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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is pleased to issue the Second Annual Bulletin on Foreign Trade Statistics in Palestine for 1996.  After the Palestinian National Authority managed to take control of administrative, economic, financial and commercial institutions, number of steps were taken to ensure the transition to statehood.  One such step concerns economic independence.  This Bulletin is useful for decision-makers at the political and economic levels for properly channeling the flow of goods and services to and from Palestine. Also, with it, PCBS hopes to pave the way for establishing sound economic relations with all countries.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has diligently been working on compiling statistical information at the national level. One important achievement of PCBS is  Foreign Trade Statistics Program that copes with the requirements of international and regional reporting.  Statistical comparisons in the area of foreign trade statistics shall cover all indicators pertinent to foreign trade statistics. Such indicators are among the basic data required by decision-makers at the political and economic levels, as well as by researchers and investors at the local and regional levels.

The classification used in the computation process is “Standard International Trade Classification, 1988” (3rd edition), issued by the United Nations Socio – Economic Council. It is worth noting that a minimum of thirty-three countries has adopted this classification. Currently, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics exerts tremendous efforts to finalize the comparative manual of the unified system along with the homogeneous system (used in describing and coding goods).

This is expected to be finalized in the near future by the Palestinian Customs Directorate in cooperation with other concerned Palestinian ministries and institutions.  The completion of these manuals shall facilitate data derivation by the required system, after setting up the enabling administrative and technical environment, e.g. the compilation of the customs tariff system.  

This Bulletin likewise provides data on imports, total exports, and national exports, and monthly net trade balance by country. Likewise, other data on imports and exports are available by means of transportation and passage. This stresses the need for opening the foreign trade statistics program to maintaining passages between the West Bank and Israel.  Also, the bulletin provides complete data on the national exports and re–exported goods by country of destination and exported goods. As for imports, relevant data are provided by material and country of origin, and complemented by other aggregated tables and statistical comparisons for 1995 & 1996.  It is noteworthy to point out that such data are highly valuable for the national accounts system, and as well as for the balance of payments.

For the purposes of this Bulletin, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics deemed it essential to include the classification of districts, as indicators, in the Foreign Trade Statistics Program. 

	February, 1999


	Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D.

President 


Caution

The Statistics presented in this report are Compiled from different sources which are using different methodologies and archiving procedures.  The diversity of sources has resulted in a lower quality output.

PCBS recommends using the figures carefully as they are based on the multiplicity of sources and mechanism for each source.

Discrepancies in some of the results presented here will be explained through “Supply – and – Use Tables” which be released shortly.  

Abbreviations

SITC         :   Standard International Trade Classification

Rev.3        :   Revision Three

DIV          :    Division

e.x             :   Except

n.e.s          :   Not classified elsewhere

VAT         :   Value Added Taxes

Kgs           :   Kilograms

No + kg    : Number of Units and weight by  kilograms 

Mt + No   : Metric Tones and Number in American Barrel 

F3             :   Cubic foot

Kw / h      : Kilowatt per hour

No + G.w :   Number of units Gross weight in Tones

M3           :   Cubic meter

NIS         :    New Israeli Shekel

US $        :   United States of America Dollars
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Chapter 1

Introduction

The Foreign Trade Statistics with its three major indicators (imports, exports and Trade Balance) are considered vital and necessary figures for the National Accounts the balance of Payments.  For these reasons the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics objectively and scientifically takes care of producing this figure in order to achieve the required purpose, and to know the contribution of imports and exports in the national total production, and also to know the current account as the most important account of the Balance of Payments.  From this view we see that the program of the Foreign Trade Statistics has benefited from the field experiment in good preparation and achieving good means to reach a figure which expresses the movement of commodities flowing to and from Palestine since this figure is considered the basic structure of preparing the economic statistics in the Palestinian Territory.

1.1 The Program of the Project:
This program consists of three phases:

A) The Preparatory Phase: 

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has approved the international unified classification – Revision three studied it and made it conform to the economic transitional phase and the economic entity of Palestine.  This classification contains about 3000 commodities at the end of 1995.  This classification has been presented to the concerned authorities of the institutions of the Palestinian National Authority.

