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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has a great potential of becoming the main contributor to the Palestinian GDP.  The tourism industry is however, crippled by a multiplicity of internal and external factors which are not leaving much room for this important economic activity to flourish.
PCBS has started collecting accommodation statistics since November 1995.  However, it was decided to expand this activity by conducting a new survey specialized to the supply side of tourism which covers the main establishments related to tourism activities, including hotels, restaurants, rent a car, tour & travel agencies, traditional handcrafts factories and souvenir shops.

The main objective of tourism activity survey 2007 is to provide statistical quantification on tourism supply side and tourism industry.  The survey has been conducted in a very critical situation in both West Bank and Gaza Strip.  There fore, the implemented of this survey in the conductions is a vital step towards establishing a comprehensive database on tourism sector. 

 PCBS is pleased to present this report on “Tourism Activities Survey 2007”, which covers the statistics of main supply side of tourism in the year, 2007.  PCBS is looking forward to expanding its activities to cover all branches of the tourism industry in Palestine.

This report presents statistics on the main indicators of the tourist establishments.  These indicators include; number of establishments, services and public facilities in these establishments, number of person engaged and their compensation, production and value added, number of establishments that receive assistance and value of direct losses in its assets, number of establishments that faced obstacles in production and development, and number of rented cars and periods of renting.

we hope that the tourism activities survey conducted by PCBS comprises another step towards a comprehensive statistical program that encompasses all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international recommendations in this field.

	   December, 2008
	Dr. Luay Shabaneh, 

	
	                                       President
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Executive Summary

PCBS carried out Tourism Activities Survey covered all establishments specialized in tourism in the Palestinian Territory in 2007, has shown the results of the survey include: 

Results indicated that the number of tourism establishments operating in 2007 in the Palestinian Territory was 1,276, and distributed as follows: 112 in Handicrafts and Traditional Goods factories, 536 in trade in Souvenir shops, 82 hotels and similar establishments, 290 restaurants, 218 travel tourism agencies, and 38 tourism rental cars.

Results showed that the number of workers in tourism establishments was 6,144 workers through 2007, of whom 1,783 workers were without compensation from employers and 4,361 were salaried and wage workers; the results showed there were 5,666 male and 478 female workers. Compensation paid to workers amounted to US$ 28.1 million during 2007

Results indicated that the value of production in various activities in 2007 amounted to US$ 268.1 million, and the value added in various activities in 2007 amounted to US$ 203.4 million.

Survey results showed that the number of enterprises that provide tourism services during the year of 2007 was as follows: 122 establishments that provide service coordination with tourist guides, 170 establishments that provide service coordination and booking accommodation, 201 establishments that provide service coordination and booking means of transportation, 79 establishments that provide service coordination and booking meeting halls, 315 enterprises that provide service coordination and delivery of meals, and 249 enterprises that provide telecommunications services.

Results indicated that the number of available rooms in hotels in the Palestinian Territories have reached 4,110 room with 8,848 beds in 2007.

Results showed that the number of tickets sold during 2007 amounted to 110,749 tickets, focused on sales to Arab countries with 63.6% of the total tickets sold

Results showed that the number of tourism trips executed in coordination with travel agencies and tour operators in 2007 was 17,797 trips.  The  percentage of participants according to the destination of the trips was 87.7% for domestic trips within the Palestinian Territories, 1.4% for trips to Israel, and 10.9% of the trips were to the rest of the world.
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