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Summary


Population:
· Palestinian society is youthful: children under 15 years of age constitute about 40.0% of the population. There are clear regional differences: the ratio in the West Bank is 38.0 % compared with 44.0% in the Gaza Strip.

· Despite a decrease, fertility rates remain high. The total fertility rate was 4.6 births per woman, with a significantly higher rate in the Gaza Strip (5.2 births in the Gaza Strip and 4.0 births in the West Bank).

· Infant mortality rates in Palestine are moderate compared to other Arab countries. Infant mortality in Palestine was 18.9 per thousand live births (20.6 for males and 17.1 for females) for the period 2005-2009.

· The percentage of elderly persons aged 65 years and above is relatively low at only 3.4%. The percentage of females in this category (3.4%) is significantly higher than that of males (2.4 %).

Education:
· There has been a remarkable improvement in the educational level of Palestinians aged 15 years and over. Illiteracy rates have dropped from 15.7 % in 1995 to 4.1 % in 2012. The percentage of the population (15 years and older) who have completed secondary level education has increased from 13.8 % to 21.7%.

· The percentage of high school students increased from 7.0% (8.0 % for males and 7.0 % for females) of all students in the 1994/1995 academic year to 13.0 % in     2011 /2012 (12.0 % for males and 14.0 % for females). There has been significant expansion in the volume of secondary education, especially for females.

· More women work in the educational sector than men. However, there are more males than females with a Master's degree and 'more women than men hold qualifications such as a bachelor's degree or lower.


· Interest in technical and vocational education is still very limited.  The percentage of secondary students in academic education was 93.0% in 2011/2012 (90.0% males and 95.0% females).



Culture:
· Palestinian women contribute widely to the cultural sector, specifically in the field of popular culture and heritage conservation, although their contribution is not always acknowledged. There are insufficient statistics and studies of this sector to reflect the size and quality of female participation. The few available statistics indicate that up to 84.0% of workers in this sector are female, which is higher female participation than in any other sector. At the same time, only 36.0 % of journalists are female, although estimates indicate that about 55.0 % of journalism students in Palestine are women.

· Basic infrastructure is weak in the cultural sector. This affects women more than men due to the lack of institutions that offer scope for effective female participation. Nevertheless, recent years have witnessed quality developments in the sector with the establishment of the first radio station specializing in women’s issues, the holding of the eighth consecutive annual festival of women's cinema, the establishment of the first feminist news agency, and the establishment of the first forum for women in the media.  All these trends should be supported and encouraged in light of the importance of the changing images and roles of women in society.


Health:
· Female health indicators are usually linked with reproductive health and the role of women as mothers and caregivers of children. This is unavoidable in many developing countries, and in Palestine in particular where the percentage of married women has increased. More than half of women aged 15 years and older are married: 36% of married women were married before the age of 18 and 5% were married before the age of 15. The health of Palestinian women is undoubtedly linked closely to their reproductive role.

· There has been a gradual improvement in women's reproductive health. The average size of the Palestinian family has fallen gradually to 5.8 in 2010 compared to 6.4 in 1997, easing the reproductive and family care burden on Palestinian women. Despite the fact that 94% of women received health care during pregnancy and about 98% gave birth under medical supervision, the quality of care provided remains questionable and only half of all pregnant women received all the tests recommended during pregnancy.  Post- natal services remain limited.

· Access to health insurance remains generally low. There is no health insurance coverage for nearly half of Palestinian society, both men and women.


Labor Market and the Economy:
· Participation by Palestinian women in the economy, particularly the labor market, is very low compared to regional and international figures. At the same time, their participation in the informal sector and unpaid family and care economy is very high and higher than Palestinian men. This situation has remained unchanged since the establishment of the Palestinian Authority.

· The Palestinian economy is an economy under occupation and siege. It is a helpless economy and cannot accommodate the capabilities and capacities of all Palestinians. However, two positive trends are emerging: first, the increase in the number of young people expected to enter the labor market in coming years; second, the decline in fertility rates of Palestinian women, which relieves pressure on their reproductive role and enhances the potential for wider economic participation.

