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Preface


The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to introduce      a new report on education statistics in its Current Status Report Series.  This report comes out in a timely manner for utilization by planners and decision makers in West Bank and Gaza Strip, and by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education.


Education statistics are of great importance for the Palestinian society in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; therefore, PCBS considers them among the basic prerequisites for conducting any study on education or education analysis to be used in finding solutions for the different problems in this field.


This report examines education statistics available from different sources, such as statistics compiled by the Israeli Civil Administration and Central Bureau of Statistics; studies and surveys conducted at the national level and data compiled by UNRWA since 1967.  These sources concentrated on the basic elements of the education process such as students, teachers, classes, and education institutions together with their interrelationships.  Other related indicators such as level of educational attainment, literacy, adult education, expenditures on education, and professional education have been studied and presented.


PCBS hopes that it managed through issuing this report to fulfill some of the assigned tasks.

August, 1995




Hasan Abu-libdeh,  Ph.D.









     Director General
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Chapter One

Introduction

As stated in the Master Plan for Palestine official statistics, PCBS has decided, owing to various reasons, to initiate its activities by issuing current status reports on all statistical fields.  This report is considered one of the major activities initiated by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) in the field of compiling and disseminating data on all socio-economic and agricultural sectors until 1994.

Education is one of the major social sectors about which PCBS decided to produce a current status report.  As it is the case in other sectors, education suffers from severe shortage in available statistical information except for information on higher education which was covered in the official statistical publications of the Council for Higher Education (CHE) since its establishment in 1977.

In normal circumstances, education statistics are among the most accurate ones.  In the presence of a national authority sponsoring it, statistical data are collected through the supervising administrative units directing education, which should have a complete record of all variables needed in data collection.  In spite of Israeli Authorities’ efforts to collect a lot of information through questionnaires distributed to schools, they did not publish much of the data collected.

Most of the statistical data used in this report are taken from ICBS statistical publications and those issued by CHE in addition to some other studies.

For the purpose of this report, a data base was constructed for many years on general and higher education.  The general education data base covers the scholastic years 1975/76, 1980/81, 1985/86, 1990/91, 1991/92, 1992/93, I993/94.  Data used in this data base are, as well, taken from ICBS statistical series except for the last year (1993/94) which was based on information taken from the Directorate of Rehabilitation and Supervision (DRS) in Nablus for RWB.  Information on GS were taken from the Directorate of Education in Gaza.  The higher education data base covers the following years: 1977/78, 1981/82, 1985/86, 1990/91, 1993/94.  The CHE Statistical Yearbook is the main source of information on higher education.

These data bases were used in preparing the tables of  this report.  They can be used at the same time in constructing time series for the coming years.

Concerning other types of education, such as vocational education, illiteracy and adult education, and private education and expenditure on education, there are no data about them in ICBS publications.  Some data were collected from different sources, most of which were issued once.

Data on education in East Jerusalem (EJ) are very limited.  Some of them were collected from publications issued by the Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies (JIIS) and the publications of the Arabic Studies Society in Jerusalem.

This report includes thirteen chapters in addition to the introduction.  In the second chapter, there is a discussion on the Palestinian educational system and its stages, types and  supervisory authorities.  The third chapter sheds light on the references used in preparing this report.  The fourth chapter describes how the data base was used in preparing the tables (covering general and higher education).  It was found that there are some problems in the primary data.  In most cases, some problems occurred in the general totals.  In order to attain correspondence of totals in all cases, we modified some figures in the primary data.  These modification were very trivial to the extent that they did not affect data quality from a statistical point of view.  Therefore, this should be taken into consideration when comparing data in this report.

Chapter five presents a discussion on the educational level of  the Palestinians as well as on illiteracy level and population distribution by years of study.  Labor force survey publication series issued by ICBS have been used as the main source of data on this topic. School attendance was discussed in the sixth chapter. Numbers of pupils enrolled in schools were compared with those who belong to the same age groups in the society .

The seventh chapter deals with the available statistics on general education and pre-school education. While revising the available statistics, it was found that the available statistics lack some of the basic components, such as students distri-bution by age, school premises, utilities and services etc.  In this chapter, education statistics pertaining to EJ are separated from these pertaining to RWB, for there is a discrepancy between the quality of data on EJ, on the one hand, and RWBGS on the other.  Besides, there is a great  deficiency in the information on EJ.  

The eighth chapter includes a discussion on the available data on the General Secondary Certificate Examination GSCE (Tawjihi), where it became clear that there is great shortage in data published on GS, especially in ICBS publications.

In the ninth chapter, the available statistics on teachers were reviewed.  It has been noted that there are no available data on them in ICBS publications, all available data were obtained from DRS in Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS.

The tenth chapter covers the two types of higher education: university education and college education.  It was noticed that the available statistics on higher education are nearly complete, for (CHE) has issued annual statistical publication on the higher education in WBGS since 1984.  Before this date, it used to issue different publications containing statistical information on the Palestinian higher education, especially university education.  However, these statistics lack some statistical information that should be available in accordance with UNESCO recommendations in this field.  It was also noticed that there is a shortage in statistical data pertaining to community colleges before 1990 because CHE  included only member community colleges.

The eleventh chapter covers the different types of vocational education.  A close look at this area shows that there were not   regular statistics on this sector.  ICBS publications did not include special item for this type of education.  All available data, were collected from studies on vocational education in the Palestinian Occupied Territories (OPT).

The Twelfth chapter deals with illiteracy and adult education.  As stated in this chapter, Israeli Occupation Authorities were not   concerned with this type of education, as all illiteracy and adult education centers are non governmental institutions sponsored by universities or charitable societies in WBGS.

Chapter thirteen deals with special education which is presented to persons who have special needs, such as talented or handicapped individuals.  It has is noted that there is a severe deficiency in the available statistical information on this subject.

In chapter fourteen, we review data available on expenditure on education. These statistics were very few and were obtained from a World Bank publication.

Finally, the importance of this report springs from the fact that it constitutes the first effort to compile otherwise scattered statistics on Palestinian education.  Such statistics enables decision makers to improve educational policies, set future plans and assist the educational researchers to get comprehensive statistical information on all types of education from a single reliable source.

Chapter Two

Educational System in West Bank and Gaza Strip

2.1   Introduction

After the Israeli occupation of WBGS in 1967, Jordanian education system, laws and curriculum remained in WB. In GS, Egyptian laws and regulations remained as they were before 1967.  Some changes took place in the two areas where a number of curriculums were canceled and other parts of curriculums were deleted. Those adjustments were done through military decrees issued by the military leadership in the two areas.

This chapter deals with the Palestinian official education and its types, stages, supervisory authorities, and Directorates of Education operating in RWBGS.

2.2  Types of Palestinian Public Education

The Palestinian public education is divided into three types: Pre-school education (kindergartens), general education (schools)  and higher education.  The duration of pre-school education extends to two years and the school education to twelve years.  Regarding the higher education, it is subdivided into Intermediate higher education (Community Colleges) which extends to two years, and university education (universities), the period of which ranges between 4 -5 years depending on the major.

Concerning general education, its stages were similar for WB and GS before the scholastic year 1991/92; it was divided into three levels:

1. Primary level, a six year period

2. Preparatory level, a three year period

3. Secondary level, a three year period, at the beginning of the second year, students go                         to one of the following streams:

A. Literary stream

B. Scientific stream

C. Vocational stream which includes various specialization (agriculture, industry, commerce and nursing) 

At the end of each stage, students set for GSCE; students who succeed get GSCE which qualifies them to continue their higher education

This division continued in GS until 1993/94, whereas general education, in WB, has been divided into two stages, at the beginning of 1991/92:

1. Basic level (ten years)

2. Secondary level (two years),

At the beginning of the first year in the secondary stage, students are subdivided into three streams, (literary, scientific, vocational) as stated earlier.  At the end of this stage, students set for GSCE.

Starting from the scholastic year 1994/95, the Ministry of Education and Higher Education decided to divide education in GS into two stages: basic and secondary as in WB.  This was thought of as a first step towards unifying the educational system including curricula in both areas.

2.3   Supervisory Authorities in the Palestinian Education

All stages of  Palestinian education, are directed by four supervisory authorities:

1. Governmental

2. UNRWA

3. Private

4. Public

All kindergartens in RWB are private institutions. Most of them in GS are private institutions, except a very few number supervised by UNRWA.  Schools in the two areas are directed by three supervisory authorities:

 A.
The government supervises most of the schools in the RWBGS, yet the 
supervision ratio in WB is higher than in GS.  

 B.  UNRWA supervises refugee schools in WBGS.  This authority is apparently 
present in GS more than in WB, for it is sponsoring more than half of GS 
schools.  

 C.  Private; the number of private schools is relatively small in comparison with 
other supervisory authorities.  Such schools are mainly located in the Middle 
of WB (Ramallah, Jerusalem, Bethlehem), and very few in GS-only 6 schools 
for the scholastic year 1993/94.

Higher education is divided into two types:

A. Intermediate community colleges; they are sponsored by four supervisory authorities, namely private, governmental, UNRWA and general community colleges that are directed by board of trustees.

B. Universities; they are currently considered public institutions supervised by boards of trustees.

2.4 The Administrative Classification of Directorates of Education

Directorates of education are divided into two types:

1. Governmental directorates.

2. UNRWA directorates.

The governmental directorates of education supervise directly the governmental schools in RWBGS; follow up the private education; issue permission needed for the inauguration of private kindergartens and schools; and control their curriculum and the extent to which they meet the required conditions and the circumstances of the educational process.  The main task of UNRWA directorates of education is to supervise UNRWA schools directly.

The number of governmental directorates of education reached seven in RWB for the scholastic year 1993/94.  They were located in the major cities ( Jenin, Nablus, Tulkarm, Qulqilia, Ramallah, Bethlehem, Hebron).  In Jerusalem, there is a directorate of education directed by the Jordanian Ministry of  Waqf, and its task is to supervise Waqf schools and private schools in EJ.

 In Gaza, there are two governmental directorates of education:
A. Directorate of Education-Gaza, supervising the governmental schools in the North and Middle of Gaza.

B. Directorate of education-KhanYunis, supervises the governmental schools in the Southern parts of GS.

The number of UNRWA directorates of education in WB reached three. They  are as follows:

A. Nablus area directorate; it directs UNRWA schools in the North of WB (Jenin, 

       Nablus, Tulkarm, Qulqilia).

B. Jerusalem area directorate; it directs schools in Ramallah, Jerusalem and Jericho.

C. Hebron area directorate; it directs UNRWA schools in Hebron and Bethlehem.  In 
      Gaza, there is a directorate of education that supervises UNRWA schools in GS.
2.5  Other Types of Education 

  In addition to the public education, there are other types of education:

1. Illiteracy and adult education.  This type of education is often offered to persons who are more than 15 years old and those who haven’t been enrolled in education or those who received education for a short period (less than four years), and were unable to read or write  properly or to those who lost what they acquired (reading and writing skills) through time.  The studying period for this program ranges between 1-2 years.

2. Private education.  This type of education is offered to those who have special needs, such as talented individuals or handicapped or those who need special care.  This type of education lasts for many years depending on type of the case.

3. Irregular education.  This type of education takes the form of short term courses (some months or weeks) held in special centers.  Such courses include computer, languages or secretarial duties, etc.

4. Vocational training centers.  These centers offer vocational courses that aim at graduating technical workers.  The study in these centers ranges from one to two years depending on the type of the course.


The government did not  pay sufficient attention to the first three types of education; that is why most of the institutions offering these types are either private institution, charitable societies, foreign missions, or universities. With respect to vocational training centers, they belong to three supervisory authorities: government, UNRWA and private.
Chapter Three

Main Sources of Data

There are various available sources containing statistical information on the different stages and types of Palestinian education.  However, most of them were issued once and not periodically and concentrate on exploring a specific charac-teristic of the Palestinian education in a certain period.  However there are periodical sources available for Palestinian education’ statistics:
1. Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics  (ICBS)  publications which provide statistical        
information on the Palestinian general education and the governmental intermediate 
community colleges.

2. UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education which contains statistical information on 
UNRWA schools.


Following is a brief description of the available sources of data on Palestinian 
education.

3.1  Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS)

3.1.1  “Judea, Samaria and Gaza Area Statistics”

Before 1988 (prior to the Palestinian Uprising  that started in January 1987), ICBS issued quarterly statistical publications on the OPT excluding EJ. One of these periodicals contained a section on the different stages of  the Palestinian general education by their supervisory authorities and the governmental intermediate community colleges. Data were collected by special questionnaires distributed to schools through the directorates of education, then they were sent back to ICBS to be analyzed.

Since 1988, these publications were issued once a year due to difficulties in collecting information from Palestinians in the  OPT.  These publications covered general education and the governmental intermediate community colleges.  In addition to the issuance of educational statistics in quarterly publication, PCBS issued a special bulletin on education (ICBS 1993).

Although ICBS publications were considered the main source of information on RWBGS, they suffer from a number of  shortcomings:

1. The published material was in Hebrew only.

2. The way data were presented differs from a year to another. For instance, data on 
the 
aggregated classes were included in some of these publication and not in others.

3.  The 1992/93 publication did not cover information on the GSCE (Tawjihi), although 
such data were issued in the previous publications.

