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Preface

The establishment of a comprehensive and detailed statistical database for any economic activity is a prerequisite for planning and policy making.  This applies to the tourism activities that are looked upon of greater  interest  in modern economies of the world.

PCBS is pleased to present the findings of the Tourism Activities Survey in the Palestinian Territory for 2009. The report includes main results, statistical tables as well as definition and concepts relevant to the subject of the survey.

The survey of Tourism Activities in its various topics constitutes the basic pillar for the compilation of Tourism Satellite Accounts for Palestine, and fulfills the various needs and expectations of users in both private and public sectors.

PCBS hopes that this report will provide national governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, and research institutions in the Palestinian Territory with statistical data needed for planning and developing the tourism sector in Palestine.

	December, 2010
	Ola Awad
Acting President
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Executive Summary
PCBS is pleased to release the main findings of the Tourism Activities Survey for the year 2009.  The release covers the main tourism economic activities practiced in the Palestinian Territory, including: handicrafts and traditional goods factories, souvenir shops, hotels, restaurants, travel and tourism agencies, as well as tour guides offices.  

During the year 2009, the number of enterprises in tourism economic activities in the Palestinian Territory was 5,258 enterprises distributed as follows:

Handicrafts and traditional goods factories 199; 
souvenir shops 2,110; hotels and similar establishments and restaurants 2,718;  travel and tourism agencies 227 and 4 tour guide offices.   

In the year 2009, the number of employed persons in tourism economic activities was 15,576 workers, distributed as follows:

Handicrafts and traditional goods factories 637 persons; souvenir shops 4,495 persons; hotels and similar establishments and restaurants 9,773 persons; travel and tourism agencies 660 persons, tour guide offices 11 persons.   

On the other hand, the main findings of the survey show that the value of the output was   US$ 249.4 million, distributed as follows:

US$ 7.7 million in handicrafts and traditional goods factories; US$ 77.4 million in trade of souvenir shops; US$ 139.4 million in restaurants, hotels and similar establishments; US$ 24.7 million in travel and tourism agencies, and US$ 0.2 million in tour guide offices.   

Regarding other tourism economic indicators, the results of the surveys indicate that the gross value added amounted to US$ 176.4 million, distributed as follows:

US$ 4.4 million in handicrafts and traditional goods factories; US$ 67.3 million in trade in souvenir shops; US$ 83.1 million in restaurants, hotels and similar establishments; US$ 21.4 million in travel and tourism agencies, and US$ 0.2 million in tour guide offices.   

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006









