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Chapter Three

Educational Status

 (
States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular
:
A- Make elementary education compulsory and available free to all; 
B-Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need.    
                                                       
(Convention on the Rights of the Child
, Article 28-1)
)


The educational sector is one of the most important sectors in the society, which is given  special attention by governments since it represents real investment in the future of nations. Educational indicators are used to measure the government and society’s performance in providing a suitable environment for children and youths’ right to education.

Such concern has had an unequivocal impact in bridging the educational gap between male and female students in basic and secondary education stages since both have recorded approximate comprehensive enrollment of basic school (from first grade to tenth grade). Compulsory education has been expanded from nine years to ten years and the new Palestinian curriculum reform plans were gradually introduced for implementation during the scholastic years 2000-2006. There has also been widening of educational facilities, which have reached areas where they were never before available. Despite the achievements in children’s education, we cannot underestimate the future challenges of the educational process. 

Educating children occupied a high priority in many national, regional, and international conferences such as Jumetian Conference on Societal Education in 1990, Dakar Conference on Evaluating Education for All in 2000, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989, which is the most comprehensive convention in the world on human rights. Moreover, human rights conventions have all emphasized providing quality education to children and gave such matters high priority.

Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulate that “State Parties shall make primary education compulsory and available free to all’ and that “education of the child shall be directed to the development of the child’s personality, talents, and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.” Therefore, school attainment and receiving good quality education are main factors to achieving such goal. Moreover, four more Articles in the Convention on the Rights of the Child reinforce the comprehensive legal principles of the child’s education including: Article 2, which stipulates that “State Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind;” Article 3, which states, “The best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration;” Article 6 states, “That every child has the inherent right to life…survival and development;” and Article 12, which stipulates, “The child who is capable of forming his or her own views (has) the right to express those views freely.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  UNICEF, Education for All, 1999.] 



3.1 Students
At the outset of the scholastic year 2010/2011, the number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary stage was 1,116,991 students. Female students constitute around 50.4%.  Female percentage varies from one stage to another: in the basic education stage, females constitute 49.7%, compared to 54.8% in the secondary education stage.

In the scholastic year 2010/2011, 13.4% of all students were enrolled in the secondary education stage, and 86.6% were enrolled in the basic stage; 59.6% of all students were enrolled in the basic education stage in the West Bank and 40.4% in Gaza Strip. As for students enrolled in the secondary education stage, this percentage was 60.2% in the West Bank and 39.8% in Gaza Strip.

68.6% of total students were enrolled in governmental schools; 23.4% were enrolled in UNRWA schools, and 8.0% in private schools. The relatively large number of refugee students in Gaza Strip made the educational role of UNRWA in Gaza Strip larger than its role in the West Bank.[footnoteRef:2]  [2: 53.2% of basic education stage children in Gaza Strip were enrolled in UNRWA schools while 9.3% in  basic education stage students in the West Bank were enrolled in UNRWA schools during the scholastic year 2010/2011.] 


There had been a steady increase in the numbers of school students between 1994/1995 and 2010/2011, whereas the percentage of increases in the basic and secondary education stage was 80.8%; 91.7% in Gaza Strip and 74.1% in the West Bank. 


3.2 Pre-School Enrollment )Enrollment in Kindergarten) in the West Bank

Kindergartens are run by the private sector with the exception of two kindergartens, which are operated by the Ministry of Education. However, according to effective rules and regulations, kindergartens must be licensed by the Ministry of Education.

The increase and decrease of number of kindergarten in the Palestinian Territory is affected by the political situation.  The number of kindergarten in the West Bank was 782 in scholastic year 2010/2011; 780 private and 2 are governmental.

The number of kindergarten students in the West Bank was 60,134 students in scholastic year 2010/2011; 48.4% males and 51.6% females.

According to the supervising authority, 60,013 students supervised by private kindergartens, and 121 supervised by governmental kindergartens.
The classroom density was 23.1 child per classroom in scholastic year 2010/2011.


3.3 Basic School Enrollment
Students at the basic stage had increased from 572,529 in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 967,300 in the scholastic year 2010/2011, marking an increase rate of 68.9%. Females and males constituted 49.7% and 50.3% respectively. 

Female enrollment ratio in the basic education stage in the scholastic year 2010/2011 was 98.9 female students per 100 male students among basic school stage; there were 98.9 female students per 100 male students in the West Bank and 98.9 per 100 male students in Gaza Strip. 

 
3.4 Secondary School Enrollment
Students at secondary education stage had increased from 45,339 in 1994/1995 to 149,691students during the scholastic years 2010/2011, reflecting an increase of 230.1%. Female students constituted 54.8% of the total number students in the secondary stage in the scholastic year 2010/2011, compared to 45.5% in 1995/1996.

Academic education is still more attractive than vocational education. The number of students enrolled in vocational high school reached 9,621 in the scholastic year 2010/2011 representing 6.4% of the total number of secondary school students. Female students constituted only 35.7% of vocational high school students. On the other hand, they constituted 56.2% of academic secondary school students. 

3.5 Repetition
The percentage of repetition at basic stage in the scholastic year 2009/2010 stood at 1.8% for males and 1.6% for females compared to 1.2% and 1.0% at secondary stage for males and females respectively. Indicators revealed that there was no significant difference between Gaza Strip and the West Bank for the two stages, (1.5% for the West Bank and 1.9% for Gaza Strip in the basic stage and 0.9% for the West Bank and 1.4% for Gaza Strip in the secondary stage).

