Chapter Two

Households and Individuals’ Characteristics

1.2 Introduction:

The most significant characteristics of the selected demographic, social, and economic aspects of the households included in the survey will be dealt with in this chapter. It also presents a brief summary on each of the following features: Population’s age and sex structure, household structure, educational attainment and enrollment, dwelling characteristics, age structure and educational attainment of eligible women and their labor force status, and selected background characteristics for childern under five years and those aged 5-17 years.

2.2 Population’s characteristics:

The demographic and social data of all individuals usually reside in the Palestinian Territory on regular basis were collected in the health survey-2000.  The most prominent demographic and social characteristics were as follows:

1.2.2 Population’s age and sex structure:

Table (2.1) below examines the percentage distribution of the individuals included in the survey according to sex and age.  The type of age distribution of the Palestinian Territory is similar to that of the countries of high fertility and mortality rates, henceforth; the percentage of individuals below the age of fifteen is high at 47%, whereas, the percentage of elderly people stands at a low rate of 3.4%.  Additionally, the figures are close to those of 1996 at 46% and 4% respectively, which indicates that the Palestinian society is young and has a high fertility rate.

The population distribution by age according to various sources is presented in table (2.2).  It shows that the Median age of the population remained fixed at 16.0 years for 1995, 1997, and 2000.  Moreover, the percentage of population included in the wide age groups remained almost the same during 1995, 1997, and 2000: For instance, the percentage of individuals whose age is below 15 years was 46.5% in 1995 and 46.9% in 2000.  This means that fertility rates are still high, however, the percentage of individuals over 64 years of age was the same for both years at 3.4%.       

Dependency rates are on the rise; however they are relatively unchanging in the 15-64 years’ age group.  Furthermore, the sex ratio (males\females) of the Palestinian Territory is 102; with a high figure of 103.5 among those below 15 years of age and a low figure in the 65+ age group at 78.6 and 102.3 in the 15-64 years’ age group.

Figure 2.1:  Population pyramid in the Palestinian Territory.  Projected mid year 2000
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  Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2001.  The data base of the Health Surey-2000.  Ramallah- Palestine.
Table 2.1: Percentage distribution of persons by age, sex, and region (April, 2000)

	Age Groups
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory

	
	Males
	Females
	Total
	Males
	Females
	Total
	Males
	Females
	Total

	0-4
	17.9
	17.6
	17.8
	20.0
	19.7
	19.8
	18.7
	18.4
	18.5

	5-9
	14.9
	14.7
	14.8
	16.9
	16.8
	16.9
	15.6
	15.5
	15.6

	10-14
	12.4
	12.2
	12.3
	13.7
	13.4
	13.5
	12.9
	12.6
	12.8

	15-19
	10.5
	10.1
	10.3
	10.7
	10.4
	10.5
	10.5
	10.2
	10.4

	20-24
	9.1
	8.8
	9.0
	8.5
	8.5
	8.5
	8.9
	8.7
	8.8

	25-29
	7.9
	7.8
	7.8
	6.7
	6.7
	6.7
	7.5
	7.4
	7.4

	30-34
	6.7
	6.5
	6.6
	5.7
	5.5
	5.6
	6.3
	6.1
	6.2

	35-39
	5.5
	5.2
	5.4
	5.0
	4.5
	4.8
	5.3
	5.0
	5.1

	40-44
	4.1
	4.0
	4.0
	3.6
	3.4
	3.5
	3.9
	3.8
	3.8

	45-49
	2.8
	2.8
	2.8
	2.6
	2.7
	2.6
	2.7
	2.7
	2.7

	50-54
	2.1
	2.3
	2.2
	1.9
	2.1
	2.0
	2.0
	2.3
	2.1

	55-59
	1.6
	2.0
	1.8
	1.2
	1.6
	1.4
	1.5
	1.9
	1.7

	60-64
	1.4
	1.8
	1.6
	1.1
	1.5
	1.3
	1.3
	1.7
	1.5

	65-69
	1.0
	1.6
	1.3
	1.0
	1.1
	1.1
	1.0
	1.4
	1.2

	70-74
	0.9
	1.2
	1.0
	0.7
	1.1
	0.9
	0.8
	1.1
	1.0

	75-79
	0.7
	0.5
	0.6
	0.4
	0.5
	0.4
	0.6
	0.5
	0.6

	80-84
	0.3
	0.4
	0.4
	0.2
	0.3
	0.3
	0.3
	0.4
	0.3

	85+
	0.2
	0.4
	0.3
	0.1
	0.2
	0.2
	0.2
	0.3
	0.3

	Don’t know
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0

	No. of Persons
	1,007,009
	985,096
	1,992,105
	567,185
	558,000
	1,125,185
	1,574,194
	1,543,096
	3,117,290


Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000.  Health Survey-2000: Main Findings.  Ramallah-Palestine.
Table 2.2: Percentage distribution of population in the Palestinian Territory by age in 1995, 1997, and 2000

	Age
	Demographic Survey - 1995 *
	1997 Census **
	Health Survey - 2000

	Less than 15 years
	46.5
	47.0
	46.9

	15-64
	50.1
	49.5
	49.7

	65+
	3.4
	3.5
	3.4

	Total
	100
	100
	100

	Depndancy rate
	99.6
	102.0
	101.2

	Median age
	16.0
	16.0
	16.0


Sources: * Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1997.  The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza  Strip-Final Results.  Ramallah, Palestine.

** Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population, Housing, and Establishment Census -1997, Statistical Brief (Summary of Census Results).  Ramallah, Palestine.

2.3 Household structure:

According to Table (2.3) below, which reflects the distribution of the sample’s households by sex of head of household, number of persons, and region.  Two-thirds of the households reside in the West Bank and one third resides in Gaza Strip.  The table also includes the average household size, which is essential to identify crowded living conditions and their impact on the household’s environment, health, and economic conditions. 

Table 2.3: Percentage distribution of households by size, sex of head of household, and selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background Characteristics
	Region
	Type of Locality

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory
	Urban
	Rural
	Camps

	Head of Household
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male
	90.3
	93.0
	91.2
	91.6
	90.8
	90.3

	Female
	9.7
	7.0
	8.8
	8.4
	9.2
	9.7

	No. of Persons
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	4.3
	2.3
	3.7
	3.4
	4.3
	3.5

	2
	9.8
	8.5
	9.4
	9.7
	9.0
	8.8

	3
	9.8
	7.0
	8.9
	9.0
	9.5
	7.4

	4
	11.2
	8.5
	10.3
	10.8
	10.2
	8.6

	5
	13.8
	8.8
	12.2
	13.4
	12.1
	7.8

	6
	14.2
	11.8
	13.5
	14.6
	12.0
	12.3

	7
	12.2
	12.5
	12.3
	11.7
	13.4
	12.1

	8
	8.8
	11.3
	9.6
	8.9
	9.3
	12.9

	9
	6.4
	8.4
	7.0
	6.4
	7.3
	9.1

	10+
	9.5
	20.9
	13.1
	12.1
	12.9
	17.5

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100

	Average household size
	5.7
	6.9
	6.1
	6.0
	6.0
	6.7

	Distribution of households by place of residence
	67.8
	32.2
	100.0
	55.7
	29.7
	14.6


The average household size in the Palestinian Territory in 2000 was 6.1 with 5.7 for the West Bank and 6.9 in Gaza Strip. However, when we examine this average, we discover that it is slightly higher in refugee camps than urban and rural areas at 6.7, 6.0, and 6.0 respectively. Furthermore, the 2000 figure indicates a small drop in the average size of the household, which was 7 persons in 1995 (6.6 in the West Bank and 7.8 in Gaza Strip)
.

20.1% of the Palestinian households consist of more than nine members which has negative socioecnomic and health impact on the households.

Females head 8.8% of households (see table 2.3) with higher percentage (9.7%) in refugee camps and the West Bank, on the other hand, the figures for Gaza Strip, and urban areas decreases at 7.0%, 8.4%,respectively, while it was 9.2% in the rural areas.  The importance of such indicator rise from the fact that the sex of the head of the household affect the socioeconomic conditions of the houshold especially if the women were unemployed, since these households constitute mainly of a mother and children, or a mother without children, or a female who has never been married before. The comparison between the current figures with those of 1995 reflects a slight increase since they were 7.7% for the Palestinian Territory including 8.3% for the West Bank and 6.4% for Gaza Strip.
 

2.3.1 Type of household:

The distribution of households in the Palestinian Territory by type is shown in table (2.4). Noticeably, the percentage of nuclear families is 77.5% whereas the percentage of extended families is 18.6%. However, the data of the Demographic Survey of 1995 and the 1997 Census indicate that nuclear families stood at 69.4% and 73.2% respectively, whereas the percentages of extended families were 27.6% in 1995 and 23.0% in 1997. This means that the rate of nuclear families is on the rise. Henceforth, a need rises for more services such as housing units, and care for old citizens. 

