Chapter Three

Fertility

3.1 Introduction:

This chapter focuses on the fertility rates, which include levels and trends of fertility and reproduction age of a woman. Having such information is important to follow up on the development of the impact of the health and population programs and policies in the Palestinian Territory and the need for alternative policies. The changes in fertility during previous years will be dealt with in this chapter. Moreover, the chapter will analyze the demographic and social as well as the economic factors related to fertility and fertility variation by region. Other topics, which may contribute to determining fertility levels and trends, will be discussed including birth intervals, age at first birth, education, marital status, and teenage fertility.

The chapter aims at studying the status and levels of fertility in the Palestinian Territory through the data of the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 compared with the Health Survey 2000. The calculation of fertility rates in this chapter is based on the records and dates of birth indicated by interviewed ever-married women in the age group 15-54. However, fertility estimates include all women at marriage age regardless of marital status. Data were collected during the survey in two sections of the questionnaire where every woman was asked a series of questions about the number of male and female children living with her, and those who did not live with her, as well as those who died. Then questions were asked about living children where each woman was asked about the sex of the living child, date of birth, and if there were twins or one child, and whether the child lived with the household or somewhere else. The age of the deceased children was recorded at the time of death. Data were collected about whether married woman were pregnant at the time of the interview or not to be used as indicator for future fertility indicator. It is worth noting that the significant quality of data about age and dates of reporting adds trust to the quality of the basic data used in estimating the fertility measurements.

3.2 Levels and variations of current fertility:

Data enable estimation of total fertility rates and detailed fertility rates by age for the year preceding the survey. The calculation of these rates benefits understanding age patterns of reproduction and the total levels and variations of such patterns. The rates for all women is calculated using age structure from the household questionnaire and individuals' characteristics based on the fact that women who have never been married do not have children. 

Table 3.1 shows the age specific fertility (per 1000 women) and total fertility rates for the year preceding the Demographic and Health Survey 2004. Total fertility rate is the total age-specific fertility rates;  it is the average number of children who would be born to a woman during her lifetime if she were to pass through her childbearing years conforming to the age specific fertility rates in a certain year. According to current levels, a woman can give birth to 4.6 children throughout her childbearing years. This indicator was calculated using direct methods since the nature of data available by the survey allowed using such method for their accuracy compared with indirect methods. Moreover, direct method is used in most countries that carry out woman and child health surveys. Obviously, age-specific fertility rate by age reached highest levels in the age group 20-24 and 25-29. 

Table 3.1: Age-Specific Fertility Rates (per 1000 women) and Total Fertility Rates by Region, 2003

	Age group
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	69.4
	65.2
	76.4

	20-24
	236.0
	203.4
	293.3

	25-29
	230.2
	193.8
	297.2

	30-34
	205.9
	189.5
	240.4

	35-39
	126.2
	120.7
	137.5

	40-44
	56.5
	36.9
	99.6

	45-49
	1.2
	0.0
	3.8

	Total fertility rate
	4.6
	4.1
	5.8


The total fertility rates of the Palestinian Territory are high to a certain degree compared with the data of the demographic and health surveys of neighboring and other Arab countries where such data are available. Most of these countries, according to data, enjoy lower fertility rates such as Jordan (3.7), Egypt (3.5), Tunisia (2.1), Morocco (2.7), Lebanon (2.4) and Syria (3.8). However, Yemen is the only country that has higher fertility rates (7.0)
.

The high fertility rate in the Palestinian Territory is due to a number of social, demographic, economic, cultural, and political factors. Also, there is a number of other factors that contribute to having a high fertility levels in the Palestinian Territory including young age at first marriage and first pregnancy where mean age at first marriage is 19 years and the mean age at first pregnancy is 20; in addition to the desire to have large families, low participation of the woman in the labor force, and the importance of the demographic factor in the Palestinian-Israel conflict.

According to results, there are significant variations in total fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory by region. The total fertility rates of the West Bank reached 4.1 whereas Gaza Strip recorded 5.8. According to table 3.1, which shows the age-specific fertility rates (per 1000 women) during the year preceding the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 for each region, Gaza Strip has higher age-specific fertility rates than those of the West Bank in the different age groups. The variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip increase among the age groups 20-24 and 25-29; the most reproductive age groups in both regions. The variation could be the result of different economic and social conditions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Moreover, the total fertility rates of the Palestinian Territory dropped from 6.1 in 1994 to 4.9 in 1999 and 4.6 in 2003. The total fertility rates varied between the two regions during the past period. 