4.  The publications did not include any information on employees and teachers.

5.  Some tables are not classified by gender although this variable is very important in 
any educational statistics.

6.  The publications excluded students’ distribution by age.

7.  The publications did not include any information on repetition and drop out.

8.  The publications did not include any information on school services and facilities.

9.  The publications did not include a distribution of  schools by locality.  Nor did 
 
 they include any information on attendance period (one period or more).

10. There is ambiguity in the definition of school by stage.  The two-stage schools 
 
 were included, but schools with one stage were excluded.

3.1.2  Labor Force Survey

ICBS had started issuing labor force survey bulletin on RWBGS since 1968.  However, in May 1994, information on  Jericho and Gaza area stopped to be included in its publications owing to transferring them to PNA.

Before 1987, the survey collected statistical information on the level of educational attainment of individuals who are more than 14 years old.  But since 1987, they included only individuals who are more than 15 years old.

These publications were considered the best references for measuring levels of  academic attainment for Palestinian individuals. They also indicate that the information collected are highly accurate and showed that the percentage error in the estimates ranged from 2-10% of  the real value.

  This source was adopted also as one of the main sources in preparing the Current Status Report on the Palestinian Labor Force in the WBGS which was prepared by PCBS(1995).  This report includes a number of detailed tables on the relation between the level of academic attainment and employment, so we will not tackle this  subject in this report.

The major weakness in the results of the Labor Force Survey is the definition of the scholastic year. It was defined as the number of years spent in learning regardless of success or failure. If the person was studying during the survey period, it was considered a complete scholastic year.  Therefore, the number of scholastic years completed by the individual can not  be compared with the educational stages according to the educational scale (primary, preparatory, secondary, higher education).  For example, if the person completed six academic years, but actually he failed in the sixth class, it would be considered, according to the definition, that he completed more than 6 scholastic years; in reality he did not complete the primary stage.

3.1.3  The Statistical Abstract of Israel

The Statistical Abstract of Israel includes very brief data on education in RWBGS. These data are summarized in two tables.  They are general totals for students numbers, sections and schools in RWBGS. These two tables constitute summary data obtained from other publications (ICBS, 1968 - 1994).

3.2 UNRWA Statistical Yearbook

Since 1952, UNRWA used to issue detailed educational statistical yearbooks on its schools. They included information on the Palestinian refugees in WB, GS, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon (UNRWA 1952-1993).  These reports are considered better than ICBS reports, for they included detailed information on important subjects that abide by UNESCO recommendations in developing educational statistics, but they are limited only to UNRWA schools.

The above mentioned reports include a number of important subjects that are not available in other sources, such as:

1. Repetition and drop out percentages.

2. Students distribution by age.

3. Number of teachers and their qualifications

4. Teachers rehabilitation institutes.

5. School buildings.

6. Expenditure on education

However, UNRWA Statistical Yearbooks suffer from a number of limitations:

1. Data are not classified by district or directorate of education, they merely classified 
        by WB and GS.

2.  Expenditure on education was not divided by districts, but it was mentioned as a 
         grand total for all areas (WB, GS, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon).

3.  The definition of drop out students  is not accurate.  According to UNRWA “each 


student leaves UNRWA school is considered a drop out student  regardless of 



being really dropped out or transferred to another school supervised by others 



(Governmental or private authorities).” (UNRWA 1952-1993).  So this definition 


doesn’t adequately capture evidence on the drop out percentage from these 



schools because it doesn’t adopt the general definition of drop out, namely “ 



leaving school 
completely during the academic stages (first class-twelfth class).” 


(Birzeit University 1987). 

3.3  Directorate of Rehabilitation and Supervision - Nablus 

This Directorate belonged to the Israeli Civil Administration (DRS) of  RWB until 1994. A special Division of Statistics in this Directorate was responsible for distributing questionnaires to schools through other directorates of education in RWB and collects them after being completed.  These questionnaires were sent after completion to Israeli Civil Administration which subsequently transfers them to ICBS for analysis and dissemination of findings.

This Directorate did not issue any statistics itself, it issued a statistical abstract of data collected from schools. This abstract was very similar to statistics published by ICBS. As we cannot get statistical publication on general education for 1993/94, we used unpublished statistics that were prepared in this Directorate for the current year. Also we obtained some information from this Directorate  on teachers and school buildings..

3.4  Directorate of Education - Gaza 

In GS’s directorate of education, there is a statistical Division rendering the same tasks of DRS in Nablus.  Statistical information have been collected through this Division on GS for the scholastic year 1993/94. Unpublished data on teachers were also used in this report.

It was found that statistics obtained from the GS directorate of education lack accuracy, for data in the tables were contradictory to each other. They also lacked details.

3.5  Council for Higher Education (CHE)

Before transferring the educational authority to PNA in RWBGS in 1994, CHE was the higher national authority supervising the Palestinian universities and intermediate community colleges except the governmental colleges.  Before 1990, CHE was supervising 6 universities and 4 intermediate colleges, and in 1994 it supervised 8 universities and 12 intermediate colleges.

Since its establishment, CHE continued the activities of gathering and issuing annual statistics on its member institutions. Since 1984, CHE has issued a statistical yearbook on  its member institutions (CHE 1984-1994).  In 1991, it started to collect statistical information on all higher education institutions in WBGS. The number of higher education establishments reached 8 official universities and 20 intermediate community colleges in 1993/94.  Two of them offer bachelor degree in addition to the intermediate diploma degree and two university colleges offer bachelor degree only.

At the beginning of 1994/95, CHE became one of the directorates of the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education, and responsible for universities only.

The CHE Statistical Yearbooks contained detailed statistical information on universities and intermediate community colleges; such yearbooks are nearly comprehensive and covering education sector.  They are the main source of information in this report.

CHE carried out the activities of primary data collection through special questionnaires distributed among higher education institutions at the beginning of November of every scholastic year.

In spite of the fact that CHE statistical yearbooks contain many detailed statistical information, there are some shortcoming in them:

1. The way tables are presented for the same subject varied from one year to 
another; 
 this led to a difficulty in making comparison for different years.

2. There is a deficiency in the statistical information available in higher education 
  
 statistical reports.

3. Statistical data are not available on student abroad.

3.6  UNICEF

In 1992, UNICEF published a report (UNICEF 1991) including information on  the educational status and illiteracy in WBGS.  The enclosed statistical data were collected from published sources.  This report helps in specifying illiteracy ratios among Palestinians in the OPT.

3.7  Field Surveys

3.7.1  Living Conditions Survey -  FAFO

In 1992, the Norwegian Institute for Applied Social sciences (FAFO) conducted a living conditions survey on the Palestinian population in WBGS (Heiberg and Ovensen 1993).  Education was one of the major subjects covered in this survey.  The study discussed illiteracy and levels of educational attainment among Palestinians. The sample size used in this survey was about 2500 households. three questionnaires were used in the survey as follows:

1. Special questionnaire for all households.

2. Special questionnaire for individuals who are 15 years and older.

3. Special questionnaire for females who are 15 year and older.

3.8  World Bank

From January 21-February 24, the 1993 world Bank Mission for WBGS collected data from the official authorities on five topics, education was one of them.  The objective of data collection was not the analysis of these sectors; it rather aimed at supporting them in developing the reports  and formulating the recommendations to be submitted to the World Bank.

In this report, we use some data available from the World Bank report because they are not available in other sources, especially the ones related to expenditure on education.

3.9  Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies  (JIIS)

JIIS Statistical Yearbook was one of the two major references on general education in EJ (JIIS 1982-1994).  This yearbook contains only one table on Arabic education in EJ.  In addition to the deficiency in the needed information, the variables included in tables are different from one year to another.  This brought about a difficulty in building regular time series on general education in EJ.

3.10  Arab Studies Society

Arab Studies Society prepared a statistical publication on education in WBGS concentrating on education in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Jericho (1987).  This publication contains statistical data on all educational levels and the different supervisory authorities.  Data analysis concerning EJ was very detailed to the extent that the analysis was at the school level ( i.e.  there are analytical tables for each school in Jerusalem). This reference is considered one of the main sources of information on Jerusalem.

The publication indicates  that two methods were used in data collection:
1.  Official sources through which data were collected from directorates of  education, 
     CHE and  all other departments responsible for any type of education.

2.  Special questionnaires distributed to academic institutes.  After data entry, results 
     were used for comparing them with data from official sources to ensure their 
 
     validity.

3.11  Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO)

The PLO Department of Education and Higher Education in Amman prepared two publications entitled The statistical Yearbook on Education  one 1989/90 and for 1990/91. These two publications include detailed information on Palestinian education not only in WBGS but also in other Arab countries.  In contrast  to other statistical publication, these two publications include information on EJ.

Data sources for governmental and private schools are the same used in Israeli statistical publications. On the other hand, information on UNRWA schools are taken from UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education.  Also, data on higher education are taken from CHE Statistical Yearbook.

The PLO Department of Economics and Planning published a descriptive report in 1992 on the reality of vocational training and education in OPT  (PLO 1992).  This report includes some statistical data, which are useful for this report.

3.12  Arab Thought Forum (ATF)

Among the series of studies issued by ATF, there is a study called “Vocational Training in OPT” (Arab Thought Forum 1988).  This study describes the reality of vocational training in OPT.  It included a number of statistical tables, but it did not elaborate on the methodology used in data collection.  

3.13  General Examinations Committee (GEC)

ICBS used to include a table on GSCE in RWBGS in the part assigned for education in its statistical publications.  The tables were used in this report until 1991/92, but ICBS did not publish any data on the examination in 1992/93 and 1993/94.  We asked for information from the GEC in RWB and the Directorate of Education in GS.  We managed to get brief tables on the result of the examination excluding information on RWB for 1992/93, because it was published by GEC in a detailed report which is used in this CSR.

3-14  Red Crescent Society- GS- Illiteracy and Adult Education Office.
RCS published a detailed report on the experience of its illiteracy and adult education office in GS (Red Crescent Society -Gaza 1994).  The report include a number of tables on illiteracy rates and illiteracy centers, graduates from these centers and teachers in the period 1990-1994.  This report is considered a main source of information on illiteracy and adult education in GS.

3.15  Illiteracy and Adult Education Center-BZU

This center was established at BZU in 1976;  it conducted a number of surveys and studies on illiteracy among Palestinian population and emphasized mainly on  its size, causes, and problems in dealing with it.  These studies did not aim at collecting comprehensive statistical information but collecting certain information to identify the size of this phenomenon and its causes.  Thus, the publications of this center do not include many statistical information.  However the statistics available in these publications were used in this report as a main source of information on illiteracy and adult education.

3.16   University Graduates Union- Hebron (UGU)

UGU research center conducted a number of studies on education in WB.  Among these studies the series of educational studies (No.6) which discusses the reality of compulsory and secondary education in WB (University Graduates Union 1990) is useful.  The majority of data available in this series were collected directly from Directorates of Education in districts; thus these data are the same data available in ICBS excluding information on EJ because ICBS doesn’t include any information on EJ in RWBGS publications.  This series includes additional information not available in ICBS publications, such as drop out rates, teachers, school buildings, utilities and services.  These data are used in this CSR.

Chapter Four

Data Compilation

Data used in this report were compiled from all sources mentioned in the previous chapter. Since information on education including GSCE and higher education were regularly available for many years, we decided to construct a data base on these sectors for many years, so as to be used in deriving tables included in the chapters about these sectors.  We were unable to construct a data base on other subjects like adult education, expenditure on education, teachers and special education because data  on these sectors were not   available in the form of a statistical series.

General Education

The data base on general education includes information for the years 1975/76, 1980/81, 1985/86 and 1990/91-1993/94. For each year, a total of 1000 figures were added to the data base.  The variables available in this data base are:

A. Schools and sections by district and supervisory authority.

B. Students by area and supervisory authority.

C. Students by age, gender and class.

D. Students by area, gender and stage.

E. Students who have passed GSCE.

.

Higher Education

The data base on higher education includes data for the years 1977/78, 1981/82, 1985/86 and 1990/91-1993/94.  Far each year, a total of 1000 figures were added to it.  The variables available on higher education are:

A . Students by institution (university/college), district of origin, and gender.

B.  Students by institution (university/college), level and gender.

C.  Students by institution (university/college), faculty/program and gender.

D.  Students by institution (university/college), and gender, 

E.  New entrants by institution (university/college) and gender.

F.  Graduates by institution (university/college) and gender.

G.  Graduates by institution (university/college)and specialization.

H.  Teaching staff at universities/colleges by qualification and gender.

I.   Administrative and services staff at universities/colleges by gender,

   J.   Scholarship students from universities/colleges by gender.

The construction of the data bases has exerted tremendous efforts and consumed a lot of time, mainly in checking data consistency.  It was discovered that the data lacked consistency which resulted in lots of problems.  These problems originated from the primary source and not from data entry activities.  Sometimes the figures were modified for consistency. Most often these modifications were slight and did not affect the statistical quality.  Thus, some figures in the tables here might be inconsistent with the corresponding figures in the primary sources.
Chapter Five

Illiteracy Eradication and Levels of Educational Attainment

5.1  Levels of Education Among Palestinian Population
ICBS is considered the main source of information on the levels of educational attainment among Palestinian population in RWBGS.  The labor force survey conducted by ICBS since 1968 includes a good deal of  information on the level of educational attainment of the population

In this survey, data on population are distributed by age groups (14) 15-17, 25-34, 35-44, 45-54, 55-64 and 65+  years and the scholastic years groups 0, 1-6, 7-8, 9-12, 13+ years.  A shortcoming of this distribution is in 7-8 and 9-12 groups, because it would be  better if they  were 7-9 and 10-12.  They should be consistent with UNESCO classification of educational stages in which the age group 7-9 scholastic years represent the second stage and the age group 10-12 represents the third stage, according to ISCED system issued by UNESCO (1976).