B) The Executive Phase:

The sources of the data of the Foreign Trade in Palestine have been determined, and these sources have been contacted, and several meetings have been held so as to determine the data requirements of the Palestinian Central Statistics Bureau.  The following sources have been reached, and data collection from these sources started at the beginning of 1996:

1. The Ministry of Finance-Value Added Taxation Department: 

Their data include clearance vouchers of imports from Israel and exports to Israel only, and show that the commodities are sold to Israel and bought from Israel, and the country of origin of the commodity is not clearly shown.  Those data also include the Israeli customs data from the Israeli entry points, airports, ports, Damyeh Bridge and Allenby Bridge, and show the Palestinian direct imports from abroad.

1. The Palestinian Customs General Department:

The data, which have been obtained from this department, are the Israeli customs data, which show the Palestinian direct imports from the foreign countries.

2. The Ministry of Economy & Commerce (Export Department):

Providing certificates of origin for the Palestinian exports to Jordan, Arab countries and foreign countries.

3. The Palestinian Water Authority:

Providing data about water quantities of which prices paid to Israel.
4. The General Authority of Petroleum:

Providing data about the quantities of petroleum derivatives and gas imported from Israel.

5. The Ministry of Agriculture:

Providing data about the exports from Palestine and imports to Palestine, of fresh agricultural products from Israel by permits issued to the merchants by the ministry and farmers and the external world.
6. The Palestinian Post Authority:

Providing data about the commodities imported through the Israeli mail to the Palestinian Territory.

C) The Phase of Data Collection & Computerization:

After determining the sources of the data, a mechanism has been put for the process of collecting data and bringing them to the Palestinian Central Bureau Statistics where the technical team handles and deals with by authentication, coding and checking the coding according to the approved system; then to be sent to the computer and data entry until being completed in the limited supporting period; then to be dealt with in three phases:

1. The Phase of program errors and correcting them.

2. The Phase of checking after data entry then calculating review and correcting the errors.

3. The Phase of unit price (price limits): It is a phase of discussing logically the data in general, then correcting the errors.

After these phases, the following is done.

· Asking for the primary Tables and checking them and correcting the errors.

· The phase of final Tables.

· Writing the report of annual Foreign Trade Statistics.

1.2 The Aims of the Project:

The project aims at:

1- Determining the volume of Trade exchange with world countries.

2- Determining detailed data about the imported, exported and re-exported commodities according to the country of origin or the country of destination.

3- Determining detailed data about the countries commercially dealt with.

4- Determining data about flowing goods through the means of entering and going out.

5- Determining data about entries and borders and the volume of Trade movement through them.

The mentioned data enable us to achieve the following:

· Determining the general net Trade balance with other countries.

· Determining the individual equity of imports and exports (total and detailed according to the commodities).

· Determining tables showing the relative importance of the countries exported and imported commodities.

· Distribution of the Palestinian imports and exports accordance to the govornarates

· Contribution in providing data for the purposes of national accounts, balance of payments, prices and the family expenditures.

· Providing the data necessary for the purposes of research and economical analysis.

· Providing data for decision-makers, planners and scholars.

· Filling the emptiness in the economical statistics about the movement of Trade exchange.

1.3 Data Publishing:

The reports of the Foreign Trade Bulletin in 1996 has been divided into several chapters as follows:

Chapter One 

· Includes an introduction about the importance of the conclusions and indicators of the project for other programs and data sources, in addition to the program and the aims of the project and the frame of the report.

Chapter Tow 

· Includes a brief explanation about the statistical unit, definitions, terms, measurement units and the abbreviations included in the project.

Chapter Three 

· Includes a brief explanation about the mechanism of collecting and classifying data, used forms, comprehensives of foreign Trade statistics in general and comprehensives of collecting data of imports and exports to the Palestinian Territory, and the methodology of work in the project, in addition to office operations which are done on the data, and also gives an introduction about the tables of the bulletin.