Table 2.4: Households by type and region in 1995, 1997, and 2000

	Type of household and the year
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory

	1995*
	
	
	

	One person family
	3.1
	1.9
	2.8

	Nuclear family
	72.2
	62.7
	69.4

	Extended family
	24.4
	35.3
	27.6

	Composite family
	0.3
	0.1
	0.2

	Total
	100
	100
	100

	1997**
	
	
	

	One person family
	3.7
	2.6
	3.3

	Nuclear family
	74.0
	71.8
	73.2

	Extended family
	21.7
	25.3
	23.0

	Composite family
	0.6
	0.3
	0.5

	Total
	100
	100
	100

	2000
	
	
	

	One person family
	4.3
	2.3
	3.7

	Nuclear family
	79.0
	74.3
	77.5

	Extended family
	16.5
	23.0
	18.6

	Composite family
	0.2
	0.4
	0.2

	Total
	100
	100
	100


Sources: * Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,1997.  The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip-Final Results.  Ramallah, Palestine.

** Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,1999.  Population, Housing, and Establishment Census-1997, Statistical Prief. Ramallah, Palestine.

2.4 Education:

Education is essential when it comes to family planning, reproduction, child’s care and healthcare, and other related socioeconomic and health indicators.

2.4.1 Literacy:

There are information about the highest educational achievements of people aged five years and over included in the Health Survey - 2000.  Table (2.5) shows literacy rates among those aged 15 years and over, which stands at 89.2% with outstanding differences between males at 94.4% and females at 83.9%.  Early marriage among females and the economic hardship could be the main factors of such variation. However, literacy rates are high in urban areas but low in rural areas. Table (2.5) shows that illiteracy rates are wider among old citizens.

Table 2.5: Percentage of persons aged 15 years and over who are literate by selected 

background characteristics and sex

	Background Characteristics
	Males
	Females
	Total

	
	Literate
	Number
	Literate
	Number
	Literate
	Number

	Age

	15-24
	97.8
	306,057
	98.7
	291,971
	 98.2
	598,028

	25-34
	98.0
	217,379
	96.0
	208,636
	97.0
	426,015

	35-44
	97.0
	144,502
	91.3
	135,235
	94.2
	279,737

	45-54
	95.4
	74,520
	74.1
	76,630
	84.6
	151,150

	55-64
	83.0
	43,409
	33.4
	55,067
	55.3
	98,476

	65+
	54.7
	45,318
	9.5
	57,656
	29.4
	102,974

	Type of locality

	Urban
	94.7
	456,746
	86.4
	452,987
	90.6
	909,733

	Rural
	93.8
	247,264
	79.2
	243,937
	86.5
	491,201

	camp
	94.4
	127,175
	84.2
	128,271
	89.2
	255,446

	Region

	Palestinian Territory
	94.4
	831,185
	83.9
	825,195
	89.2
	1,656,380

	West Bank
	94.7
	550,872
	83.6
	545,571
	89.2
	1,096,443

	Gaza Strip
	93.8
	280,313
	84.6
	279,624
	89.2
	559,937


2.4.2 Educational attainment for males: 

According to Table (2.6), which shows the educational attainment of males aged 10 years and over, 4.7% of males are illiterate whereas 18.6% of them can read and write only.  Also, a high percentage  (52.5%) of males did not obtain high school education while only 13.7% have completed high school. On the other hand, 10.5% of males have associated diploma or higher.  Data indicate that illiteracy is more in Gaza Strip and rural areas than that in the West Bank, urban areas, and camps, however, there are no variations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip’s figures in regard to the percentage of males with associated diplomas or higher than that.  Then again, the rates of associated diploma or higher is higher in the urban areas and camps than rural areas. 

