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Preface

Providing agriculture statistics to decision makers is a vital requirement in drawing policies and monitoring the progress and development of the agriculture sector.  Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is aware of this importance, and work with a complete cooperation and coordination with the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) to provide users in both governmental and private sectors with relevant statistics related to the agriculture sector on regular basis.

This agricultural statistics report covers the agricultural year 2006/2007, and provides data about the most important statistical indicators, the quantitative data; which covers the cultivated area by different types of crops, in addition to the productivity of the unit area.  It provides also data about the livestock and production by type and region.  Also it deals with agriculture economy, including production value for both plant and livestock production, in addition to the economic statistical indicators such as the costs of intermediate consumption and the value added of the agriculture sector. 

PCBS hopes that the data of this report will be useful and helpful reference for decision and policy makers to develop this important sector in Palestine.

	December, 2008
	
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

                   President
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Executive Summary
This report is based on the annual questionnaire filled out by the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) according to the administrative classification adopted by MoA for the Palestinian Territory.  Data collection was conducted on the basis of locality as a statistical unit.  

The results revealed that 1,835 thousand dunums of the Palestinian farm land were cultivated in the Palestinian Territory during the agricultural year 2006/2007 of which 90.1% in the West Bank and 9.9% in Gaza Strip, fruit trees constituted 63.5% of the cultivated area of the Palestinian Territory.  While vegetables and field crops comprised 10.2% and 26.3% of the cultivated Palestinian areas respectively, 73.3% of the cultivated area in Gaza Strip rely on irrigation, compared with only 8.3% for the West Bank.  Comparing this year with the pervious year the results showed that the cultivated area in this agricultural year is similar to that of 1996/1997 which amounted about 1,835 thousand dunums, also showed that the largest cultivated area in the Palestinian Territory was during the agriculture year 1997/1998 which amounted to 1,861 thousand dunums, whereas the lowest cultivated area in the Palestinian Territory was during the agriculture year 1998/1999 which amounted to 1,612 thousand dunums.

Results indicated that there are a decrease in the number of cattle 34,255, the number of sheep 744,764, the number of goats 343,565, the number of broilers chickens 26,581 thousand birds, and the number of layers chickens 2,797 thousands birds in 2006/2007, in comparison with the previous year, 2005/2006. Results also indicated that beehives 65,948 during the agriculture year 2006/2007.  Also the total of fishing from all types amounted to 2,701 ton.

The total value of agriculture production in the Palestinian Territory during the agricultural year 2006/2007 amounted to US$ 1,114 million; of which 63.7% of plant production and 36.3% of livestock production. The cost of intermediate consumption in the Palestinian Territory during the agricultural year 2006/2007 amounted to US$ 617.6 million. The value added of agriculture production in the Palestinian Territory during the agricultural year 2006/2007 amounted to US$ 496.5 million.

In the process of data collection, each locality was used as a statistical unit despite FAO’s recommendation of using agricultural holdings as statistical units. There are no locality records, henceforth; data are subjected to a margin of error affecting the level of its quality due to the data collection method. In addition, other reasons related to the production system and specific situation of the Palestinian agricultural sector affect the quality of the data.  The data on crop productivity and prices of agricultural commodities and agricultural production values were estimated through collaboration between the Ministry of Agriculture and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