Table 3.2: Age Specific Fertility Rates (per 1000 women), 1994, 1999, 

 2003

	Age group
	1994*
	1999**
	2003

	15-19
	114
	88
	69

	20-24
	294
	248
	236

	25-29
	291
	247
	230

	30-34
	248
	206
	206

	35-39
	177
	144
	126

	40-44
	82
	50
	57

	45-49
	5
	4
	1

	Total fertility rate
	6.1
	4.9
	4.6


*Source: PCBS, Demographic Survey 1995 Database, Ramallah, Palestine

** Source: PCBS, Health  Survey 2000 Database, Ramallah, Palestine

3.3 Fertility trends: 

Figure 3.1 shows age-specific fertility rates (per 1000 women) during the year preceding the Demographic and Health Survey 2004 and the Health Survey 2000 in the Palestinian Territory. The age-specific fertility rates for women in the age group 15-49 dropped during 1999-2003. 

Figure 3.1: Age-Specific Fertility Rates, 1999, 2003
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Table 3.3 shows that fertility rates drop at urban areas; whereas at refugee camps they rise clearly. At urban areas, fertility rates reached 4.5 births compared to 4.7 birth for rural areas and 5.1 at refugee camps. These results seem to be logical since fertility rates are usually low at urban areas when compared with rural areas for different life patterns and requirements. The request for children is higher at rural areas than urban areas. Also, mother education influences fertility levels, which drop among educated women compared with other women, according to the Demographic and Health Survey 2004. Consequently, the total fertility rates for the women whose education is below the general secondary certificate reached 4.8; whereas they reached 4.5 among women who have the general secondary certificate, and 4.6 among women of whose education is higher than just the general secondary certificate.

Table 3.3: Total Fertility Rates in 2003 by Selected Background Characteristics

	Background characteristics
	Total fertility rates

	Type of locality
	

	Urban
	4.5

	Rural
	4.7

	Refugee camp
	5.1

	Education
	

	Less than secondary
	4.8

	Secondary
	4.5

	Higher than secondary
	4.6


3.4 Accumulative fertility

Accumulative fertility is the mean number of live children born to a woman until the date of the survey; therefore, it does not reflect the total fertility for women during their reproduction lifetime especially young women who still have sufficient time to reproduce. The mean number of ever-born children is, therefore, an indicator of accumulative fertility and reflects the fertility of elder women who approach the end of reproduction period.   

Figure 3.2: Mean Number of Children Ever Born to Ever-Married Women by Age 

Group, 2000, 2004
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Figure 3.2 shows the mean number of ever-born children to women in the Palestinian Territory by age during 2000 and 2004. Noticeably, the mean of ever-born children remained fixed during the years though it dropped from 4.7 in 1995 to 4.5 in 2000 and 2004.

Table 3.4 shows percentage distribution of ever-married and currently married women by number of children ever-born, mean number of children ever-born and living. It is worth noting that 28.5% of ever-married women of all age groups have 2 or less children. On the other hand, the percentage of ever-married women and have 10 or more children reached 7.3%. On average, the mean number of children ever-born to ever-married women is 4.5 children; the mean number of the living is 4.3. The percentage of women who have not had any children yet is 8.1%; mostly young women whose ages are still less than 25 years. Focusing on women who have completed the reproduction cycle and are in the age group 50-54 shows that 3.0% of them had not had any children; on the other hand, approximately 30% of them had 10 children and more, which is a high percentage. The mean number of living children for women in the age group 50-54 totaled approximately 7.5 births. This clearly indicates the fertility levels, which were prevalent not so long ago are very high levels. 

Table 3.4: Percentage Distribution of Ever-Married and Currently Married Women by Number of Children Ever-Born, Mean Number of Children Ever-Born and Living by 

Age, 2004

	Age
	No. of ever born children
	No. of women
	Average no. of children ever born 
	Average no. of alive children

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10+
	
	
	

	
	Ever married women
	
	
	

	15-19
	44.9
	35.6
	16.1
	3.4
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	233
	0.8
	0.7

	20-24
	14.2
	24.7
	32.3
	19.7
	7.6
	1.3
	0.2
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	851
	1.9
	1.8

