PCBS: Building License Statistics, First Quarter 2015

            Chapter One

Main Findings

1.1 Number of Licenses 
The following table compares the number of building licenses issued in the first quarter of   2015 in Palestine* with the previous quarter and corresponding quarters of 2014:

	% Change in first quarter 2015 from
 fourth quarter 
2014
	% Change in first quarter
2015  from first quarter 2014
	No. of Licenses Issued **
	Indicator

	
	
	first quarter
2015
	fourth quarter
2014
	first quarter
2014
	

	0.7
	-13.6
	1,460
	1,450
	1,690
	Licenses for new buildings

	-10.7
	-10.7
	225
	252
	252
	Licenses for additions to licensed buildings

	400.0
	66.7
	5
	1
	3
	Licenses for additions + existing parts

	-34.4
	-42.8
	267
	407
	467
	Licenses for existing buildings

	-61.8
	-60.6
	13
	34
	33
	Licenses for existing extensions

	-8.1
	-19.4
	1,970
	2,144
	2,445
	Total

	* The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.

	** Excluding boundary wall licenses



The following figure shows the number of building licenses issued* in Palestine** from the first quarter 2014 to the first quarter 2015: 

	


	*Excluding boundary wall licenses.

	**The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.



The total number of building licenses issued in the first quarter of 2015 decreased by 8.1% compared with the fourth quarter of 2014 and decreased by 19.4% compared with the same period of 2014.  



1.2 Number of Licenses by Governorate  
Nablus recorded the highest number of building licenses with 503 issued for residential buildings during the first quarter of 2015, while Ramallah and Al Bireh governorate occupied second place with 251 licenses. The highest number of licenses for non-residential buildings was 43 licenses in Nablus governorate, then Ramallah and Al Bireh governorate came in second with 40 licenses.

The following figure shows the number of residential building licenses issued in Palestine in the first quarter of 2015 compared with the fourth quarter of 2014:

	



* The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.



The following figure shows the number of non-residential building licenses issued* in Palestine in the first quarter of 2015 compared with the fourth quarter of 2014:

	



*Excluding boundary wall licenses 
** The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.
1.3 Licensed Area  
The following table compares the total licensed area in Palestine* for the first quarter of 2015 with the previous and corresponding quarters of 2014:

	Indicator
	Licensed Area (1000 m2)
	% Change in first quarter 2015 from
 first quarter 
2014
	% Change in first quarter
2015  from  fourth quarter 2014

	
	first quarter
2014
	fourth quarter
2014
	first quarter
2015
	
	

	Total area
	1,149.4
	978.0
	895.7
	22.1-
	8.4-

	New areas
	993.2
	855.6
	813.2
	18.1-
	5.0-

	Existing areas
	156.2
	122.4
	82.5
	47.2-
	32.6-


	  *  The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.



1.4 Licensed Boundary Walls  
The following table compares licenses issued for boundary walls in Palestine* for the first quarter of 2015 with the previous and corresponding quarters of 2014:

	Indicator
	Licensed  boundary  walls
	% Change in first   quarter 2015 from
 first quarter 
2014
	% Change in first quarter
2015  from fourth quarter 2014

	
	first quarter
2014
	fourth quarter
2014
	first quarter
2015
	
	

	Number of licenses for walls
	88
	67
	44
	50.0-
	34.3-

	Length of licensed walls  (1000 meters)
	7.3
	9.8
	2.6
	64.4-
	73.5-


	  * The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.



1.5 Number and Area of Licensed Dwellings: 
The following table compares the number and total area of licensed dwellings in Palestine* for the first quarter of 2015 with the previous and corresponding quarters of 2014:

	Indicator
	Number of dwellings and 
their area
	% Change in first quarter 2015 from
 first quarter 
2014
	% Change in first quarter
2015  from fourth quarter 2014

	
	first quarter
2014
	fourth quarter
2014
	first quarter
2015
	
	

	Number of new dwellings
	3,804
	3,452
	3,226
	15.2-
	6.5-

	Area of new dwellings (1000 m2)
	686.5
	618.7
	595.3
	13.3-
	3.8-

	Number of existing dwellings
	842
	664
	452
	46.3-
	31.9-

	Area of existing dwellings (1000 m2)
	140.3
	104.0
	75.3
	46.3-
	27.6-


	  * The data excludes those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.





















Chapter Two

Methodology and Data Quality

2.1 Objectives  
This type of statistics provides information on the number of building licenses, the area of licensed buildings, and the number and area of licensed dwellings and stores, taking into consideration the following variables:
· Issuing authority
· Geographic location
· Status of the buildings to be licensed (new, existing, new or existing additions)
· Ownership of building (private, governmental, local authorities, cooperative, etc.)
· Utilization of the building (residential, non-residential: industrial, commercial,   educational, etc.)

2.2 Coverage
Comprehensive coverage of all parties engaged in issuing building licenses in Palestine.

2.3 Data Collection
Data were collected by field workers through direct interviews with the issuing authority and according to purpose. 

2.4 Data Entry Process
The instructions, forms and necessary resources for data entry were prepared in advance. Data entry workers were trained as supervisors and data entry operators. The data entry team was composed of an entry supervisor, data entry processors and entry checkers.