Chapter Four  

· Includes a brief summary about the quality of the data and general observations about the ideal position and the Palestinian actuality, in addition to general comparisons of foreign Trade figures.

Chapter Five 

· Includes the important figures of the basic results of the Bulletins of Foreign Trade in Palestine in 1996.

Tables 

· Contains (17) tables reflect the main indicators for Palestinian Trade. 

Chapter 2

Definitions & Terms

2.1 The Statistical Unit:

Generally speaking, in the Foreign Trade data, the statistical unit is considered, as the customs statement issued from the customs general department of the countries with all its enclosures such as: the certificate of origin, the invoice, the packing list, the health certificate for medicines, detergents, food stuff, and meat, the agriculture certificate and the release certificate. etc. But in Palestine, and as a result of the transitional phase, the clearance voucher of the value added taxation and the Israeli customs statement and other complementary data are considered the statistical unit in the Foreign Trade Project since everything of these covers its pecularity of export and import.  Here are these things in brief:

2.1.1 The Clearance Voucher for the Value Added Tax:

It is a unified voucher for both Israeli and Palestinian parties.  The name of the licensed from both parties, his taxation Number, the exchanged material, the voucher Number and the value added taxation appear on this clearance Voucher. This shows the movement of trade exchange between the Palestinian territories and Israel only.

2.1.2 Customs Statement:

It is an Israeli customs document containing all the data related to the Palestinian direct imports from other countries through the Israeli entries and ports, Damyah Bridge and Allenby Bridge.  A photo-copy of the statement which represents the direct imports to the Palestinian National Authority territories, arrives to the Ministry of Finance only without enclosures since the Palestinian customs statement is partially applied in order to control the data of passengers entry with Jordan and Egypt only.

2.1.3 The Certificate of Origin:

It is a document issued by the exporting department at the Ministry of Economy and Trade, showing the data related to exports of national origin and which is re-exported to Jordan and other Arab and world countries except Israel.

2.1.4 The Complementary Data:

They are the data of Water Authority Power Authority, Petroleum General Authority, Post Authority and Ministry of Agriculture.

Definitions & Measurement Units

2.2  Definitions:

Imports:

The coming grand of commodities, goods and services to country by air, land and sea which are used in consumption, convertibility of Industry, exportation and re-exportation. Customs clearances regarding private or public sector; excused or unexcused of customs duty are taken into consideration.   The Imports Value are counted by the base C.I.F. which means the total cost of load good in addition to the insurance and loading fees till goods reach to customs centers of the country.  The foreign trade statistics register the imports according to the customs clearances date not its arrival to customs centers.

Exports:

Refer to all commodities, goods and services, which are exported outside the country, or to free customs regions.  It includes the national commodities and re-exported services of commodities and goods.  F.O.B. is the base to count it by its costs loaded by means of transportation in the country of origin.

National Exports:

All Commodities, goods and services, which are totally manufactured by local factories or changed there shape and value to be exported outside the country after the customs clearances.  F.O.B is the base to count exports, which means the goods value with all its loaded costs by means of transportation.

Re-export:

Goods are imported and exported in/ out the country with all customs procedures.  Nothing is made to change their core or shape.  Its base is also F.O.B.

Port, In  or  Out Center:

The customs center (air, land and sea) which services, goods and commodities go in/ out the country.  It is the place of general customs procedures.

Origin of goods:

According to industrial goods; it is the country of the last industrial stage.  Animal and agricultural crops; it is the country of crops production.  Raw commodities; it is the country of exiting commodities from its mines.

Means of Transportation:

It is the mean which goods are imported or exported by.  It is a car, ship, airplane, train or steamships.

Nets and Lines:

Nets are the mean of electricity transportation.  Lines are the pipes of raw petrol, water and natural gas.