	25-29
	7.1
	9.2
	16.5
	21.6
	23.7
	15.0
	4.6
	1.7
	0.4
	0.1
	0.1
	918
	3.2
	3.1

	30-34
	3.4
	2.7
	6.5
	14.4
	22.3
	22.0
	14.6
	6.7
	4.7
	2.0
	0.7
	836
	4.6
	4.4

	35-39
	3.3
	1.4
	3.8
	6.5
	11.9
	18.7
	18.2
	14.4
	9.5
	6.6
	5.7
	728
	5.8
	5.5

	40-44
	4.1
	1.8
	1.6
	5.6
	8.7
	10.4
	14.0
	15.5
	10.6
	10.2
	17.5
	655
	6.7
	6.3

	45-49
	5.9
	1.8
	4.3
	5.7
	5.5
	7.5
	12.4
	9.2
	10.3
	12.8
	24.6
	438
	7.0
	6.6

	50-54
	2.9
	0.9
	4.5
	5.6
	4.9
	10.3
	10.7
	10.1
	7.1
	12.6
	30.4
	312
	7.5
	6.9

	Total 
	8.1
	8.6
	11.8
	12.5
	13.2
	12.2
	9.7
	7.0
	5.0
	4.6
	7.3
	4,971
	4.5
	4.3

	Currently Married women

	15-19
	44.6
	35.6
	16.3
	3.5
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	230
	0.8
	0.7

	20-24
	14.0
	24.7
	32.4
	19.9
	7.5
	1.3
	0.2
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	ــــ
	841
	1.9
	1.8

	25-29
	6.4
	8.4
	16.4
	22.0
	24.2
	15.4
	4.8
	1.8
	0.4
	0.1
	0.1
	892
	3.3
	3.2

	30-34
	2.6
	2.1
	6.2
	14.7
	23.0
	22.2
	15.0
	6.6
	4.8
	2.1
	0.7
	815
	4.6
	4.5

	35-39
	2.8
	1.3
	2.8
	6.2
	12.1
	18.7
	18.8
	15.1
	9.7
	6.7
	5.8
	694
	5.9
	5.6

	40-44
	3.4
	1.4
	1.6
	5.1
	8.5
	10.4
	14.3
	16.0
	10.4
	10.4
	18.5
	626
	6.8
	6.5

	45-49
	5.5
	1.2
	3.6
	5.7
	5.3
	7.3
	12.6
	8.9
	10.7
	13.4
	25.8
	394
	7.2
	6.8

	50-54
	2.7
	0.4
	4.1
	5.3
	5.2
	10.2
	10.5
	9.4
	7.2
	13.1
	31.9
	265
	7.7
	7.0

	Total 
	7.7
	8.4
	11.8
	12.7
	13.5
	12.4
	9.8
	7.0
	4.9
	4.5
	7.3
	4,757
	4.6
	4.3


Table 3.4 also shows that the mean number of ever-born children to a woman and the mean number of living children to ever-married and currently married women increase with the increase in the woman's age in the age group 15-54.

Table 3.5 shows the mean number of children ever-born to a woman and the mean number of children ever-born and living to ever-married women by region and age group. The table shows that the mean number of children ever-born to a woman and the mean number of living children is higher among Gazan women in the age group 20-54 than women of the same age group in the West Bank. 

Table 3.5: Mean Number of Children Ever-Born and Mean Number of Children Ever-Born and Living to Ever-Married Women by Age and Region, 2004

	Age group
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	
	Average no. of children ever born 
	Average no. of alive children
	Average no. of children ever born 
	Average no. of alive children

	15-19
	0.8
	0.8
	0.9
	0.7

	20-24
	1.8
	1.7
	2.0
	1.9

	25-29
	3.0
	2.9
	3.6
	3.5

	30-34
	4.2
	4.1
	5.2
	4.9

	35-39
	5.3
	5.1
	6.6
	6.3

	40-44
	6.3
	6.0
	7.5
	7.1

	45-49
	6.8
	6.5
	7.4
	6.9

	50-54
	7.1
	6.5
	8.1
	7.5

	Total
	4.3
	4.1
	4.9
	4.7


3.5 Birth intervals:

A birth interval is the period of time between two successive live births. Mean birth interval for women in the Palestinian Territory in the five years preceding the survey was approximately 34 months. Table 3.6 contains information about the number of births and birth intervals during the five years preceding the survey by selected characteristics about the topic. Birth intervals are positively linked with the woman age; they are approximately 20.0 months for women in the age group 15-19 and approximately 48.3 months for women in the age group of 40-44.

