PCBS: Transport Survey/Outside Establishments Sector 2011

Introduction

PCBS has implemented a survey by collecting data on relevant variables to the outside establishments transport sector; Data on the outside establishments transport sector is needed for the compilation of Palestinian National Accounts and is demanded by policy makers, researchers and institutions.

The objectives of this survey are to providing the Number of transport vehicles and Employed Persons by economic activity, value of output, intermediate consumption and fixed assets and other selected variables

The report is divided into three chapters, chapter one presents the most main findings of the survey, and chapter two discusses the quality & methodology of the fieldwork in terms of questionnaire, sample design, fieldwork operations, and coverage. In addition to that, it discusses data processing and tabulation. Finally, chapter three explains the main concepts and definitions used in the report with a brief description.
PCBS is pleased to issue the sixteenth volume of the Transport Survey-Outside Establishment Sector 2011, we hope that this report will provide national governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, and research institutions in the Palestinian territory with the necessary statistical figures required for planning and development in the Palestinian territory.

June, 2012

   
                                                                         Ola Awad  
                                                                                                                    President of PCBS
Chapter One
Main Findings

The main findings of the Transport Survey-Outside Establishments Sector for 2011 in the Palestinian territory include data related to the number of operating vehicles, persons engaged, compensation of employees, output, intermediate consumption, value added, and other indicators as follows:

1.1 Number of Vehicles
  The total number of operating vehicles during 2011 in the Palestinian territory was 10,195 vehicles: 8,697 vehicles in West Bank, 1,498 vehicles in Gaza Strip.  The percentage distribution of operating vehicles showed that the majorities were public vehicles (89.3%); while private vehicles were (7.5%) and freight transport by road were (3.2%). 

Percentage Distribution of Vehicles in Transport- Outside Establishments Sector in the Palestinian Territory by Type of  Transport, 2011
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1.2 Number of Employed Persons
The number of employed persons in transport in the outside establishments sector was 10,821 persons of whom 9,210 employed persons in West Bank against 1,611 employed persons in Gaza Strip This number was distributed by type of transport as follows: public vehicle activities reached (87.8%), private vehicle activities reached (9.2%), and freight transport by road was  (3.0%).  

 Percentage Distribution of Employed Persons in Transport - Outside Establishments Sector in the Palestinian territory by Type of Transport, 2011
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On the other hand, the distribution of employed persons by paid and unpaid employee in 2011 indicated that unpaid employed persons as proprietors had the highest percentage at (70.7%) from the total number of employed persons, whereas paid employees reached (29.3%). 

1.3 Employees Compensation
Results indicate that the value of employees compensation during 2011 in the Palestinian territory was USD 17.7 million of which USD 15.8 million in West Bank, USD 1.9 million in Gaza Strip; this value was distributed by type of transport as follows: public vehicle activities (82.9%), private vehicle activities (16.5%) and freight transport by road activities (0.6%).  

Percentage Distribution of Employees Compensation in Transport-Outside Establishments Sector in the Palestinian Territory by Type of Transport, 2011
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1.4 Output 
Results indicated that value of output in the Palestinian territory was USD 258.8 million.  This value is distributed as follows: USD 242.1 million in  West Bank and USD 16.7 million in Gaza Strip. The result showed that the majority of output was generated from public vehicle activities (91.6%), and (6.2%) from private vehicles, while (2.2%) was generated from freight transport by road.  

Percentage Distribution of Output in Transport - Outside Establishments Sector in the Palestinian Territory by Type of Transport, 2011
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1.5 Intermediate Consumption
The survey results showed that the value of intermediate consumption in the Palestinian territory was USD 150.1 million of which USD 141.7 million in West Bank and USD 8.4 million in Gaza Strip. This value was distributed by type of transport as follows: public vehicle activities (91.9%), private vehicle activities (6.0%) and freight transport by road activities (2.1%). 

Percentage Distribution of Intermediate Consumption in Transport-Outside Establishments Sector  in the Palestinian Territory by Type of Transport, 2011
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1.6 Value Added

The results indicated that the value added in the Palestinian territory was USD 108.7 million of which USD 100.4 million in West Bank, USD 8.3 million in Gaza Strip. This value was distributed by type of transport as follows: public vehicle activities (91.1%), private vehicle activities (6.5%), and freight transport by road activities (2.4%). 

Percentage Distribution of Value Added in Transport- Out side Establishments Sector in the Palestinian Territory by Type of Transport, 2011
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On the other hand, the value added was distributed by its components as follows: compensation of employees was USD 17.7 million, annual depreciation was  USD 28.8 million taxes on production  reached USD 10.0 million, and operating surplus was USD 52.2 million. 