Table 2.6: Percentage distribution of males aged 10 and over by educational attainment and selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Can read and write
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma and higher
	Total
	Number of males

	Age

	10-14
	0.9
	54.4
	44.3
	0.4
	-
	-
	100
	202,495

	15-19
	2.1
	4.6
	26.5
	57.9
	8.9
	0.0
	100
	166,201

	20-24
	2.3
	5.2
	18.0
	36.6
	29.4
	8.5
	100
	139,856

	25-29
	1.9
	6.5
	22.8
	30.5
	21.1
	17.2
	100
	117,742

	30-34
	2.0
	8.1
	23.7
	25.7
	21.9
	18.6
	100
	99,637

	35-39
	2.5
	10.0
	22.9
	23.3
	17.7
	23.6
	100
	82,939

	40-44
	3.7
	11.7
	27.2
	23.6
	11.8
	22.0
	100
	61,563

	45-49
	3.9
	11.8
	22.1
	25.0
	12.8
	24.4
	100
	42,769

	50-54
	5.5
	16.5
	20.1
	20.0
	17.7
	20.2
	100
	31,751

	55-59
	10.7
	21.2
	19.4
	14.3
	13.7
	20.7
	100
	23,390

	60-64
	24.4
	28.9
	18.0
	9.3
	8.3
	11.1
	100
	20,019

	65+
	45.3
	33.1
	13.8
	4.6
	1.3
	1.9
	100
	45,318

	Don’t know
	65.3
	34.7
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	100
	407

	Type of locality

	Urban
	4.5
	18.1
	26.6
	25.6
	14.4
	10.8
	100
	563,694

	Rural
	5.1
	19.6
	27.8
	26.5
	11.4
	9.6
	100
	310,203

	Camps
	4.7
	18.5
	24.5
	25.9
	15.4
	11.1
	100
	160,190

	Region

	Palestinian Territory
	4.7
	18.6
	26.6
	25.9
	13.7
	10.5
	100
	1,034,087

	West Bank
	4.5
	18.2
	27.4
	27.2
	12.3
	10.4
	100
	676,221

	Gaza Strip
	5.1
	19.5
	25.1
	23.4
	16.2
	10.7
	100
	357,866


2.4.3 Educational attainment for females:

Table (2.7) presents the educational attainment of females aged 10 and over.  The percentage of illiterate females, according to the table, is 13.2%, on the other hand, 18.2% of females can read and write.  Additionally, half of literate females obtained a level of schooling that is below high school and 19.3% completed their high school and beyond.  The table also shows that the percentage of illiterate women is high in the rural areas and the West Bank and that illiteracy increases with age as 95.8% of females aged 15-19 years have completed their elementary education or higher whereas 46.6% of those aged 50-54 years have similar educational attainment.  Moreover, the percentage of females who obtained associated diploma and higher is still generally low and that such educational level is higher among urban areas than in rural areas and camps.   It is also higher in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip.

Table 2.7: Percentage distribution of females aged 10 and over by educational attainment and selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Can read and write
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preparatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma and

 higher
	Don’t know
	Total
	Number

 of

 females

	Age

	10-14
	0.8
	55.4
	43.4
	0.4
	-
	-
	0.0
	100
	194,805

	15-19
	1.1
	3.0
	24.7
	58.3
	12.8
	0.0
	0.1
	100
	157,679

	20-24
	1.4
	6.3
	19.5
	33.9
	29.1
	9.8
	0.0
	100
	134,292

	25-29
	3.4
	7.6
	22.7
	33.4
	18.3
	14.6
	0.0
	100
	114,010

	30-34
	4.7
	11.2
	22.5
	26.4
	18.6
	16.6
	0.0
	100
	94,626

	35-39
	7.1
	11.7
	27.8
	25.1
	16.9
	11.4
	0.0
	100
	77,115

	40-44
	10.8
	18.6
	24.7
	23.1
	14.5
	8.3
	0.0
	100
	58,120

	45-49
	18.9
	15.6
	19.8
	23.8
	12.9
	9.0
	0.0
	100
	42,063

	50-54
	34.5
	18.9
	17.8
	10.1
	11.6
	7.1
	0.0
	100
	34,567

	55-59
	56.5
	18.7
	11.1
	6.3
	3.7
	3.7
	0.0
	100
	29,134

	60-64
	77.9
	13.9
	4.3
	2.0
	0.3
	1.6
	0.0
	100
	25,933

	65+
	90.4
	4.6
	3.6
	0.8
	0.3
	0.3
	0.0
	100
	57,655

	Don’t know
	60.0
	12.3
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	4.1
	23.6
	100
	741