Additionally, West Bank women enjoy longer birth intervals compared with women in Gaza Strip (34.7 months and 32.3 respectively). Also, Urban and rural women have longer birth intervals compared with women living in refugee camps (33.9 and 34.0 respectively).

Comparing these rates with the rates of 2000 shows that slight increase took place in birth intervals. The mean birth intervals increased in the Palestinian Territory from 33.0 months in 2000 to 33.7 in 2004. It is also noticed that a similar increase in birth interval in the West Bank (34.1 months in 2000 to 34.7 months in 2004) and Gaza Strip (31.2 months in 2000 to 32.3 months in 2004). The short birth intervals are those that are less than 18 months. The process of measuring having women enjoying short birth intervals receives special attention since short birth intervals have negative impact on the health of the mother and child. 

Table 3.6: Birth Intervals (months) in the Five Years Preceding the Survey by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	2000*
	2004

	Age 
	
	

	15-19
	18.8
	20.0

	20-24
	22.6
	22.8

	25-29
	28.5
	30.6

	30-34
	34.9
	36.5

	35-39
	41.6
	42.8

	40-44
	48.8
	48.3

	45-49
	46.0
	60.0

	Type of locality
	
	

	Urban
	33.6
	33.9

	Rural
	33.6
	34.0

	Refugee camp
	30.0
	32.5

	Region
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	33.0
	33.7

	West Bank
	34.1
	34.7

	Gaza Strip
	31.2
	32.3


*Source: PCBS, Health Survey 2000, Database. Ramallah, Palestine

Table 3.7: Proportion of Women with Short Birth Intervals (less than 18 months) by Women's Current Age and Region, 2004

	Current age
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	15-19
	44.1
	47.4
	40.2

	20-24
	36.2
	36.1
	36.4

	25-29
	28.2
	28.4
	28.0

	30-34
	26.0
	24.9
	27.5

	35-39
	27.8
	26.8
	29.3

	40-44
	28.4
	27.8
	29.3

	45-49
	29.3
	29.6
	28.8

	Total 
	28.4
	27.8
	29.1


The percentage of women who gave birth to children within short birth intervals totaled 28.4% of the total deliveries in the age group 15-49; the same percentage is higher among Gaza Strip women compared with West Bank women (29.1% and 28.4% respectively).

3.6 Age at first birth:

Woman age at first birth is an important indicator of fertility since delaying having first birth (reflects marriage at a later age) is mostly related to low fertility rates. Table 3.7 shows the percentage distribution of women by age at first birth and current age. The table shows that approximately 40% of women in the Palestinian Territory had their first birth at the age of 18 years or less; moreover, 66.4% of women had their first birth before they turned 20 years. Only 7% of ever-married women had their first birth at the age of 25 years and  above. 

Table 3.8: Percentage Distribution of Women by Age at First Birth and Current Age, 2004

	Age at first birth
	Current age

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	50-54
	Total

	17  and below 
	78.6
	42.3
	41.7
	37.3
	32.5
	36.1
	43.0
	33.6
	40.2

	18
	15.1
	18.9
	12.7
	15.1
	11.5
	10.3
	12.5
	17.3
	14.1

	19
	6.3
	16.7
	12.0
	12.8
	12.4
	11.0
	6.6
	10.9
	12.1

	20
	ــــ
	10.2
	7.9
	9.0
	12.1
	9.5
	9.2
	6.2
	8.9

	21
	ــــ
	5.3
	7.8
	5.5
	7.6
	6.4
	3.6
	4.6
	5.8

	22
	ــــ
	4.4
	5.5
	6.7
	6.9
	6.4
	5.4
	4.2
	5.5

	23
	ــــ
	1.9
	5.4
	3.7
	4.9
	4.4
	4.4
	5.2
	4.0

	24
	ــــ
	0.3
	2.8
	2.7
	2.9
	3.3
	3.6
	2.6
	2.4

	+25
	ــــ
	ــــ
	4.2
	7.2
	9.2
	12.6
	11.7
	15.4
	7.0

	No. of women
	233
	851
	918
	836
	728
	655
	438
	312
	4,971


There is no clear difference of women mean age at first birth in the age group 25-49, according to current age, region, or type of locality. The Table tells us that the mean age of women at first birth in the Palestinian Territory is 20.