Measurement Units:

· Gram : unit weight for Gold, Jewelry and diamond 

· Kilogram : unit weight for most of commodities

· Ton : unit weight for Gross weight

· Kilowatt/hour : unit number for electricity per hour

· Cubic Meter : unit number for water by pipes and prepared concert

· American Barrel : unit number for petroleum products

· Metric Ton :  unit weight for petroleum products

· Cubic Foot : unit number for liquid gas

Chapter 3

Methodology

Most of the world countries approve the customs statement to control the flowing of commodities because the aim of the Foreign Trade Statistics is to control the real flowing of the commodities during the time of the periodical support. But because of the special and exceptional circumstances of the Palestinian Territory in the transitional phase we were obliged to use the clearance vouchers of the value added tax in the Value Added Taxation Department of the Ministry of Finance as a main source of data related to the Trade exchange with Israel which represents (86%) of total import volume from all world countries during 1996 and (94%) of export volume to all world countries during the same year.  Other sources of data of Palestinian foreign Trade statistics with world countries have been approve.  These sources are:

1. Customs General Department: Providing us with data of direct import from all world countries except Israel.

2. The Ministry of Economy and Trade - Exporting Department: Providing us with certificates of origin for direct exports to world countries.

3. The Ministry of Agriculture: Provides us with data of Palestinian imports and exports of fresh agricultural products to and from world countries.

4. The Authority of Power: Provides us with data of electric power.

5. The Authority of Water: Provides us with data of water bought form Israel.

6. The Authority of Post: Provides us with data of the Palestinian imports of post commodity parcels from world countries.

3.1 The Mechanism of Data Collection:
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistic has a technical team who obtain data from their sources, especially from the Value Added Taxation Department of the Ministry of Finance directly dealt with and the voucher and the customs statements, certificates of origin and other complementary data. 
There are two forms used to cover the approaches of the Foreign Trade Statistics:
3.1.1 The form of total of statements of emptying Foreign Trade data:

3.1.2 The form of emptying the Foreign Trade data:

3.2 The Comprehensiveness of Foreign Trade Statistics

The Foreign Trade Statistics in Palestine include all the sorts of commodities and goods, which are imported to Palestine or exported from Palestine regardless of the importer or exporter either from the public or private sector.  They also include supplying foreign ships and planes in case of exports, the foreign contribution commodities and foreign aids to Palestine or presented from Palestine to the world countries and the fish discharged from foreign fishing ships that are caught outside the regional water in case of imports.  There are some exceptions in both cases, the imports and exports such as: newspapers, magazines, and periodicals which are registered as services and not commodities in export and import, printing the local currency abroad which is also registered as services.  

This comprehensiveness conforms to the directory of Balance of Payments and the new System of the National Accounts (1993) SNA.

3.2.1 The Comprehensiveness of Foreign Trade Data for West Bank and Gaza Strip for 1996:

As it is known to all official and semi-official institutions of the Palestinian National Authority, this project is considered at good level in term of scientific methodology and accurate mechanism followed in preparing the Foreign Trade Statistics in Palestine.  We don’t deny that there are some obstacles out of our control in achieving better comprehensiveness in all data for their several sources which are combined with the mechanism of the work of the institutions of the Palestinian National Authority, and to achieve the aim of the comprehensiveness of collecting data we will present a brief explanation of the subject as follows:

3.2.1.1  Foreign Trade Data for West Bank for 1996:

The following data have been completed:

· Data of value added taxation. All purchase and sales invoices of commodities and goods which have been imported from Israel or exported to Israel via licensed traders registered at Value Added Taxation Department in the Ministry of Finance.

· Data of petroleum derivatives and gas of which data have been obtained from Petroleum General Authority of the West Bank.

· Data of electric power which have been obtained from Value Added Taxation Department and representing the readings of consumption of the Palestinian residential blocks.

· Data of water which have been obtained from the Palestinian Water Authority.

· Data of postal parcels; the data of the fees, paid commodities imported through post via Israel, have been obtained from the Ministry of Post and Communications.

· Data of certificates of origin of which source is the Ministry of Economy and Trade and representing the Palestinian exports of national origin to the world countries except Israel.

