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Summary

1. Introduction:

This is the third Palestinian Educational Statistical Yearbook which is prepared by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), the Ministry of Education (MOE), and the Ministry of Higher education (MOHE).

This Yearbook provides basic educational statistics based on data collected from the educational institutions, using standard methodology in data collection, editing, data entry and tabulation. The statistics provided describe the educational reality in the various educational institutions through figures.  It is useful for educational planners and policy-makers for forecasting the future, through the comprehensive statistical indicators provided on this sector. 


This report provides comprehensive statistics about all types of Palestinian education:

 Pre-school education (Kindergartens); 

 General Education (Basic and Secondary Stages);

 Higher Education (Universities and Intermediate Community Colleges);

 Non-Formal Education;

The preliminary data used for preparing this report was collected through a census of all licensed educational institutions in Palestine.  Special instruments for data collection were prepared for each type of education, and were distributed to the institutions for completion.

2. Glossary:
The concepts and terms used in this report have the following meanings:
	Academic Secondary

Education:
	A two-stream education (literary and scientific streams).  It consists of the first and the second secondary grades.



	Administrator:
	Refers to school principal (who does not teach), principal assistant, secretary, librarian, store-keeper, accountant, clerk, typist, dormitory director or head of department.



	Aggregated Classroom:
	Classroom consisting of students from two or more grades.



	Area Per Student (Pupil):


	Total classrooms area measured in squared meters divided by the total number of students (pupils).



	Basic Stage:
	The first ten scholastic years of schooling on which other stages of education depend.



	
	

	Class:
	A group of students (pupils) at any educational stage, who make up one grade or more and share one classroom.



	Classroom:
	Room used for teaching regardless of number of grades using this room; and do not include rooms used for non-teaching activities.



	Crowdness Rate:
	Total number of students divided by the number of existing classrooms.



	Drop-out Student:
	Student who left school during the last scholastic year and did not transfer to another school, and has no intention of reterning to school.



	Electricity and Electronics Workshop:
	Refers to workshop for electricity installations, maintenance of  radios, televisions, computers, or office equipment.



	Employed Person:
	An employed person could be a guard, a worker, a driver, a division officer, a cook, or a professional technician.



	Full-timer:
	An employee working full-time.



	Funding Source:
	The body funding the course.



	Governmental School:
	Any educational institution run by MOE or any other ministry or governmental instrumentality.



	Heating: 
	Includes central heating system, kerosene heater, gas heater, electric heater, coal or firewood heater or any combination of these.



	Intermediate Community College:
	Any institution offering any type of education and training for those who passed the secondary stage provided that the study period is less than 4 years.



	Kindergarten:


	Any educational institution licensed by MOE to offer education for four-years or five-years old children (at most two years before basic stage).  It is divided into two stages:

First Grade: Attended by 4 years old children.

Second Grade: Attended by 5 years old children.




	Mechanic Workshop:
	Refers to workshop for car maintenance and repair, agricultural equipment, central heating and medical tools, air-conditioning, turnery, blacksmithing and soldering.



	Foreign Student: 
	A student of Palestinian origin, regardless of his/her own or his/her parents’ current nationality, who is enrolled in an educational institution in the WB or GS.



	Non-Classroom:
	Room used for non-teaching purposes.



	Non-Formal Education:
	Cultural center licensed by MOE to offer courses on 

the different fields of education or knowledge (this 

definition was only adopted in this yearbook because 
non-formal education includes other types of education on which no information was collected for the purpose
 of this yearbook).



	Other Workshops:
	refers to workshops for tailoring, beauty centers or music.



	Part-timer:
	An employee working part-time.



	Permanent Source of

Water
	Include public network or any other permanent source of water.



	Private School:
	Any licensed local or foreign non-governmental educational institution, that is established, directed, run or financed by a foreign or Palestinian individual, group of individuals, societies or bodies.



	Promoted Student:
	A student (pupil) who succeeded in all subjects and is promoted to the following grade.



	Refugee Student:
	A student registered as a refugee in UNRWA records, provided that his/her sponsor carries a refugee card.



	Repeater:
	Student (pupil) who didn’t succeed in one or more subjects, thus was not promoted to the following grade.