Scholastic years are defined as the years spent at school, if the interviewee was completing a year of study during the survey period, this year is considered a full scholastic year. This definition of a scholastic year doesn’t give  a definite picture of the levels of educational attainment for the population, because this level is measured either by the class passed or the academic degree, not by the number of years spent in education regardless of whether the student failed during these years or not.  For instance, a student who spent 7-8 years at school, but failed in a number of years and did not pass the sixth class, is classified in the preparatory stage but in reality he should  be classified in the elementary stage (classes 1-6).

FAFO’s Study (Heiberg and Ovensen 1993) included some outcomes on the levels of educational attainment of the population of WBGS.  The study showed that 21% of camps population in WBGS excluding old people had gained education higher than GSCE in comparison with 9% in the rural WB and 7% in EJ.  The study also showed that 45% of  the refugees in WBGS completed at least 10 years of education in comparison with  36% of RWBGS population.  It also indicated that the average scholastic years for the refugee camps students is 8.3 years and for non refugee students 7.8 years.

This study did not include detailed tables about levels of educational attainment of the population to be compared with data found in ICBS labor force survey publication.  The meaning of a scholastic year is unclear in this study.

Table 5-1 shows the relative distribution of RWBGS population by age and years of schooling (ICBS 1968-1993). It shows that the rate of students who completed 9-12 scholastic years in 1993 increased for all age groups to the level of 1985. The rate in 1985 was 30%; it increased to 41% in 1993.  The rate of those who had never attended schools (0 scholastic years) decreased for all age groups;  it reached 18% in 1993 while it was 25% in 1985.  The rate of those who completed 1-6 scholastic years was nearly the same in 1985 and 1993, 22% and 21%, respectively.  Still, there was a discrepancy in the increase and decrease of the rate according to age groups.  It decreased in the age group 15-34 years and increased in other age groups.  The same could be said for the group 7-8 scholastic years for all age groups.  Their rates in 1985 and 1993 were 12% and 11%, respectively.  The rate of students who completed 13 scholastic years or more remained constant for 1985 and 1993; it reached 10% for both years but it ranged between constancy, increase and decrease according to age groups.  It is worthy to note that the rate of those who completed 13 scholastic years had decreased for the age group 18-24, it reached 19% in 1985 and decreased in 1993 to 13%.  The reason is that many students dropped out from schools and universities mainly in the secondary stage and at the first year level in the universities due to the closure of educational institutes for a long period during the Intifada; students in this age group were supposed to continue their higher education during early 1990s.  Another reason might be the restriction imposed on males traveling abroad to continue their higher education.

In general, it might be concluded that there is an increasing trend towards higher education among Palestinians.

Table 5-2 shows the relative distribution of the population in RWB by age and scholastic years for the years 1985 and 1993.  The results implied by this table resemble those of table 5-1.

Table 5-3 shows the relative distribution of Gaza population by age and scholastic years for the years 1987 and 1993.  This table differs from the other two tables for it shows a decrease in the rate of those who completed 13 scholastic years or more in the age group 25-37; This rate reached 17% in 1985 and decreased to 15% in 1993.  The general rate of those who reached this level of educational attainment decreased for all age groups; it reached 11% in 1985 and decreased to 9% in 1993.

Comparing tables 5-2 and 5-03, it is noticed that the rate of those who completed 13 scholastic years was nearly the same in RWB and GS.  It was 10% in RWB and 9% in GS in 1993.  For the rest of scholastic years groups, it is obvious that the rate of those who completed scholastic years  was 18% in RWBGS.  

The rate of those who finished 1-6  and 7-8 scholastic years in RWB is higher than the corresponding rate in GS.  These groups of scholastic years indicate a low level of educational attainment.  These results resemble the results of FAFO study in 1992, which indicated that the level of educational attainment is higher among refugees than among the rest of population.  It is well known that the majority of Gaza population are refugees living in refugee camps.

Tables 5-4, 5-5 shows the relative distribution of males and females in RWB and GS by scholastic years in 1985 and 1993.  The two tables indicate that the education rate for both sexes increased in 1993 and exceeded the rate in 1985.  The level of educational  attainment among males was higher than among females for all age groups.  The rate of males who completed 13 scholastic years in 1993 was 13% while the rate of females was 6%.  The rate of males who completed  9-12 scholastic years reached 45% while the rate of females was 37%.  Meanwhile, the rate of males who had never attended school (0 scholastic years) in 1993 was 9% while the rate of females was 25%.  The rates were nearly equal for males and females in 1-6 and 7-8 scholastic years groups.  These two groups indicate a low level of educational attainment.  Table 5-5 shows that education rate among old females (45 and above) was very low in 1993.  The rate of those who completed  6 scholastic years or more is 4% in comparison to 22% among males (Table 5.4).

Tables 5-6-5-8 show the relative distribution of RWBGS population by gender and scholastic years in 1985, 1990, 1992 and 1993.  Table 5-6 indicates a difference between the level of educational attainment among males and females.  the rate of females who completed more than 13 scholastic years (6%) remained constant for all years, while the rate of males ranged between 12%-14%.  Also, the rate of females who completed 9-12 scholastic years was lower than the rate of males for the same period.  The rate of females who had never attended school (0 scholastic years) was higher than the rate of males for all years.  It is also noticed that there is an increase in the level of educational attainment among both males and females.  Still, there is an obvious difference in the levels of educational attainment between  males and females, although  the difference was nearly equal for all years excluding group 9-12 scholastic years in 1990; the difference was higher than the average.

The findings in tables 5.07 and 5.08 are the same as those concluded from table 5.06, but the findings for RWB and GS are presented separately.  However it is concluded that the level of educational  attainment in GS was higher than it was in RWB excluding group 13 scholastic years and above, for the rates were nearly equal in the two areas.  These findings apply to both sexes.

Table 5.09 shows the number of population in RWBGS by age and scholastic years for population above 15 scholastic years.  These figures were used in deriving the rates in the previous tables.

5.2 Illiteracy Eradication

There are many sources which include statistical information on illiteracy levels among Palestinian population in WBGS.  However  these sources are insufficient for examining this issue thoroughly.  There is a difference between these sources in defining the illiterate.  FAFO’s study (Heiberg and Ovensen 1993) considered the “literate” as the person who is able to write and read, focusing on the ability to read.  The study did not specify the minimum number of years needed for eradication of illiteracy.  UNICEF adopted UNESCO  definition of the illiterate: the person who did not finish 4 scholastic years (UNICEF 1992).Mean- while, UNESCO report considered this definition as insufficient for many reasons: (1) four school years might be insufficient for eradication of illiteracy; (2) the definition ignored persons who become literate through informal education such as education at prisons or through religious education; (3) even those who finished 4 scholastic years or more might become illiterate through time (reversion to illiteracy).  BZU Illiteracy and Adult Education Center also adopted UNESCO definition of the illiterate.  In an interview with the director of this center, she said that their researches during the Intifada proved that 4 scholastic years are not enough to eradicate illiteracy.

Table 5-10 shows estimates of illiteracy rates in RWBGS by gender in 1970, 1975, 1980 and 1990.  In these estimates, UNICEF used data available from ICBS publications.  Since these publications do not include 1-4 scholastic years period but 1-6 years, they reclassified illiteracy into two levels:

A.  lower level, 0 scholastic years (never attended schools).

B.  Higher level, completed 1-6 scholastic years.

The table shows that illiteracy rates in both areas decreased through time for both sexes and for lower and higher levels.  For instance, the level of illiteracy among females in GS decreased from 75.6% in 1970 to 30.1% in 1990.  It decreased also among females in RWB from 84% in 1970 to 31.7% in 1990. In general, illiteracy rate in RWB was higher than the rate in GS.

Table 5-11 shows the findings of  the FAFO study.  It shows illiteracy rates in GS, RWB and EJ by gender according to FAFO definition of illiteracy (Heiberg and Ovensen 1993).  The table shows that the rate of population who can hardly write in all areas is higher among males than females.  The rates among males were 72%, 77%, 78% in GS, RWB, and EJ, respectively; while the corresponding rates among females were 69%, 57%, 75%.  The rate of population who can not  write was higher among females than males, 26%, 32%, 19% in GS, RWB and EJ respectively; while the rates among males were 21%, 8%, 13%.  The highest rate of population who can write was among males in EJ.  While the lowest rate of females who can write was in RWB.  The highest rate of males who can not  write was in GS and of females in RWB.  The low rate of literacy among females in RWB might be due to the large number of villages in which education was not available.  In EJ and GS, the opportunity was available for both males and females long ago, and this gave females more access to schools.  

Table 5-12 shows that the lowest rate of illiteracy for the age group 20-29 was in camps, it was 2% in 1992. This rate was 7% in RWB, GS, and EJ excluding camps.

Table 5-13 shows the findings of studies conducted by the Illiteracy and Adult Education Center in many areas in RWB, GS for various years.  It is worth pointing out that illiteracy rate is higher among females than males regardless of place of residence (city or village).  Another fact to be taken carefully is that illiteracy rate decreases through time.  In late 1970s, it was higher than the following years. 

  One shouldn’t compare the findings of these studies because they were conducted in different areas with different conditions.  It might be concluded that illiteracy rate in cities is lower than in villages.  If we consider Ramallah in the studies of 1978/79 and 1979/80 to be the urban society and the 41 village to be the rural society, the rate was 24% in Ramallah and 47.1% in the villages.

Conclusions
1. There is no definite definition for illiteracy; each study adopted a different  one.

2. Illiteracy rate is higher among females than males.

3. Illiteracy rate in villages is higher than in cities and camps.  

Chapter Six

Access to Schooling and Population at Schooling Age
This chapter discusses rates of school attendance in WBGS in light of the available statistics on population of school age. After reviewing all available sources, we found that none of them deals with this issue.

In order to discuss this issue thoroughly, we compared the available ICBS statistics on pupils with ICBS estimates on population of school age and the estimates prepared by PCBS in 1994 (PBS 1994).

 ICBS did not publish estimates on population in single age groups (one-year age groups) especially for population at the legal schooling age (6-17 years).  ICBS publications include the 5-14 and 15-19 age groups.  PCBS published estimates according to single age groups 1-65 years and above in mid 1992.  PCBS used ICBS estimates for 1992 after applying certain adjustments.

PCBS 1992 estimates were 4.3% higher than the Israeli estimates for population age group 5-14 years.  The total adjustment for all age groups was 6%.  Table 6-1 shows the distribution of population at 0-24 years in RWBGS (single age groups).  The estimates of EJ population were based on population estimates found in the Statistical Yearbook of Jerusalem.  This book shows that 98% of the non Jews in EJ are Palestinians. Those were estimated according to single age groups using the age distribution of population in RWB (Table 6.2).

Table 6.3 shows the number of pupils in RWB and GS by class (first class-twelfth class) in 1992/93.  In order to arrive at school attendance rates in these two areas, the number of pupils in each class was compared to the number of population at the age group supposed to attend school that year (Tables 6.1-6.2).  For example, the number of pupils in the first elementary class was compared to the number of population age 6 years and the number of pupils in the second elementary class with the number of population age  7 years and so on.

Table 6.4 shows the averages of pupils in classes in comparison with the number of population at the corresponding age groups supposed to attend each of these classes.

It is important to consider the factors that affect school attendance in order to discuss data available on it; these factors are:

A.   Legal attendance age (attending first elementary class).  

B.  Changes in the legal age from one year to another 

C.  Repetition.

D.  Drop out rates.

Factor A: It is known that the legal attendance age in 1992 was 6 years, that is the child’s  age must be 6 years at the beginning of September so as to attend school.  Published statistics on pupils’ ages at the first elementary class are only available in UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education.  Table 6.5 shows a comparison between the ages of first elementary class pupils in UNRWA schools for years 1988/89, 1991/92.  The table shows that the ages of all pupils in 1991/92 were 6 years and above.  In GS, the rate of pupils at the age of 6 was 93% and the rate of pupils at the age of 7 was 7%, which is very close to the repetition rates in the first elementary class in UNRWA schools.  This means that almost all pupils attend school at the age of 6.  In WB, the rate of pupils at the age of 6  in UNRWA schools in 1991/92 was 77% and the rate of pupils at the age of 7 was 22%.  Since repetition rate in UNRWA schools in WB was 6%, and 16% of pupils attended school at the age of 7, and if we consider that these figures represent governmental schools, the average attendance age was 6.2 years in GS in 1991/92 and 6.3-6.4 years in WB.

Table 6.04 shows that the attendance rates in RWB at the age of 7 were higher than the rates at the age of 6 (120% and 114% respectively).  In GS, the attendance rate at the age of 6 was higher than the rate at the age of  7 (108%, 106% respectively).  These outcomes show that attendance rate at the age of  7 was remarkably high in RWB.

