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Remarks for users

Due to the Israeli siege imposed on the Gaza, the inbound visitors survey was conducted in the West Bank only.
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Preface
We are pleased to publish this specialized statistical report on the tourism sector, which is in line with our efforts toward creating and establishing the National Statistical System and providing the necessary statistical information to Palestinian planners, policy-makers and decision-makers in tourism.

World attention has increased concerning the need to provide statistical data within the household sector regarding tourism. Providing such data will assist policy making and legislation and reduce the pressure on tourism. As in the rest of the world, attention has greatly increased in Palestine to provide such data after many years of neglect regarding tourism, marked by the absence of standards and regulations during the period of the Israeli occupation. 

This report is one of a series of scheduled reports to be published by PCBS on tourism according to the sub-master plan for the Tourism Statistical Department, as one of the tools for describing the status of tourism in the Palestinian Territory. The aim of this report is to provide reliable data on the situation of tourism in the Palestinian Territory.
This report presents statistical data on expenditures by the tourist sites visitors. The main objective of the report is to provide basic statistics on various aspects of inbound tourism, including the conduct of Inbound Visitors, sites visited, length of stay, purpose of the visit, type of expenditure during the visit and other related indicators.
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Executive Summary
PCBS carried out a specialized survey for inbound visitors, using a sample of tourist site visitors in the West Bank.  The main results are:

· 17.3% of inbound visitors to the West Bank were from Israel, and 13.9% from Italy, while 11.9% were from the United States and Canada.

· The proportion of visitors to religious sites in Bethlehem and Jerusalem was 61.8%, while 19.6% visited the Tel el-Sultan in Jericho, 5.9% visited Hisham’s Palace in Jericho, and 10.7% of the visitors visited other sites, such as markets and local entertainment

· Most visited areas in the West Bank were the Jerusalem Governorate with 32.4%, followed by Bethlehem, and Jericho and the Jordan Valley with 27.6% and 19.3% respectively.

· The average visitor stay during the trip was 7.8 nights, of which 3.8 nights are spent within the Palestinian territories.

· Average expenditure during the entire trip by the visitor and entourage was US$1160.7, of which US$ 553.6 was spent inside the West Bank.

·  Results show that 56.6% of the main objective of the inbound visitors was coming for recreation, followed by religious purposes for 31.6%, and visiting relatives and friends for 4.8%.

· The percentage of visitor arrivals from the age group 44-25 years was 50.6%, followed by visitors from the category 45-64 years at 24.2%.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006
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