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Introduction

In the context of its policy to issue official Palestinian statistics essential for the comprehensive development of the Palestinian society in the various fields. This report constitutes another solid step towards setting up a national mechanism for  monitoring the performance and develop the conditions of childhood in Palestine through measurement of statistical indicators and pertinent changes and gaps throughout the years. In doing so, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics relied upon the Child Rights Convention endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989 and the Palestinian National Child Plan.

During the period from the outbreak of Al–Aqsa Intifada all Palestinian children living in Palestine exist within the system of Israeli occupation.  This is the primary basis of children’s violations within Palestine.  Children’s and adults’ most basic human rights including protection against discrimination and the protection of their civil and political rights are put in immediate jeopardy due to the nature of their existence under occupation.  The violations become more extensive and can be found permeate all aspects of their lives if one also takes into account the absence of protection of their rights to social, economic and cultural development. 

To this end, the basic objectives of this statistical report were formulated by defining a set of selected basic indicators on the Palestinian child reality in an attempt to develop a Palestinian vision on the reality of child in Palestine.
The report involves a set of selected basic indicators on child reality. These indicators make it possible to measure the reality of child status in accordance with the Child Rights Convention and the Palestinian National Child Plan. 

The various selected indicators addressed in this report include indicators on the social and economic reality; indicators on child health; indicators on the educational, cultural and recreational reality of the child; and indicators on children in need of special protection from the household and the society and potentials of providing this protection to vulnerable groups such as juveniles, orphans, employed children in addition to selected indicators discussing our children in the Intifada, as there is an urgent need to formulate a group of steps and programs to harness the impacts of these events on childhood.

This report mainly relies on PCBS survey publications, which might include broader, more detailed, and more elaborated information. Readers may refer to such publications, in addition to the data derived from the administrative records.

We hope this summary constitutes an effective and valuable tool that would enable beneficiaries to understand the reality of the Palestinian child and his\ her needs in order to able to draw a Palestinian vision and enhance levels of planning, coupled with developing constructive developmental programs that meet the needs of our children in Palestine.

1. Socio-Economic Reality:

· Population projections indicate that the number of de facto population in the Palestinian Territory in the end of 2001 amounted to 3.4 million (63.7% in the West Bank and 36.3% in Gaza Strip).

· The estimated number of males in the Palestinian Territory in the end of 2001 was 1.71 million males and 1.67 million females, respectively with a sex ratio of 102.2, as compared to 1.43 million males and 1.41 million females in the end of 1997 with a sex ratio of 101.9.

· The Palestinian society is considered a young society.     The percentage of Palestinian population aged less than 18 years in the end of 2001 amounted to 53.0% of the total de facto population in the Palestinian Territory, 50.9% males and 49.1% females. 

· The estimated number of males aged less than 18 years in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 913 thousands in the end of 2001 as compared to  881 thousands females, with a sex ratio of 103.6.

· In West Bank, the estimated number of males aged less than 18 years amounted to 560 thousands in the end of 2001 as compared to 539 thousands females, with a sex ratio of     103.9.

· In Gaza Strip, the estimated number of males aged less than 18 years old amounted to 353 thousands as compared to 342 thousands females, with a sex ratio of 103.2.

· The total fertility rate in 1999 in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 5.9 births distributed by 5.5 births in the West Bank and 6.8 births in Gaza Strip as compared to 6.1 births in the Palestinian Territory in 1997.
· The percentage of  females  participation in the total fertility rate for the age group 15–19 years dropped from 9.4 % in 1995 to 6.5% in 1999.

· Data obtained show that the early marriage phenomenon is prevailing especially among females. Median age at first marriage amounted to 19.0 years for females and 24.2 years for males in 2001, and 18.0 years for females and 23.0 years for males in 1997. 

· In the year 1995 there was 7.7% of the Palestinian households are headed by females compared to 10.1% in the year 2001 (i.e. an increase of 31.2%).
· The percentage of child refugees below 18 years of age amounted to 42.4% of the de facto Palestinian children living in the Palestinian Territory, distributed by 39.0% in the West Bank and 61.0% in Gaza Strip. 

