
[image: image1.png]



Palestinian National Authority
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory

(First Quarter, 2011)

May, 2011 
PAGE NUMBERS OF ENGLISH TEXT ARE PRINTED IN SQUARE BRACKETS.

TABLES ARE PRINTED IN THE ARABIC ORDER (FROM RIGHT TO LEFT)


©May, 2011
All rights reserved. 

Suggested Citation: 

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory, 

(First Quarter, 2011). Ramallah - Palestine.

All correspondence should be directed to:
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

P.O.Box 1647, Ramallah, Palestine.
Tel: (+972/970) 2  2982700
Fax: (+972/970) 2 2982710
Toll free: 1800300300
E-Mail :diwan@pcbs.gov.ps
Web-Site:  http://www.pcbs.gov.ps

Acknowledgments

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) extends its deep appreciations to all owners and managers of the hotels in the Palestinian Territory who contributed to the success of collecting the survey data and to all workers in the survey for being well dedicated in performing their duties.

The survey of Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory: First Quarter 2011 has been planned and conducted by a technical team from PCBS and with joint funding by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and the Core Funding Group (CFG) for the year 2011 represented by the Representative Office of Norway to PNA and the Swiss Development and Cooperation Agency (SDC).

Moreover, PCBS very much appreciates the distinctive efforts of the Core Funding Group (CFG) for their valuable contribution to funding the project.

Project Team
· Report Preparation


Bihan Bader
· Dissemination Standards
Hanan Janajreh

· Preliminary Review
Fathi  Farasin

Mahmoud Abdal-rahman
Jawad Al-Saleh
Mahmoud Al Qayya
· Final Review 
Mahmoud Jaradat
· Overall Supervision

      Ola Awad                         
PCBS President

Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has great potential and is expected to occupy a large share of the Palestinian GDP once the tourist resources are well exploited. Tourism activities are, however, crippled by a multiplicity of internal and external factors which are not enabling this important economic activity to flourish.

PCBS has implemented several surveys to cover the supply and demand sides of tourism, including the Hotel Activity survey in the Palestinian Territory, a continuous and permanent survey since 1996, and household surveys on domestic and outbound tourism. In addition, statistical reports are prepared about tourism activities of enterprises working in the tourism sector based on data provided by Economic Surveys Series in PCBS, covering main establishments related to tourism activities, including hotels, restaurants, tour and travel agencies, traditional handcrafts factories and souvenir shops. PCBS also takes advantage of the available data related to visitors based on data derived from administrative records of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and the police of Tourism and Antiquities, to cover an important aspect of tourism demand.  These statistics are important to build the necessary database to establish the Tourism Satellite Accounts (TSA) in the Palestinian Territory.

This report addresses the main indicators of the hotel industry. These indicators include number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of employed persons in hotels, number of guest nights in the reference     period, number of guests by nationality and rates of bed and room occupancy.

PCBS is pleased to present the first quarter 2011 on “Hotel Activities in the Palestinian Territory” as an important statistical reference on hotel activity. PCBS hopes that this bulletin will pave the way for developing a comprehensive tourist program to meet international standards and users needs.    
	May, 2011
	Ola Awad

	
	PCBS President 
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Executive Summary
The main findings of the Hotel Activities Survey during the first quarter of 2011 are as follows:
· There were 97 operating hotels in March 2011, offering 5,159 rooms with 10,818 total available beds.
· During the first quarter 2011, the percentage of rooms occupancy was 30.3%; marking a decrease by 26.6% compared with the fourth quarter of 2010.  However, room occupancy decreased by 2.3% compared with the same quarter of 2010.

· The average number of workers in the hotels was 2,114 of whom 307 were females.

· During the first quarter 2011, the total number of guests to hotels in the Palestinian Territory reached 132,112.  The number of guests shows an increase of 6.4% compared with the same quarter of the year 2010.

· The total number of guest nights was 290,842.  The number reflects an increase by 1.7% during the first quarter 2010 compared with the previous quarter, and it decreased by 21.6% compared with the fourth quarter of  2010. 
· Most of the guests nights were in south of the West Bank hotels, representing 45.3% of the total nights, whereas 14.1% of the nights were in the middle of the West Bank hotels and 38.5% were in Jerusalem hotels.
· The average length of stay in Palestinian hotels was 2.2 nights per guest during the first quarter 2010.










This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006












