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Preface
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has been committed to provide the statistical framework through which women issues can be studied and monitored to ensure sustainable development. These efforts complement the national efforts to empower both women and men to fully participate in the development process.

PCBS has since 1996, through its Gender Statistics Program, developed comprehensive database on aset of gender relevant indicators in Palestine, and disseminated series of annual reports to shed lights on the status of women, men, and children  to serve planners and decision makers.

This report aims to elaborate, through statistical descriptive framework, on the existing gaps on the status of women, men, and children. Such framework  furnishes all interested parties in the Palestinian society with the needed data to intervene to empower women better advocate gender issues through policies and initiatives. 

This report on the status of Gender gaps based on data from the Population, Housing, and Establishment Census 2007, and its importance stems from the fact that it represents an essential reference as well as important statistical document for policy making at the national level. In addition, the report facilitates  comparison of the status of women and children from international perspectives taking into consideration the international declaration on the rights of children, Beijing Declaration, and the indicators of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

This report discuss the gender gaps in the West Bank through focusing on the main gender indicators such as the distribution of population, Labour market, and the education indicators as well.

PCBS hopes that this document constitutes an effective tool in strengthening the availability of statistical indicators on women, men, and children as basis to raise awareness among policy makers and interested researchers.
	 February, 2010
	Ola Awad

	
	Acting President


Special Remarks
· The opinions stated in this study are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS).

· The researcher based her analysis on data provided by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), in addition to other sources. PCBS does not bear any responsibilities in case of any errors in the analysis of the data. 
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