	Type of locality

	Urban
	11.2
	17.2
	24.5
	25.3
	14.1
	7.7
	0.0
	100
	558,069

	Rural
	17.0
	20.2
	27.1
	22.8
	8.6
	4.3
	0.0
	100
	302,166

	Camp
	12.9
	17.6
	21.7
	25.1
	15.9
	6.8
	0.0
	100
	160,505

	Region 

	Palestinian Territory
	13.2
	18.2
	24.8
	24.5
	12.7
	6.6
	0.0
	100
	1,020,740

	The West Bank
	13.7
	18.6
	25.8
	24.8
	10.2
	6.9
	0.0
	100
	666,127

	Gaza Strip
	12.3
	17.3
	23.1
	23.9
	17.4
	5.9
	0.1
	100
	354,613


The percentage of illiterate females is three times higher than males, which indicates a great gap in the educational level of both sexes. And that there are more males with associated diploma or higher than females; however, the variations in the educational level is less prominent in the younger age groups. 

2.5 Enrollments rates:

According to Table (2.8), which presents the enrollment rates of both males and females aged 6 and more in accordance with sex and region, 41.5% are at school including 42.3% for males and 40.6% for females.  Furthermore, enrollment rates is higher in Gaza Strip than it is the case of the West Bank.

The data of the survey show a variation in enrollments rates between males and females, which increases among the 18 years of age and over at 9.3% for males and 6.7% for females; such variation is more inherent in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank.

Table 2.8: Enrollment rates by age, sex, and region, 2000

	Region and sex
	Age
	Total

	
	6-11
	12-14
	15-17
	18+
	

	Palestinian Territory
	95.3
	96.0
	74.0
	8.0
	41.5

	Males
	95.2
	95.1
	71.2
	9.3
	42.3

	Females
	95.4
	96.9
	76.9
	6.7
	40.6

	West Bank
	96.2
	95.9
	72.4
	7.1
	39.4

	Males
	96.1
	94.9
	68.1
	7.7
	39.8

	Females
	96.3
	97.0
	77.0
	6.4
	39.0

	Gaza Strip
	93.9
	96.1
	76.6
	9.9
	45.2

	Males
	93.9
	95.5
	76.6
	12.5
	47.0

	Females
	93.9
	96.7
	76.7
	7.3
	43.3


2.6 Dwelling characteristics:
The characteristics of dwelling has an impact on the health conditions of the household and reflects its economic status. The questionnaire of the Health Survey - 2000 embodied a few questions on the environmental conditions of the respondents relating to the dwelling characteristics such as the number of rooms, type of floor material, presence of safe source of drinking water, and sewage system. 

2.6.1  Type of  floor material:

Approximately 82.0% of residences have marble, ceramics, or tiles used in making their floors. The percentage rises in urban areas and in camps’ residences and drops in rural areas. Table (2.9) shows that 17.4% of households reside in dwellings where cement is used in the construction of their floors. The figures go higher in rural areas. On the other hand, 0.7% of households live in dwellings where sand, soil, wood, or other materials are making their floors. 

2.6.2 Number of rooms:

Table (2.9) also indicates that 7.3% of households reside in a one-room house and 20.7% occupy 5 or more room houses.  The rate of persons per room is 2, but as it is evident, camps have a more prominent problem of crowded living conditions at a higher rate of 2.11 persons per room, which is higher than urban and rural areas at 1.9 and 2.0 respectively. 

2.6.3 Drinking water sources:

About 96.2% of Palestinian households have safe sources of drinking water (Indoor public system, outdoor public system, piped and unpiped well).  The percentage is higher in Gaza Strip, urban areas, and refugee camps than in the West Bank and the rural areas. Obviously, the majority of people use indoor public system and 2.4% use outdoor public system.  Moreover, 10.7% of households rely on piped and unpiped well. The percentage goes up in the West Bank and the rural areas. The rest use tanker truck, canals, and other sources to secure their supplies of drinking water. 
Table 2.9: Distribution of households by characteristics of dwelling, region, and type of locality, 2000

	Dwelling characteristics
	Region
	Type of locality

	
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip
	Palestinian Territory
	Urban
	Rural
	Camp

