[image: image1.wmf]24

25

26

27

28

29

30

94/95

95/96

96/97

97/98

98/99

99/2000

West Bank 

Gaza Strip   

PALESTINIAN CHILDREN-ISSUES AND STATISTICS. No (3), 2000.

Chapter 3

Children’s Educational Reality

State parties recognize the right of the child to education. In order to fully and gradually achieve this right based on equal opportunity, state parties shall particularly ensure the following: A – Make the elementary education compulsory and available to all. B – Encourage all types of secondary education - public and vocational; make it available to all children; and take appropriate procedures such as free education and offering financial assistance when needed.                                                  (Children’s Rights Convention – Article 28)
The pre-university educational system in the Palestinian Territory is comprised of two stages: Basic compulsory education stage (10 years) and the secondary non-compulsory education stage (2 years). Three authorities supervise this educational system: The government, the private sector and UNRWA. In this chapter, we will attempt to examine the trends of development in this sector between the time the Palestinian National Authority assumed full responsibilit of this sector in 1994 until 1998/1999. This chapter includes indicators on kindergartens and basic and secondary schools. It illustrates the indicators that depict the reality of the educational system and present core issues for following up and monitoring the trends of the educational process from 1994/1995 until 1998/1999. 

Data obtained from the database provided by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Education indicate that currently an increasing percentage of youth are currently enrolling in schools and are continuing schooling for a longer period. The findings of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in 1997show an improvement in literacy rates in the Palestinian Territory.
  The percentage of literate persons in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 86.1%, according to the findings of the census.  This percentage amounted to 84.3% in 1995, according to the findings of the Demographic Survey conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics that year (an increase of 1.8%). Furthermore, the findings of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 1997 indicate that the illiteracy rate among females in the Palestinian Territory is higher than among males. The illiteracy rate amounted to 20.3% among females as compared to 7.8% among males.

Enrollment in Kindergartens

The aforementioned data indicate that the enrollment rate in kindergartens is increasing at a rapid pace. Around 32.2% of the children (aged 4 – 5 years) were enrolled in kindergartens in the scholastic year 1999 / 2000. Table 3 – 1 depicts the variation in the enrollment rate at the level of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. While this rate is increasing in the West Bank (rose from 32.5% to 34.9% in the scholastic years 1996 / 1997 and 1999 / 2000, respectively), its trend is decreasing in the Gaza Strip (fell from 35.0% to 28.1% in the same period). Moreover, the enrollment rate among males remained higher than among females. 

Table (3-1): Net Enrollment Rate in kindergartens by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1996/1997-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


33.4
32.3
34.5
35.0
33.1
37.0
32.5
31.8
33.1
1997/1996

34.3
33.6
35.0
30.8
29.1
32.5
36.6
36.5
36.7
1998/ 1997

33.8
32.9
34.7
28.7
27.2
30.1
37.1
36.5
37.7
1999 /1998

32.2
30.9
33.5
28.1
27.0
29.1
34.9
33.4
36.2
1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Note: The age group (4–5 years) was considered the official age of the kindergarten stage.

Furthermore, the number of kindergartens increased from 436 kindergartens in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 843 kindergartens in the scholastic year 1999/2000. Around 72% (606 kindergartens) of the total number of kindergartens operating in the Palestinian Territory in the scholastic year 1999 / 2000 are concentrated in the West Bank as compared to 28% (237 kindergartens) in the Gaza Strip. It is worth mentioning that around 66% (50,788 children) of children enrolled in kindergartens live in the West Bank in comparison to 34% (26,614 children) in the Gaza Strip.
[image: image2.wmf]Figure (3-1): Average Number of Students Per Class in Kindergartens by Area, 1994/1995-1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

The increase in the number of kindergartens left positive impacts on improving the average number of students\ pupils per class. This average decreased to 26.6 students\ pupils per class in the Palestinian Territory in the scholastic year 1999/2000, although the student/teacher ratio was 28.6 in the scholastic year 1994/1995.

Students

The average number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary stages amounted to 865,540 students in the outset of the scholastic year 1999/2000. Female students constitute around 49.6% of the total number of these students. This percentage varies from one stage to another. While the percentage of female students amounted to 49.4% at the basic education stage, it amounted to 51% at the secondary education stage.

