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Notes for Users

· Negligible differences may be noted between summations of indicators due to the rounding of numbers. 
· The average household size should be taken into account in comparing indicators.
· The Symbol (-) in the tables means that there is insufficient observations in the cell.
· NIS, (JD) and USD were used in recording the value of commodities and services. The average exchange rate during the survey period was as follows:

	Exchange Rate of New Israeli Shekel by Month 2011 

	US Dollar
(USD)
	Jordanian Dinar
((JD))
	Month

	3.6
	5.2
	January

	3.6
	5.1
	February

	3.5
	4.9
	March

	3.4
	4.8
	April

	3.5
	4.9
	May

	3.4
	4.8
	June

	3.5
	4.9
	July

	3.6
	5.1
	August

	3.7
	5.2
	September

	3.7
	5.2
	October

	3.8
	5.3
	November

	3.8
	5.4
	December
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Introduction

PCBS conducted the twelfth Palestinian Expenditure and Consumption Survey (PECS - 2011) between January 15, 2011 and January 14, 2012.  

The objectives of  this survey are to provide high quality data on the total consumption level and structure of Palestinian households, whilst supplying crucial support to other statistical programs of PCBS, such as the Consumer Price Index, National Accounts, balance of payments statistics, in addition to social studies on living standards and poverty nutrition, particularly amongst vulnerable groups.

 Provide a profile of poverty in the Palestinian Territory for 2011 in order to study the socio-economic characteristics of poor households in the Palestinian Territory, and provide poverty rates according to both patterns of consumption and income in an attempt to demonstrate the behavior of the Palestinian household in expenditure and savings, study the rates of consumption and changes in the percentage distribution of consumption in households, demonstrate the impact of aid from various sources on poverty rates and the changes to households as a result, demonstrate the extent of accuracy in targeting assistance through the calculation of errors in leakage and under-coverage rates.


This report presents the final results for the eleventh round of the survey, January 2011 through January 2012.

The report is divided into three chapters: chapter one presents the main findings of the survey while chapter two discusses the quality and methodology of fieldwork in terms of questionnaire, sample design, fieldwork operations, and coverage, in addition to data processing and tabulation.  Finally, chapter three explains the main concepts and definitions used in the report with brief descriptions.


PCBS is pleased to issue the twelfth bulletin of Expenditure and Consumption Survey of Palestinian households. We hope that we have contributed in the rationalization of development decision.  The data of this survey is a new point in the PECS time series data which is important  from the perspective of economics and social context on level of living standards in the Palestinian Territory.












	June,  2012
	Ola Awad

	
	PCBS President





4




image1.png