	Type of  floor material

	Soil/sand
	0.3
	1.1
	0.5
	0.7
	0.4
	0.2

	Wood
	0.1
	0.2
	0.1
	0.2
	0.1
	0.1

	Marble, ceramics, tiles
	81.9
	81.8
	81.9
	86.1
	73.3
	82.9

	Cement
	17.6
	16.9
	17.4
	13.0
	26.1
	16.7

	Others
	0.1
	0.0
	0.1
	0.0
	0.1
	0.1

	Number of rooms

	1
	8.0
	5.8
	7.3
	6.6
	8.4
	7.4

	2
	20.8
	13.1
	18.3
	17.5
	20.8
	16.7

	3
	31.1
	23.0
	28.5
	27.9
	29.3
	28.9

	4
	23.3
	29.1
	25.2
	25.4
	24.2
	26.4

	5+
	16.8
	29.0
	20.7
	22.6
	17.3
	20.6

	Housing density (person per room)
	1.98
	2.02
	1.99
	1.93
	2.04
	2.11

	Percentage distribution of households by source of drinking water

	Indoor puplic system
	79.6
	89.2
	83.1
	91.9
	63.3
	89.4

	Outdoor puplic system
	0.4
	6.1
	2.4
	2.0
	0.9
	7.0

	Piped well
	11.9
	2.6
	8.5
	3.5
	21.9
	1.0

	Unpiped well
	3.0
	0.7
	2.2
	0.9
	5.3
	0.6

	Tank
	3.8
	0.9
	2.7
	1.4
	6.0
	1.1

	Springs/ canals
	1.2
	0.0
	0.8
	0.0
	2.5
	0.2

	Other source
	0.1
	0.5
	0.3
	0.3
	0.1
	0.7

	Safe source of drinking water*
	94.9
	98.6
	96.2
	98.3
	91.4
	98.0

	Sewers system

	Public sewers system
	36.5
	59.3
	43.9
	56.4
	6.8
	71.2

	Cesspit
	62.4
	40.6
	55.4
	43.0
	92.0
	28.2

	Others
	0.5
	0.0
	0.3
	0.2
	0.6
	0.4

	None
	0.6
	0.1
	0.4
	0.4
	0.6
	0.2

	Discharge of wastewater

	Modern bathroom
	25.4
	16.5
	22.2
	25.9
	19.3
	14.9

	Traditional toilet
	48.4
	45.8
	47.5
	39.1
	58.7
	55.1

	Both
	25.6
	37.6
	29.9
	34.6
	21.5
	29.9

	None
	0.6
	0.1
	0.4
	0.4
	0.5
	0.1


* Includes: Indoor public system, outdoor public system, piped and unpiped well. 

2.6.4 Sewers system:          

According to results, 99.6% of households have a way to discharge their wastewater and that 22.2% have flush toilets whereas about half of the households still use traditional toilets.  Table (2.9) shows that 43.9% of the households are connected to the public sewers system.  The table also shows differences in such connection according to type of locality where they increase in urban areas and refugee camps and drop in rural areas. This fact, however, does not mean that refugee camps enjoy utmost sewers system conditions since most sewers there are open. Moreover, 92.0% of rural households discharge their wastewater into cesspits.

2.7 Background characteristics of interviewed eligible women: 

Table (2.10) presents the distribution of interviewed ever-married women within the age group of 15-49 years by selected background characteristics like their age, region, education, type of locality, and social status. Results show that less than half of them are under 30 years of age and that about one fifth of them are 40 years or over. The Table also indicates that most of the eligible women are married and that the percentage of the widows and the divorced is the same and stands at 2.1% for both statuses. 

Table 2.10: Percentage distribution of interviewed eligible women aged 15-49 years by selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Percentage

	Region

	West Bank
	64.7

	Gaza Strip
	35.3

	Type of locality

	Urban
	55.8

	Rural
	28.4

	Refugee camps
	15.8

	Age

	15-19
	6.6

	20-24
	18.3

	25-29
	20.8

	30-34
	18.7

	35-39
	15.1

	40-44
	11.8

	45-49
	8.7

	Maritall status

	Married
	95.8

	Divorced
	2.1

	Widowed
	2.1

	Educational attainment

	None
	15.7

	Elementary
	25.1

	Preperatory
	32.5

	Secondary and above
	26.7

	Number of women
	440,606


2.7.1 Variations in the educational level:

Table (2.11) exhibits the percentage distribution of interviewed eligible women according to their highest level of education by age, type of locality, and region.  The Table also shows that educational attainment decrease with age, for instance, 0.4% of illiterate women are in the age group of 15-19 years whereas it is 18.9% among those aged 45-49 years.   Illiteracy is high among rural and West Bank womens.  However, the percentage of females with associated diploma and higher degrees in the age group 30-34 years is twice that of those aged 40-44 years. 

