by Age, Sex, and Region, 2004

	Region and sex
	Age
	Total
	Enrollment rate or 2000

	
	6-11
	12-14
	15-17
	18+
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	96.0
	96.4
	84.2
	11.7
	44.6
	41.5

	Males
	96.2
	96.2
	81.8
	12.8
	45.1
	42.3

	Females
	95.8
	96.7
	86.6
	10.7
	44.0
	40.6

	West Bank
	95.9
	96.3
	83.9
	10.8
	42.5
	39.4

	Males
	96.0
	96.1
	79.8
	11.1
	42.6
	39.8

	Females
	95.9
	96.6
	88.1
	10.5
	42.4
	39.0

	Gaza Strip
	96.1
	96.5
	84.7
	13.6
	48.3
	45.2

	Males
	96.6
	96.4
	85.2
	15.9
	49.6
	47.0

	Females
	95.6
	96.7
	84.2
	11.2
	49.6
	43.3


2.6 Dwelling characteristics:

Dwelling characteristics have major influence on health condition of the household with respect to coming down with certain diseases; they also reflect the general economic conditions of the household. The questionnaire of the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 asked a number of questions about the environment of the respondent and related characteristics such as the number of rooms in the dwelling, the material the floor is made of, having a source of safe drinking water for the household, and sewers systems.

2.6.1 Type of floor material:

Table 2.9 shows that the percentage of households living in dwellings where the floor is made of marble, ceramic, or tiles has risen from 82.0% in 2000 to 88.0% in 2004. The other percentages remained the same where they are higher at urban and refugee camps than rural areas.

The percentages of households living at dwellings where the floor is made of cement dropped to 11.0% in 2004 compared with 17.4% in 2000. Table 2.9 also shows that the percentage of households living in dwellings where the floor is made of cement is twice as much at rural areas than urban areas. 1.0% of Palestinian households in the Palestinian Territory live in dwellings where the floor is made of sand/soil or wood and other materials.

2.6.2 Number of rooms:
Table 2.9 shows a relative drop in the density rates at 7.0% compared with 2000 and 2004 to reach 1.86 person per room. The drop was almost the same at the entire Palestinian Territory. Refugee camp households; however, remain the highest in density compared with rural and urban areas since the density at refugee camps registered 2.03 person per room, which is higher than the total rate on the level of the Palestinian Territory. The largest part of the drop in density rate was among households living in dwellings that consist of one room, which registered 7.3% in 2000 and dropped to 5.5% in 2004; no noticeable change occurred to the percentage of households living in a dwelling of five or more rooms in 2004 compared to 2000.

2.6.3 Drinking water sources:

A major deterioration affected the percentage of Palestinian households with safe drinking water source in comparison with 2000 and 2004. The percentage dropped to 80.6% whereas it was 96.2% in 2000. The percentage of households with safe drinking water source in Gaza Strip dropped to 60.1% compared with 2000 when it was 98.6%. This major drop in the percentage is cause by Gazan households reliance on water tanks as a main source of drinking water due to the high salinity of water in Gaza Strip since occupation forces draw Gaza Strip groundwater, which is drinkable, to irrigate plantations in Israel and settlements.

Two thirds of the population use water coming from the public water network connected to the houses. A little less than one-fifth of the population (16.2%) buy water from water tanks. 9.0% of the households rely on wells for drinking water; this percentage is higher in the West Bank and rural areas. The remaining percentage; however, relies on other sources.

2.6.4 Sewage system:

According to results, 99.6% of households have a method to discharge their wastewater; one-third of households have modern bathrooms, one-third of households have hole-in-the-floor toilets.  Table 2.9 also shows that half of households are connected to public sewers network. The percentage increased by 16.0% in comparison with 2000 and 2004.  The table shows clear variations based on type of locality where urban and refugee camp households have higher percentage of connection to public sewers compared with rural areas. However, this does not mean that refugee camps enjoy excellent conditions since many sewers networks are open. 86.7% of rural households rely on cesspits for discharging their wastewater. The percentages remain the same when types of locality are compared.