Table 3.9: Median Age at First Birth for 25-49 Years Old Women by Current Age and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004

	Background characteristics
	Current age

	
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	Total

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	Rural
	20
	20
	21
	20
	19
	20

	Refugee camp
	19
	20
	21
	21
	21
	20

	Region
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	19
	20
	20
	20
	20
	20

	West Bank
	20
	20
	21
	20
	19
	20

	Gaza Strip
	19
	19
	20
	21
	21
	20


The comparison with the data with data from 1995 and 2000 shows that the mean age at first birth dropped slightly from 20.7 in 1995 to 20.0 in 2000 and remained the same in 2004.

3.7 Teenage fertility:

Women below twenty years of age and their births are subjected to major health risks compared to those aged 20 and above; also, pregnancy and delivery below the age of twenty has negative social results especially on female education. Such pregnancy and delivery also make women lose their opportunity to continue their education and joining the labor force; henceforth, negatively influencing the woman's social and economic conditions. Table 3.10 sheds some light on the percentage of women 15-19 years old who are mothers or pregnant for the first birth by single years of age and region through the data of the Health Survey 2000. The table shows that the percentage of women who became mothers in the age group 15-19 in the Palestinian Territory reached 8.6%. Also, 4.4% of women of the same age group became pregnant with their first birth during this period of their lives. Moreover, approximately one third of Palestinian women became mothers at the age of 19 years.

Table 3.10: Percentage of Women 15-19 Years Old Who Are Mothers or Pregnant for the First Birth by Single Years of Age and Region, 2000

	Single years of age
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers

	15
	0.9
	0.0
	1.1
	0.0
	0.6
	0.0

	16
	1.9
	0.7
	2.1
	0.0
	1.4
	1.7

	17
	7.8
	6.0
	5.4
	7.4
	12.1
	3.3

	18
	6.9
	13.0
	6.9
	14.7
	7.0
	9.9

	19
	4.8
	26.2
	4.5
	26.3
	5.3
	26.1

	Total 
	4.4
	8.6
	4.0
	9.2
	5.1
	7.6


Table 3.10 shows the percentage of women aged 15-19 who became mothers or pregnant with their first birth by single years and region in 2004. Noticeably, there is a drop in teenage pregnancy from 4.4% in 2000 to 2.7% in 2004, and mothers from 8.6% to 7.2% for the same period respectively. The percentage of the drop in teenage pregnancy can be noticed at the age of 15, 16, and 19; a drop is recorded with respect to teenage mothers at 17 to 18 years of age.
Table 3.11: Percentage of Women 15-19 Years Old Who Are Mothers or Pregnant for the First Birth by Single Years of Age and Region, 2004

	Single years of age
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers

	15
	0.7
	0.4
	0.5
	0.0
	1.1
	1.2

	16
	2.2
	0.8
	1.0
	0.5
	3.8
	1.1

	17
	2.8
	4.4
	2.7
	2.8
	3.0
	6.8

	18
	3.0
	13.6
	2.6
	12.9
	3.8
	15.0

	19
	5.1
	18.8
	4.7
	18.5
	5.8
	19.4

	Total 
	2.7
	7.2
	2.2
	6.9
	3.4
	7.7


Table 3.12 shows the percentage of women in the age group 15-19 who became mothers of pregnant with their first birth by single years of age by type of locality. The percentage drops among mothers in refugee camps and urban areas compared with rural women (7.1%, 7.0%, and 7.7% respectively).

Table 3.12: Percentage of Women 15-19 Years Old Who Are Mothers or Pregnant for the First Birth by Single Years of Age and Type of Locality, 2004

	Single years of age
	Urban
	Rural
	Refugee camp

	
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers
	Pregnant for the first birth
	Mothers

	15
	0.4
	0.4
	1.0
	0.0
	1.1
	1.2

	16
	2.1
	1.0
	1.9
	0.8
	2.9
	0.0

	17
	3.8
	5.3
	2.6
	2.4
	0.0
	4.6

	18
	2.3
	12.6
	4.1
	17.0
	3.8
	10.7

	19
	4.1
	16.4
	7.6
	20.4
	3.9
	24.8

	Total 
	2.5
	7.0
	3.3
	7.7
	2.2
	7.1


8.3 Marital status:
Undoubtedly, the marriage phenomenon has social, economic, and demographic dimensions. The current marital status data of females provide information on the marriage phenomenon and expected marriage age, the role of marital status in strengthening and determining fertility since it is the demographic factor with most influence on population growth rates, whether positively or negatively.