Table 2.11: Percentage distribution of interviewed eligible women aged 15-49 by educational attainment and selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Can read and write
	Literate
	Elementary
	Preperatory
	Secondary
	Associated diploma

 and 

higher
	Don’t know
	Total
	Number of Women

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	0.4
	4.5
	28.4
	54.0
	12.0
	0.2
	0.5
	100
	28,967

	20-24
	0.8
	5.6
	24.8
	41.8
	21.4
	5.6
	0.0
	100
	80,644

	25-29
	2.4
	7.0
	24.5
	36.2
	17.9
	12.0
	0.0
	100
	91,702

	30-34
	4.6
	11.3
	23.5
	27.2
	19.2
	14.2
	0.0
	100
	82,502

	35-39
	6.5
	12.7
	28.7
	25.3
	17.5
	9.3
	0.0
	100
	66,637

	40-44
	9.8
	19.1
	26.1
	23.4
	14.5
	7.1
	0.0
	100
	52,074

	45-49
	18.9
	15.8
	20.4
	23.5
	12.6
	8.8
	0.0
	100
	38,080

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	4.5
	8.9
	24.4
	32.8
	19.1
	10.2
	0.1
	100
	245,882

	Rural
	7.8
	14.6
	29.6
	29.8
	11.8
	6.4
	0.0
	100
	125,020

	Camp
	3.5
	8.4
	19.4
	36.1
	22.1
	10.5
	0.0
	100
	69,704

	Region 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	5.3
	10.4
	25.1
	32.5
	17.5
	9.2
	0.0
	100
	440,606

	West Bank
	5.8
	11.7
	27.2
	32.1
	13.8
	9.4
	0.0
	100
	285,094

	Gaza Strip
	4.3
	8.2
	21.1
	33.2
	24.3
	8.8
	0.1
	100
	155,512


The percentage of women who completed high school and beyond is higher in camps than that of urban and rural areas. It is also higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank.

2.8 Women’s labor force status:
Persons aged 10 year and over were asked questions about their labor force status during the week preceding the health survey - 2000.  Table (2.12) shows the percentage distribution of eligible women aged 15-49, who were interviewed, by labor force status, age, region, and type of locality.

Noticeably, women aged 15-49 years have low participation in the labor force at 7.4%.  The percentage rises among urban, West Bank, and those aged 40-44, while drops in rural areas and Gaza Strip.  Unfortunately, 91.2% of eiligible women are unemployed. 

Table 2.12: Percentage distribution of interviewed eligible women aged 15-49 years by labor force status and selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Employed
	Unemployed ever work 
	Never worked before
	Other
	Total
	Number of women

	Age 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15-19
	0.6
	0.0
	0.4
	99.0
	100
	28,967

	20-24
	4.3
	0.6
	0.5
	94.6
	100
	80,644

	25-29
	6.4
	1.5
	0.5
	91.6
	100
	91,702

	30-34
	8.6
	1.0
	0.7
	89.7
	100
	82,502

	35-39
	9.6
	1.7
	0.1
	88.6
	100
	66,637

	40-44
	11.2
	0.9
	0.3
	87.6
	100
	52,074

	45-49
	9.5
	0.7
	0.2
	89.6
	100
	38,080

	Type of locality
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	7.9
	1.1
	0.3
	90.7
	100
	245,882

	Rural
	6.2
	0.5
	0.1
	93.2
	100
	125,020

	Camp
	7.7
	1.9
	1.2
	89.2
	100
	69,704

	Region 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Palestinian Territory
	7.4
	1.0
	0.4
	91.2
	100
	440,606

	West Bank
	8.0
	0.6
	0.1
	91.3
	100
	285,094

	Gaza Strip
	6.1
	1.9
	1.0
	91.0
	100
	155,512


2.9 Eligible children aged 0-17 years interviewed in the sample:

The questionnaire, which was specifically allocated for children aged 0-17 years of the health survey-2000, requested information about education and child labor of those aged 5-17 years. Moreover, the questionnaire also collected data on birth registration, immunization, illnesses, ophthalmic health, and nutritional status of those under 5 years of age.  

2.9.1 Background characteristics of children under five years of age:

The percentage distribution of children below five in accordance with sex, region, type of locality, and other background characteristics is presented in table (2.13).  As the Table shows, the percentage of male children in this age group is slightly higher than that of female children at 50.9% and 49.1% respectively.  The results match those of the developing countries where the percentage of males below five is higher than females.  Additionally, there is a small variation in infants and children’s mortality rates by sex.  However, such variations do not have a major impact on the sex of children below five, as is the case at birth. 

