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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has great potential for becoming the main contributor to the Palestinian GDP. Tourism activities are, however, crippled by a multiplicity of internal and external factors which are not enabling this important economic activity to flourish.

PCBS has collected data on tourism activities since November 1995.  However, due to reasons beyond our control, it was decided to limit these activities to the hotel activity.

PCBS is pleased to present the fourteenth annual bulletin on “Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory” which covers the statistics of hotel activity in the year 2008. PCBS is looking forward to expanding its activities to cover all branches of the tourism industry in the Palestinian Territory. 

This report addresses the main indicators of hotel activity. These indicators include the number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, rooms and public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of persons engaged in hotels, number of guest nights in the reference period, distribution of guests by nationality, and percent of beds occupancy and rooms occupancy.

It is hoped that the Hotels Survey conducted by PCBS comprises the first step towards a comprehensive statistical program that encompasses all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international recommendations in this field.

	April, 2009
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph D

	
	                                          President
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Executive Summary
Results revealed that the total number of hotels in the Palestinian Territory is 117 hotels, including the temporary closed hotels; there were 87 operating hotels in December 2008, with the average number of rooms at 4,346 rooms, and the average number of beds at 9,466 beds.
· During the year 2008, the total number of guests in the Palestinian Territory hotels reached 446,133, an increase of 40.8% compared with the year 1999. 
· Total number of nights was 1,127,286 during the year 2008, and increase of 25.9% compared with the year 1999.

· The number of workers in the hotels was 1,345, of which 1,164 are males and 181 are females. The number of workers declined by 1.3% during the year 2008 compared with the year 1999.
· Average occupancy of rooms was 1,560.7, an increase of 17.1% during the year 2008 compared with the year 1999. 

· The percentage of rooms occupancy was 35.9%, an increase of 7.2% during the year 2008 compared with the year 1999. 

· The average length of stay in the Palestinian hotels was 2.5 nights per guest during the year 2008.




This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








