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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has the potential to be a main contributor to the GDP in Palestine.  However, the tourism industry is crippled by a multiplicity of problems especially the political situation, which must be overcome.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) started publishing reports about hotel activities since the first quarter of 1996.  PCBS is pleased to present the third issue of the twelfth volume on “Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory” which covers statistics on the hotel industry for the third quarter of 2006.  

The data of hotel activities of this quarter was also collected during the Israeli siege and closure imposed on the Palestinian Territory, which reflects a decreasing for the main indicators comparing with the same quarter of the year 2000. 
This report addresses the main indicators of the hotel industry.  These indicators include the number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of employed persons in hotels, number of guest nights in the reference     period, number of guests by nationality and rates of bed and room occupancy.

We hope that the Hotel Activities survey in the Palestinian Territory conducted by the PCBS comprises a step towards a comprehensive statistical program encompassing all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international standards.

	November, 2006
	Luay Shabaneh

	
	President
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Executive Summary
Results reveal that, there are 78 operating hotels in September 2006, offers 4,063 rooms with total available beds of  8,443.
· During the Third quarter 2006, the total number of guests to the Palestinian Territory hotels reached 33,388 they declined by percentage of 71.5%, compared with the same quarter of the year 2000. 
· Total number of nights was 83,375.  It declined by 75.2 % compared with the corresponding quarter in the year 2000.

· The number of workers in the hotels were 1,286 of which 1,116 are males and 170 are females.  The number of workers declined by 54.1% during the third quarter 2006 compared with the same quarter of the year 2000.
· Average occupancy of rooms was 544.6, it declined by 71.6% during the third quarter 2006 compared with the same quarter of the year 2000. 

· The percentage of room occupancy was 13.9%, it declined by 66.5% during the third quarter 2006 compared with the same quarter of the year 2000. 

· The average length of stay in the Palestinian hotels was 2.5 nights per guest during the third quarter 2006.
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