· The Palestinian society in Palestinian communities abroad is a young society. The percentage of individuals below 15 years of age amounts to 43%  in Jordan (1996), 38% in Syria (2000), 36% in Lebanon (2000) and 40%, in Iraq (1989).

·  The per capita GDP in the Palestinian Territory for 1999, was estimated by US$ 1,610, whereas it was estimated by US$ 1,838  in the Remaining West Bank , US$ 1,274 in Gaza Strip and  US$ 1,498 in Jerusalem.1
2. Health Reality: 
· Infant mortality rate dropped from 27.3 per 1,000 live births in the period 1990–1994 to 25.5 per 1,000 live births in the period 1995–1999.

· Under five-child mortality rate dropped from 33.2 per 1,000 live births in the period 1990–1994 to 28.7 per 1,000 live births in the period 1995–1999. 

· Respiratory Tract Infections constituted the major leading cause of under five-child mortality in the West Bank, the percentage of which amounted to 19.7% in 1999 as compared to 28.5% in 1996. The second leading cause of under five-child mortality in the West Bank is congenital anomalies, which accounts for 16.6% of total child mortalities in 1999 as compared to 12.6% in 1996. Under five-child mortality resulting from Road Traffic Accidents increased from 7.3% in 1996 to 11.7% in 1999.

· In 1999, Road Traffic Accidents and Cerebral Palsy constituted the major leading cause of child mortality in Gaza Strip, the percentage of which amounted to 12.5%, followed by congenital anomalies which accounted for 11.0% of the child mortality in the same year. Child mortality resulting from respiratory tract infections diseases dropped from 16.1% in 1996 to 6.2% in 1999.

· Congenital anomalies constituted the major leading cause of infants mortalities in the West Bank, the percentage of which amounted to 24.8% in 1999. In Gaza Strip, prematurely and Low birth weight constituted the major leading cause of  infant mortality which amounted to 23.8% in the same year. 

· There is still a clear gap between the coverage of Tuberculosis and Measles, Mumps and Rubella vaccines as compared to other vaccines, which amounted to 74.7% and 76.1%, respectively in 2000. Discrepancy still exists between the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the coverage of Tuberculosis, in particular.

· Coverage of polio vaccine increased from 95.7% in 1996 to 96.8% in 2000 whereas the Diphtherias, Pertusis and Tetanus vaccine coverage increased from 96.4% to 88.5% for the same period.

· 7.5% of children under five years suffered from stunting in 2000 as compared to 7.2% in 1996, (i.e. an increase by 4.2%).

· 97.2% of infants (last birth) received breastfeeding in 2000 as compared to 96.2% in 1996. The average breastfeeding period was 11.1 months in both years.

· Low coverage of tetanus vaccination rate, of which 27.5% of women delivered one year preceding health survey 2000 received tetanus vaccine as compared to 49.9% in 1996 health survey received the vaccine during the last two deliveries.
· 95.6% of women received Antenatal care in 2000 as compared to 94.6% in 1996, (i.e. an increase of 1.1%).
· 96.8% of deliveries were assisted by a qualified health care in 2000 as compared to 93% in 1996, (i.e. an increase of 4.09%).
· Women tendency to receive postnatal care is still low albeit the increase in the percentage of women who received postnatal care, which increased from 19.5% in 1996 to 26.3% in 2000. 
· There is an increase in primary health care centers supervised by the Ministry of Health including maternal and child health centers which increased from 209 centers in 1996 to 341 centers in 2000.
3. Educational Reality: 
· The number of children enrolled in kindergartens increased from 69,134 students in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 69,247 students in the scholastic year 2000/2001, the number of children in kindergartens increased by 0.1% for the period of 1995/1996-2000/2001. 

· The number of students enrolled in schools increased from 662,627 students in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 953,482 students in the scholastic year 2001/2002.  
· Gross enrollment rate for male students in the basic stage increased from 92% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 96% in the scholastic year 2000/2001.  
· Gross enrollment rate for female students in the basic stage increased from 91% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 98% in the scholastic year 2000/2001.  