Table 3.13: Percentage Distribution of Women 15-49 Years by Age, Marital Status, and Region, 2004

	Age and region
	Marital status

	
	Single
	Married
	Divorced
	Widow
	Separated

	Palestinian Territory
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	86.5
	13.2
	0.2
	0.1
	0.0

	20-24
	41.3
	57.8
	0.7
	0.2
	0.0

	25-29
	22.2
	75.4
	1.6
	0.7
	0.1

	30-34
	13.8
	83.5
	2.0
	0.4
	0.3

	35-39
	11.7
	84.2
	2.1
	1.4
	0.6

	40-44
	9.0
	86.8
	1.6
	2.1
	0.5

	45-49
	7.9
	82.6
	1.9
	6.6
	1.0

	Total 
	36.5
	61.1
	1.2
	1.0
	0.2

	West Bank
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	87.5
	12.2
	0.2
	0.1
	0.0

	20-24
	44.6
	54.5
	0.7
	0.2
	0.0

	25-29
	24.6
	73.2
	1.3
	0.8
	0.1

	30-34
	16.1
	81.4
	2.2
	0.0
	0.3

	35-39
	13.2
	82.2
	2.3
	1.4
	0.9

	40-44
	11.7
	83.9
	1.6
	2.1
	0.7

	45-49
	10.8
	78.8
	2.1
	7.2
	1.1

	Total 
	37.7
	59.6
	1.3
	1.0
	0.3

	Gaza Strip
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	84.9
	14.8
	0.3
	0.0
	0.0

	20-24
	35.5
	63.5
	0.6
	0.4
	0.0

	25-29
	17.7
	79.7
	2.1
	0.5
	0.0

	30-34
	9.3
	87.5
	1.7
	1.2
	0.3

	35-39
	8.7
	88.1
	1.7
	1.5
	0.0

	40-44
	3.5
	92.8
	1.5
	2.2
	0.0

	45-49
	1.9
	90.6
	1.4
	5.4
	0.7

	Total 
	34.0
	63.8
	1.1
	1.0
	0.1


Table 3.13 shows the percentage distribution of women aged 15-49 by marital status. According to the table, 61.1% of women in childbearing age are currently married; 1.0% of the same category of women are widowed; 1.2% are divorced; and 36.5% have never been married before. Data show that 13.2% of women of the age group 15-19 are married. The percentage of married women reached in the age group 20-24 to 57.8%. The percentage of being widowed increases as age advances; the percentage of widows in the age group 45-49 totals approximately 6.6%. The percentage of divorced women aged 25 and above ranged between 1.6% and 2.1%. 

Table 3.13 shows that 59.6% of women in childbearing age in the West Bank are currently married. The percentage; however, is higher in Gaza Strip as it reached to 63.8%, which explains in part the high fertility rates that have their impact on population growth rates. The percentage of widows and divorced women in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is almost similar. According to results, the percentage of women who have not gotten married yet is higher in the West Bank in comparison with Gaza Strip for all age groups. 

3.9 Marriage among relatives:

Marriage among blood relations, cousins marriage, marriage from the same family, is common in the Palestinian Territory as is the case with other Arab countries. 

Table 3.14 shows how common is this phenomenon in the Palestinian Territory. According to the table, 45.3% of ever-married women are married to their cousins or relative from the same family. This percentage is higher in Gaza Strip than the West Bank (51.0% and 41.9% respectively). The percentages do not largely differ from 2000 where the Health Survey results showed that the percentage of ever-married women who were married to cousins or relative from the same family were 53.1% in Gaza Strip and 46.1% in the West Bank. This phenomenon has negative impact especially on children health where the potential of having congenital diseases is higher compared with marriages that are not among relatives. Protecting social and family relations is one of the reasons for this type of marriage; it could also be among the reasons leading to early marriage and consequently to high fertility rates since the family plays a major role in determining the number of children especially male children. Sons are viewed as support and social security for the parents as they grow older. Sons are expected to work and bring income to the household thus helping it improve its economic conditions and parents support. Having male children also guarantees protecting the family name and sons and having more sons is viewed as an influential demographic factor in the region.