Table 2.9: Percentage Distribution of Households by Dwelling Characteristics, Region, and Type of Locality, 2004

	Dwelling characteristics
	Region
	Type of locality

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory
	Urban
	Rural
	Refugee camp

	Type of housing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Villa
	1.4
	0.6
	1.1
	1.1
	1.3
	0.7

	House
	66.3
	44.6
	59.0
	50.5
	78.5
	54.0

	Apartment
	29.8
	52.0
	37.3
	46.5
	16.8
	41.3

	Independent room
	2.1
	1.9
	2.0
	1.5
	2.6
	2.8

	Other
	0.4
	0.9
	0.6
	0.4
	0.8
	1.2

	Housing floor
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tiles
	74.1
	79.1
	75.7
	78.5
	69.0
	78.2

	Marble/ ceramic
	14.2
	8.5
	12.3
	11.8
	13.8
	11.3

	Cement
	10.4
	12.0
	11.0
	8.8
	15.5
	10.4


1.0

	
	0.9
	1.7
	0.1

	No. of rooms in household
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	5.6
	5.3
	5.5
	4.4
	7.6
	6.0

	2
	16.8
	16.2
	16.6
	16.8
	16.3
	16.3

	3
	31.4
	29.6
	30.8
	31.6
	29.1
	30.3

	4
	27.5
	30.0
	28.3
	28.2
	27.9
	29.9

	5+
	18.7
	18.9
	18.8
	19.0
	19.1
	17.5

	Housing density (person per room) 2004 
	1.79
	1.98
	1.86
	1.80
	1.89
	2.03

	Source of drinking water
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public water network
	80.4
	58.2
	72.9
	77.7
	64.6
	71.2

	Purchasing water tanks
	6.2
	36.0
	16.2
	16.2
	13.0
	22.1

	Well at home
	10.6
	1.9
	7.7
	4.9
	17.0
	0.4

	Spring or well
	1.9
	0.1
	1.3
	0.7
	3.0
	0.3

	Other source
	0.9
	3.8
	1.9
	0.5
	2.4
	6.0

	Safe drinking water resource* 
	91.0
	60.1
	80.6
	82.6
	81.6
	71.6

	Sewers 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public sewers network
	40.5
	71.6
	50.9
	63.0
	12.1
	80.1

	Cesspit 
	58.6
	27.9
	48.3
	36.3
	86.7
	19.5

	Other ways
	0.9
	0.5
	0.8
	0.7
	1.2
	0.4

	Method of sewers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Modern bathroom
	35.4
	26.8
	32.5
	38.7
	23.5
	25.7

	Traditional bolict
	34.0
	37.2
	35.1
	27.5
	46.4
	42.6

	Both
	30.1
	35.9
	32.0
	33.5
	29.3
	31.6

	Other
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0

	None 
	0.5
	0.1
	0.4
	0.3
	0.8
	0.1


*Including public water network and well at home

2.7 Background characteristics for eligible women who were interviewed:

Table 10.2 shows the distribution of women aged 15-54 who were interviewed by selected background characteristics including age, region, education, type of locality, and marital status. 

Women distribution by age shows that more than half of women are less than 30 years old and that approximately one-fifth of women are 40 years or more. As for marital status of the eligible women, the Table shows that approximately two-thirds of the women are currently married. The percentages of widows and divorcees are close; they are 1.5% and 1.2% respectively. The percentage of separated women, on the other hand, reached 0.3%.  