	Returnee Student:
	A student who recently returned with his/her parents, provided that he/she or one of his/her parents have an ID issued by the PNA.




	School Building Tenure:
	The body that owns the school building or pays its rent and follows up its maintenance and extension.  A school building might be owned by a municipality, a government, or cultural committees.  It might be privately owned, owned by UNRWA, or other parties.



	School Shift:


	

	One -Shift\Evening:    
	This means that the school building is used for evening classes only.



	One -Shift\Morning:
	This means that the school building is used for morning classes only.



	Two-Shifts with One       Administration:
	The school building is used by one school for two shifts    a day with the same administration.      
 

	Two-Shifts with Two    Administrations:
	The school building is used by two schools with two administrations, one school in the morning and the other in the evening.



	School Gender:
	Refers to Gender of students.  Thus, it might be either for males only, females only, or for both genders.   


	School:
	Any educational institution excluding kindergartens, regardless of students’ number and grade structure.



	Secondary stage:
	A stage of two scholastic years following the basic stage.  That is, years 11 and 12 of schooling.



	Status:
	The status of the student (promote or repeater).



	Student/Pupil:
	Any one attending an educational institution.



	Supervising Authority:
	The body legally and administratively responsible for running the school.  It could be governmental, UNRWA, or private.



	Teacher:
	Any person at the institution with a certain qualification whose main job is teaching the students (Pupils). 



	Technician:
	It includes physician, nurse, supervisor, and laboratory keeper.



	Temporary Source of Water:


	It includes well, container, and tank.


	UNRWA School:
	Any non-governmental and non-private educational institution run or supervised by UNRWA.



	Vocational Secondary Education:
	It includes commercial, industrial, agricultural, and nursing streams. It consists of the first and second secondary grades.



	Years of Service:
	The actual number of years worked at any educational institution.


3. Main Findings:

3.1. Schools and Educational Institutions:

    The main findings of the educational institutions census 1996/1997 showed that there are 2,237 schools and kindergartens in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. These institutions are distributed by region as follows: 1,698 are in the West Bank and 539 are in Gaza Strip. They are distributed by supervising authority as follows: 1113 are governmental schools, 261 schools are supervised by UNRWA, 158 are private schools and 705 are kindergartens. These kindergartens are private except 4 are governmental. The results also showed that the number of UNRWA schools in Gaza strip (161) is higher than the number of UNRWA schools in the West Bank (100).
    About the distribution of schools by working shift, the results showed that there are 1,833 schools working one shift in the morning only, among these schools 1,565 are in the West Bank and 268 are in Gaza Strip. There are 40 schools working two shifts (morning and evening) but under the same administration, out of them there are 22 schools in the West bank and 18 schools are in Gaza Strip. There are 357 schools working two shifts (morning and evening) under different administrations, out of them there are 108 schools in the West Bank and 249 in Gaza Strip.  The remaining 7 schools are working one shift in the evening, 3 of them are in the West Bank and 4 are in Gaza Strip.
    The findings also showed that schools are distributed by building ownership as follows: 1,648 are owned; 520 are rented;  and 69 are owned and rented at the same time.  The results also showed that the percentage of owned schools in Gaza Strip (83%) is higher than the West Bank (74%).
    About the higher educational institutions, the results showed that there are 8 universities and 3 colleges offering B.A. degree in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Among these universities and colleges there are 6 universities and 2 colleges in the West Bank and 2 universities and one college in Gaza Strip.  The findings also showed that there are 17 community colleges in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, among them there are 14 in the West Bank and 3 in Gaza Strip.
    On the other hand, the findings showed that there are 154 cultural centers (non-formal education institutions) licensed from the Ministry of Education in the West Bank and Gaza Strip during the calendar year 1996, among these institutions, 132 centers did complete the questionnaire, 11 centers are new (they did not fill the questionnaire) and 11 centers did not respond. 
3.2. Students (Pupils):

The census findings showed that there are 781,954 students (pupils) attending schools and kindergartens, of which there are 475,585 in the West Bank and 306,369 are in Gaza Strip.  These students (pupils) distributed by gender as follows: 400,200 are males and 381,754 are females.  They are distributed according to supervising authority as follows: 481,678 are in governmental schools; 187,518 are in UNRWA schools; 43,624 are in private schools and 69,134 are in the kindergartens.