· In year 2000 the literacy rate is 91.1% among individuals 10 years and over.

· In the scholastic year 2000/2001, the net enrollment rate in the basic stage was 91.7%, while it was 44.0% in secondary stage.

· The average number of students per teacher in the scholastic year 2000/2001 was 25.2 students in Kindergartens, while in schools it was 27.9 students per teacher.
· Repetition rate in the basic stage dropped from 4.7% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 2.3% in the scholastic year 1999/2000.  This rate dropped from 5.0% to 2.6% among males and from 4.4% to 2.0% among females for the same period. The dropped of that rate refers basically to administrative decision from Ministry of Education limited it by 5%as maximum.
· Drop–out rate in the basic stage dropped from 2.5% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 1.4% in the scholastic year 1999/2000.  This rate dropped from 2.6% to 1.7% among males and from 2.4% to 1.1% among females for the same period.
· In governmental schools, the average number of students per teacher  in the basic and secondary stages dropped from 30.4 in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 27.0 student per teacher in the scholastic year 2000/2001.
· In the private schools, the average number of students per teacher in the basic and secondary stages dropped from 18.6 in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 15.4 in the scholastic year 2000/2001.
· In UNRWA schools, the average number of student per teacher in the basic and secondary stages dropped from 37.5 student per teacher in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 37.2 student per teacher in the scholastic year 2000/2001.
4. Cultural and Recreational Reality: 

· 48% of the Palestinian children daily activities spends on personal and self-care activities, 20% of the daily activities in education, 12% in social and cultural activities, 11% in mass media, and 5% in household and housekeeping activities. 
· 92% of children in the age group 10–17 years use mass media, 88% practice social and cultural activities, 66% practice education related activities.

· 44% of children in the age group 10–17 years wanted to practice (but have not practiced) cultural activities during their free time. 

· 44% of children reported that the main reason for not practicing such activities is basically due to the unavailability of cultural institutions, 26% reported that having no enough time, 10% reported that not having enough money is the main reason for not practicing such activities, 5% of children in this age group reported that the main reason is lack of information, and 4% of those children attributed not practicing any cultural related activities to lack of personal motivation, and 3% of children in this age group reported that the main reason for not practicing such activities is basically due to transportation difficulties.

· The number of child libraries in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 57 libraries in 1998, compared to 61 libraries in 2000, distributed by40 in West Bank and 21 in Gaza Strip.

· The percentage of kindergartens allocating a room for a library increased from 7% in the scholastic year 1996/1997 to 8.6% in the scholastic year 2000/2001.

· The average number of books per student in governmental schools in Gaza Strip amounted to 0.8 books per student as compared to 3.3 per student in governmental schools in the West Bank in the scholastic year 1996/1997.

· 88.7% of children below 18 years of age reported that their households did not own personal computer in 2000. 

· 23.0% of children in the age group 6–17 years use the computer, mostly for entertainment and recreational purposes.

· 6.9% of children below 18 years of age reported that their households did not own T.V in 2000.

· TV Programs directed for children presented by the Palestinian Broadcast Corporation, whether educational cultural or cartoons, are limited to 6% of the total broadcasting hours, which is around 3,877 hours, in 1999.  

· Radio Programs directed for children presented by the Palestinian Broadcast Corporation, whether educational cultural or cartoons, are limited to 1.0% of the total broadcasting hours, which is around 6,944 hours, in 1999.  

· 94% of children in the age group 6–17 years watch TV programs as compared to 11.2% of children who watch videotapes programs. On the other hand, 31.7% of children in the age group 6–17 years listen to radio programs in 2000.

· 21.8% of children in the age group 6–17 years read newspapers as compared to 25.6% reading magazines in 2000.

· 68% of the Palestinian households adopt a quality control policy regarding the programs directed to children aged 10–17 years on a permanent basis. Moreover, 18% of the Palestinian households reported that they adopt such a quality control policy from time to time. On the other hand, 14% of the Palestinian households reported that they do not adopt such a quality control policy in 2000.