Table 2.10: Percentage Distribution of Eligible Interviewed Women Aged 15-54 by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Percentage

	Region
	

	West Bank
	64.9

	Gaza Strip
	35.1

	Type of locality
	

	Urban
	56.4

	Rural
	27.7

	Refugee camp
	15.9

	Age
	

	15-19
	22.3

	20-24
	18.4

	25-29
	15.6

	30-34
	13.1

	35-39
	10.8

	40-44
	8.7

	45-49
	6.4

	50-54
	4.7

	Marital status
	

	Never married
	33.0

	Legally married
	2.2

	Married
	61.8

	Divorced
	1.2

	Widowed
	1.5

	Separated
	0.3


Table 2.11 shows the percentage distribution of eligible women who were interviewed by their highest education attainment, age, type of locality, and region. According to the table, the level of education among women drops as age increases; for instance, illiteracy totally diminishes between women aged 15-19; whereas it reaches 21.6% among women aged 45-49. Illiteracy percentage among women is high in rural areas and West Bank. On the other hand, the percentage of women with associated diploma and higher in the age group 30-34 reached 10.4% compared with 8.1% among women in the age group 40-44. 

Table 2.11: Percentage Distribution of Eligible Interviewed Women Aged 15-54 by Education and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Illiterate
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated

Diploma

And

higher
	Total
	No. of women

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	0.0
	4.2
	24.9
	60.8
	8.5
	1.6
	100
	189

	20-24
	0.5
	6.2
	20.4
	42.4
	26.6
	3.9
	100
	1,539

	25-29
	0.9
	7.1
	20.4
	42.2
	18.8
	10.6
	100
	3,006

	30-34
	1.0
	8.0
	26.4
	34.1
	20.1
	10.4
	100
	3,937

	35-39
	5.0
	11.2
	23.3
	33.3
	16.4
	10.8
	100
	4,248

	40-44
	6.3
	14.7
	29.2
	26.3
	15.4
	8.1
	100
	4,011

	45-49
	21.6
	13.0
	26.0
	18.8
	12.8
	7.8
	100
	2,453

	50-54
	14.0
	18.3
	29.2
	19.5
	12.2
	6.8
	100
	3,068

	Locality Type 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	6.4
	10.8
	25.6
	30.8
	18.1
	8.3
	100
	12,571

	Rural
	10.2
	15.1
	26.3
	29.7
	11.6
	7.1
	100
	6,143

	Refugee camp
	2.3
	7.8
	23.3
	32.2
	21.3
	13.1
	100
	3,737

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	6.7
	11.5
	25.4
	30.7
	16.9
	8.8
	100
	22,451

	West Bank
	8.3
	13.2
	26.7
	30.7
	12.4
	8.7
	100
	13,472

	Gaza Strip
	4.3
	8.9
	23.5
	30.8
	23.6
	8.9
	100
	8,979


It has been noticed that the percentage of women with secondary education and higher among refugee camp women is higher than rural and urban areas; the percentage is also higher in Gaza Strip than the West Bank.

2.8 Eligible children aged 0-17 years interviewed in the sample:

A questionnaire was specially allocated for children 0-17 in the Demographic and Health Survey 2004; the questionnaire asked questions about the education of the children aged 5-17; registration of births; vaccines; children diseases; and the nutritional status of those below 5.

2.8.1 Background characteristics of children under five:

Table 2.12 shows the percentage distribution of children under five by sex, region, type of locality, and other selected background characteristics. According to the table, the percentage of male children under five is a little more than female children of the same age (51.0% and 49.0% respectively). The results are consistent with those of developing countries where the sex ratio at birth is in favor of males. There are little variations among the mortality rates of the newborn and children by sex; however, such variations do not cause major effect on the sex ratio between children under five years of age as it is at birth.

About two-thirds of children under five live in the West Bank, half of them live in urban areas and one-third of children under five live in Gaza Strip. 

