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Preface

PCBS has sought, since it was established, to build a system of Palestinian official statistics based on the needs of the society, and in line with the recommendations, including full membership in the international statistical community. PCBS has adopted the principle of progression within the Palestinian priorities of the current phase as basis for advancing towards completing the statistical system. PCBS has accomplished many statistical activities using primary sources including censuses, field surveys, as well as compiling statistics from secondary sources such as the administrative records, through cooperation with the public and private sectors’ institutions.

We are pleased to present Bethlehem Governorate Statistical Yearbook (1) to provide continuous time series that allows reviewing the general directions in the different areas through               a comprehensive statistical reference that covers most population, social, economic, and geographic areas. 

This yearbook is one of the most important and comprehensive official statistical references about Bethlehem governorate. It provides official statistics about the different areas of life in the governorate.

We hope that we have managed to bridge another information gap and have contributed to provide one of the key references of the official Palestinian statistics to serve the development process and the decision makers to make decisions and plans that are based on professional and scientific basis at the national and governorate level. 

	December 2009 

	                                                                        Ola Awad

Acting President




Note

Please note that the statistics presented in this book are derived from various primary and secondary sources which are not fully consistent in the reference time, concepts or methodology. Therefore, it is recommended to take this into consideration while using these statistics.

A set of special symbols were used in the tables of this book.  These symbols refer to: 

	(-)
	Nil

	
	

	(0)
	Less than half of the unit

	
	

	(.)
	Category not applicable 

	
	

	(..)
	Data not available 

	
	

	(:)
	Data not available for publishing 
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Executive Summary
PCBS presents this periodic statistical report about the reality of the Palestinian population in Bethlehem governorate as part of displaying facts about the Palestinian populations in the Palestinian governorates. These are the most prominent findings:

· The population in Bethlehem governorate totaled 183,804 by mid 2009 including 93,556 males and 90,248 females. The percentage of refugees living in Bethlehem governorate totaled 28.4% of the total population of the governorate end year 2007. 

· The number of registered marriage certificates at Share’a courts during 2008 in Bethlehem governorate totaled 494. The number of registered divorce cases at Share’a courts totaled 111.

· The registered live births in 2008 in Bethlehem governorate totaled 5,020. The registered deaths in the governorate for the same year totaled 516. 

· The participation rate of labor force (aged 15+) in 2008 in Bethlehem governorate was    47.1%. Findings showed that the percentage of the unemployed people among those participating labor force was 20.9%.

· The number of schools and kindergartens in Bethlehem governorate in 2007/2008 was 145 schools and 51 kindergartens.

· The number of hospitals in 2008 in Bethlehem governorate was 8 hospitals. number of hospital beds totaled 590 at 3.3 per 1000 people.

· The area of lands in Bethlehem governorate by 2007 was659  square kilometers.
· 10,521 dunums of field crops cultivated land at a production capacity of 1,412 tons. The area planted with trees totaled 44,784 dunums producing 10,192 tons and the area planted with vegetables totaled 2,651 dunums producing 7,365 tons in Agricultural year 2006/2007. 

· The number of occupied houses in Bethlehem governorate totaled 31,471 in 2007.

· The number of building licenses in Bethlehem governorate in 2008 totaled 314 for an area of  135,200 square meters.

· The number of localities in Bethlehem governorate in 2008 according to the main source of water networks is 45 localities. Electricity network was the main source for 42 localities, and 3 localities were without electricity.

· The number of licensed vehicles in 2007 in Bethlehem governorate was 8,824. 

· The number of hotels in 2008 in Bethlehem governorate totaled 21.

· The values of imports rose in Bethlehem governorate in 2007 compared to 2003–2006, reaching 150.1 million US$.

· Exports in Bethlehem governorate in 2007 rose, in comparison with 2003–2006, reaching 80.7  million US$.

· There was deficit in the trade balance of Bethlehem governorate in 2007 totaling 69.4 million US$. 
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This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006
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