· Customs Statements: All Israeli Customs Statement which represent the Palestinian direct imports from the external world through the Israeli ports and airports have been obtained.

3.2.1.2 Foreign Trade Data of Gaza Strip for 1996:

All foreign Trade data of Gaza area have been obtained from all sources of Israel and world countries.

3.3 Exceptions

3.3.1 Exceptions not included in Foreign Trade Statistics in Case of Imports:

· Passenger personal luggage.

· Gold pieces that are used in the Central Bank transactions (Palestinian Monetary Authority).

· Temporary entry of goods for demonstration and then re-exported to their sources (and in case of selling them in the local market, they are registered and a customs statement is issued at the date of safe).

· Machines and equipments returned back after repairing (the cost of repair only is registered under the item of services).

· Goods existing in transit zones and free zones (in case of selling them in the local market a customs statement is issued at the date of sale).

· Money (including gold, silver and bank notes).

· Chartered planes and ships, (the cost of leasing only is registered).

· Containers and cylinders coming for being filled and re-exported.

· Imports of Diplomatic missions and foreign embassies.

· Samples of non-commercial value.

3.3.2 Exceptions not included in Foreign Trade Statistics in Case of Export:

· Passenger personal luggage.

· Gold pieces used in the Central Bank transactions (Palestinian Monetary Authority).Foreign currencies.

· Temporary entry of goods for demonstration and then re-exported to their sources (and in case of selling them in the local market, they are registered and a customs statement is issued at the date of safe).s

· Containers and cylinders used for being filled and returned back.

· Machines and appliances sent for repair and returned back.

· Fuels and other commodities used on board of local ships and planes.

· Exports of diplomatic missions and foreign embassies.

· Samples of non-commercial value.

· International Cassia. 

3.4 The Mechanism of Data Classification and Checking:
The clearance vouchers are actually concerned only with taxes; therefore there is a lack in other parts such as measurement unit of quantities (weight and number) and details of commodities.  Here the following questions arise: How are commodities distributed? How are lacking data obtained? How is the accuracy have data confirmed?  To answer these questions we perform the following steps:

1) Reviewing the licensed Traders at the Value Added Taxation Department in cooperation with this Department.

2) Reviewing the accountants-through auditing offices, which present the clearance vouchers related to the licensed Traders to the Value Added Taxation Department in cooperation with this Department.

3) Attending the offices of Value Added Taxation in order to correct errors (if any).

4) Attending the Ministry of Economy and Trade Foreign Trade General Department to correct the errors in the data of certificates of origin (if any).

5) Using the data of the Ministry of Economy and Trade about the licenses of import and export and the ratio of executing these licenses and certificates of origin for exports, and measuring the volume of Trade exchange with world countries except Israel for the purpose of checking the data.

6) Making some logical assessments of quantities with reliance on the comparisons with the data of neighboring countries and international price lists of commodities.

3.5 Office Operations:

Office operations of foreign Trade project are summarized in three main phases represented in the following:

3.5.1 Coding Data and checking the Coding:

This phase is a translation of describing the commodity with codes according to the directory of Foreign Trade Classification in Palestine, which is emerged from the unified international classification - revision three - on the fifth digit of the commodities and coding the country of origin for imports and the country of destination for exports in accordance with a directory prepared by the Bureau showing the geographical distribution of the countries.

This phase is implemented by two working teams: one in the West Bank and the other in Gaza Strip. These two teams are well trained on using the directory and this well-training is shown through reaching more than 1060 commodities of exports and more than 1776 commodities of imposts. It is also shown from the data that Trade exchange of 1996 took place with more than 77 countries. 

There is a central team in the West Bank checking the coding of all the data in order to unify the perceptions in directing the commodities and variables combined with them.

3.5.2 Data Computerization:

This phase is performed according to an automatic program of Foreign Trade Statistics consisting of several programs which are: entry program, amendments, and logical relationships and tables computerization. On the level of outputs and data processing, the phase is divided into the following:

3.5.3 Tables Examination:

After the phases of processing and cleaning data, primary tables are drawn to be examined if they are free of errors, or non-credibility in any of the variables, and the error is amended with reference to the original data.  Then, final publishable tables are ordered to show the variables of Foreign Trade Statistics.