Table 2.12: Percentage Distribution of Children below 5 by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Percentage

	Sex
	

	Males
	51.0

	Females 
	49.0

	Region
	

	West Bank
	60.0

	Gaza Strip
	40.0

	Locality Type 
	

	Urban
	54.6

	Rural
	28.6

	Refugee camp
	16.8

	Age in months
	

	Less than 6
	11.5

	6-11
	10.8

	12-23
	19.3

	24-35
	19.0

	36-47
	20.9

	48-59
	18.5

	Refugee status
	

	Registered refugee
	41.4

	Unregistered refugee
	2.0

	Non-refugee
	56.6

	No. of children
	5,034


According to age distribution, the percentage of children in the age groups 12-23 months and 24-35 months reached 19.3% and 19.0% respectively. The percentage of children in the age group 6-11 months totaled 10.8% and the number of eligible children under five in the survey sample totaled 5,034 children.

2.8.2 Background characteristics of children aged 5-17 years:

Table 2.13 shows the percentage distribution of the survey sample children aged 5-17 years by selected background characteristics. According to the Table, the percentage of children aged 5-9 is 43.8%. The percentages of males and females in this age group are close. They are equally distributed by place of residence at urban, rural, and refugee camps. The percentage of children aged 10-12 is 23.1%; the percentage of children aged 13-14 is 14.3%; and the percentage of children aged 15-17 is 18.7%.

Table 2.13: Percentage Distribution of Children (5-17) Years by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

	Background characteristics
	Age
	Total
	No. of children

	
	5-9
	10-12
	13-14
	15-17
	
	

	Sex
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Males
	44.0
	22.8
	14.7
	18.5
	100
	5,864

	Females 
	43.6
	23.5
	13.9
	19.0
	100
	5,691

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West Bank
	44.1
	23.0
	14.3
	18.6
	100
	7,078

	Gaza Strip
	43.6
	23.3
	14.3
	18.8
	100
	4,477

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	44.1
	23.0
	14.5
	18.4
	100
	6,335

	Rural
	43.5
	23.1
	14.4
	19.0
	100
	3,315

	Refugee camp
	43.8
	23.5
	13.5
	19.2
	100
	1,905

	Total 
	43.9
	23.1
	14.3
	18.7
	100
	11,555


Executive summary:

· People under fifteen years of age constitute 45.6% of the total of the population of the Palestinian Territory; elderly people aged 65 and above constitute 3.4% of the population of the Palestinian Territory. A slight drop occurred to the percentage of children under five years of age.

· Two-thirds of household live in the West Bank; whereas, one-third lives in Gaza Strip.

· Palestinian families are still large; 15.7% of such households have more than 8 members; whereas the percentage in 2000 was 20.1%. 

· 8.9% of families are headed by women; the percentage rises in the West Bank and refugee camps; however, the percentage did not change compared with 2000.

· The percentage of nuclear families rose to 83.0% of the total of Palestinian families in the Palestinian Territory compared to 77.5% in 2000; extended families constitute 12.6%, composite families constitute 0.1%, and one member families registered 4.3%.

· 92.4% of individuals aged 15 and above in the Palestinian Territory are literate; the percentage of literate people in 2000 was 89.2%. 

· The percentage of literacy among males and females increases with age.

· 44.6% of individuals aged 6 years and above in the Palestinian Territory are enrolled at education including 45.1 males and 44.0% females. Enrollment percentages in Gaza Strip are higher than those of the West Bank. 

· Housing density rate in the Palestinian Territory dropped to 1.86 persons per room; whereas the rate in 2000 was 2 persons. However, refugee camp families still suffer from higher density than urban and rural areas (2.03, 1.89, and 1.80 respectively) persons per room.

· The percentage of Palestinian dwellings with safe source of drinking water deteriorated largely in comparison with 2000; it dropped from 96.2% in 2000 to 80.6% in 2004. The same percentage dropped in Gaza Strip from 98.6% in 2000 to 60.1% in 2004.

· 99.6% of households have a method of discharging wastewater; half of households are connected to public sewers network.

· The percentage of male children under five years of age is slightly higher from the percentage of female children of the same age (51.0% and 49.0% respectively). The percentages are consistent with those of developing countries where the sex ratio is 103.6 males to 100 females in this age group.  

�PCBS, Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Final Results, 1997, Ramallah, Palestine 
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