· Participation by Palestinian women in the labor market increased gradually from 1996 to 2012, but the increase remained below 5%, (from 11.4 % in 1996 to 17.4% in 2012); it declined in 2002, the year in which Israeli incursions in the West Bank took place. The employment prospects for youth and women are not promising in the short and medium term because of Israeli occupation practices.

· The largest contribution to the labor market by Palestinian women is in the agricultural sector: their contribution is 37.9 % in the West Bank and 27.5 % in the Gaza Strip. This is a higher percentage of participation than in any other sector. The deteriorating situation in the labor market affects young people, especially young women. Participation rates in the labor force by young females are relatively low compared to the long periods spent in education. The participation rate of young women aged 15-24 years is 49 % of that of young males.



Violence Against Women:
· Married and previously married women are those most subjected to all forms of violence in Palestine. The percentage is as high as 51% in the Gaza Strip: this means that one in every two married/ previously married women has been a victim of at least one form of violence. The percentage in the West Bank is 29.5%, which means that one in every three married/ previously married women has been a victim of at least one form of violence. In the Gaza Strip 34.8% of women have been subject to physical abuse compared to 17.8% in the West Bank. These percentages are higher than the international average. 

· Married and previously married women in the Gaza Strip are subjected to more violence and abuse than the same category of women in the West Bank. Married and previously married women in urban areas and refugee camps are subjected to greater violence and abuse than the same category in rural areas. 

· The results show that women in the 18-44 year age group are subjected to more violence than the over-45 age group. This applies to the last year of marriage as well as throughout the period of the marriage. The most common strategy adopted by victims of violence is to remain silent and not to inform anybody about what has happened; 65.3% of female victims of violence adopted this strategy, probably due to lack of faith in alternatives and lack of awareness of means available to stop the violence or leave a violent relationship.

· Although the Palestinian Authority cancelled Article 340 of the Civil Code, the killing of women is still widespread and requires the adoption of various procedures and strategies to combat this phenomenon. Approximately 25 women were killed from the beginning of the year up until September 2013.

Information and Communication Technology:
· The use of information and communication technology (ICT) such as the Internet and social media contributes to community development and challenges censorship and strict control of information. In Palestine, significant developments and progress have taken place in the ICT sector in recent years, despite the fact that the entire sector is still shackled by the restrictions of the Israeli occupation. Palestinian women have benefited more than men from increased access to the Internet and the use of mobile phones and social media.

· Access by Palestinian women to ICT is generally lower than that available to men: in Palestine in 2011, 23% of females and 40% of males had access to ICT. Economic conditions exert an impact and poor and disadvantaged groups have less access, but rates of use are rising among females more quickly than among males. For example, the use of mobile phones by females increased by 39% between 2004 and 2011 compared to an increase of 31.4% by males.

· Awareness of the importance of the use of ICT in several areas has increased in recent years. In particular, the development of non-traditional employment opportunities for women and young people and raising awareness of women's issues and human rights through blogs and social media that have become more prevalent in community activism and providing information.

Public Life:
· Formal political participation by Palestinian women remains unchanged; the results of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC) elections in 2006 were not very different from those of previous elections. Female representation was 12.9%, which is average in comparison with other countries around the world. Local elections held in 2012 in the West Bank resulted in a decline in female participation. For the first time, female candidates ran in women-only lists, but were soundly defeated. Female representation in political parties and independent lists also declined and this is a major setback for women’s voices and representation.

· There has been a slight improvement in the justice field. The entry of Palestinian women to the Sharia judiciary is a significant achievement. However, political support is needed to increase the number of women in the judiciary and to introduce women into the prosecution.

· There is greater awareness of the importance of female participation in the executive, but Palestinian women are still more prevalent in lower ranking jobs and in positions that are traditionally considered suitable for women.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]There are many models of successful Palestinian women leading national institutions and political parties. This is a promising change that provides role models and opens horizons for younger generations to engage in public life. Palestinian women participate actively in popular movements, grassroots organizations and social movements. However, their participation in decision making is still very limited and representation is low in some professions such as law, media and the judiciary. Political parties bear the primary responsibility for the weak representation of Palestinian women in politics and public life and there is no representation of women in leadership positions in these parties.
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