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Introduction

The Foreign Investment Survey is considered to be the best tool for collecting data about the International Investment Position (IIP), which collects details about the flow and stocks of foreign investments using special forms. The IIP is an account which records the total balance of foreign financial assets and liabilities of the economy. Changes in IIP are categorized in two levels: the first differentiates between assets and liabilities and the difference represents the net IIP. The second level focuses on the division of assets and liabilities on a functional basis that is fully consistent with the basic elements of financial accounting in the balance of payments, in addition to changes between stocks at the beginning and end of the period. This may include changes in prices, currency exchange rates, or a quantitative change resulting from sudden profit or loss as a result of natural disasters or war. The Foreign Investment Survey was conducted in accordance with recent international recommendations (Balance of Payments Manual 1993 issued by the International Monetary Fund), while taking into account the unique circumstances of Palestine. 

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and Palestinian Monetary Authority are pleased to issue the Third version of the Foreign Investment Survey report for 2012 on Resident Enterprises in Palestine.

The first chapter of the report details the main results of the survey.  The second chapter describes the methodology used in the implementation of this survey and the measures implemented to ensure the quality control of data. The third chapter covers the concepts and definitions used in the report. The report is also comprises detailed tables of the most important results of the survey on a national level.

The results of the Foreign Investment Survey constitute the basic pillar for the compilation of the Palestinian International Investment Position (IIP) and for statistics on gross external debit for Palestine. PCBS hope that the results of the survey will provide statistical evidence about foreign investments in terms of type, economic activity, and country of investment, and will meet the needs of both the public and private sector for such statistical data.
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