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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to issue the eleventh annual report on Foreign Trade Statistics for Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip for the year 2006. This provides data on imports and exports and net trade balance by month and year and trading partner; it also provides data by mode of entry and exit centre, the nature of the structural composition of goods and services and their relative importance in the economy. The aim of this work is to meet the data needs of different users of these statistics.

Since its establishment in 1993 PCBS has worked tirelessly to achieve a statistical system at the national, regional and international level, including the provision of foreign trade statistics according to the concepts, standards and international recommendations which are aimed at providing useful data at the national level, comparable at the international level and provide the most important statistical indicators on the detailed level.
PCBS previously issued annual reports of foreign trade statistics one year after the reference period; however, this publication has been delayed due to the delay in receiving some files from its official sources and the conditions prevailing in the Palestinian territory. 

PCBS hopes that the published figures in this report will  meet the needs of researchers, scholars, and decision makers in the political and economic community who work to correct the flow of goods and services in and out of Palestine, in addition to the consolidation of trade and economic relations with all countries and global economic blocs.

	July, 2008
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

President
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Executive Summary

Due to the importance of international relations in a period that focuses on coalition policies that govern the nature of economic relations between countries, PCBS established the Foreign Trade Statistics department in order to provide and disseminate Palestinian foreign trade figures on imports and exports and all related indicators.  PCBS has published its reports on goods since 1996, noting that this report contains data on goods with all partner countries while services cover trade with Israel only since 2000. 

The results indicate that the total value of imports of commodities in 2006 was 2,758.7 million US$ distributed on 2,128 commodities, an increase of 3.4% compared with 2005.  On the other side, the results reveal that imports of services from Israel was 123.2 million US$ distributed on 71 kinds of services, an increase of 3.4% compared with 2005.

The data reveals that the total value of exports of commodities in 2006 was 366.7 million US$ distributed on 1,171 commodities, an increase of 9.3% compared with 2005. The total value of export of services to Israel in 2006 was 131.3 million US$, distributed on 65 kind of services,  an increase of 2.8% compared with 2005. 

The deficit in trade balance amounted to 2,392.0 million US$ in goods in 2006, an increase of 2.6% compared with 2005. The surplus in balance of trade on services was 8.0 million US$.
Regarding trade partners, the results indicate that trade transactions in 2006 occurred with 110 countries, on the one hand. Israel represents 72.6% of the whole value of imported commodities, with an increase of 2.4% compared with 2005. In addition, 89.1% of the whole value of exported commodities was exported to Israel, an increase of 2.4% compared with 2005. On the other hand, the total value of direct imports in 2006 was 756.0 million US$, a decrease of 2.3% compared with 2005; direct imports from the European Countries represent 29.8% and direct exports to European Countries was 6.6% of the whole value of direct exports.

The direct imports of commodities from Arab countries in 2006 was 66.9 million US$ with   a decrease by 3.0% compared with 2005. Direct exports to Arab Countries in 2006 was 34.0 million US$, an increase of 31.6% compared with 2005. The results reveal that 23.0 million US$ of direct exports in 2006 was exported to Jordan, which represent 57.2% of whole value of direct exports of commodities to Arab Countries.
Regarding the direct imports from American Countries, the data show that the value of imports was 47.8 million US$ in 2006, a decrease of 6.5%  compared with  2005, while direct exports of commodities to American countries in 2006 was 2.6 million US$ in 2006. 

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006
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