3.6 Tabulation:

In designing the tables three tendencies have been taken into consideration, these indencies are:

3.6.1 Tables comparing between imports, exports and the net of the Trade Balance for the years 1995 and 1996: 

According to several variables, such as the month, the periodical serial on the basis of 1996 about the foreign Trade of Palestine, the country, the economical and political groups of countries, means of transport, entry, section, divisions and main group of commodities, with keeping into consideration the comparison of the years 1995 and 1996 and showing the imports and exports according to passengers entry on the level of two digit of SITC - Rev.3, which are published in this report.

3.6.2 Tables of Exports:

These tables show the variables of the Palestinian exports during 1997 only. The variables found in the tables, show the Palestinian total exports according to the commodities and the country of destination showing the distribution of the data of the Palestinian national origin exports according to the commodities and the country of destination, taking into consideration the relative importance of the commodities in these tables.  PCBS decided not to publish these tables in this report and keeping them upon the request of the users.

3.6.3 Tables of Imports:

These tables show the variables of the imports only which demonstrate the distribution of the data of the Palestinian imports during 1996 according to the commodities, the value in US $, weight in kilograms and number of units.  They also show the distribution of countries of origin taking into consideration,  the relative importance of commodities and countries.

Taking into consideration that these tables of Foreign Trade can meet the monthly bulletin of each month of the year or the quarterly or the annual bulletins.  Any way the detail tables are available at the BCPS, and can be requested from Division of User Services.

Chapter 4

Data Quality

We demonstrate here the points of strength and weakness in the quality of the data annual bulletin of Foreign Trade statistics in Palestine during 1996 in order to avoid the points of weakness in the coming bulletins and to reinforce the points of strength in the work mechanism and the methodology of preparing these statistics for the bulletins of the coming year.

4.1 Notes on Data Collection:

The program of Foreign Trade Statistics of Palestine in 1996 does not defer much in its essence from that of 1995.  It has many points of strength in formulating the automatic program and the methodology of data collection and processing. It has been undoubtedly confirmed that the mechanism of obtaining the data from their sources, despite the numerousness of these sources and their special situations and the method of dealing with the information are going in the right way and conforming with the countries that are concerned with the foreign Trade statistics.  The comparability of those statistics with international statistics and reports on one hand, and this program on the other hand conform the international recommendations and their different criteria.  As a result of the numerousness sources of data of the Foreign Trade Statistics represented by several institutions such as: The Finance Ministry, the Value Added Taxation Department, Customs General Department, Petroleum General Authority, Water Authority, Power Authority, Post Authority, and Ministry of Agriculture, their responsiveness was good in providing us with data available with them.  Yet there are some deficits and difficulties which face obstruct the use in giving details of some goods, especially, in the Value Added Taxation Department.  We conquer these obstacles by referring to the concerned institutions to obtain clarification.  We have also assessed the quantities of different commodities from the Value Added Taxation Department, taking into consideration the prices of the neighboring countries: Jordan and Egypt, and the prices of the market within the Palestinian Territory.  

The data of the petroleum and its derivatives have been calculated on the basis of the means of prices of these products at monthly level.

4.2 Notes on Data Comprehensiveness:

It is notably mentioned that the statistical figure of the foreign Trade shows the control of the actual flowing of commodities coming to Palestine and going out of Palestine within the period from the beginning till the end of the year.

It is known that the figure issued from the Ministry of Economy and Trade represents the figure of foreign Trade according to the number and value of import and export licenses within the same period.  Nevertheless, it is not provided that these licenses have been executed by the licensee within the same monthly or annual time of periodical support.  Consequently, the difference between the statistical figure issued by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the figure issued by the Ministry of Economy and Trade. Be advised that the third figure of the Foreign Trade is the figure issued by the Monetary Authority or the Central Bank, and it represents the volume of bank credits made to cover the operations of Trade exchange between countries, and it is not provided, that the complete consignment shall enter during the same time of the periodical support for whatsoever reason, and this is natural all over the world countries.

