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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has the potential to be a main contributor to the GDP in Palestine.  However, the tourism industry is crippled by a multiplicity of problems especially the political situation, which must be overcome.

PCBS started publishing reports about hotel activities since the first  quarter of 1996.  PCBS is pleased to present the fourth issue of the fourteenth volume on “Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory” which covers statistics on the hotel industry for the fourth quarter of  2008.  

During this year, a survey was conducted related to hotels guests as a supplementary survey to deal with the demand side of tourism in the hotel and other type of accommodations, in addition of the following surveys: Tourism Activities for the years 2002 and 2007, implemented Domestic Tourism survey for the years 1998, 2005 and 2006, 2008 in addition to the survey of Outbound Tourism in 2004, 2008 a survey of Inbound Tourism 2005, to cover an important aspect of tourist demand, an additional step for the further implementation of surveys related tourism statistics such as One Day Visitor survey 2009 in the attractive tourism places, in order to build the database necessary to establish the tourism satellite accounts (TSA) in the Palestinian Territory.

This survey addresses the main indicators of the hotel industry.  These indicators include the number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of employed persons in hotels, number of guest nights in the reference     period, number of guests by nationality and rates of bed and room occupancy.

We hope that the Hotel Activity survey in the Palestinian Territory conducted by the PCBS comprises a step towards a comprehensive statistical program encompassing all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international standards.

	February, 2009
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D

	
	President
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Executive Summary
Results reveal that, there are 85 operating hotels in December 2008, offers 4,172 rooms with total available beds of 8,854.
· The total number of guests to the Palestinian hotels was 117,545 persons, of which 9.5% of them were Palestinian guests, and 45.2% were from the European Union countries.
· The average occupancy of rooms in the Palestinian hotels was 1,241.4 and the percentage occupancy of rooms was 29.8%.
 The number of workers in the hotels administration were 277 workers, and in hotels services 1,135 workers, of which 13.3% of them were females. 

· Most of those guests, 50.6% of the guests total, stayed in Jerusalem hotels, whereas the percentage reached up to 15.1% in the Middle of the West Bank hotels, it reached 32.4% in the South of the West Bank hotels.
· The total number of guest nights in the Palestinian hotels during the fourth quarter 2008 was 309,638 nights, of which 6.7% of these nights was occupied by Palestinian guests while 50.6% by the guests whom arrived from European Union countries.
· The average length of stay in the Palestinian hotels was 2.6 nights per guest during the fourth quarter 2008.










This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006