The percentages of repetition among male and female students at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory dropped significantly during the scholastic years 1994/1995-2009/2010.  For instance, female students who failed during basic stage dropped from 4.4% in 1994/1995 to 1.6% in 2009/2010. At secondary stage, female students who failed dropped from 1.3% in 1994/1995 to 1.0% in 2009/2010.   

Caution should be exercised when examining the decrease in the percentages of repetition at school since the educational system has certain limitations to failing, such as students are allowed to repeat class twice and repetition starts at grade four. Also, repetition has been limited to 5% per class. 








Figure (3-1) :Repetition rate in the basic stage by region and selected scholastic years
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2012. Education Survey Database. Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.




Figure (3-2): Repetition rate in the secondary stage by region and selected  scholastic years 

    Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2012. Education Survey Database. Ministry of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.


3.6 Drop-Outs Rate 

The drop-outs rate at the basic schooling stage in the schooling  year of 2009/2010 in the Palestinian territory was 1.0% for male students and 0.7% for female students. At the secondary stage, the rates were 1.9% for males and 2.1% for females.

The drop-outs rate among females at the secondary schooling stage of  2009/2010 was 2.1%, distributed as 2.5% in West Bank and 1.5% in Gaza Strip, while the rate at the basic stage was 0.7%,  distributed as 0.4% in the West Bank and 1.1% in Gaza Strip. 

The drop-out rate among males at the secondary stage in 2009/2010 was 1.9%, distributed as 2.3% in the West Bank and 1.3% in Gaza Strip, while the rate at the basic stage was 1.0%,  distributed as 0.9% in the West Bank and 1.2% in Gaza Strip. 

Figure (3-3): Drop-out rates in the basic stage by region and selected scholastic years 
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2012. Education Survey Database. Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.



















Figure (3-4): Drop-out rates in the secondary stage by region selected scholastic years 
 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2012. Education Survey Database. Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.


3.7 Schools
The number of schools was 2,652 in 2010/2011: 1,747 basic stage and 905 secondary schools. 74.5% of schools are in the West Bank and 25.5% are in Gaza Strip. 

Governmental schools constituted 74.4% of schools in 2010/2011, compared to 12.6% as UNRWA-run schools , and 13.0% as private schools .

The number of schools have increased since the PNA took control over education in 1994. There has been an emphasis on increasing school capacity to accommodate more students. The number of basic schools in 2010/2011 was 1,747, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 1,098. The number of secondary schools in 2010/2011 was 905, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 372.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Includes schools that have both basic education and secondary school education as well as secondary schools. ] 


3.8 School Facilities and Educational Technologies
The percentage of schools where there was  a special room  that was devoted to laboratory science  increased from  39.6% in 1994/1995 to 61.8% in 2010/2011. While this  percentage  increased at government schools from 40.0% in year 1994/1995 to 66.1% in 2010/2011, but at  UNRWA schools, this percentage increased  from 31.3% to 48.2% during the same period  and in private schools, it increased from 47.6% to 50.6% during same period as well.

As for school  libraries, the percentage of schools,  where there was a special room that  was dedicated to school  library, increased  from 24.4% in 1994/1995 to 68.7% in the year of 2010/2011whereas  it increased from 28.0% in the year of 1995/1996 to 72.4% in 2010/2011 at  government schools and  from 26.6% to 61.0% for the same period at UNRWA schools and  from 38.4% to 54.7% at private schools for the same period as well.

For computer labs, percentages of schools  where there is a room devoted to computer  labs increased from 3.5% in 1994/1995 to 68.9% in 2010/2011, whereas it increased  from 3.0% in 1994/1995 to 68.7% in 2010/2011 at government schools  while  in UNRWA schools, there was no computer laboratories in the year  of 1994/1995, but in the year of 2010/2011, there was computer labs at UNRWA schools  by 74.4%, while it increased  at private schools from 13.6% in  1994/1995 to 68.4% in 2010/2011.

3.9 Crowdedness Rate
Classroom density (number of students per classroom) is a good indicator of having the right educational environment. The average number of students per classroom in the scholastic year 2010/2011 was 31.2 at basic stage and 28.0 at secondary stage.


 Figure(3-5): Students per class by stage and selected  scholastic years
	


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2012.  Education Survey Database. Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.

Comparing classroom density according to region, it is noticed that classroom density in basic schooling  schools is higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank (36.0 students per classroom in Gaza Strip and 28.6 students per classroom in the West Bank in 2010/2011). At the secondary schooling stage, class density was 36.4 in Gaza Strip and 24.3 in the West Bank in 2010/2011. 

The case worsens at UNRWA schools where classroom density in the basic schooling stage was 36.0 compared with 30.8 students at governmental schools. However, the figure for private schools was 23.7 students per classroom in 2010/2011 (UNRWA does not provide secondary stage education). 

3.10 Teachers
The number of teachers in schools reached 50,468 in the scholastic year 2010/2011 (21,156 male teachers and 29,312 female teachers). 

71.1% of teachers teach at governmental schools, 18.1% teach at UNRWA schools, 10.8% teach at private schools.

The number of students per teacher at governmental schools was 21.4 in 2010/2011; in UNRWA schools, the figure was 28.7, while in private schools it was 16.3.
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