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Preface

As the attention towards environment and the risk of environmental pollution increase, environment statistics become one of the basic fields in the official statistics.  The Health Care waste statistics is an important subject in the environment statistics due to its negative effects on the health and the environment if not disposed properly.  Many decisions depend on such statistics, especially in the Palestinian Territory where statistics about it is not available. 

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) seeks to provide such data through its program for environment statistics that aims at building and updating a comprehensive and accurate statistical database on all environmental subjects. This program aims to provide statistical data as a tool for monitoring and management of the environmental status in the Palestinian Territory. 

This report is one of a series of reports that are being published by the PCBS on the Palestinian environment.  This report concentrates on the variables of water consumption, Health Care waste collection, separation and disposal, and wastewater disposal in the Governmental  and Non-Governmental  Health Care Centers.

PCBS hopes that the findings of this report will be a reference for planners and decision-makers towards improving the environmental status in the Palestinian Territory.
	October, 2007
	
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

	
	
	President
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Executive Summary

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) implemented health care environmental survey.  This survey collect a data about environment in health care sector.  This data for some indicators in compliance with international recommendations in water consumption management of medical waste, and management of wastewater.

The estimated quantity of water consumed during the reference month by the health care centers (governmental  and non-governmental) in  the period from February to August 2007 in the Palestinian Territory was 86.4 thousands cubic meter, of which 56.5 thousands cubic meter in the West Bank, and 29.9 thousands cubic meter in health care centers in Gaza Strip.
The result  of 2007 showed that 84.0% of the health care centers (governmental and           non-governmental) in the Palestinian Territory get the water for consumption from water network, where 96.1% of the secondary health care centers, and 83.1% of the primary health care centers get the water from the same source, comparing with 81.7%, and 78.7% of the health care centers in 2006 and 2003 respectively get the water from water network.

The result of 2007 showed that 34.4% of the health care centers (governmental and              non-governmental) in the Palestinian Territory dispose their wastewater using public   network, and it was used by 33.4% and 30.0% of the health care centers in 2006 and 2003 respectively.

The estimated quantities produced by the health care centers (governmental and non-governmental) during the reference month in the Palestinian Territory in the period from February to August 2007 were about 705.5 tons, which 498.6 tons in the West Bank and 206.9 tons in Gaza Strip.  81.5% of the health care centers (governmental  and non-governmental)  in the Palestinian Territory perform separation of health care waste components, while it was 83.1% and 86.4% in 2006 and 2003 respectively.

The percentage of the health care centers (governmental and non-governmental) in the Palestinian Territory that do perform treatment of health care waste in 2007 is about 35.7%.  The most important treatment method is the open burning in 76.7% of the health care centers.
This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