Around 59.9% of the total number of students enrolled in the basic education stage are concentrated in the West Bank, compared to 40.1% in the Gaza Strip. Students enrolled in the secondary education stage, amounted to 57.9% in the West Bank and 42.1% in the Gaza Strip.
When taking the supervising authority into account, we notice that 67.8% of the total number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary education stages in the scholastic year 1999/2000 are enrolled in governmental schools. On the other hand, 25.8% and 6.4% are enrolled in UNRWA and private schools, respectively.
Available data show a continuous increase in the number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary education stages. Whereas the percentage of increase among pupils enrolled in the basic education stage was 38.5% in the period 1994/1995 and 1999/2000, this percentage amounted to 60.0% among students enrolled in the secondary education stage for the same period.
Private schools are also enjoying an increasing percentage of pupils enrolled in the basic education stage. The percentage of pupils enrolled in private schools at the basic education stage increased from 5.9% in the period 1994/1995 to 6.5% in the period 1999/2000. 

As for students enrolled in the secondary education stage, it is noted that there is an increase in the number of students enrolled in governmental schools coupled with a decrease in the number of students enrolled in private schools.

Table (3-2): Distribution of Students by Stage for Scholastic Years, 1994/1995-1999/2000

Stage
1994/1995
1995/1996
1996/1997
1997/1998
1998/1999
1999/2000

Basic







Governmental
377580
401488
429591
459339
487738
518483

UNRWA
161332
174284
187518
199467
210759
223085

Private
33617
36085
39244
43576
48417
51422

Total
572529
611857
656353
702382
746914
792990

Secondary







Governmental
41117
46334
52087
56821
61666
68294

UNRWA
0
0
0
0
0
0

Private
4222
4436
4380
4264
4142
4256

Total
45339
50770
56467
61085
65808
72550

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Gross and Net Enrollment Rates

An examination of the gross enrollment rates and their variation from one year to the next (between 1994/1995- 1999/2000) indicates as increase over time. The gross enrollment rate increased at the basic education stage from 91.6% in the period 1994/1995 to 96.8% in the period 1999/2000. 

At the basic education stage, the gross enrollment rate has been rising since the scholastic year 1994/1995. The gross enrollment rate increased by 10.9% in the scholastic year 1998/1999. In the period 1994/1995, this rate was 46.0% but increased to 56.9% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. 

Available indicators show that the gross enrollment rate at the secondary education stage is higher in the Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. The gross enrollment rate increased in the Gaza Strip by 14.8% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. In the period 1994/1995, this rate was 50.8% but increased to 65.6% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. In the West Bank, the gross enrollment rate increased by 8.5% in the same period. The gross enrollment rate in the secondary education stage in the West Bank amounted to 51.9% in the scholastic year 1999/2000 compared to 43.3% in the scholastic year1994/1995.
Table (3-3): Gross Enrollment Rate at the Basic Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years, 1994/1995-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


91.6
91.1
92.1
98.7
98.0
99.3
87.8
87.4
88.2
1994 /1995

91.4
91.1
91.6
100.5
100.5
101.0
86.3
86.2
86.4
1996/1995

92.5
92.8
92.3
102.3
102.2
102.4
87.1
87.5
86.7
1997/1996

93.6
94.1
93.1
98.1
98.2
98.0
90.8
91.6
90.1
1998/ 1997

95.3
95.9
94.8
100.0
100.0
100.1
92.4
93.4
91.5
1999 /1998

96.8
97.6
96.0
101.0
101.4
100.6
94.1
95.1
93.1
1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Table (3-4): Gross Enrollment Rate at the Secondary Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


46.0
43.0
48.8
50.8
46.9
54.6
43.3
40.9
45.6
1994 /1995

48.0
45.8
50.2
53.6
49.3
57.7
45.0
43.9
46.1
1996/1995

50.4
49.3
51.5
56.3
54.0
58.5
47.2
46.7
47.7
1997/1996

51.6
51.5
51.7
58.8
57.7
60.0
47.5
47.9
47.2
1998/ 1997

53.6
55.1
52.2
62.5
62.2
62.7
48.6
51.1
46.2
1999 /1998

56.9
59.6
54.3
65.6
66.4
64.9
51.9
55.6
48.3
1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

An overview of tables (3-6) and (3–7) indicates that the total enrollment rate at the basic education stage increases from one year to the next. It increased from 87.5% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 92.2% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. The net enrollment rate at the secondary education stage is constantly increasing. It increased from 33.9% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 44.5% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. Available data indicate that the net enrollment rate at the secondary education stage in the Gaza Strip is higher than in the West Bank.