It is important to specify attendance age in order to determine the age group in which pupils are supposed to be, in order to compare their number to the number of population at the same age group.

 Factor B: The change in attendance age affects the age groups that should be compared with the number of pupils (for instance, if the attendance age is 5 years, the numbers of first elementary class pupils must be compared with the number of population at age group  5 years; If the attendance age changed to 6 years, these pupils must be compared to the population at age group 6 and so on).

Table 6-05 shows the change in attendance age in UNRWA schools in 1988/89 - 1991/92.  In 1988/89, 18% of first elementary class pupils were 5 years old.  This rate was zero in 1991/92.  In WB, there was no change in the attendance age and the rate in the two years remained constant.

Factor C: repetition rates affect the increase in the number of pupils attending schools, which means adding new pupils to the normal numbers in each class.  If the repetition rate in a certain class was higher than the rate in other classes, this leads to an increase in the number of pupils of the same class next year.  This factor affects mostly first elementary class, because the total number of the pupils equals new entrants in addition to repetition pupils.  In other classes, there is a balance in the number of pupils because when they move to a higher class repetition pupils remain in the same class; those who move to another class  receive another number of pupils who failed from that class.

Information on repetition rates are only available for UNRWA schools.  UNRWA publishes these rates in its Statistical Yearbook on Education. For instance, the repetition rate in classes 1-6 in 1991/92 in UNRWA schools was 5.7% in WB and 7.5% in GS (UNRWA 1992).  

Factor D: drop out rates must be taken into consideration when calculating attendance rate, especially because many pupils drop out during the scholastic year; otherwise, the estimates will be higher than the true rates.

In table 6.4, the age group 6-11 corresponds to classes 1-6.  Based on PCBS estimates, the number of children at this age group in mid 1992 reached 314,188 child, 184,188 of which in RWB and 129,328 in GS.  The number of pupils in classes 1-6 in the scholastic year 1992/93 was 352, 434 pupils which means that the number of pupils is 12% higher than the number of population at the same age group.  The difference in RWB was higher than in GS, 18% and 4% respectively.  The high increase in attendance in RWB might be due to:

1. Pupils numbers include some pupils from Jerusalem who study in WB schools, but not    
  included in WB population.

2. many of Palestinians who have foreign citizenship (American and others) were 
  
  covered in pupils statistics but not in population statistics.

3. There might be an underestimation of population size. for the age group 5-14 years

 4. Possible errors in School Statistics.

Items (1) and (2) represent a relatively large number of pupils.  No statistics on the number of these pupils are available for checking the accuracy of data and the difference in estimates obtained.  The effect of item (3) might be small because items (1) and (2) do not affect GS estimates, and hence the increase in attendance rates (17%) might be due to the underestimation of population.  If we excluded items (1) and (2) from RWB, the difference will be around 4%.

Table 6.4 concludes that attendance rates in RWBGS are high in lower classes and decreases in higher classes.  It also shows that attendance rates are nearly equal for  males and females in lower classes, while in higher classes drop out rates are higher for females.

It should be mentioned that PCBS will provide very precise information on age distribution of pupils, repetition and drop out rates and other information needed to study such subjects, based on a recent school survey.

Chapter Seven

Pre-School Education and General Education

7.1  Pre-School Education (Kindergarten)

This chapter deals with education in RWBGS and EJ separately, for the quality of data available on EJ is different from that available on RWBGS.

ICBS Publications are considered the main source of information on kindergartens statistics in RWBGS.  This is the only source which provides a time series of statistics.  The other sources are publications issued once and covered some statistics on EJ.  Here we provide a brief description of the available statistics on kindergartens in RWBGS.

7.1.1  Schools (Kindergartens)

Tables 7.1-7.4 present the number of kindergartens in RWBGS for various years.

 Table 7.1 shows distribution of kindergartens in RWBGS by supervisory authority along with the number of classes and pupils.  This table indicates that kindergartens are distributed on two supervisory authorities, private and UNRWA.  It shows also that most kindergartens belong to the private sector.  They reached 453 kindergartens in 1993/94 which represent 97% of the total kindergartens in that year; the number of UNRWA kindergartens, in the same year, was 13, which represent 3% of the total.  Private kindergartens were increasing continuously from 1980/81 to 1993/94 (921 and 453 kindergartens, respectively).  But there was a decrease in their number between 1975/76 and 1980/81 (153 and 92 kindergartens, respectively).  The number of  UNRWA kindergartens decreased in 1980/81-1984/1993; it reached 15 during 1980/81 and decreased to 13 during 1993/94.

Table 7.2 shows the number of kindergartens in RWBGS by  supervisory authority and numbers of classes and pupils.  It is clearly shown that the number of private sector kindergartens in RWB increased from 1980/81-1993/94, but they decreased between 1975/76 and 1980/81.

Table 7.3 shows the number of kindergartens in GS by  supervisory authority in addition to number of classes and pupils.  From this table, we notice that kindergartens in GS follow two supervisory authorities, Private and UNRWA.  The number of private kindergartens is higher than the number of UNRWA’s.  In 1993/94 they reached 76 and 13, respectively.

Table 7.4 shows the number of kindergartens in RWBGS by district and supervisory authority.  It shows that the highest number of kindergartens in RWB during 1993/94 was in Ramallah (85) and the lowest in Tulkarm (45), while the number of kindergartens in other districts ranged between 57 and 65.  In GS, the highest  number of kindergartens during 1992/93 was in Gaza (55) followed by KhanYunis district (37) (for the non availability of detailed information for 1993/94), and the lowest was in Rafah (8) which has the lowest  number of kindergartens in RWBGS.

Figure 7.1 shows changes the in number of kindergartens in RWBGS between 1975/76 and 1993/94.

7.1.2  Classes

Tables 7.01-7.03 and 7.05 include information on classes in kindergartens in RWBGS for various years.  These tables present results resembling schools (kindergartens) mentioned earlier.  In table 7.01, the numbers of classes in private kindergartens are higher than the number in  UNRWA kindergartens; they increased continually from 1975/76 to 1993/94 (316 and 1466 classes, respectively).  In spite of the fact that the number of schools decreased between 1975/76 and 1980/81, the number of classes increased during the same period.  There was a continuous increase in the number of classes in all districts of RWBGS from 1975/76- 1993/94 (table 7.05).  However, their numbers varied from one district to another.  The highest number of classes during 1993/94 was in Ramallah (268) and the lowest was in Rafah (40).

Figure 7.2 shows more clearly the progress in the number of classes of RWBGS kindergartens during the period 1975/76-1993/94.

7.1.3  Pupils

Tables 7.1-7.3 and 7.06 present data  on pupils in kindergartens in addition to schools and classes.  These tables indicate that the number of pupils in RWB is higher than in GS.  Table 7.1 shows that the number of pupils in private kindergartens is much higher than the number  in UNRWA. The number of pupils in private kindergartens in 1993/94 was 40954, which represents 97% of the total.  The number of pupils in UNRWA kindergartens was 1389  representing only 3% of the total. It shows also that the number of pupils in private kindergartens, in general, increased continuously since 1980/81 and that their number decreased between 1975/76 and 1980/81 (11,025 and 10,610 respectively).  No consistent increase or decrease took place in the number of pupils in UNRWA kinder-gartens.

Table 7.2 shows that the number of pupils in RWB kindergartens increased continuously since 1975/76. The number of pupils reached 7,962 and 32,044 in 1993/94.

Table 7.3 shows that the number of pupils in kindergartens in GS increased continuously during 1975/76- 1992/93, yet this number decreased in 1993/94 compared to 1992/93. There was a difference in the numbers of pupils in private and UNRWA kindergartens.

Table 7.6 introduces pupils by district and supervisory authority.  It shows that there was a continuous increase in the numbers of pupils  in most districts since 1975/76, but this increase was not consistent in all districts.  It also shows that the highest number of pupils for all years was in the Ramallah district and the lowest was in the Rafah district.

Figure 7.3 shows the development in the numbers of  pupils in kindergartens in RWBGS from 1975/76 to 1993/94.

7.1.4 Average Number of Pupils in Classes

Tables 7.1-7.3 and 7.7 show the average number of pupils in classes  in RWBGS kindergartens for various years along with pupils and schools numbers.  Tables 7.1-7.3 show that this average in private kindergartens is less than  the average in UNRWA kindergartens.  These tables show also that the average in private kindergartens was nearly  the same in  RWB and GS.  Table 7.7 shows that  the average varies among  the different districts.  In 1993/94, the average in RWB districts ranged between 26-32 pupils for each class; it was 24-27 for GS private kindergartens, and 31-42 for each class in UNRWA kindergartens.

We concluded that there was a deficiency in the following kindergartens statistics:

1. Pupils distribution by age 

2. Pupils distribution by district of origin (city, village, camp)

3. Teachers statistics for kindergartens.

7.2  General Education

We discuss general education in RWBGS and EJ  separately because of the non availability of information on EJ in the sources containing information on RWBGS and because of the non conformity of data available on EJ with information  available on RWBGS.

7.2.1  General Education in RWBGS

ICBS’s publications as well as statistics issued by DRS in Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS are considered the main sources of general education statistics in RWBGS.

7.2.1.1  Schools

The revision of the available statistics on schools from different sources (ICBS, DRS in Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS), shows  that there are two definitions for school (both definitions are used by ICBS and DSR and Directorate of Education in GS used the second one only):

1. The definition of school on the basis of school building, i.e.  each school building 
is 
  an independent school.  This definition is used when dealing with grand total of 
  
  schools, regardless of the academic stages.

2. The definition of school on the basis of academic stage.  Each academic stage in a  
 school building which has more than one stage is considered an independent 
 
 school. This definition is used when we consider schools by academic stage.

However, the number of schools by stage are always more than or equal to the number of schools by school buildings.

Tables 7.8-7.16 present the number of schools in RWBGS for various years.  Data, up to 1992/93 were taken from ICBS (ICBS 1968-1993), while data on 1993/94  scholastic year were taken from DRS -Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS.  In 1993/94, there was a deficiency in the information available for GS.

Table 7.8 shows the number of schools in RWBGS by supervisory authority.  In 1993/94, there were 1357 schools in RWBGS, 992 of them are governmental schools, 111 are private and 254 are UNRWA schools.  This table also shows a continuos increase in the number of governmental schools from 825 in 1975/76 to 992 in 1993/94.  The same trend is evident for UNRWA schools, but it was not consistent.

Tables 7.9 and 7.10 show the number of schools by  supervisory authority in RWB and GS, respectively.  In 1993/94 the number of RWB schools was  1057, of which 852 are  governmental schools, 105 are  private, and 100 are UNRWA (Table 7.9).  In GS, the number of schools in 1993l/1994 was 300 of which 140 are government schools, 6 are private and 154 are UNRWA schools ( Table 7.10).

  These numbers indicate that  the number of  government and private schools in RWB is  much higher than in GS.  The number of  UNRWA schools is higher in Gaza than in RWB.

Figures 7.04-7.06 show the development of the number  of government, private and UNRWA schools in RWBGS from 1975/76 to 1993/94.

Tables 7.11 and 7.12 present  the number of schools in RWBGS by super-visory authority and stage.  Table 7.11 differs from 7.12, in that table 7.12 includes general education stages in addition to kindergartens.  Thus the number of schools by the three stages (classes 1-6, classes 7-9, and classes 10-12) are equal in the two tables.

The two tables show continuous increase in the number of school buildings which belong to private and government schools.  the number of   UNRWA schools had no consistent increase.

Tables 7.13 and 7.14 show the number of schools including kindergartens by supervisory authority and stage in RWBGS.  As mentioned earlier, notes applied to tables 7.11 and 7.12 are also applied to tables 7.13 and 7.14.  i.e.  the number of governmental and private schools increased continually in RWBGS.  Regarding UNRWA schools, there wasn’t any consistent increase during the years. The distribution of schools by stage did not follow specific pattern in terms of increase or decrease.  This is due  to the change in the stages from one year to another (i.e.  increasing or canceling stages in different schools) which led to on increase or decrease in the number of schools by stage.

Table 7.15 shows the number of schools including kindergartens in RWBGS by district and stage.  The table shows that the highest number of schools (kindergartens + classes 1-12) in 1993/94 was in Ramallah district (296 schools and kindergartens) and the lowest number was in Rafah district (42 schools and kindergartens).  The same trends found in the previous tables apply as well to the distribution of schools by districts in of terms the annual increase in the numbers (kindergartens + classes 1-12) and distribution of schools  by stage.  This means that  there is no definite pattern of increase or decrease in the number of schools by stage through time, and that the number of stage 1-6 schools is higher than  the number of stage 7-9 schools and stage 10-12 schools.  The number of stage 7-9 schools is higher than stage 10-12 for all districts.

Table 7.16 shows the number of  schools including kindergartens in RWBGS by district and supervisory authority.  There is variation in the number of schools by supervisory authority in districts.  In 1993/94, the percentage of governmental  schools in RWB ranged between 39% in Bethlehem and Jericho district and 72% in Tulkarm district. The share of private school (including kindergartens) ranged between 23% in Tulkarm district and 51% in Bethlehem and Jericho district.  The percentage of UNRWA schools, was nearly the same in all districts of RWB (5-7%). 