From all these indicators, the statistical figure issued by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, is the approval figure for preparing the current account of the Balance of Payments and the ratio of import and export contribution in the total local production of the national accounts because it is an actual figure which is not based on assessments. 

In spite of this, we point out the following important notes:
1. This bulletin includes nearly total data about exports and imports of agricultural fresh products for the West Bank and Gaza strip with Israel as its availability in the sources.

2. This bulletin does not include smuggled commodities via entries to the Palestinian Territory.

3. It does not include the undocumented goods in the Trade exchange with Israel; these goods represent 30% of the total exchange according to the assessments of the Palestinian Ministry of Finance.

Imports and Exports with Israel include, indirect imports and exports with the other world countries, because of not mentioning the country of origin in the clearance voucher. 

This means:

1- The imports from Israel are not necessary to be of Israeli origin.

2- The exports from Israel are not necessary to be of Israeli destination, Including indirect exports to the whole countries of the world.

4. It has been possible to obtain data about gifts of olive oil to friends and relatives in Jordan for 1996.  This has amounted to (61695) tanks with a net weight of 15 KG/tank, of which the total value was US $ 3305089.  

4.3 Comparisons:

Several comparisons have been made for the concluded results in this bulletin with several sources.  Be advised that the results which are in conformity with each other are not provided, because of the difference of the mechanism and the method of collecting data between these sources.

1) The Israeli Statistics:

The Israeli Statistics approve the way of belt survey to calculate the statistics of Trade exchange with the Palestinian Territory, but not the method of comprehensive restriction, the difference between the Palestinian figure and Israeli figure is reasonable because of the difference in the way of collecting data.

2) The Report of the Ministry of Economy and Trade:

The result of the report of  this Ministry issued from the Foreign Trade General Department represent the volume and value of import and export licenses.  Be advised that the import and export licenses are not completely executed and that is reflected in the report of the Ministry of Economy and Trade.

3) The Reports of the International Organizations:

The reports of the international organizations such as: IMF, WB, and UNCTAD of United Nations show the resemblance of the results although the results of these international organizations are assessments about the Foreign Trade of Palestine.  The results of these organizations show that the volume of the Palestinian imports from world countries in 1995 is US$ 1690 million.

4) The Reports of the Arab League:

To compare with the statistics of the neigboring Arab Countries: Jordan and Egypt. 

Chapter 5

Main Results

Value in Million US $

	1.
	Total Palestinian Imports 
	2017

	2.
	Total Palestinian Exports 
	340

	3.
	Palestinian Net Trade Balance
	-1676

	4.
	Total National Exports 
	243

	5.
	Total Re Exports From Palestine 
	97

	6.
	Total Exports From West Bank 
	307

	7.
	Total Exports From Gaza Strip 
	33

	8.
	Total Palestinian Imports from Israel
	1743

	9.
	Total Palestinian Exports to Israel
	319

	10.
	Total Exports West Bank to Israel
	287

	11.
	Total Palestinian Imports by Road 
	1875

	12.
	Total Palestinian Imports by Postal Packages
	0.088

	13.
	Total Palestinian Imports by Pipes and Nets 
	141

	14.
	Total Palestinian Exports by Road 
	340

	15.
	Total Imports from Gaza by Rafah (Al Awda)Enterier
	15

	16.
	Total Imports from Gaza by Eariz (Beat Hannon)Enterier
	375

	17.
	Total Exports from West Bank by Damyah Enterier
	19

	18.
	Total Imports to Palestine from the EUCC 
	147

	19.
	Total Exports from Palestine to EUCC 
	0.244

	20.
	Total Palestinian Imports from Arab countries 
	27

	21.
	Total Palestinian Exports to Arab countries
	19

	22.
	Total Imports from American countries
	29

	23.
	Total Exports to American countries
	0.815
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