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Preface

Construction is considered as one of the important economic activities in the Palestinian economy.  It contributes substantially to the Gross Domestic Product, recruits a large share of employees, and directly influences several other economic activities.  Building construction, in particular, represents one of the major construction activities.

It has been necessary for PCBS  to establish a statistical database that covers several aspects of construction activities in order to accommodate the different needs of users.  The annual economic surveys series conducted by PCBS as of 1994 includes a survey for construction contractors.  PCBS has also conducted the Annual Existing Buildings Survey starting from the reference year 1996.

PCBS is pleased to present this report of Building Licenses Statistics, which provides statistical data on the size and characteristics of licensed buildings in the Palestinian Territory for the First quarter 2011. 

Statistical data is currently collected through filling the designated form from the administrative records of the different official licenses issuing authorities. This has been initiated on a quarterly basis since the first quarter of 1996.  

PCBS strives to further develop the building licenses statistics to serve the different segments of users.  PCBS hopes that sources of such data shall be developed in a manner that would reduce the cost and time needed for preparing these statistics.
May, 2011
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                                                                                          President of PCBS
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Summary
This report covers data of the Palestinian Territory for the first quarter 2011.

The main findings of this quarter are as follows:

1. Number of licenses:

   The number of building licenses issued in the First quarter 2011 totaled 2,092 distributed as follows:

 1,177 licenses for new buildings.

 282 licenses for new additions to licensed existing buildings.

 71 licenses for new additions and existing parts. 

 522 licenses for existing buildings.

 40 licenses for existing extensions.

2. Licensed areas:

The total area of licensed buildings (residential & non residential) amounted to 915.5 thousand m2 distributed as follows:

 The areas of new buildings amounted to 698 thousand m2 of which 538.7 thousand m2 are residential and 159.3 thousand m2 are non-residential.

 The areas of existing buildings amounted to 217.5 thousand m2 of which 202.8 thousand m2 are residential and 14.7 thousand m2 are non-residential.

3. Licensed boundary walls:

   53 licenses were issued for walls with total length of 5.2 thousand meters.

4. Number and area of licensed dwellings:
The total number of licensed dwellings amounted to 3,828 with a total area of 693 thousand m2, distributed as follows: 

 New dwellings: 2,746 units with a total area of 499.7 thousand m2.

 Existing dwellings 1,082 units with a total area of 193.3 thousand m2.

There was an increase by 34.6% in the total number of issued buildings licenses for the first quarter of 2011 compared with the fourth quarter of 2010. In addition, there was an increase  by 35.5% in the total number of issued buildings licenses for the first quarter of 2011 compared with the first quarter of 2010.

The number of new dwellings in the first quarter 2011 increased by 77.5% compared with the same quarter of 2010.  There was also an increase  by 24.3% in the number of new dwellings in the first quarter of 2011 in comparison with the fourth quarter of 2010.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine’s Official Statistics 2006
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