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Preface

Tourism statistics is considered one of the traditional and important fields of official statistics.  These statistics serve as an important input in the economic and market analysis of tourism sector in Palestine.

Palestinian Territory is considered attractive area for tourists due to the presence of many religious and historical resorts for all nations.  Tourism sector is considered one of the leading sectors in the Palestinian economy, which is supposed to have significant contribution to the GDP.  Therefore, PCBS established a statistical programme to supervise and implement the production of reliable and timely statistics on the main indicators of tourism activity.  This programme has started in 1995 through conducting the hotel survey in order to provide periodic data on accommodation statistics.

PCBS is pleased to introduce this report on the domestic tourism survey, as an additional component of tourism statistics programme.  The main objective of the domestic tourism survey is to provide basic information on the trends of domestic tourism in the Palestinian Territory.

This report provides statistical data on the trends of domestic tourism, including tourist resorts, trips conducted by households, and the available facilities and services in the resorts visited by the Palestinian households in 2005.

PCBS hopes that this report will provide national governmental organizations, the non-governmental organizations, and the research institutions in the Palestinian Territory with statistical data needed for planning and developing tourism sector in Palestine.

	   June, 2006
	     Luay shabaneh

	
	President
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Executive Summary

Results reveal that 34.0% from the Palestinian households were conducted a visit inside the Palestinian Territory during the year 2005, while 66.0% of them are not conducted domestic trips.

The main characteristics of these domestic trips are:

· The results of the survey indicate that 34.0% of the Palestinian households conducted  domestic trips during the year 2005, of which 27.7% in the West Bank, and 46.2% in Gaza Strip. 

· The average of expenditure on the domestic tourism trip by the Palestinian household was 44.6 US$.

· Most of the domestic trips in the Palestinian Territory are same day visiting by 99.1%.

· About 46.6% of the households used the public road transport to reach to their destinations.

· In the West Bank 32.7% of the households that conducted trips where visited Jericho and Al-Aghwar governorate, while 28.5% visited Nablus governorate.

· In Gaza Strip 43.2% of the households that conducted visited Gaza governorate, while 23.3%  visited Deir Al-Balah governorate.

· 60.6% of the trips conducted by the households had been organized by themselves, while 2.9% of the trips had been organized by the tourist agencies.

· The results show that 58.9% of visited places in the Palestinian Territory were health facilities, and 57.4% were restaurants and gardens, 41.3% were available swimming pools.

· 53.0% of households conducted domestic trips during 2005 in Summer season. 

· The main reason for not conducting trips during 2005  is the bad economic situation in the Palestinian Territory by  .%49.2  
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