From a gender viewpoint, the net enrollment rate at the secondary education level was higher among males than females until the scholastic year 1996/1997. The net enrollment rate amounted to 40.3% and 38.7% among males and females, respectively.  The net enrollment rate amounted to 47.3% and 41.8% among females and males respectively in the scholastic year 1999/2000. 
Table (3-5): Net enrollment Rate at the Basic Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


87.5
87.0
88.0
94.5
93.9
95.0
83.7
83.2
84.2
1994 /1995

86.9
86.8
87.0
95.4
95.2
95.6
82.2
82.2
82.3
1996/1995

87.9
88.1
87.7
97.0
97.2
96.8
82.9
83.0
82.7
1997/1996

89.8
90.1
89.6
95.2
95.2
95.1
86.5
87.0
86.2
1998/ 1997

90.9
91.3
90.6
95.8
95.6
96.0
87.9
88.6
87.2
1999 /1998

92.2
92.7
91.6
96.8
97.0
96.6
89.3
90.1
88.6
1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Table (3-6): Net Enrollment Rate at the Secondary Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


33.9
32.0
35.8
38.9
36.3
41.4
31.3
29.6
32.8
1994 /1995

37.0
36.4
37.7
40.6
38.0
43.2
35.0
35.5
34.6
1996/1995

39.5
38.7
40.3
43.8
42.1
45.5
37.2
36.9
37.4
1997/1996

40.2
40.3
40.0
46.3
46.3
46.4
36.7
36.9
36.5
1998/ 1997

42.0
44.0
40.2
47.8
49.5
46.2
38.9
40.9
36.9
1999 /1998

44.5
47.3
41.8
49.3
52.1
46.6
41.7
44.6
39.0
1999/2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Drop out Rate

The drop out rate at the basic education stage amounted to 1.8% among males and 1.4% among females in the scholastic year 1998/1999. At the secondary education stage, the drop-out rate amounted to 4.0% among males and 6.6% among females in the same year.
 It is worth noting that drop out rates for female students at the secondary education stage were higher than among male students during the period 1994/1995-1997/1998. This could be due to social factors such as early marriage among females or the unwillingness of the parents to have their daughters continue their education. Nevertheless, this tendency does not occur at the basic stage, in which drop out rates among males were higher than among females during the same period.
Table (3-7): Drop out Rate at the Basic Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


2.5
2.4
2.6
2.2
2.2
2.2
2.7
2.6
2.8
1994 /1995

2.4
2.4
2.4
2.3
2.6
1.9
2.5
2.2
2.8
1996/1995

1.9
1.6
2.1
1.5
1.3
1.6
2.1
1.8
2.5
1997/1996

1.8
1.5
2.0
1.3
1.0
1.5
2.1
1.8
2.4
1998/ 1997

1.6
1.4
1.8
1.0
0.8
1.1
2.0
1.7
2.3
1999 /1998

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Table (3-8): Drop out Rate at the Secondary Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


8.0
9.7
6.5
5.1
8.6
2.3
9.8
10.3
9.3
1994 /1995

7.0
8.1
6.0
4.5
5.9
3.3
8.6
9.5
7.8
1996/1995

5.8
7.9
3.9
3.4
6.0
1.2
7.4
9.2
5.8
1997/1996

6.2
8.3
4.3
3.8
6.0
1.7
7.9
9.8
6.1
1998/ 1997

5.3
6.6
4.0
1.8
2.5
1.3
7.8
9.4
6.1
1999 /1998

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Repetition Rate

An examination of the repetition rate in general indicates a decrease from one year to the next. An the basic education stage, the repetition rate amounted to 2.8% among males and 2.3% among females in the scholastic year 1998/1999. An the secondary education stage, the repetition rate amounted to 1.5% among males and 0.7% among females in the same scholastic year.

Table (3-9): Percentage of Repetition at the Basic Stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male
Total
Female
Male


4.7
4.4
5.0
6.8
6.1
7.5
3.4
3.3
3.5
1994 /1995

4.1
3.8
4.3
5.3
4.7
5.8
3.3
3.2
3.4
1996/1995

3.4
3.2
3.6
3.9
3.6
4.3
3.1
2.9
3.2
1997/1996

2.7
2.4
3.0
3.2
2.7
3.7
2.4
2.3
2.5
1998/ 1997

2.5
2.3
2.8
3.0
2.6
3.5
2.2
2.1
2.4
1999 /1998

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Table (3-10): Percentage of Repetition at the Secondary stage by Area and Gender for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1998/1999

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Total
Male
Female
Total
Male
Female
Total
Male
Female


3.5
1.3
5.4
5.9
1.3
9.6
2.0
1.3
2.6
1994/1995

2.4
1.1
3.5
3.0
0.6
4.9
2.0
1.5
2.5
1996/1995

2.4
1.2
3.5
2.0
0.4
3.4
2.7
1.8
3.5
1997/1996

0.9
0.7
1.2
0.8
0.4
1.2
1.0
0.9
1.1
1997/1998

1.1
0.7
1.5
0.6
0.2
1.0
1.4
1.0
1.9
1999 /1998

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Distribution of Teachers by Qualification

The percentage of male and female teachers with intermediate (associate) diploma decreased from 58.3% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 46.5% in the scholastic year 1999/2000. Likewise, the percentage of male and female teachers with the general secondary school certificate or lower decreased from 4.34% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 2.0 in the scholastic year 1999/2000. The percentage of male and female teachers who hold the first university degree mecreased, however, from 35.3% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 49.4% in the scholastic year 1999/2000.

