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Introduction

Construction is one of the major economic activities in the Palestinian economy.  It contributes substantially to the Gross Domestic Product, comprises a large share of employees, and directly influences several other economic activities. Building construction in particular represents one of the major construction activities.

It has been necessary for PCBS to establish a statistical database that covers several aspects of construction activities in order to accommodate the different needs of users. The annual economic surveys series conducted by PCBS since 1994 includes a survey of construction contractors.  PCBS has also conducted an annual Existing Buildings Survey starting from the reference year 1996.

This report is divided into three chapters: chapter one presents the main findings of the project, while chapter two discusses the quality and methodology of the fieldwork in terms of the questionnaire, fieldwork operations, coverage, data processing and tabulation. Finally, chapter three explains the main concepts and definitions used in the report with brief descriptions.

PCBS is pleased to present this report on Building License Statistics, which provides statistical data on the size and characteristics of licensed buildings in the Palestinian Territory for the first quarter of 2012. 
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