Percentage Distribution of Value Added in Transport - Outside Establishments Sector  in the Palestinian Territory by  Components, 2011
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1.7 A Comparison of Main Results with that of 2010
 By comparing results of  2011 with  2010, there was  an increase in production by 7.2%, while in the intermediate consumption, 
It increased \by 15.9%, and  there was a decrease in the number of vehicles by 6.9%, while in the number of employees  decreased by 6.2%, and in the value added decreased by 2.9%.
Main Economic Indicators in the Palestinian Territory by Year

   Value in USD millions  

	Year
	Indicator

	2011
	2010
	2009
	2008
	2007
	2006
	2005
	2004
	

	10,195
	10,945
	10,791
	10,189
	10,087
	11,337
	11,327
	11,144
	Number of Vehicles

	10,821
	11,535
	11,656
	10,846
	10,919
	11,837
	12,072
	11,866
	Number of Employed Persons

	17.7
	17.0
	16.9
	9.3
	11.3
	7.4
	5.9
	5.6
	Compensation of Employees

	258.8
	241.5
	226.2
	177.5
	170.8
	168.3
	162.6
	129.6
	Output

	150.1
	129.5
	120.9
	97.7
	93.5
	86.7
	84.5
	63.0
	Intermediate Consumption

	108.7
	112.0
	105.3
	79.8
	77.3
	81.6
	78.1
	66.6
	Value Added


Chapter Two

Methodology & Data Quality

  2.1 Objectives of this survey

This survey is aiming at providing the following data:
1. Number of transport vehicles and employed persons by activity.

2. Value of output and intermediate consumption.

3. Value added components.

4. Fixed assets and other selected variables. 

2.2 Questionnaire 

The questionnaire used for this survey took into account the main economic variables pertaining to the examined phenomenon and the needs of the compilation of National Accounts for Palestine.

2.3 Sample Design
The type of the sample is one stage stratified quota sampling. The sample size amounted to (1,780) vehicles out of (10,195) vehicles that comprise the survey frame.

· Coverage 

The survey covers activities of the outside establishment sector according to (ISIC-4) for both:

· Non-scheduled passenger land transport (4922).      
· Freight transport by road (4923). 

 2.4 Variance Calculation
Table of Variance Calculation by Palestinian Territory
Value in USD 1000
	observe
	95% Confidence  Interval
	Coefficient of  Variation
	Standard Error
	Estimate
	Variable

	
	Upper
	Lower
	
	
	
	

	1,780
	11,080
	10,561
	0.012
	132.3
	10,821
	No. of. Employed Persons

	1,780
	19,613
	15,790
	0.055
	974.1
	17,702
	Compensation of Employees

	1,780
	266,392
	251,154
	0.015
	3,882.7
	258,773
	Out put

	1,780
	154,492
	145,703
	0.015
	2,239.6
	150,098
	Intermediate Consumption

	1,780
	112,669
	104,681
	0.019
	2,035.6
	108,675
	Value Added


2.5 Fieldwork Operations 
Actual fieldwork activities started after the recruitment and training of qualified interviewers, who were responsible for data collection from the field.

· Fieldwork 

1. A specialized fieldwork team was selected; the team  was trained theoretically and practically on the survey questionnaire.

2. The main fieldwork team was selected according to the training course.

3. Field work visits were made by both fieldwork and project management staff for monitoring and following up data collection process and progress of work..

4. Different levels of supervision and monitoring took place according to the following division:

1. Fieldworkers.

2. Fieldworkers supervisors. 

3. Fieldwork coordinator. (Each has responsibilities in monitoring). 

5. Project management received a daily progress report about completeness and response.

6. A follow up training course was conducted during the stage of data collection for emphasizing the main issues of training and answering questions of fieldworkers about issues faced in the field.

2.6 Data Processing  

This part includes:  

· Developing a data entry program and training of operators.

· Organizing data entry processes.

· Post-data entry editing.

· Tabulation

For insuring quality and consistency of data, a set of measures was taken into account for strengthening accuracy of data as follows:                                 

· Preparing a data entry program before data collection for checking readiness of the program for data entry.

· A set of validation rules were applied on the program for checking consistency of data.

· Efficiency of the program was checked through pre-testing by entering a few questionnaires, including incorrect information, for checking its efficiency in capturing these information.

· Well-trained data keyers were selected and trained for the main data entry.