Table 3.14: Percentage Distribution of Ever-Married Women 15-54 Years by Degree of Consanguinity, Age, and Region, 2004

	Degree of Consanguinity
	Age
	
	Total

	
	15-19
	20-24
	25-29
	30-34
	35-39
	40-44
	45-49
	50-54
	

	Palestinian Territory
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First cousins 
	26.0
	26.1
	25.2
	27.2
	28.6
	30.3
	29.7
	28.3
	27.5

	From the same family
	17.0
	17.0
	16.0
	17.0
	17.0
	20.9
	19.6
	21.0
	17.8

	No relative 
	57.0
	56.8
	58.7
	55.8
	54.4
	48.8
	50.7
	50.7
	54.8

	No. of women
	233
	851
	918
	836
	728
	655
	438
	312
	4,971

	West Bank
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First cousins 
	20.5
	25.5
	21.0
	23.7
	26.7
	28.8
	24.7
	26.3
	24.7

	From the same family
	15.2
	16.4
	14.9
	18.0
	16.6
	19.8
	17.8
	20.3
	17.2

	No relative 
	64.3
	58.1
	64.1
	58.3
	56.7
	51.4
	57.5
	53.4
	58.1

	No. of women
	125
	497
	564
	523
	484
	409
	291
	193
	3,086

	Gaza Strip 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	First cousins 
	33.3
	27.0
	32.4
	33.8
	32.3
	33.0
	38.9
	31.4
	32.2

	From the same family
	19.3
	17.9
	18.0
	15.1
	17.7
	22.9
	22.8
	22.1
	18.8

	No relative 
	47.4
	55.1
	49.6
	51.1
	50.0
	44.1
	38.3
	46.5
	49.0

	No. of women
	108
	354
	354
	313
	244
	246
	147
	119
	1,885


According to table 3.15, there is a minor difference among those who marry outside the family where the number of ever-born children born to parents who are relatives reached 4.9 whereas the number of ever-born children born to parents who are not relatives reached 4.2 births. 

Table 3.15: The Mean Number of Ever-Born Children to Ever-Married Women by Relationship between Couples and Region, 2004 

	Relationship between spouses
	Mean number of children

	Palestinian Territory 
	

	Not related spouses
	4.2

	Related spouses
	4.9


4.5

	
	

	West Bank
	

	Not related spouses
	4.0

	Related spouses
	4.7


4.3

	
	

	Gaza Strip
	

	Not related spouses
	4.7

	Related spouses
	5.2


4.9

	
	


Executive summary:

· According to the Demographic and Health Survey 2004, the fertility rates are still high despite the drop; results show that the total fertility rate of a Palestinian woman is 4.6 children in 2003.

· The fertility levels vary according to geographic region; the total fertility rate in the West Bank totaled 4.1 children compared to 5.8 children in Gaza Strip.

· Fertility levels largely vary with education of the woman; the total fertility rates among women whose education is less than secondary is 4.8 children whereas the figure for women who have completed secondary education is 4.5; and the rates for those with education higher than secondary education reached 4.6 children.

· The mean number of ever-born children to women remains the same at 4.5 for 2000 and 2004.

· The mean birth interval among women in the Palestinian Territory during the five years preceding the survey is 33.7 months with obvious variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

· Approximately 40.0% of women in the Palestinian Territory have their first birth at the age of 17 or less; 86.6% of women in the Palestinian Territory have their first birth at the age of 22 or less; and only 7% of women in the Palestinian Territory have their first birth at the age of 25 or more.

· The Palestinian society is among the societies whose women marry at a relatively early age, which increase fertility rates.

· 7.2% of women aged 15-19 in the Palestinian Territory were mothers at the time when the survey was conducted. Also, 2.7% of women of this age group were pregnant with their first birth.

· Marriage among relatives is still common in the Palestinian society; however, it is more widespread in Gaza Strip than the West Bank. 

· There are differences among those who marry their relatives and those who do not marry their relatives with respect to the number of children; the mean number of ever-born children born to parents who are relatives reached 4.9 whereas the number of ever-born children born to parents who are not relatives reached 4.2 children.

Recommendations:

Maternal and child health educational programs should focus on the health benefit woman and child can achieve when having smaller size families; longer birth intervals; delay first birth until reaching 20s. Such issues will protect mother and child health as well as giving each child his/ her right to sufficient upbringing and care; and

Institutions involved in family planning must contribute to directing people towards family planning and the importance of family planning; the importance of birth intervals; delaying pregnancy and delivery to after teenage years. It is insufficient to guide women only; men should be allowed to involve themselves in such issues since they play a role in deciding about family planning.      

� Population Reference Bureau, World Population Data Sheet, 2004





PAGE  
59

_1203570267

_1202728056