  In GS, the number of schools varied in districts. In 1992/93 the number of governmental schools  was 74, 42, 31 in Gaza, Khan Younis and Rafah, respectively, while the number of private schools was 54, 31, 8, respectively.  The number of UNRWA schools were the same in Gaza and Khan Younis (69 for each), and 32 schools in Rafah district.  From the same table, we notice an annual increase (in general) in the number of governmental and private schools in all districts and that there was no  consistent increase in the number of UNRWA schools.

After reviewing statistics available on schools, we would like to point out the following notes:

1. These statistics exclude school distribution by gender.

2. These statistics exclude school distribution by attendance period (one shift, two shifts).  

3. These statistics exclude school distribution by location (city, village, camp).

4. Available statistics do not show schools distribution by stage precisely.  Schools with more than one stage were calculated by the number of stages but not once.

5. The non-separation between pre-school education and school education led to a problem in calculating the number of schools.

7.2.1.2 Classes 

The class is the classroom in which pupils study during the scholastic year.  If there are more than one grade in one classroom, it is considered one class.

Tables 7.17-7.21 show the number  classes in RWBGS schools for various years.

Table 7.17 shows the number of classes in RWBGS schools by supervisory authority and stage.  This  number increased continuously for all stages from 1975/76 to 1992/93.  There is also a continuous increase (in general) in the number of classes for all supervisory authorities and stages except the secondary stage (classes 10-12) in UNRWA schools.  The highest number of classes for all years is in the governmental schools, followed by the UNRWA schools and the lowest number is in the private schools.

Table 7.18 and 7.19 show the number of classes in RWB and GS schools, respectively by supervisory authority and stage.  Table 7.18 shows that the highest number of classes in RWB is in the governmental schools, followed by UNRWA schools and the lowest number is in private schools.  In 1993/94, the governmental schools constituted 78% of the total number of classes, UNRWA classes were 12%, and private classes 10%.  In GS, table 7.19 shows that the difference in the number of classes  between governmental schools and UNRWA schools was very small.  In 1993/94, the number of classes in governmental schools was 2411 (50.6% of  the total number) and the number of classes in private schools was 81 (7% of the total number),and the number of UNRWA schools was 2,273 (47.7% of the total number).  The two tables also show that the number of classes in RWBGS increased rapidly for all supervisory authorities and stages.  Also the number of classes in governmental and private schools in RWB is higher than its counterpart in GS, while the number in  UNRWA schools in GS is higher than its counterpart in RWB.

Table 7.20 shows the number of classes in RWBGS by district and stage.  The table also shows that the percentage of classes in the three stages was nearly equal in RWBGS districts in 1993/94, except Hebron district in which there was a high percentage in the primary stage (classes 1-6) and a lower one in the secondary stage (classes 10-12).  No detailed data are available on GS in 1993/94.  In general the number of classes increased  rapidly for all stages and districts.

Table 7.21 shows the number of classes in RWBGS schools by district and supervisory authority.  This table shows a difference in the distribution of classes by supervisory authority in districts.  In RWB, the highest number of classes was in governmental schools; while in GS, the highest number of classes was  in UNRWA schools.  There is a difference in the distribution of classes by supervisory authority in the RWB districts. The percentage of classes in governmental schools in 1993/94 ranged between 56% in Bethlehem and Jericho district and 91% in Tulkarm district, and the percentage of classes in  private schools ranged between 5.5% in Tulkarm district and 25% in Bethlehem and Jericho district.  Regarding UNRWA schools, the number of classes ranged between 8% in Hebron district and 20% is Bethlehem and Jericho district.

In GS, there are no private schools in Khan Younis and Rafah districts; they are limited to Gaza district. Yet the number of classes in  private schools in Gaza was very small in comparison with the government and UNRWA schools.

Figures 7.07-7.09 show the development of classes in governmental, private and UNRWA schools in RWBGS during 1975/76 -1993/94.

The available statistics on classes shows that they neither include a distribution of classes by gender (male, female, coeducation) nor by attendance period  (morning and evening).

7.2.1.3 Pupils

Statistical data on pupils are available in the ICBS publications, UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education, DRS-Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS. UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education includes detailed information on UNRWA schools only.  Although ICBS publications include a lot of data on pupils, they lack other necessary information, such as pupils ages, drop out, repetition, etc.

Tables 7.22-7.24 show the distribution of pupils in RWBGS schools by supervisory authority and stage.  Table 7.22 shows that the number of pupils increased rapidly for all supervisory authorities since 1975/76 up to 1992/93.  The table also shows that the highest number of pupils for all years was in government schools. In 1992/93, for example, the total number of pupils in government schools reached 69,657 (68%), followed by UNRWA 147,853 (27%), and private schools 27,033 (5%).The table also shows that the numbers of pupils increased rapidly for all stages.

These notes apply as well for tables 7.22, 7.23, and 7.24  i.e., development of  pupils numbers by stage and supervisory authority, yet the only difference is that the number of UNRWA schools pupils was higher than the numbers of governmental schools pupils in GS for all years.

Figures 7.10-7.12 show the development of pupils numbers in the  governmental, private and UNRWA schools, in RWBGS.  

Table 7.25 shows pupils numbers by district and supervisory authority.  It shows that the number of pupils increased in schools directed by all supervisory authorities excluding private schools in  Tulkarm district in which the number of pupils had decreased since 1975/76.  The number of  pupils in RWB government schools represented the highest percentage of government schools’ pupils, but it is different from one district to another. In 1993/94, the percentage of government schools’ pupils ranged between 89% in the Tulkarm district and 61% in Bethlehem-Jericho district, the percentage of  UNRWA pupils ranged between 19% in the Bethlehem-Jericho district and 8% in the Hebron district;  The percentage of pupils in  private schools ranged between 20% in Bethlehem-Jericho district and 0.0% in the Tulkarm district. 

  Concerning GS, the number of pupils in Gaza district government schools was higher than in private and UNRWA schools; while in Khan Younis and Rafah districts the percentage of pupils in UNRWA school was higher than in governmental schools.

Tables 7.27-7.34 show pupils distribution by class.  The number of pupils in all classes have increased (in general) since 1975/76.

Table 7.27 shows that the percentage of students decreased in the higher classes. In 1992/93, the distribution of pupils  ranged  between 12% in the first class and 4% in the twelfth class.

Tables 7.28 and 7.29 present the distribution of pupils by class; it is clear that pupils are distributed equally in RWB and GS, yet the percentage of pupils in the first and second classes in GS was higher by 1% than in RWB. 

  With respect to pupils distribution on classes by supervisory authority (Tables 7.30-7.32), we notice that there is a difference in this regard.  In 1992/93, the percentage of first class pupils in the governmental schools was 11%.  In UNRWA and private schools it was 14% and 16%, respectively.  We notice also that the increase in the twelfth class pupils in private schools is higher than the preceding classes, in contrast with other supervisory authorities.  This could be explained by the fact that most of those who failed in GSCE move to private schools to prepare for this exam a second time.  This brings about an increase in the number of twelfth class students.

Table 7.33 and 7.34 show pupils distribution by classes and by gender.  The distribution percentage was nearly equal for males and females.  However, the percentage of females in classes decreased more than the percentage of males in higher classes.  In 1992/93, the percentage of male and female pupils in the first  class reached 12%. The male percentage in the twelfth class reached 4% and females 3% for the same class.  We notice also that males numbers are higher than  females in all years, yet the gap between  the number of  pupils was bridged through time.  

Figures 7.10-7.12 show the development of pupils numbers in governmental, private and UNRWA schools in RWBGS during 1975/76 to 1992/93 or 1993/94.  Figure 7.13 shows the development of pupils numbers by gender in RWBGS schools from 1975/76 - 1992/93.  Figure 7.15 shows distribution of pupils in RWBGS by supervisory authority and district in 1992/93.  Figure 7.18 shows distribution of pupils by gender and class in 1992/93.

As stated earlier, it is clearly noticed that the statistical data on pupils lack some principal variables, such as age and locality (city, village, camp).

7.2.2 Average Number of Pupils in Classes 

The average number of pupils in the class was calculated for general education schools through the available statistics on classes and pupils from ICBS. Available statistics on the average in UNRWA schools are found in UNRWA Statistical Yearbook; they are limited only to UNRWA schools in WBGS, in general, and not on the district level.

Tables 7.35-7.39 show the average number of pupils in the classes of RWBGS schools.  Averages were calculated on the stage level and not on the class level.

Table 7.35 shows that the average  number of pupils in RWBGS remained nearly constant since 1975/76 for all supervisory authorities and for all stages.  The table also shows that the highest average was in UNRWA schools and the lowest in private schools.  The average in governmental schools was close to the general average.  In 1992/93, the general average for each class in the governmental schools was 34 student.  However, it is less in the higher stages for all supervisory authorities.

Tables 7.36, 7.37 show this average in RWB, GS respectively by supervisory authority and stage.  The two tables show that the average in RWB is less than in GS for all supervisory authorities and stages.  In 1992/93, the average in RWB was 32 pupils for each class in government schools, 24 in private schools, and 34 in UNRWA schools.  The general average  was 41  in GS government schools, 32 in private schools, and 47 in UNRWA schools.  The two previous tables show that the average in higher stages was decreasing as the stage goes higher.

Figure 7.17 presents the average number of pupils in RWB and  GS in 1992/93.

Table 7.38 shows the average in RWBGS by district and stage.  The table shows that the average in all districts of RWB is less than in Gaza districts.  It is obvious that there was no increase or decrease in the average through time in all districts.

Table 7.39 shows the average in RWBGS by district and supervisory authorities.  We notice that this average in WB was nearly the same in gover-nment and UNRWA schools.  The private schools average was less than it was in government and UNRWA schools.  However, in GS, the averages in UNRWA school were  higher than in  private and governmental schools.

Generally speaking, the average class pupils in GS was higher than it was  in RWB.

7.2.3   Repetition and Drop - out Rates

The publications of ICBS, DRS-Nablus, and the Directorate of Education in GS do not include any information on repetition and drop out rates.  But UNRWA Statistical Yearbook on Education contains detailed information on repetition and  drop out in UNRWA schools.

Table 7.40 shows drop out rates in UNRWA schools in RWBGS by class and gender for stage 1-6 classes in scholastic year 1990/91.  The UNRWA definition of Drop is not accurate, it is defined as “pupils who left UNRWA schools at the beginning of the scholastic year, who  might have attended any  governmental or private schools or any other educational system” (UNRWA 1992).

The table shows that the drop out rates in WB are  higher for  males than females, but in GS these rates are higher among females than males.  The  rate in WB is higher than in GS for both males and females.

However, we cannot make any general conclusions on drop out rates according to these information because the definition is not accurate.

Table 7.41.  shows drop out rates in classes 1-6 at UNRWA schools during 1991/92.  The drop out rates in the first three classes in WB  is less than those for the same classes in GS.  But for classes (4-6), the average rate of Drop out is nearly equal in WB and GS.

7.2.4  Schools Premises

7.2.4.1 Rented Schools and Classrooms

ICBS publications do not include any information on school premises, but UNRWA used to provide detailed information on UNRWA schools premises including rented schools.  The only information available on  rented government schools in RWB only are provided by DRS -Nablus for 1993/94.

Table 7.42 shows the number of rented schools, classroom, classes and pupils by districts and location (city, village) in RWB for 1993/94.  This table shows that the number of rented schools  reached 122 schools, 87 of them in cities and 35 in villages for the same year.  Rented rooms totaled 1,607 rooms, 1,249 of which are in cities, and 358 are in villages.  The number of classes was 1,200 ( 865 in cities and 335 in villages).  Pupils numbers in these schools reached 44,352 pupils (31,632 in cities and 12,720 in villages).  It is noted also that the higher number of rented schools was in Hebron district which reached 48 schools (29 in the city and 19 in villages).  The number of rented schools in cities is higher than it is  in villages.

Table 7.43 shows the number of UNRWA schools rented in WB and GS for 1991/92. UNRWA has no rented schools in GS, while there are 29 administrative schools and 29 rented schools  buildings (administrative school is the school which is directed by one headmaster and it may be sharing services with other schools).

7.2.4.2   Other Rooms

There are no sufficient information on classrooms and other rooms in RWBGS.  Information is only available on governmental schools in RWB for 1993/94.  These were obtained from DRS-Nablus.

Table 7.44 shows the distribution of the other rooms in governmental schools in RWB by district and type of utilization during 1993/94, where the numbers reached 2,771 rooms.  The highest number of rooms was used as teachers rooms (651), followed by administration (612), and stores (407).  The lowest  number of rooms are dining rooms  (one).  Distribution of rooms by districts shows that the highest number of rooms was in the Hebron district (604), followed by Nablus (579), and Tulkarm (555).  The lowest  number was in the Bethlehem-Jericho district (238).

7.2.4.3  Double-Shift Schools 

In ordinary conditions and in case of having sufficient schools, all schools operate for one shift only.  Schools are used for the second shift to overcome the lack of sufficient school premises.

ICBS does not provide data on this subject, but UNRWA does.  We have obtained some information on these schools in RWB from DRS - Nablus for 1993/94.