According to results, two thirds of children under five years live in the West Bank (the rest live in Gaza Strip) and about half of the West Bank children live in urban areas.

Table 2.13: Percentage distribution of children under five years by selected background characteristics, 2000

	Background characteristics
	Percentage

	Sex

	Males
	50.9

	Females
	49.1

	Region

	West Bank
	61.3

	Gaza Strip
	38.7

	Type of locality

	Urban
	55.2

	Rural
	28.8

	Camp
	16.0

	Age in months

	Less than 6
	11.4

	6-11
	10.0

	12-23
	20.8

	24-35
	20.1

	36-47
	19.1

	48-59
	18.6

	Mothers’ educational attainment

	None
	12.8

	Elementary
	25.9

	Preperatory
	34.8

	Secondary and above
	26.5

	Total
	100

	Number of children
	577,350


The percentage of children aged 12-23 months is 20.8% whereas the percentage of children in the age group 24-35 months is 20.1% and it is 10.0% for those aged 6-11 months.  There were 6,179 children (eligible) to be included in the sample and 6,169 or 99.8% of them were interviewed.

2.9.2 Background characteristics of children aged 5-17 years:

Table (2.14) shows the percentage distribution of the sample’s children (5-17 years) according to selected background characteristics.  The table also shows that 44.8% of the children are aged 5-9 years and that the percentage of males and females are close (in the same age group).  47.6% of them live in camps and less than half live in rural and urban areas.  Furthermore, 23.1% of children are aged 10-12 years, 13.6% of them are aged 13-14 years, and 18.5% of them belong to the 15-17 years age group.

Table 2.14: Percentage distribution of children (5-17 years) by selected background characteristics, 2000
	Background characteristics
	Age
	Total
	Number of children

	
	5-9
	10-12
	13-14
	15-17
	
	

	Sex

	Males
	44.6
	22.9
	13.8
	18.7
	100
	551,955

	Females
	44.9
	23.4
	13.3
	18.4
	100
	531,362

	Region

	West Bank
	44.3
	22.9
	13.8
	19.0
	100
	667,468

	Gaza Strip
	45.6
	23.5
	13.1
	17.8
	100
	415,849

	Type of locality

	Urban
	44.2
	22.9
	13.6
	19.3
	100
	577,563

	Rural
	44.2
	23.5
	13.8
	18.5
	100
	324,676

	Camp
	47.6
	23.1
	12.9
	16.4
	100
	181,078

	Total
	44.8
	23.1
	13.6
	18.5
	100
	1,083,317


Excutive summary:

* 47.0% of the Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory are under fifteen years old and 3.4% of them are old citizens aged 65 years and over, which indicates that the Palestinian Territory has high fertility rates.

*  Two-thirds of households live in the West Bank and one-third live in Gaza Strip.

*  Palestinians households are large and 20.1% of them consist of more than 8 members.

* 8.8% of the households are headed by females and the percentage rises in the West Bank and the camps.

* Nuclear families constitute 77.5% of the Palestinian Territory’s families while extended families form 18.6%. composite families are 0.2% and one person families constitute 3.7%.

* 89.2% of persons aged 15 years and over are literate with significant variation between males and females at 94.4% and 83.9% respectively.

* Males and females’ illiteracy increases with age.

* Of the 6 years and over group, 41.5% are at school including 42.3% for males and 40.6% for females.  The percentages for Gaza Strip are higher than those of the West Bank.

* Housing density rate is 2; there are 2 persons per room in the Palestinian Territory, however, refugee camps have more crowded living conditions at 2.11, which high than rural areas, which stands at 2.04 and urban areas at 1.93 persons per room.

* 96.2% of Palestinian dwellings have safe sources of drinking water; the percentage goes up in Gaza Strip, urban areas, and camps but it drops in the West Bank and in the rural areas.

* 99.6% of households posses a certain method of discharging their wastewater and 44.0% of them are connected to public sewers system.

* 91.2% of women in the age group 15-49 years are unemployed.

* The percentage of male children under five years of age is slightly higher than that of females in the same age group and stands at 50.9% for males and 49.1% for females.  The figures match those of the developing countries where the sex ratio are 103.6 males for every 100 females.  







� Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics,1997.  The Demographic Survey in  the West Bank and Gaza Strip-Final Results, Ramallah, Palestine.


� Ibid. 
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