Overview:

Agro-economic resources and production data concerning the level of agricultural crops and animal products play a pivotal role in the national economic development of the Palestinian Territory.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) strives to support and develop statistical data systems including an agricultural database given that it constitutes the most significant base for infrastructure required for the developmental process. 

In response to the above policy, the PCBS prepared this report based on information and statistical data about the agricultural sector; compiled from the administrative records of some ministries, other PNA institutions, and the PCBS field surveys.

Reference period of data in this report were concurred with Israeli aggression on Palestinian governorates and Palestinian people, which leads to a huge losses, that appeared in the most agricultural, industrial and other sectors. 

Objectives

The main objectives of this tables are to provide some basic data that are required for putting forward essential plans and policies for promoting and developing the various activities and factors of production, as well as initiating an agricultural data base that supports the developmental process in the agricultural sector, another main objective for this data is to provide data a bout agricultural water wells, quantity of pumped water, fishermen and their boats, slaughterhouses and hatcheries, prepared eggs for hatching and produced chicks, workers in agricultural sector and their wages, some economic indicators as consumer and producer prices, agricultural establishments cooperatives, ly agricultural engineers, veterinaries, vaccines, agricultural and extension units, stations and agents, finally nurseries.

Concepts and Definitions
	Water well:
	A hole that extends from the ground surface down to one or more water-carrying layers (Aquifers).

	
	

	Consumed water: 
	An amount of water drawn from groundwater or a source of surface water for agricultural usage such as irrigation, animal farms and other type of usage.

	
	

	Agricultural Employee: 


	Anyone who worked in an agricultural activity for at least one hour during the reference week, or who did not work during the reference week, but held a job or owned a business from which they were temporary absent (because of illness, vacation, temporary stoppage, or any other reason).  Employees are classified according to employment status as follows.

	
	

	 Employer:
	A person who operates his or her own enterprise and hires one or more paid employees. 

	
	

	Own-account Worker (Self-Employed):      
	A person who operates his or her own enterprise and hires no employees.

	
	

	Employee:
	A person who works for a public or private employer for remuneration in wage, salary, commission, tips, piece-rates or pay in kind. 

	
	

	Unpaid Family Member:
	A person who works without payment in an enterprise operated by a relation living in the same household.

	
	

	Labor Force: 
	The economically active population (Labor Force) who is either employed or unemployed as defined above at the time of the survey. 

	
	

	Daily wage per employee:
	Total net wages paid to all employees divided by total workdays. Wages received in different currencies are converted into New Israeli Shekels at the exchange rate during the month of the survey.

	
	

	Consumer Price Index

(CPI):
	Is a statistical tool used for measuring changes ((actual price\base price)*100%) in prices of purchased goods and services during different temporal intervals.  

	
	

	Producer’s Price:
	The producer’s price, as defined in SNA93, is the amount paid by the purchaser to the producer for a product or a service produced as an output minus VAT, or a similar deductible tax, invoiced to the purchaser.  The producer prices exclude any transport charges invoiced separately by the producer.

	
	

	Compensation of employees:
	Wages, salaries and other allowances and remuneration in cash or in kind.  

	
	

	Operating surplus:
	Value added- (compensation of employees + taxes on production minus subsidies + depreciation). 

	
	

	Establishment:


	An enterprise or part of an enterprise in which one group of goods and services is produced (with the possibility of having secondary activities).  Agricultural establishments in this report are establishments which produce agricultural products as fish, or they practice agricultural activities as livestock and poultry, and establishments that are related to agricultural sector as production and preservation of meat establishments, manufacture of dairy products establishments and manufacture of prepared animal feed establishments.

	
	

	Nursery:
	Areas utilized for transplants production. Either for vegetables, cut-flowers, fruit trees or else. 

	
	

	Vaccine:
	Suspensions of killed or attenuated microorganisms (bacteria, viruses, fungi, protozoa, or rickettsiae), antigenic proteins derived from them, or synthetic constructs, administered for the prevention, amelioration, or treatment of infectious and other diseases.

	
	

	North West Bank:
	This region includes Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus and Qalqiliya Governorates, and Tubas and Salfit Districts. 