Table 7.45 shows the number of double-shift governmental schools and the number of pupils and classes in the second shift in RWB by district and locality (city, village) for 1993/94.  There were 18 government school in RWB, working two shifts, (9 in cities and 9 in villages).  The ones in cities were located in Hebron (7), Jenin (1), and Nablus (1), while schools in villages were mostly in Hebron district. The number of pupils in these schools reached 5,742 (2,516 in cities, mostly in the Hebron and 3,226 in villages mostly in the Hebron district).  The number of classes reached 1,51 (64 in cities mostly in Hebron district and 87 classes in villages all of which are in the Hebron district as well).

Table 7.46 shows the number of double shift schools directed by UNRWA  for 1991/92.  During that year, there were 6 schools working a double-shift (-part time) all of which in WB  and 9 complete double shift school 8 in WB and one in GS. There are 68 schools, with two administrative schools, in the same premises, 14 of Which are in WB and 54 in GS.

7.2.5  Crowded Classes

The lack of school premises and classes leads to the problem of crowded classes. ICBS does not provide any information on this problem.  We obtained some information from DRS-Nablus concerning the crowded classes in government schools in RWB during 1993/94.  UNRWA often publishes information on crowded classes in its Statistical Yearbook on Education.

Table 7.47 shows the number of government schools’ classes  in RWB that have more than 40 pupils by gender and district for 1993/94.  It shows that in 1993/94, 2,057 classes had more than 40 pupils, 1,194 had 45-51 pupils, and 42 had 56 pupils and above.  They are distributed by gender as follows: 181 coeducation, 872 females classes and 1,994 males classes.  The highest number of crowded classes is in the Hebron district which reached 581 classes, followed by Jenin (421 classes).  The  lowest number was in the Bethlehem-Jericho district (170 classes).

7.3  Education in East Jerusalem

We were able to collect some information on education in EJ from two sources:

1. JIIS Statistical Yearbook of Jerusalem.

2. Arab Studies Society publications.

The first source contains one table only on non-Jewish educational Institutions in EJ except, Islamic Waqf schools.  Before 1985/86, it included information on UNRWA schools in Jerusalem and since 1985 it did not include  such information.  Arab Studies Society published one statistical publication in 1987 on education in WBGS concentrating on education in Jerusalem and Bethlehem-Jericho.

7.3.1  Educational System in East Jerusalem

After the Israeli occupation of EJ in 1967, the Jordanian educational system as well as Jordanian curricula were applied in schools until 1971.  Since 1971, specifically on 8/3/1971, Israeli  Authorities decided to apply the Israeli curricula in the governmental schools in EJ.  The curricula was applied until 1975/76 when the Jordanian curricula was reapplied due to the decrease in the number of pupils in these schools.

By re-application of the Jordanian curricula in the governmental schools, the educational system in EJ is the same system applied in RWB (Arab Studies Society 1987).

7.3.2 Supervisory Authorities in East Jerusalem

Education in EJ is directed by three supervisory authorities:

1.  Private sector in which schools  are supervised by Arabic or foreign     

     institutions.

2. Governmental sector: Schools in this sector are supervised by Israeli Ministry of 
 
   Education and Jerusalem Municipality.  Basic stage schools are supervised by 
 
  
   Ministry of Education and the secondary stage schools are supervised by Jerusalem 
      Municipality.


3. UNRWA which supervises its UNRWA schools.  These are only limited to the    
      basic stage.

7.3.3  Data Collection

JIIS depended on three sources of data:

1. Directorate of Education-Jerusalem 

2. Ministry of Religious Affairs (informal Arabic Education)

3. Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics

         Arab Studies Society carried out the activities of data  collection in two ways:

1. Through official sources, such as the directorates of education in districts, UNRWA 
 directorates of education, headmasters, CHE, etc..

2.  Data were collected through questionnaires, to check the reliability of data  taken 
 from official sources.

7.3.4  Pupils

Because JIIS does not  publish data on Islamic Waqf schools and because the way data is produced, and the quality of the published data differ from one year to another, we can not  compare data in the two sources.  So, we will discuss each of them separately.

Table 7.48 shows the number of pupils in the Arab schools in EJ (except Islamic Waqf schools) by supervisory authority and stage.  This table shows that there was no available information on classes 10-12 in the government schools in 1975/76 and 1980/81, for information is reported from the source as a general totals and not by supervisory authority.  Data on UNRWA schools were  reported for 1975/76 only, and information on private schools is available only for 1990/91.  With regard to  pupils distribution by  supervisory authority, we notice that the number of pupils in private schools for 1992/93 is higher than it is in  government schools. At the same time, there is a misleading definition for private schools because the number of pupils in private schools before 1992/93 was much less than in 1992/93. This can not  be due to the annual increase in the number of pupils.

Tables 7.44-7.55 contain information on school pupils in EJ for various years (Arab Studies Society, 1987).  Table 7.49 shows that the number of pupils was continuously increasing, but there was a difference in the  increase by supervisory authorities. This true for  government, private and UNRWA schools.

Table 7.50 indicates that the average number of pupils in classes was nearly constant in government schools for all years they ranged between 29 and 31 students for each class from 1979/80 to 1986/87.

Tables 7.52-7.55 show the number of pupils by gender; class and average class pupils in private schools and kindergartens in EJ for various years.  These tables show that male pupils in kindergartens are less than females.  While in all general education stages (primary, preparatory and secondary), the males numbers are higher than females. It is also evident that the average number of pupils was decreasing in the higher education stage.  

Figure 7.19 shows the development of  pupils numbers in EJ schools by supervisory authority for the period 1980/81-1986/87.

7.3.5  Classes

Table 7.56 introduces the number of classes in Arab schools in EJ by supervisory authority and stage for various years (JIIS, 1982-1992).  There is a direct relation between this table and table 7.48, for any change of pupils is reflected directly on the number of classes.  Therefore, the same remarks stated earlier concerning pupils apply as well here.  Also the number of classes in private schools for years 1992/93 jumped beyond the level of  the previous years which is probably due to data quality.

Tables 7.50 and 7.52-7.55 contain information on the number of classes in government and private schools in EJ for various years.  These tables show that the number of classes was continuously increasing.

We can not compare the number of classes stated in the Statistical Year-book of Jerusalem with those in Arab Studies Society’s  publication because of the difference in defining the supervisory authorities.  Generally, we notice a tangible difference between the data reported by the two sources.

7.3.6  Teachers

There is a great deficiency in information pertaining to teachers in EJ schools.  While there was no information on teachers in the Statistical Yearbook of Jerusalem, some information was reported in Arab Studies Society’s public-ation on this regard.

Tables 7.51 and 7.57 contain information on the numbers of teachers in UNRWA and private schools in EJ.  Table 7.51 shows that the number of teachers in UNRWA schools was constant during the period 1980/81-1986/87.  Table 7.57 shows that many teachers who are holding educational degrees less than intermediate diploma teach in the different educational stages; this means that there is a problem in the educational process, especially in the secondary stage, for this stage requires teachers with higher qualification (Bachelor degree and above).  The same observation applies to teachers with intermediate diploma. Many of them are employed as high stages teachers  (preparatory and secondary).  Regarding the higher degrees holders (bachelor degree and above), there is a consistency in their distribution on academic stages, i.e.  their numbers increase as the academic stage goes higher, yet we notice also that some teachers with M.A were working in kindergartens, which is unusual.  

7.3.7  Schools

The statistical Yearbook of Jerusalem includes no information on school numbers in EJ. Here we rely on data provided by Arab Studies Society.

Table 7.58 shows schools numbers in EJ by supervisory authority (academic education) for 1985/86 and 1986/87. We notice from the table that school numbers remain stable for the two years, but there is a decrease in the government schools in 1986/87 from the level of 1985/86.  UNRWA schools numbers remained stable in the two years.

The number of private schools is increasing more greatly than it is in the government schools which is different from RWB. However, the number of government schools in RWB is much higher than the private schools.

7.4  General Remarks

We derive the following remarks from the available statistical data on general education:

1. Unavailability of sufficient statistical data on general education

2. Information from different sources are contradictory

3. Inaccuracy of data collected from all sources; and there was a big    variation in data 
  from one year to another; which can not  be referred to the natural changes, especially 
  in the number of pupils.  

Chapter Eight

The General Secondary Certificate Examination

 (Tawjihi)

GSCE is usually held by the end of the twelfth grade for all secondary education streams (academic and vocational).  In WB and GS, two different exams are held because of the differences in the educational system in the two areas.  This exam is not held in each school independently, instead a standard exam at WB level and another at GS level are held.  Subsequently there are two separate supervisory authorities GS that  organize and supervise completely the above mentioned examination in WB and GS.  Examination papers are corrected locally for WB, but for GS, they are corrected in Egypt.

All twelfth grade students, those who are repeating the exam, and any student who completed the ninth grade and quitted school for three years or more have the right to sit for this exam.

Examination system has changed in WB for many times.  It was held at the end of the scholastic year before 1978 and it was held twice a year during the period 1978-1987.  Students were used to sit for the examination at the end of the first semester of the scholastic year and to sit for another one at the end of  the scholastic year.  The final result of student ( pass, fail) depend on the result of the two examinations together.  Since 1987/88 up to 1990/91, this examination has been held once due to the schools closure for a long  periods during the Uprising.  After 1990/91, two exams a year started to be  held again.  For GS, the examination was held once a year.

Students who pass the examination are awarded the General Secondary Certificate (Tawjihi) which enables them to continue their higher education.

There are few available information on this examination.  Only one table is found in the ICBS series on the number of  registered  and successful students by supervisory authority and stream.  In the recent years, the General Examinations Committee in WB issued detailed reports on GSCE in RWB only.

Table 8.1-8.3 contain information on GSCE in  1980/81-1985/86 and 1990/91-1993/94.  Data for 1992/93 and 1993/94 were taken from the General Examinations  Committee reports in WB and Directorate of Education in GS.  Data for the other years  were taken from the ICBS publications.

Table 8.1 shows the number of  twelfth grade students, the examinees and the proportion passed by gender.  It shows that examinees number is higher than the number of twelfth grade students due to  repeaters from previous years; those who set for GSCE in prison; examinees who completed nine years of study successfully and quitted their study, etc..

Before 1991/92, we notice that the pass rate was higher than the years after. It ranged between 68%-73%; after 1991/92 it ranged between 47%-57%.  Generally, the pass rate is higher among females than males except in 1991/92 where it reached 59% among males and 54% among females.

Table 8.2 shows the numbers of examinees and successful students in GSCE by supervisory authority.  Up to 1990/91, the highest pass rate was in the government schools (it reached 75% in 1990/91) and the lowest percentage was among those who sat for GSCE  through the General Examinations Committee (students who register for the examination only and do not attend school) the percentage among those students reached 68% in 1990/91.  Since 1991/92, the highest pass rate was in private school (60% in 1993/94).  The lowest pass rate was also among  those who sat for GSCE through  the General Examinations Committee (44% in 1993/94).

Table 8.3 shows the number of examinees and successful students in GSCE in RWB and GS by academic stream.  The table shows that the highest number of  examinees for all years was in the literary stream (it reached 15,672 in 1993/94). The lowest number was in vocational stream (the examinees number in 1993/94 was 716).  The highest pass rate for all years was in the scientific stream.  It varied from one year to another between literary stream and vocational stream.  The pass rate in all streams  was higher before 1990/91 than the following years.

Figure 8.1 presents  the number of examinees and successful students in GSCE in the RWB and GS for 1980/81-1993/94.

Chapter Nine

Teachers in General Education

ICBS publications did not include any data on teachers and other employees in the education field in RWBGS.  Most of data used in this report originated from DRS-Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS.  These data are related to teachers in the general education stages (classes 1-12).  It is worthy to note that since 1991/92 the Directorate of Education in Tulkarm was divided into two, one in Tulkarm and another in Qulqilia.  We merged the information of the two directorates in this report for analytical reasons because most of the data used in this report  especially data related to students before 1991/92 were on the Tulkarm district including Qulqilia district.

In 1991/92, statistics showed that there were 262 teachers in Qulqilia district and after adding this number to the number of teachers in Tulkarm Directorate of Education, it became clear that there is a great increase in the number of teachers during this year compared to 1990/91.  This  increase cannot be due to the newly appointed teachers in the Qulqilia district.  This difference is due to the separation of teachers in Qulqilia district in 1990/91 from teachers in the Tulkarm district.  However, we decided to add an estimated number to  the number of teachers in the Tulkarm district, which is equal  to the number of teachers in the Qulqilia district in 1991/92 (i.e.  262 teachers).  After adding this number, data became more harmonized.

Table 9.01 shows numbers of school teachers in RWBGS by supervisory authority for 1990/91-1993/94.  This table shows that teachers numbers had been continuously increasing  since 1990/91 and that increase was for all supervisory authorities.

Regarding teachers distribution on the supervisory authorities, teachers in government schools constitute the highest percentage.  In 1993/94, the percentage in the government schools in the RWBGS reached 65% of the total teachers, 23% for UNRWA school teachers and 12% for private school teachers.

There is also a difference between RWB and GS in the distribution of teachers by supervisory authority.  In 1993/94, the percentage of teachers in governmental schools is 73% in RWB and 50% in GS.  In UNRWA school teachers it was 11% in RWB and 47% in GS.  The percentage in private school teachers reached 16% in RWB and 3% in GS.