2.5 Data Processing and Tabulation
Following the process of data entry, checking and verification of work and preliminary tables of the survey results were prepared by the department responsible in accordance with the tabulation forms defined previously for this survey. These tables were checked according to regulations and specific criteria to obtain the final tables.

2.6 Accuracy of Data

Sampling Errors:
The survey was implemented via a comprehensive census of all studied statistical units (licenses) and therefore, is free of sampling errors.

Non-Sampling Errors:
Non-sampling errors are possible at all stages of the project during data collection or processing. In this survey, non-sampling errors are mostly referred to as data entry errors.  To avoid errors and reduce their effects, great efforts were exerted to train data entry staff on the data entry program, which was tested before commencing the actual data entry process. The data entry program was prepared prior to data collection and validation rules were applied to the program to check the consistency of data. Periodic data files were received by project managers to check the accuracy and consistency of data.



2.7 Comparison of Data
Comparison exercises were carried out with surveys of building licenses for the previous and corresponding quarters and the results reveal fluctuations with previous survey data.

2.8 Technical Notes
There are important technical notes which should be taken into consideration when reviewing this report:
· Tables exclude building licenses for the parts of Jerusalem annexed by Israel in 1967, while include the remaining parts of the governorate.
· The details of the value of some indicators may not add up to their total due to the rounding of calculations.
· Governorates may not appear in some tables if licenses were not issued by these governorates.
· The zero value for the licensed area of some licenses was due to the rounding of calculations.



































Chapter Three

Concepts and Definitions

Statistical Unit in Building Licenses:
The license issued by any authorized authority. The issuing authorities are the reporting units for these administrative records statistics.

Building Ownership:
1. Private: A building owned by an individual or group of individuals or by the private sector.
2. Governmental: Owned by a State of Palestine institution.
3. Local Authority: Owned by a municipality or a rural council.
4. Cooperative: Owned by a cooperative organization, regardless of its aims.
5. Charity Building: Owned by a charitable society.
6. Other, e.g., religious groups, UNRWA, etc.

Status of the Building to be Licensed:
1. New: A building proposed for establishment on a vacant site.
2. Addition to an already existing licensed building: Any addition to an existing building, whether vertical or horizontal.
3. Addition to non-licensed: An existing building (or part of a building) that requires licensing.
4. Existing building: License for the entire existing building (built previously and to be licensed now). 
5. Existing extension: Any extension on an existing building that requires licensing.

Building Utilization:
1. Residential: The building is considered residential if more than half of its total area is constructed for residential purposes.  The building could consist of:
· Complete dwellings.
· Rooms added to the dwellings.
· Extension of other facilities, e.g., kitchen, bathroom, cesspool, garage. 
2. Non-Residential: When a building is not prepared for residential purposes or more than half of its area is for non-residential purposes, it is classified as industrial, commercial, educational, etc.
3. Boundary wall: This is when a boundary wall undergoes separate licensing. Due to the different characteristics of the wall (it is a licensed, for example, m.r and not meter square).  If the building license includes the wall, then it is not included herein.

Dwelling:
A building or part of a building constructed for one household only, with one or more independent entrances leading to the public road without passing through another housing unit. The unit may not be constructed for living purposes, but was found as occupied by a household during the enumeration. Likewise, the unit might be utilized for habitation or for work purposes, or for both purposes. Also, it might be closed, vacant.

First Quarter 2015	Nablus	Ramallah	&	 Al Bireh	Jenin	Hebron	Bethlehem	Qalqilya	Jerusalem**	Salfit	Tulkarm	Tubas	Jericho 	&	 Al Aghwar	Gaza	North Gaza	43	40	26	20	15	9	8	5	3	3	1	1	1	Fourth Quarter 2014	Nablus	Ramallah	&	 Al Bireh	Jenin	Hebron	Bethlehem	Qalqilya	Jerusalem**	Salfit	Tulkarm	Tubas	Jericho 	&	 Al Aghwar	Gaza	North Gaza	52	35	26	28	21	6	4	3	10	3	3	2	1	Governorate
No. of Licenses 

Total Licenses	2,445
2,447
2,039
2,144
1,970
2,137
2,445
2,447
2,039
    Q I 2014	    Q II 2014	   Q III 2014	   Q IV 2014	    Q I 2015	2445	2447	2039	2144	1970	Licenses  for new  buildings	1,690
1,651
1,385
1,450
1,460
1,364
1,690
1,651
1,385
    Q I 2014	    Q II 2014	   Q III 2014	   Q IV 2014	    Q I 2015	1690	1651	1385	1450	1460	Quarter

No. of Licenses 





First Quarter 2015	Nablus	Ramallah	&	 Al Bireh	Hebron	Jenin	Tulkarm	Bethlehem	Tubas	Qalqilya	Salfit	Jericho 	&	 Al Aghwar	Jerusalem*	Gaza	Deir Al-Balah	North Gaza	503	251	244	196	161	118	81	80	59	51	32	10	7	2	Fourth Quarter 2014	Nablus	Ramallah	&	 Al Bireh	Hebron	Jenin	Tulkarm	Bethlehem	Tubas	Qalqilya	Salfit	Jericho 	&	 Al Aghwar	Jerusalem*	Gaza	Deir Al-Balah	North Gaza	560	204	324	202	170	120	86	69	94	66	26	17	12	0	Governorate
No. of Licenses 
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