The findings also showed that there are 46,176 students attending university in the scholastic year 1996/1997, of which there are 26,533 males and 19,643 are females. Also are 4,599 students attending community college in the same scholastic year, they are distributed by gender as follows: 2,254 are males and 2,345 are females.  Most of university students are in the college of Art, Education, Economics and Management, the total number in these colleges was 32,046 which is  69.4 % of the total number of students.  But in the community colleges, most of the students are concentrated in the Administrative, Finance and Computer programs, the total number of students in these programs was 2,353 students.  

On the other hand, the findings showed that there are 3,441 students graduated from universities in the scholastic year 1995/1996, of which, 1,778 are males and 1,663 are females. The total number of graduates from the community colleges was 1,413 students for the same scholastic year, of which 505 are males and 908 are females.

The findings also indicated that there are 18,563 trainees joined the different courses held at the cultural centers (excluding those in the centers which did not respond), among them 8,976 are males and 9,587 are females.  These trainees distributed by region as follows: 5,786 are in the West Bank and 3,190 are in Gaza Strip.  The total number of trainees who completed the training courses was 14,995 trainee, out of them 7,154 are males and 7,841 are females.

3.3. Classes:

The results showed that there are 21,923 classes at schools and kindergartens, these classes are distributed by region as follows: 14,808 are in the West bank and 7,115 are in Gaza Strip. Classes are distributed by gender as follows: 8,065 are male classes, 7,527 are female classes and 6,333 are co-ed classes. They are distributed by stage as follows: 2,438 are kindergarten classes, 17,618 are basic stage classes and 1,867 are secondary stage classes. 
3.4. Teachers and other Employees:

The findings showed that there are 26,230 teachers in schools and kindergartens, they are distributed by region as follows: 17,408 are in the West bank and 8,822 are in Gaza Strip.  They are distributed by supervising authorities as follows: 16,498 are in governmental schools, 4,945 are in UNRWA schools and 4,787 teachers are in private schools and kindergartens. They are distributed by the highest qualification as follows: 1,863 are having Secondary or lower Certificates, 13,525 are having Lower Diploma degree, 10,195 are having Bachelor degree, 431 are having Higher Diploma degree and 246 are having Master or higher degrees.

On the other hand, the findings showed that there are 2,030 school principals, of which, 803 are males and 1,227 are females.  Also, there are 3,491 administrators, 146 are technicians, 498 are employees and 2,418 are janitors working in schools and Kindergartens.

The total  number of teaching staff in  Palestinian universities for the academic year 1996/1997 was 1983. They are distributed by gender as follows: 1,743 are males and 240 are females.  Among them, 1,705 are working full time and 278 are working part time.  The full time staff are distributed by highest qualification as follows: 764 are having Ph.D, 644 are having MA/MSc, 2 are having Higher Diploma and 295  are having BA/BSc or lower degrees. Also, the findings showed that there are 1,592 persons working in administration and services, among them, 1,122 are males and  470 are females.

In community colleges, the findings showed that there are 332 teaching staff, of which, 247 are males and 85 are females. Among the teaching staff, 254 are working full time and 78 are working part time. The full time staff are distributed by highest qualification as follows: 9 are having Ph.D, 65 are having MA/MSc, 17 are  having Higher Diploma and 163 are having BA/BSc or lower degrees. Also, the findings showed that there are 388 persons working in administration and services, among them, 284 are males and  104 are females.

3.5. Schools’ Facilities:

About the availability of the facilities at schools, the findings showed that there are 1,395 schools having canteen. These schools are distributed by region as follows: 931 are in the West Bank and 364 are in Gaza Strip.  There are 1,862 schools having a permanent source of water, of which, 1,322 are in the West Bank and 350 are in Gaza Strip.  There are 1,969 schools having electricity (regardless of the source of the electricity), 1,443 are in the West Bank and 526 are in Gaza Strip.  There are 447 schools having heating at classrooms (regardless of the type of heating); 422 are in the West Bank and 25 are in Gaza Strip.  There are 2,223 schools having a library; 1,658 are in the West Bank and 538 are in Gaza Strip.