	
	

	Middle West Bank:
	This region includes Ramallah & Al-Bireh, Jericho and Jerusalem Governorates. 

	
	

	South West Bank:
	This region includes Bethlehem and Hebron  Governorates. 

	
	

	North Gaza Strip:
	This region includes North Gaza and Gaza Governorates.

	
	

	Middle Gaza Strip:
	This region includes Deir Al- Balah  Governorate.

	
	

	South Gaza Strip:
	This region includes Khan Yunis and Rafah  Governorates.

	
	

	Symbols Used in Tables:
	(-): Nill.

(..):  Data not available.




Methodology

 

Source of Data:

Data Collection for this report relied on surveys that were done by PCBS and other administrative records for some establishments as following:

 

1.   Field surveys conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics: 

· Labor Force Surveys for 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007: These surveys provided data on agricultural employment and the average daily wage for workers in agriculture, forest, hunting and fishing.

· Monthly Consumer Price Index Survey 2007: Monthly Consumer Price Index for main Agricultural plant and animal products for 2007 was prepared and processed.

· Producer Prices Survey 2007:  Agricultural producer price list for the main plant and animal agricultural products for 2007 was prepared and processed. 

· Establishments Census 2007: This census provided data about agricultural establishments that are operating in private sector, 2007

 

2.     Palestinian Water Authority:  Provided data on the wells and water quantities used in agriculture for 2007.

 

3.   Ministry of Agriculture: Provided data on fisheries, fishermen and fishing boats, nurseries data, vaccines, and number of agricultural units, guidance, stations and agricultural guide for 2007.

 
4.   Municipalities (slaughterhouses): Provided data on slaughterhouses and the number of slaughtered birds and animals for 2007.

 
5.   Hatcheries:  They provided data on eggs prepared for hatching and produced chicks for 2007.

 

6.   Ministry of Labor: Provided data on the agricultural cooperatives societies for 2007.

7. Agricultural Engineers Association: Provided the number of agricultural engineers and their various fields of specialization in West Bank for 2007.

8. Veterinaries Association: Provided the number of veterinaries and their various fields of specialization for 2007.

 

Methodology of Data Collection from Field Surveys:

· Data were collected by forms, that were prepared for this purpose.

· The adopted source of data could give more detailed information about the methodology of each survey.  Some surveys raw data were processed and edited before published.
· Financial data was collected by NIS, but it was converted and published in US $, by using average exchange rate for the year 2007, every US $ 1= 4.1139 NIS.
Special Notes

 
Data of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics Surveys 
· No. of wells used for agriculture and annual pumped quantities is estimated data.

· Average Daily Wage (US $) for Paid Employees does not include those who works in Israel or in the Israeli settlements.

· Establishments that are operating in collection, purification and distribution of water include wells and springs that could be used for non-agricultural purposes.

 
Data of Ministries and National Institutions
· Regarding slaughtered animals and poultry, it is worth mentioning that these data represent the number of poultry and animals slaughtered in slaughterhouses only and do not reflect the number of animals slaughtered in commercial outlets, houses or any other places.  Moreover, there were some closed or not operating slaughterhouses for the year 2007, so slaughterhouses data represent data that could be collected. Slaughterhouses data were collected through a monthly questionnaire, which makes it of acceptable quality.

· The number of cooperative societies were provided by Ministry of Labor, where the new cooperatives were registered and the un-operational (closed)  cooperatives were removed, therefore the number of cooperatives and their activity indicators are considered of high quality.  

· The data provided by the Agricultural Engineers Association include the registered engineers only. Data of the number of agricultural engineers represents West Bank only for 2007, whereas no data was available from the source to represent the number of agricultural engineers in the Gaza Strip for the year of 2007.

· The data provided by the Veterinaries Association include the registered veterinaries only. Data of the number of Veterinaries represents West Bank only for 2007, whereas no data was available from the source to represent the number of Veterinaries in the Gaza Strip for the year of 2007.

· The Export and Import data do not contain the decimals fractions, must be deal with caution when calculating the net trade balance.

· The number and Area of Nurseries were provided by Ministry of Agriculture includes Nurseries Licensed by Ministry of Agriculture only
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