Figure 9.1 shows the development of teachers numbers in RWBGS by supervisory authority for 1990/91-1993/94.  Figure 9.2 presents the number of teachers  in RWB and GS.

Table 9.2 shows teachers numbers in RWB schools by gender and supervisory authority.  The number of teachers was in a continuous increase for both genders since 1990/91.  Males are higher than females in all years.  In 1993/94, the males and females  percentage were 53% and 47%, respectively.  Regarding their distribution on the different supervisory authorities, males percentage is higher than females in government schools only.  In 1993/94, the percentage in government schools was  57%  for males and 43% for males.  In UNRWA schools, the percentage was  47% for males  and 53% for females.  In Private schools, it was  28% and 62% for males and females, respectively.

Table 9.3 shows the numbers of teachers in RWB schools by district and supervisory authority.  Table 9.4 reflects teachers numbers in GS by supervisory authority.

Table 9.3 indicates that there is a big variation in teachers distribution on districts by supervisory authorities.  In 1993/94, the share of teachers in the government schools was ranging between 51% in the Bethlehem-Jericho district and 90% in Tulkarm.

The share of Teachers in private schools ranged from 1% in Tulkarm to 33% in Bethlehem-Jericho district.  In UNRWA schools, the percentage was ranging between 8% in the Hebron district and 16% in the Bethlehem-Jericho district.  In GS, the percentage reached 50% in governmental schools, 3% in private schools and 47% in UNRWA.

Table 9.5 shows teachers numbers in RWB schools by gender, supervisory authority and district for 1993/94.  Females percentage in the governmental schools was similar  in the different districts;  it was ranging between 42% and 45%.  In private schools there was wide gap in females percentage it was ranging between 0% in the Tulkarm districts and 83% in the Nablus district.  Regarding UNRWA schools, there was a variation in  females percentage, ranging between 44% in Nablus district and 61% in Ramallah district.  At the  general totals  level, the share of  females was similar in all districts.  It was ranging between 45% in Tulkarm district and 49% in Bethlehem-Jericho and Nablus districts.

Table 9.6 presents a comparison between the number of teachers in the government schools in RWBGS in 1990/91 from various sources.  In addition to the information collected from DRS -Nablus and the Directorate of Education in GS, we found some information on teachers in the Statistical Educational Yearbook issued by PLO in 1990/91.  In this table, we see that the number of teachers taken from DRS-Nablus and the directorate of education in GS differs from the number of teachers in the PLO statistical yearbook (370 teachers, 3%).  This difference is due to the fact that the former includes statistics on EJ teachers.

Chapter Ten

Higher Education


CHE is considered the main and in most cases the only source of statistics on higher education.  Before 1990/91, CHE was collecting statistics only on its member institutions, but from 1990/91 it covered all institutions of higher education..

There are two types of Palestinian higher education  institutes: Universities and community colleges.  Since 1993/94, three university colleges have offered programs leading to bachelor degrees.  Therefore, these programs have been included in the university education starting this year.  In this publication, the universities together with the community colleges offering  programs leading to bachelor degrees are reported as “University Education.”

Hebron Technical Engineering College also offers a programs leading to a bachelor degree in two subjects. Computer Engineering and Car Engineering.  This program will be included in the university education statistics starting in 1994/95.

10.1.  University Education
Table 10.01, provides a summary showing the development in the number of students in Palestinian university education.  The Table shows that the number of students increased by 25% from 1991/92 to 1992/93, and by 22% from 1992/93 to 1993/94. The number of students decreased between 1990/91 and 1991/92.  This change is mainly due to differences in students numbers of the Islamic University in Gaza.  The number of registered students in this university reached 5,468 students in 1990/91.  Only students who were actually studying were included in the statistics of 1991/92, and their number was 1,489 (the university was closed at that time).  Figure 10.1 shows in the number of students at Palestinian universities for the years 1977/78-1993/94.

The average rate of  female students in Palestinian university education was 43% in 1993/94.  The Education College in Gaza, Al-Quds University and Bethlehem University had significantly a higher rate of females than the others.  The lowest rate of females(25%) was found in the Islamic University - Gaza (Table 10.2).  Figure 10.2 shows the number of students at Palestinian universities by gender in 1993/94.

There are several faculties programs and specialization in the Palestinian university education.  The distribution of students by faculty/program is shown in table 10.03.  In 1993/94, the highest number of students was in the Education College; this can partially be explained by the inclusion of Education College-Gaza and Education College-UNRWA in university education starting this year.

 The highest rate of female students in 1993/94 (71%) was found in the program of Family and Social Development.  Other faculties/programs with high rates of female enrollment were Arts (52%), Education (51%), Hotel Management (58%), Medical Professions (58%), Pharmacy (54%) and Special Studies (52%). 

 Table 10.4 shows the average rate of females in Palestinian universities/colleges by faculty/program for various years.  The highest rate of male students was found in agriculture (83%), engineering (76%) and shari’ah (74%).

The data on new entrants by faculty for the year 1993/94 show that 35% of all students were new entrants that year.  The table 10.5 shows the distribution of new entrants by faculty in 1993/94.  The highest rate of new entrants (100%)of the total of all students was found in the law program, the new Law College in Jerusalem with 105 students.

The number of freshmen students in Palestinian universities in 1993/94 was considerably higher than the number of new entrants.  Freshmen number reached  24,922 (49%) in 1993/94. Table 10.6 shows that the number of students at higher levels increased significantly.  The great increase in the number of juniors indicates that more students are working hard to  complete their studies as soon as possible.  The data for 1990/91 and 1991/92 are affected by the special conditions of university education during the Intifada.  During these years, students continued their education informally due to the closure of universities by Israel Authorities.  In 1992/93 and 1993/94, many of these students were  promoted to a higher level.

Table 10.7 also shows that the rate of female students is lower after the fourth year.

The distribution of students in university education by district of origin shows an increasing number of students from all districts except students from pre 1948 Palestine  and other places abroad where there was no specific trend for the increase (Table 10.8).

Table 10.9 shows that there was a majority of females among  Jerusalem students (65%) and Bethlehem and  Jericho students  (55%) during the scholastic year 1993/94.

Table 10.10 provides information about district of origin for the students in all the six Palestinian universities that were active in 1990/91.  It shows the relative distribution by university for students from each district.  Most students were studying at the university close to their residence.  In Bethlehem and Jericho. Sixty three percent of students were studying at Bethlehem University in 1990/91 were from Bethlehem-Jericho district. The highest rate of students studying at the nearest university is found in Gaza; 89% of the students from Gaza in 1990/91 were studying at the Islamic University in Gaza which was the only university in GS at that time.


The number of graduates from Palestinian universities in 1992/93 was still lower than the pre-Intifada  level. In 1992/93 there were 1495 graduates from Palestinian universities (Table 10.11).  Figure 10.3 shows the number of graduates from Palestinian Universities for the years 1980/81-1992/93.

Among these graduates, there were 684 females (43% of the total number of graduates), which is about the same as the rate of female students.  This indicates that male and female students have the same graduation rates (Table 10.12).

The number of graduates in Palestinian universities by faculty/program is shown in Table 10.13.

10.2  University Staff

About 50% of the staff in the Palestinian universities are classified as teaching staff. In 1993/94 there has been an increase in the teaching staff but not in the non-teaching staff.  The increase in the number of teachers is explained by the inclusion of three community colleges in university education; their a contribution to the teaching staff was around 132 members (Table 10.14).  In the case of Education College-UNRWA, the administrative staff is reported for the Community College, Men Training College and Women Training College.  The Education College-Gaza had a non-teaching staff of only 20 persons for a staff of 100 teachers 1993/94.

In Table 10.15, the staff in university education is distributed by type of employment (full-time or part-time) and qualifications for many years.  In 1993/94  only 12% of the staff worked as part-timers.  The highest rate of part-time employees  was found among teaching staff with M.A degree.  In this category, the rate of part-time employees was 22% in  1993/94. 

 Figure 10.4 shows the development of teaching staff at Palestinian Universities for the years 1980/81-1993/94.  

Table 10.16 shows the rate of female employees in the Palestinian university education for many years.  The rate of female staff in 1993/94 was 19 percent, most of them staff were non-teaching staff .  The highest rate of the staff was among females with bachelor degree (27%) and lowest was among those with Ph.D.  (7%).


Table 10.17 presents the average number of students per teaching staff member.  It is clear that the rate is low in most universities.  This average was 17 in 1993/94.  However, it varied from university to another; for instance, while it was 12 in Bethlehem University, it was 24 at An-Najah University.

10.3  Community Colleges
Community colleges are here defined as colleges that offer programs at post-secondary level that lead to an intermediate diploma degree.  The programs in community colleges which lead to a bachelor degree are not included.  These programs are reported as university education.

During 1991/92-1993/94, the number of students in community colleges was decreasing.  During the whole period there has been a majority of female students in these community colleges.  There are several reasons for the decrease in the number of students in the colleges.  Earlier, a degree from a community college could qualify for a post as school teacher, but from the year 1997 only applicants with university degree shall only be employed as school teachers.  The establishment of Al-Quds Open University has also lead to a decrease in the number of students in community colleges.  Students who do not get admission to other universities prefer to study at the Open University instead of a community college.  This option was not available earlier.  Also, community colleges have not developed new vocational courses that meet the needs of labor market and more students.

Table 10.18 shows the number of students numbers in community colleges from 1990/91 to 1993/94; it is clear that there was a tangible decrease in their numbers over time.  The total number of students in Community Colleges in 1993/94 was 4,655, which is 63% of the number of students in the previous year.  The decrease was partly caused by the extension of some courses to university education. But even when these programs have been excluded there was a decrease of almost 20% in the number of students in Community Colleges from 1992/93 to 1993/94.

For the period before 1990/91, no complete statistical summary is available on  the students of  community colleges.  Before this year, CHE included in its statistics only a few community colleges.  The data availability situation is shown in table 10.18. The teachers institutes for men and women were reported as community colleges until 1992/93.  The number of their students was zero because they were included in the Education College - Gaza  in 1993/94.

Figure 10.5 shows the number of students in intermediate community colleges for 1990/91 - 1993/94. The table shows that the number of students in the first and second year levels are very close to each other.  In 1993\94, The number of students in the first year level reached 2,303 and in the second year level was 2,153.  

The distribution of students in Community Colleges by district of origin is shown in Table 10.20.  In 1993/94 the highest number of students was from GS (1,290 students) and the lowest number was from the Jenin District (314 students), and there were 21 students from Palestine/1948 and one foreign student.

Table 10.21 shows that 16% of the students in University Education and Community Colleges were studying in Community Colleges 1993/94.  Only two years earlier, this rate was 34%.  Table 10.23 shows that there has been a rapid switch from shorter to longer post-secondary education.  The highest rate of students in Community Colleges in 1993/94 was found among students from Hebron (27%).

Table 10.22 shows the average of female students in community colleges by district for many year.  Their general average 54% was constant from 1991/92 - 1993/94 but it was differs from district to another.  The highest rate (74%) was found among students from Jerusalem and the lowest (41%) was found in GS.  The main reasons behind having such a law rate in GS  College-Gaza which  was a Community College in 1992/93 was changed to University College in 1993/94.  The rate of female students in it  was 64% in 1993/94 (Table 10.02).

10.4 Staff in Community Colleges
About 50% of the community colleges staff are teachers; this percentage was changed in 1993/94.  There was a decrease in the number of teachers because many of them moved to community colleges offering programs classified as university education.  For instance, teaching staff engaged in programs leading to bachelor degree in the Education College-Gaza and Hebron Technical Engin-eering College were included in university education statistics while the members of the administrative staff and services remained in community colleges statistics.  Besides, many employees in Hebron Technical Engineering College- who were considered among the teaching staff in the previous years  were included in the administrative staff.  Their number was large, that is why the number of teaching staff was significantly affected in 1993/94.

The distribution of the staff members in community colleges by status (full-time or part-time)  and qualifications  is shown in Table 10.23.  The number of employees (staff) working in these colleges was 1,264 in 1993/94. Six hundred and ninety two were administratives and service workers and 572 teaching staff members; of which 431 (74% of teaching staff) have bachelor degree, 122 (21%) have master degree and 19 (11%) have Ph.Ds.

Figure 10.6 shows the numbers of employees in community colleges for 1990/91-1993/94.  Males constitute around 82% of these employees (see table 10.24).

10.5   Scholarships From Higher Education Institutions
Table 10.25 shows the number of scholarships from Palestinian higher education institutions for the period 1990/91-1993/94.  It is clear from this table that  the number of scholarships from universities is much higher than the community colleges for all years.

In 1993/94, the scholarships from community colleges reached 15 (14 males and one female), and the universities scholarships were 47 (43 males and 4 females).  It shows also a continuous decrease in the scholarships through time. It  is reached 87 in 1990/91 and decreased to 62 in 1993/94.      

Chapter Eleven
Vocational Education

11.1:  Introduction


Vocational institutions are divided into the following two types,


1-  Institutions with specific vocational programs:

1. Vocational training centers

2. Secondary vocational schools (industry and agriculture).

3. Community colleges and polytechnic institutes (Technical engineering colleges).

4. Engineering, agriculture, medical professions and commerce faculties at 
universities.


The vocational training centers aim at graduating skillful technicians.  Those who finished the compulsory education stage successfully can join these centers.  The studying period lasts for two years.  Each year of study lasts for 11 months.  Those who pass at the end of this period earn a diploma.