Weekly data files were received by project management for checking accuracy and   consistency; notes of correction were provided for data entry management for correction
2.7 Response rate values  

Sample size was 1,780 vehicles in the   Palestinian Territory:

· Non-response cases:  140
· Response rate: 92.1%

· Non-response rate: 7.9%

2.8 Accuracy of the Data

· Statistical Errors

Data of this survey affected by statistical errors due to use of a sample, therefore, there are certain differences from the real values expected to be obtained through censuses. Variations were calculated for the most important indicators and included in the report. Dissemination levels of the data were particularized at the regional level in the Palestinian Territories. 

· Non-Statistical Errors

These types of errors could appear on one or on all of the survey stages that include data collection and data entry:

Response errors: These type of errors are related to, responders, fieldworkers, and data entry personnel. To avoid mistakes and reduce the impact, there had been a series of p that would enhance the accuracy of the data through a process of data collection from the field and data processing.

2.9 Comparability 
Published data in this report are compared with previous data using the same survey's tools, and the data are internationally comparable, because they are adopted in a system of National Accounts 1993 (SNA93), and  ISIC-4 of economic activities
2.10 Notes on Data 
· Differences of results of certain indicators that can be noticed are due to approximation.      

· Financial data was collected by NIS, USD and JD, but it was converted and published in USD.

· There are some zero values due to either such values are low, or unavailable in some vehicle of the selected sample, so its not necessarily to be a zero value for all of them.

· Reduction in the number of private vehicles in  Gaza Strip was mainly due to the conversion of part of private vehicles to public ones in accordance to a special regulation in Gaza Strip known as " Internal  Public Vehicles ".
· Exchange rates for the year of 2011:

· USD / NIS = 3.5784
· USD / JD   = 0.7056
Chapter Three
Concepts and Definitions

Statistical unit:

Is a research unit engaged in economic activity, which is collected by the statistical data, and statistical unit for this survey is the vehicle.

Main Economic Activity:

The main work of the enterprise based on the (ISIC, rev 4) and that contribute by the large proportion of the value added when more than one activity exist in the enterprise. 

Output:

Production is measured during a certain period of time by the value of the final products of goods and services produced by a certain establishment capable of being provided to other units though they can be self-consumed or for the purposes of self gross fixed capital formation. Production includes two categories: Final products and the so-called  under-operating products, which means products that take a long time to produce such as livestock and establishment works. The value of the majority of goods can be estimated at the moment the production process is completed. However, the production of some goods may exceed the accounting period (such as the case of under-operating products). The value of such products is estimated and registered during that accounting period as, for example, the case of establishment works and winter crops.
Intermediate consumption: 

The  value of the goods and services consumed as inputs, used up or transformed during the production process. It is measured during a specific period in time in a way similar to measuring production. Intermediate consumption is estimated by purchase price, which is defined as the producers’ price plus transportation and wholesale and retail trade margins. The value of the gross intermediate consumption on the level of the total economy is the same whether calculated by purchase or producers’ price. However, on the detailed level, the two evaluations vary.

value added:

Value added is a central concept of production and refers to the generated value of any unit that carries out any productive activity. Gross value added is defined as the value of gross production less the value of intermediate consumption.

Employees Compensation: (Indicator) 

Compensation of employees is the total remuneration, in cash or in kind, including social security contributions, payable by an enterprise to an employee in return for work done by the latter.

Taxes on production: 

Those are taxes that are compulsory cash or in kind payments payable by producers to the general government. it consists of taxes on products payable on goods and services at production, sale, or exchange and other taxes payable on production by resident producers as  a result of carrying out the production process. 

Employed: 

Persons aged 15 years and over who were work at  least one hour during the reference period, or who were not at work during the reference period, but held a job or owned business from which they were temporarily absent (because of illness, vacation, temporarily stoppage, or any other reason)  he\ she was employer, self employed, wage employed, unpaid family member or other. The employed person is normally classified in one of two categories according to the number of weekly work hours, i.e. 1–14 work hours and 15 work hours and above. Also the absence due to sick leave, vacation, temporarily stoppage, or any other reason considered employed from 1-14 hours.
Operating Surplus: (Indicator)
It is the value of the gross value added at basic prices less the total of compensation of employees (including compensations payable to non-residents) less taxes (minus subsidies on product).  

Depreciation: 

It is the value of the assets which can be reproduced and depreciated during the year, depreciation is calculated on the current substitutive value.

Private Car: (Transport-Outside Establishments)
Private vehicles are engaged in public transport of passengers in return for payment.

Taxi:
A motor vehicle intended for the carriage of passengers (in return for payment), and designed to seat no more than 9 persons (including the driver), and described in its license as a taxi.

Freight Transport: All kinds of trucks, small and large works in public transport of goods in return for payment, not including owned for establishments. 
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