Examining available data by gender indicates that male teachers at the basic and secondary education levels have higher academic qualifications than female teachers, although the difference between them may narrow from one year to another, see table (3–12). Female teachers at the basic and secondary education levels constitute 12.52% out of 37.4% of the total number of male and female teachers with higher academic qualifications (Bachelor degree and above) in the scholastic year 1994/1995. They constitute 44.8% out of 51.4% of the total number of male and female teachers with higher academic qualifications (Bachelor degree and above) in the scholastic year 1999/2000.

Table (3-11): Distribution of Teachers by Academic Qualification and Gender for the Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1999/2000

Basic and Secondary

Years
Secondary or 

Less
Associate 

Diploma
Bachelor 

Degree
Higher

 Diploma
MA and 

above


Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female
Male
Female

1994/1995
352
458
5410
5838
4463
2353
215
29
125
35

1996/1995
340
443
5722
6173
5182
3189
235
80
160
35

1997/1996
303
521
5868
6558
5992
3944
296
126
204
43

1997/1998
350
465
5809
6937
6890
4967
236
102
234
55

1998/1999
289
454
5702
7091
7591
5885
111
33
240
65

1999/2000
231
333
5562
7274
7402
6229
78
37
340
90

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

Average Number of Students Per Teacher 

The number of students per teacher varied by supervising authority and area. Available data indicate that the highest number was in the UNRWA schools, followed by governmental and private schools.
Table (3-12): Average Number of Students Per Teacher by Area and Supervising Authority for Scholastic Years 1994/1995-1999/2000

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Private *
UNRWA
Govern.
Private *
UNRWA
Govern.
Private *
UNRWA
Govern.


19.5
36.9
30.9
25.4
38.7
34.0
19.1
32.9
29.9
1994 /1995

18.6
37.5
30.4
22.7
39.1
34.0
18.3
33.7
29.2
1996/1995

18.1
37.9
29.2
20.5
39.5
32.4
17.9
33.9
28.0
1997/1996

18.2
38.7
28.3
19.6
40.8
31.4
18.1
33.4
27.2
1998/ 1997

18.6
39.4
28.5
20.5
41.5
31.4
18.4
34.0
27.4
1999 /1998

18.0
39.5
28.7
17.5
41.3
31.4
18.1
34.8
27.9
1999 /2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.

* These rates do not include kindergartens.
Class Density

The average class density varied from one year to another at the basic and secondary education stages during the scholastic years 1994/1995-1999/2000. In the scholastic year 1999/2000, the average class density amounted to 37.5 pupils at the basic education stage and 30.3 students at the secondary education stage. 
Table (3-13): Average Number of  Students Per Class by Area for Scholastic Years 1994 / 1995  - 1999 / 2000.

Palestinian Territory
Gaza Strip
West Bank
Scholastic Year

Second - ary Stage
Basic Stage
Kinder-garten
Second - ary Stage
Basic Stage
Kinder-garten
Second -ary Stage
Basic Stage
Kinder-garten


30.2
37.1
28.6
40.6
45.2
29.5
25.9
33.4
28.6
1994 /1995

30.4
37.5
28.5
40.5
45.6
26.1
26.1
33.6
28.6
1996/1995

30.2
37.3
28.9
39.2
45.3
29.9
25.9
33.4
28.3
1997/1996

29.8
37.2
27.9
39.7
45.9
28.5
25.5
33.1
27.5
1998/ 1997

30.2
37.2
27.1
40.4
45.4
28.0
25.5
33.2
26.8
1999 /1998

30.3
37.5
26.6
39.1
45.8
27.3
26.0
33.5
26.3
1999 /2000

Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Database of Education Indicators, 1994/1995-1999/2000.
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�  Educational reality indicators included in this chapter do not include data on the schools supervised by the Israeli Ministry of Education and the Israeli Municipality in that part of Jerusalem occupied by Israel in the 1967 War.


�   Excluding that part of Jerusalem occupied by Israel in the 1967 War
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