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Preface

Construction is a vital activity in the Palestinian Economy. Not only for its substantial contribution in the Palestinian Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and in employment, but also it has strong interrelations with other economic activities. The construction of buildings, in particular, comprises a significant part of the construction activities as a whole.

In an attempt to provide statistical data on the different aspects of this activity, the PCBS has initiated the Construction- Contractors Survey within the economic survey series since 1994. PCBS has also started producing statistics on building licenses since the first quarter of 1996.

PCBS is pleased to issue the eleventh report on the Existing Buildings 2007. This survey aimed basically to measure the output of producers engaged in construction activities; those not covered in the Construction- Contractors Survey. We refer here to self- employed skilled and unskilled workers (informal sector) who significantly contribute to the buildings’ construction activity. This significant contribution brought up the urgent need to be surveyed to provide more complete data on producers in construction activities. This survey provided data on the cost of construction of Existing Buildings according to different characteristics in the West Bank.

The findings of this survey will be used in compiling the national accounts for 2007 for both construction and real estate activities. We hope also that this data is benefit to researchers and other interested parties from both public and private sectors.

	September, 2008
	                           Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

	
	                              PCBS  President
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Summary Results

This report covers 2007 data which it was collected at the beginning of the year 2008, where the respondents in this survey are the owners of the buildings.

The existing building survey results was as follow: 

The survey results indicate that the value of constructing new buildings and additions in      the West Bank in the year 2007 was 489.9 million US$, with an increase in Remaining West Bank  by  60.7% compared with 2006, while the cost of current maintenance on existing buildings reached 105.2 million US$ for 2007, on the other side the capital repair and improvements cost for existing buildings reaches 95.9 million US$ in 2007. 

The final results in Remaining West Bank show a decrease in the total cost value of capital repair and improvements by 30.8% for the year 2007 compared with 2006, while it increased by 4.4% compared with 2005, and the results show increasing in the total cost value of current maintenance by 19.3%, 33.1% for the years 2005, 2006 respectively.

Comparing results of 2007 with the period 2000-2005, revealed that the value cost of constructing new buildings and additions on buildings in Remaining West Bank increased by 84.2%, 136.4%,104.0%, 44.6%, 6.6%, 27.4% respectively. 
This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








