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Preface

Construction is a vital activity in the Palestinian Economy, not only for its substantial contribution in the Palestinian Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and in employment, but also for its strong interrelations with other economic activities. The construction of buildings, in particular, comprises a significant part of construction activities as a whole.

In an attempt to provide statistical data on the different aspects of this activity, PCBS has initiated the Construction-Contractors Survey within the economic survey series since 1994. PCBS has also started producing statistics on building licenses since the first quarter of 1996.

PCBS is pleased to issue the fourteenth report on Existing Buildings, 2010. This survey aimed basically at measuring  the output of producers engaged in construction activities; those not covered in the Construction-Contractors Survey. The reference here is to self-employed skilled and unskilled workers (informal sector) who significantly contribute to the building construction activity. This significant contribution brought up the urgent need for a survey to provide more complete data on producers in construction activities. This survey provided data on the cost of construction of existing buildings according to different characteristics in the Palestinian Territory.

The findings of this survey will be used in compiling the national accounts 2010 for construction activities. We also hope that this data is of benefit to researchers and other interested parties from both public and private sectors.

	June, 2011
	                                  Ola Awad

	
	                                       PCBS President


Table of Contents

	Subject
	
	Page

	
	
	

	
	List of Tables 
	

	
	
	

	
	List of Figures
	

	
	
	

	
	Summary 
	

	
	
	

	Chapter One
	Introduction
	[17]

	
	Objectives
	[17]

	Chapter Two
	Concepts and Definitions 
	[19]

	Chapter Three
	Main Findings
	[23]

	Chapter Four
	Methodology
	[25]

	
	      4.1 The questionnaire
	[25]

	
	      4.2 The sampling frame and the sample
	[25]

	Chapter Five
	Data Quality
	[27]

	
	5.1  Accuracy of the Data
	[27]

	
	5.2  Comparability
	[28]

	
	5.3  Data Quality Control 
	[28]

	
	5.4 Technical Notes
	[29]

	
	
	

	
	Tables
	37

	
	
	


List of Tables 

	Table
	
	Page

	
	
	

	Table 1:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by region and building type, 2010
	39

	
	
	

	Table 2:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by region and building status, 2010
	40

	
	
	

	Table 3:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by region and building ownership, 2010
	41

	
	
	

	Table 4:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by region and building current   utilization, 2010
	42

	
	
	

	Table 5:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by region and construction material of external walls, 2010
	43

	
	
	

	Table 6:
	Value of current maintenance on buildings in the Palestinian Territory by region, 2010
	44

	
	
	

	Table 7:
	Value of expenditures on capital additions, repairs and improvements on buildings in the Palestinian Territory by region, 2010
	45

	
	
	

	Table 8:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by expenditure items and region, 2010
	46

	
	
	

	Table 9:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by construction activity and building   type, 2010
	47

	
	
	

	Table 10:
	Value of expenditures on new construction of buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory by activity stage and building type, 2010
	48

	
	
	

	Table 11:
	Value of construction material purchased by owner on new and addition construction in the Palestinian Territory by material items and region, 2010
	49


List of Figures

	Figure
	
	page

	
	
	

	Figure 1:
	Value of Expenditures on New Buildings and Additions on Buildings in the Palestinian Territory by Expenditure Type, 2010
	[24]

	
	
	

	Figure 2:
	Value of Expenditures on New  Buildings and Additions on Buildings in the West Bank by Expenditure Type, 2009-2010
	[24]


Summary 

This report covers 2010 data which was collected at the beginning of the year 2011(Doesn’t include governmental buildings); and the respondents in this survey are the owners of the buildings. The existing building survey main results were as follows: 

The results of the survey indicated that the value of constructing new buildings and additions in the Palestinian Territory in 2010 was US$ 657 million, distributed by construction activity type (New construction: US$ 299 million. Addition of vertical or horizontal construction: US$ 358 million). While the value distributed according to activity stage was as follows: unfinished construction: US$ 374.2 million and finished construction :US$ 282.9 million; the cost of current maintenance on existing buildings was US$ 136.7 million for 2010, US$ 108.9 for the West Bank and US$ 27.8 million for Gaza Strip; while the capital repair and improvements cost for existing buildings totaled US$ 364.3 million in 2010, US$  290.7 million for the West Bank and US$  73.6 million for Gaza Strip. 

The results also indicated that the value of constructing new buildings and additions in the West Bank increased by 23.2% compared with 2009. The cost of current maintenance on existing buildings increased by 17.7% compared with 2009, the cost value of capital additions repairs and improvements on buildings increased by 43.6% for the year 2010 compared with 2009.

While 2010 data could not be compared with the previous year for Gaza Strip due to the lack of data on Gaza Strip in 2009. 
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