3.6. General Indicators:

The census results showed that the repetition rate in schools for the scholastic year 1995/1996 was 3.9% , and the drop-out rate was 2.8% for the same scholastic year.  These rates varies by the grade level, for example, the repetition rate was low in the lower grades (about 3.2%) and it increased rapidly in the middle elementary grades (grades 5-7) to reach 5.0%, then decreased in the higher grades. The drop-out rates increased rapidly from lower to higher grades, from 0.4% in the first elementary grade to 2.2% in the 6th elementary grade, then jumped to 9.0% in the first secondary grade.  Also, it noted that, the drop-out rates among boys in the lower grades are higher than girls, up to the 10th elementary grade, but in the grades higher than 10th, the drop-out rate among girls becomes higher than boys.

Also, the results showed that, the average number of students per teacher in schools varies by supervising authority, 28 in the governmental schools, 32 in the UNRWA schools, 16 in private schools and 32 child per teacher in kindergartens.  In the universities, the  average number of students per teaching staff varies from university to another, the lowest was in College of Engineering and Technology/Hebron and Education College/UNRWA, which is 11 students per teaching staff, and the highest was at Al-Quds Open University which is 193 students per teaching staff.  In community colleges, the average number  of students per teaching staff varies from 3 students per teacher in Kalandia Community college/UNRWA to 30 students per teacher in An-Najah community college.

About the average number of students per class, the findings showed that it varies from stage to another and from supervising authority to another.  It reached 28 in kindergartens, 37 in the basic stage, and 30 students per class in in the secondary stage.  While by supervising authorities it was as follows: 36 in governmental schools, 45 in UNRWA schools, and 27 students per class in private schools.

On the other hand, the census results showed that the area per student in classrooms differs by stage and region, whereas it reached 1.0  squared meter per pupil in the basic stage in the West Bank schools and 1.1 squared meter in Gaza Strip for the same stage. In the secondary stage, the area per student in the West Bank reached 1.3 squared meter and 1.2 squared meter in Gaza Strip.

Regarding the average number of classes per school, the results show that it differs by region, supervising authority and school gender (whether it is for boys, girls or for both sexes).  For example, the average number of classes in the boys’ governmental  schools in the West Bank was 12 classes, while it reached 19 classes in the boys’ governmental schools in Gaza Strip. In girls’ governmental schools in the West Bank, the average number is 12 classes, but it reaches 20 classes in the girls’ governmental schools in Gaza Strip.  At the same time the  average number of classes in the UNRWA girls’ schools in the West Bank is 13 classes, and it is 17 classes per school in UNRWA girls’ schools in Gaza Strip.

4. Methodology:

4.1. Coverage:

This project covers all educational institutions that are temporarily (for one year) or permanently licensed by MOE.  It covers all institutions regardless of the supervising authority.  This includes all governmental schools supervised by MOE, Ministry of  Islamic Wakf (MIW), Ministry of Social Affairs, in addition to UNRWA and private schools.  Schools supervised by Israeli Ministry of Education and Culture and the Israeli Municipality in East Jerusalem were excluded for reasons beyond our control.

4.2.  Project Administration:

A technical committee, Consisting of six members from PCBS staff was formed to supervise the education statistics’ project. The committee activities include supervision of the project from its early planning stages to the end of preparing this report.

4.3.  Questionnaire Design:

The same instruments used in the last two years were used in this year, with few modifications based on the gained experience. Some questions were dropped from the questionnaire and some were added, especially, on the General Secondary Certificate Examination (Tawjihi) in the previous year.  These included instruments for schools and kindergartens, universities, intermediate community colleges and non-formal education (cultural centers).

4.4.  Training:

As a result of the gained experience by the statisticians in the educational directorates and the school principals on how to deal with these questionnaires, it was decided that, any training on the questionnaires is not need any more.  Therefore, this year no training was held, but the statisticians at the directorates were told to call the project managers at PCBS and MOE if any question arises during the filling of the questionnaires. Also it was allowed for the school principals to call the project manager team directly to ask about any question they might face during the completion of the questionnaire.

