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Important Note

Some area indicators differ from table to another due to the method of calculating areas to the sources.

The data of cultivated area have not been collected according to the international recommendations about the statistical unit, so the users should deal carefully with these data.
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Preface

Land use statistics is considered one of the most important fields in official statistics.  There is a need for producing periodic and reliable data on the distribution of land by use.  The main objective of this type of data is to monitor the basic changes on land use and other natural resources over time.  This information contributes to the planning and development process, including legislation aiming at organizing the use of the land and other available natural resources.

PCBS has established a statistical program concerning land use.  The main objective of this program is to develop a reliable statistical database on the various subjects concerning land use. This database will provide the decision-makers with important instruments for planning and policy making that will serve the national benefits by efficient allocation of the limited natural resources in the most suitable way.

This report is one of a series of reports on land use.  It focuses on the most important statistical indicators of land use, which describe some activities such as agriculture and environment. 

PCBS hopes that this report will form a base for the development of land use studies in the Palestinian institutions, and will contribute to providing decision-makers with accurate and reliable land use statistics.

	December, 2008
	
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

                   President
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Executive Summary
In 2006 data indicate that 2,559.2 km2 of the Palestinian Territory Land is cultivated or arable land representing 42.5%, while the area of open land without, or with insignificant vegetation cover represent 29.3%, the area of pastures represent 12.5%, the area of Palestinian Built-up Land represent 6.6%, and the area of Built-up Land in Israeli Occupation Sites including Expansion and Annexation Wall represent 4.1%.

Data reveal that the area of cultivated land reach about 1,500.2 km2, of them 1,164.9 km2 cultivated with permanent crops and 335.3 km2 cultivated with temporary crops, in addition to the irrigated cultivated area reach to 176.6 km2, while the rain-fed cultivated area reach to 1,323.6 km2 during the year 2007.  In addition to data show that the cultivated land in the West Bank is mainly comprised of land cultivated with permanent crops, which represent 79.8% of the total cultivated land in the West Bank, of them 1.7% irrigated and 78.1%        rain-fed, while it represent 53.3% in Gaza Strip, of them 48.0% irrigated and 5.3% rain-fed.

Data show that the yield per km2 of the total irrigated cultivated land in the Palestinian Territory is about 4,713.5 Ton/ km2, and it was 171 Ton/km2 for rain-fed cultivated land.  In addition to the value of plant production in the Palestinian Territory is about 473.2 thousand US$/km2 of cultivated land, 317 thousand US$/km2 in the West Bank and about 2,212  thousand US$/km2 in Gaza Strip, while the value added of plant production in the Palestinian Territory is about 371.9 thousand US$/km2 of cultivated land, 231.6 thousand US$/km2 in the West Bank and about 1,933.1 thousand US$/km2 in Gaza Strip.

During 2007 data indicate that the population density in the Palestinian Territory is 626 capita/ km2, while it was 416  capita/ km2  in the West Bank and 3,881 capita/ km2 in Gaza Strip, while it was 316 capita/ km2  in Israel at end of 2007.

In 2007 data show that the area of forests and wooded land in the Palestinian Territory reach to 94.3 km2, of them 91.1 km2 in the West Bank and 3.2 km2 in Gaza Strip, the highest area covered by forests and wooded land found in Jenin and Tubas Governorates, 33.2 km2 and 22.0 km2 respectively, on the other hand the area of natural reserves in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 514.7 km2, of them 202.0 km2 in Jerusalem Governorate.
This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