Students admitted to the secondary vocational schools must have completed grade 10. The study in those schools lasts for three years.  At the end of grade 12 students sit for GSCE.  Those who pass get the General Secondary Certificate which qualify them to work or continue their higher studies at universities or community colleges.

Not all community colleges are specialized in vocational education, but most of them have vocational programs.  There is a limited number of colleges vocational programs only, like Heron Technical Engineering College, and College of Engineering and Technology in Khan Younis.

Vocational Education in universities is limited to certain faculties like commerce, agriculture, and medical professions.  In each Palestinian university, there is at least one of those faculties.


2-  Other vocational institutions, include the following:

1.
Vocational Training Centers supervised by the Israeli Civil Administration. 
These centers offer short term vocational training courses that last for less than 
a year.  The purpose of these courses is to train students  in certain subjects that 
meet the needs of the Israeli labor market.  The trainees at the end of the 
course, get a certificate in the subject matter.

2. 
Private Vocational Training Centers.  In general, these centers are commercial 
ones.  There is no control on them, and they give very short training courses that 
last for few weeks or months.

11.2  Available Statistics
There are no available time series on vocational education except for vocational faculties in universities which are included in CHE  Statistical Yearbook.  Statistics on private vocational centers are excluded in this book.  In ICBS (1968-1994) provides some data on vocational secondary education for a number of years.  The only detailed data are available in two reports about vocational education in WBGS (Al-Masri, 1992 and Al-Qiq, 1988).  Although these reports are not statistical reports, they include some statistics which we used as the main sources on vocational education.

Table 11.1 shows the number of vocational schools in WBGS for the year 1985/86 by supervisory authority and location.  There were 14 vocational schools in that year, 8 governmental and 6 private.  

Table 11.4 shows the number of training centers in WBGS by supervisory authority and location for the 1985/86.  In this year there were 22 centers, 13 of which are directed by the government, 6 by the private sector, and 3 by UNWRA.

Table 11.3 shows the number of students in vocational schools by type of vocational education, supervisory authority and gender in the scholastic year 1985/86.  There were 2,271 students (1,980 males and 291 females) distributed on type of vocational education as follows: 1,698 in the industrial branch, 415 in the  commercial branch and 157 on agricultural branch.  It is clear that the highest number of students is in the industrial a branch, and the lowest number is in the agricultural branch.

Table 11.2 shows the number of teachers and training staff in vocational secondary schools by type of vocational education and degree in the scholastic year 1985/86.  From the table we notice that the largest number of employees have bachelor degree (51%) and the lowest number of them have the General Secondary Certificate  (3.9%).   The total number of employees was 361 persons.

Table 11.5 shows the number of trainees and training staff in WBGS training centers by supervisory authority and location in 1986.  In this year, there were 2,882 trainees, of which 1,517 in WB and 1,365 in GS.  There were 209 training staff, 161 of which in WB and 48 in GS.  It is clear that the ratio of trainee per training staff member in GS is much higher (48 trainee/training member) than in WB (9 trainees/training member).  Also, from the same table, we see that the highest number of trainees is in the government  training centers (1,286 trainees); the lowest number is in the private centers (626 trainees).  The ratio of trainees per training staff member was very much different from authority to another, whereas it was 9 trainees per training member in the governmental training centers, 40 in UNWRA and 13 in private training centers 13.

Table 11.6 shows the numbers of trainees and graduates from private training centers for the period 1979-1987.  From this table, we notice that the number of trainees remained almost fixed for all years.

Table 11.7 shows the number of students and graduates from secondary vocational schools in WB for the period 1979-1987.  From this table, we notice that there is no significant increase in the number of students and graduates for this period, which can be explained by the fact that the number of schools remained constant during this period.  Figure 11.1 shows the number of students in WB vocational schools for the 1979-1987.

Chapter Twelve

Adult Education

There are no complete and comprehensive statistics available on illiteracy and adult education in WBGS. Data are obtained from researches and publications issued by RSC in GS and Adult Education and Illiteracy Center at BZU.

After the Israeli occupation of the WB and GS in 1967, the charitable societies took on itself the responsibility of facing the illiteracy problem.  Subsequently  they opened many centers for illiteracy and adult education in cities, villages and camps.  Unfortunately, statistics for the early years are lacking.  In 1976, BZU opened a Center for Illiteracy and Adult Education in cooperation with the charitable societies working in this field.  In 1977, the Red Crescent Society in GS opened a program for illiteracy and adult education.  This program continued until 1988, then it stopped for two years (1988-1989).  It resumed working in 1990.

Table 12.1 shows the number of illiteracy and adult education centers and the number of teachers by gender in WB and GS at the end of November 1977.  At that time, they were 60 centers in WB and 4 centers in GS.  The number of learners was 1289 persons, 251 males and 1038 females.  

Table 12.2 shows the number of centers, classes and students by gender and rate of increase in the number of learners for the period 1977-1982.  From this table we see that there was an increase in the number of centers in the period 1977-1981, then a decrease in 1982.  The same table also shows that there was a rapid increase in the number of students in the years 1978/79-1979/1980 and a decrease in 1981 and 1982.  Figure 12.1 shows the number of illiteracy centers for the period 1977-1982, and figure 12.2 shows the number of students in those centers for the same period.  

Data are lacking about teachers in illiteracy and adult education centers.  For the period 1983-1989 we do not have any data about this subject.  But for the period, 1990-1994, data are available only about GS, which we obtained from the publication of the Red Crescent Society in GS.  While in the same period, BZU Illiteracy and Adult Education Center conducted surveys and  studies about illiteracy in some villages, camps, or cities in WB; but did not provide data on this subject for this period.  Therefore Tables 12.3-12.5 include data about GS only.  

Table 12.3 shows the number of centers, classes, teachers and students in GS for the years 1990/91,1992/93 and 1993/94, while Table 12.4 shows the number of graduates from illiteracy and adult education center in GS for the years 1992/93 and 1993/94 by level and gender.  From table 12.3 we note that there is a continuous increase in numbers of centers, classes teachers and students.  Graduates were divided into two levels, basic level which is equivalent to the fourth elementary grade, and continued; which means those who decided to continue their study in centers for higher grades.  In the year 1992/93, there were 42 graduates and in 1993/94 there were 68 persons.

Table 12.5 shows the number of teachers by gender and qualification for the year 1993/94.  There were 17 male teachers and 26 female teachers.  Among the 43 teachers, 13 persons with a general secondary certificates, 17 persons have lower diploma degree and 13 persons have bachelor degree.  

Table 12.6 shows the rate of illiteracy in GS by age and gender.  From the table, we note that the illiteracy rate increases by age and it is higher among females than among males.  

Table 12.7 shows the level of education by gender among the adults in RWB, and EJ.  From the table we note that the males are more educated than females.  

Table 12.8 shows the percentage of illiteracy in RWBGS, EJ and the camps for people aged 20-29 years.  From the table we see that the lowest level of illiteracy was in camps and it is the same in RWB, GS and EJ (excluding refugee camps).

Chapter Thirteen
Special Education
Special education is a special type of education usually offered to those with special needs like gifted students and handicapped persons.  There is a lack of statistical information on this type of education in all references we used.  The World Bank (1993) collected which are about special education, these data were used in this CSR.  

Table 13.1 shows the number of institutions offering services to handi-capped persons by supervisory authority in RWBGS in 1990.  There was one institution supervised by the Civil  Administration; 9 by foreign missions and 37 by the private sector (usually by charitable institutions).  The total number of enrollments that year in all these institutions was 2,907 persons.  

Table 13.2 shows the distribution of handicapped social rehabilitation centers (RC) by type in WBGS in 1993.  In this year, there were 62 centers, 46 of which are in WB and 16 in GS.  There were 10 rehabilitation centers for those who are physically handicapped; 15 for the blind, 8 for deaf and dumb, 15 mental, and 7  for Addicts, 7 advisory centers.  The table doesn’t mention the number of enrollments in these centers because it is not available.

Chapter Fourteen

Expenditure on Education
Revenues and expenses on education differ according to supervisory authority and academic stage.  The Israeli Civil Administration was responsible for covering the expenses of government schools and government community colleges in RWBGS.  Students pay little fees to cover the cost of  materials and equipment, and they are  propaply insufficient to cover employees’ salaries.  In UNRWA schools and community colleges, students do not pay fees at all; they are totally funded by UNRWA. 

 Private schools are of two types: (1) Schools aiming financial profit ; in these schools, students pay relatively high fees.  The earned money constitute the only available source for funding these schools in terms of paying the employees’ salaries, developing the schools, etc.  (2) Schools organized by charitable societies or foreign  and local organizations (usually they are religious school for students with special needs).  Students usually pay little or no fees, since these schools are usually financed by those  organizations or societies.  With respect to higher education, especially universities, the share of students’ fees in the budgets  of such schools is around 30%, the rest (about 70%) is provided by CHE, which covers  also part of the budget of its member  community colleges.

There are no official statistics on expenditure on education in WBGS by all supervisory authorities.  The only data on this topic is reported  in the World Bank report (1993) for 1991, data were provided by CHE, the Israeli Civil Administration and UNRWA, while data on private education were estimate.  

Table 14.1 shows the expenditure on education by supervisory authority in 1991.  The expenditure of  the Civil Administration in 1991 reached  $80 million, 70% of which in RWB and 30% in GS.  The average expenditure per student was  $153 million.  In the same year UNRWA expenditure  on education reached $52 million, 33% of which on WB and 67% on GS.  The average expenditure per student was different from WB and GS. It was $425  in WB and  $334 in GS.  The World Bank estimate for the expenditure on private education is $13 million.  Expenditure on Palestinian universities that year was $27 million, this number was provided by.  Each student share in this budget was about $ 400-500.  The average expenditure per student was estimated to $1500-2000.  There are no available data for expenditure on community colleges.

Glossary

	Class:
	A group of students from the same class sitting in one classroom.  If students from different classes were found in one classroom, students from each of these classes form part of the class in relation to the number of classes found in the classroom.  These parts form one whole, (e.g.  if the classroom contains the first and second basic classes, the first basic class students form half of the class and the second basic class students form the other half of the class).



	Crowded Classes:
	A class in which the number of students exceeds the number agreed upon internationally.



	Directorate of Education:
	An official directorate which represent the highest authority supervising education in the country in a specific geographical area.



	Drop Out:
	Leaving school before the completion of the twelfth class.



	East Jerusalem:
	The eastern section of Jerusalem previously under Jordanian control and occupied by Israel in June 1967, and annexed later in 28th of June 1967.



	Educational Scale:
	Classification of official educational stages in the form of a chart, showing the relationship between different educational stages.



	Educational Stage:
	A group of classes or scholastic years, according to which, students are classified, such as kindergartens, primary stage, preparatory stage, secondary stage, and higher education.



	Error in Estimation:
	The difference between the estimated value and the real value for estimating the variable.



	Formal Education:
	Education offered in  official education institutions, such as schools, universities, or intermediate community colleges or any equivalent institution.



	Gaza Strip:
	The area of historic Palestine, which was controlled by Egypt until the Isreali Occupation in 1967.



	General Education Institutions:
	Higher education institutions that are not directed by the government, the private sector, UNRWA or board of  trustees.



	General Secondary Certificate Examination (Tawjihi):
	A general examination that is held at the end of the secondary stage by special committees.  One examination is held for all twelfth class students in RWB, and another for GS Students.  Successful students get the General Secondary Certificate (Tawjihi).



	Higher Education:
	The type of education offered in universities and intermediate community colleges.  As a pre-requisite for this type of education, one should pass the secondary level or its equivalent successfully, as well as GSCE (Tawjihi) or its equivalent.

 

	Intifada:
	The Palestinian Popular Uprising against the Israeli occupation which started in December 1987.



	Legal Age for School Attendance:
	The age before and after which the person can not  attend school.  This age is determined by the highest authority supervising education (Ministry of Education). It is usually six years.



	Level of Educational Attainment:
	The number of scholastic years spent in education. It can be measured by the completed stage (primary, preparatory, secondary, higher education).



	Literacy:
	The ability to write and read in a way that the others understand what the literate reads or writes.



	Occupied Palestinian Territory:
	The West Bank and Gaza Strip, including East Jerusalem.



	Pre-School Education:
	A type of education presented to children before they reach the legal age for school attendance.  Usually, it starts at the age of 4 and lasts for two years at most (it is called kindergartens stage).



	Remaining West Bank:
	West Bank, excluding East Jerusalem.



	Repetition:
	Repeating the same class for another year because of  failure.



	Special Education:
	A type of education offered to a specific group of individuals such as talented or handicapped people, etc..



	Supervising Anthorities:
	The authorities which, according to law Direct and supervise specific educational institutions.



	
	

	The Council for Higher Education: 
	A national Palestinian institution, established in 1977, to supervise the Palestinian higher education.



	West Bank:
	The part of the West Bank area previously under the Jordanian control and occupied by Israel in 1967, including annexed East Jerusalem.



	Years of Schooling:
	The total number of years spent at school including  repetition years (i.e.  repetition years are calculated as scholastic years).
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