4.5  Data Collection:

Questionnaires were distributed to the institutions as follows:      

1. Schools, kindergartens and community colleges questionnaires: They were distributed and collected through Directorates of Education in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Each institution was given three copies; one to be kept at the institution for its use and two copies were send to the Education Directorate.  The Directorate kept one copy for its use and sent the third copy to the MOE.  Data collection lasted two months from December 1996 to January 1997.

2. Non-formal education questionnaires: PCBS field workers, who had official letters from PCBS initiated the distribution of questionnaires to these institutions.  A period of two weeks was given for each institution to fill out the questionnaire.  Data collection lasted nearly for two months, during January and February 1997.  

3. Data about universities and community colleges were provided through the Ministry of Higher Education.  The Ministry of Higher Education conducted a survey on higher education institutions in cooperation with PCBS, but the Ministry published its own statistical yearbook and PCBS used some of the outputs of this yearbook to publish them in the Palestinian Education Statistical yearbook.

4.6  Editing of Completed Questionnaires:

To assure the accuracy of data before data entry, the questionnaires underwent meticulous editing. A team consisting of 9 editors from PCBS staff and one person from the Ministry of Education edited the questionnaires. The editing procedures were as follows:

 Preliminary editing, errors which included coding errors, summation errors, in addition to identification of missing data that was explicitly implied in the correctly filled answer.     

 After the preliminary editing, the questionnaire underwent another editing by a different editor.     

 By the end of the second editing, the supervisor reviewed the questionnaire and either approves it for data entry or returns it to the source for correction.     

 After all editing was completed, lists of schools and kindergartens were sent to the different Directorates to ensure that all schools and kindergartens belonging to those directorates had completed a questionnaire.     

4.7  Call-backs:

The detailed editing in the offices resulted in preparing a list of questionnaires that were not completed correctly, and thus were returned to the source for correction. The errors were listed in the cover page of the questionnaires, along with an official letter from the MOE to the Directorate which, in turn, referred them back to the intended schools for correction and completion. The Directorates were given a one week period for correcting and returning questionnaires from the field.     

Correction of errors found in non-formal education’s questionnaires took place in direct coordination with the administration of these institutions.    

4.8  Data Processing:

Data entry took place at PCBS. For schools and kindergartens and non-formal education a program on Oracle software was initialized.  

The data for universities, community colleges was tabulated using EXCEL 5.0 software.  Owing to the limited numbers of higher education institutions.

By the end of data entry, a consistency check was initiated.  This year, only few  errors were found in the database.

Since the early beginnings of the project, the required statistical outputs and a primary tabulation design were specified.  After the validation of data, programmers from PCBS’ Information System Division and the staff of  PCBS’ Education Statistic Department started immediately the derivation of tables in accordance with a previously prepared plan.  Also, Oracle software was used in the tabulation.  The data were then transferred into EXCEL 5.0 software for formatting and production of camera ready tables.

After the production of tables, the figures were thoroughly reviewed for possible  inconsistency.

5.   Data Quality:

Since the data provided in this yearbook is a result of a census of all licensed educational institutions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, there is no sampling errors.  But there are non-sampling errors, like coverage; for example some institutions might have been missed, especially kindergartens, in spite of the restrict checks with Education Directorates in the Districts. Some data entry mistakes might have occurred despite all the validation procedures, or there might be some typing mistakes during the preparation of the tables.  In addition, there is one community college and 11 non-formal education centers which did not respond .

Data provided in this report is of a high quality and consistency.  As stated earlier, editing of data took place in stages from the early stages of work on this project until the production of this report.  Many training sessions were held to explain to the supervisors the best methods of questionnaire completion. Each questionnaire underwent double editing by two different editors before verifying it for data entry.  Questionnaires with deficiencies that could not be corrected in the office were returned to the source for correction.  By the end of data entry, data again was edited by means of special computer programs, through which errors resulting from data entry were corrected.  During this time-consuming process, great efforts were exerted in checking the quality of data pertaining to all variables.  After correcting the errors that occurred in the data base and after starting the derivation of statistical tables, the tables were checked to ensure the accuracy of data.  Similar data found in different tables were also compared with each other.  The resulting data are of a high quality.
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