· 61% of the Palestinian households reported that they follow up the number of daily TV watching hours on a permanent basis. Moreover, 19% of the Palestinian households reported that they adopt such a policy from time to time. On the other hand, 20% of the Palestinian households reported that they do not follow up the number of daily child TV watching hours in 2000.

5. Children in Need of Special Protection:
Orphans

· Data provided indicated that 4.4% of the total number of children lives with one of the two parents.

· In 2000, the number of children living in orphanages was 1,951 Children, compared to 1,980 &1,714 Children for the years 1998 and 1999 respectively  .

· The number of orphanages increased by 4 orphanages, which made the total number of orphanages be 26 orphanages. The increase was concentrated in the West Bank. The number of orphanages in Gaza Strip remained on the level of 3 orphanages in 2000.

· In the period 1998-2000, the percentage of male children living in orphanages constituted 55% of the total number of children living in orphanages. In 1999, the percentage of female children living in orphanages constituted 55% of the total number of children living in orphanages.
· In 1999, around 3,817 children in need of special protection were treated by the Ministry of Social Affairs, which is one fold higher than the total number of treated children in 1998 and 2000. 
Juvenile Delinquents
· The total number of accused juvenile offenders  in the Palestinian Territory amounted to 5,486 in the period 1996-1999, compared to 1,054 in 2000, of which 476 were in the West Bank and 578 in Gaza Strip.

· Assaults on others constitute 35% of the total number of accusations against juvenile offenders in the Palestinian Territory. On the other hand, assaults on others property constitute 25.3%.

· It is noteworthy that female juvenile offenders constitute 2.5% of the total number of accused juvenile offenders, of which 1.1% are in the West Bank and 3.8% in the Gaza Strip.

· The majority of accused juvenile offenders belong to the age group of 16–18 years, which constitutes 58.5%  of the total number of accused juvenile offenders in the time this percentage was 55.2% in the period 1998-1999, compared to 32.0% among juvenile offenders  in the age group of 13-15 years, the juvenile offenders in the age group up to 12 years old constitute 9.5% . 
· The number of juvenile offenders residing in the Reformatory institutions of the Palestinian Territory reached 367 in 2000, (168 in West Bank and 199 in Gaza Strip). 
Child Labor (10-17 years)
· 33,297 children in the age group 10–17 years were classified inside labor force in 2000 (i.e. 5.5% of the total number of children in the same age group) as compared to 22,525 children in 2001 (i.e. 3.5% of the total number of children in the same age group).

· In 2000, the percentage of employed children in the age group 10–17 years amounted to 82.3% in 2000 compared to 65.7% in 2001. The percentage of children looking for and ready to work was 17.7% in 2000 as compared to 34.3% in 2001. 
· 27,404 children in 2000 were engaged in the labor market, (i.e. 4.5% of the total number of children in the age group 10–17 years) in 2000 as compared to 14,792 children in 2001, (i.e 2.3% of the total number of children in the same age group). 

· 73.2% of employed children (10-17 years) work for more than 6 hours a day in 2000, and decreased to 62.8% in 2001.

· The economic factor is among the decisive factors in child labor. Lack of financial resources causes the households to have their children engaged in the labor market to help in meeting the basic needs of the household. Moreover, there is a similarity between the labor activities of the fathers and the children in terms of low wage. 

· The percentage of unpaid females (10-17 years) family members increased from 74.4% in 2000 to 80.6% in 2001.
· The percentage of children employed in Israel and Israeli settlements fall from 13.7% in 2000 to 9.5% in 2001.

6. Our Children and the Intifada:

· During the period from the outbreak of Al–Aqsa Intifada to the 31/5/2002, the number of martyrs in the Palestinian Territory had amounted to 1,649 martyrs, of which 311 child martyrs (less than 18 years) .1 

· As for the percentage of martyrs in the age group 12–14 years, it amounted to 25.9% of the total child martyrs in the Palestinian Territory, distributed as 9.5% and 16.4% in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, respectively.

· Injuries among children aged less than 18 years amounted to 35.4% of the total number of injuries during the period 29/9/2000–25/4/2002.
· The mass majority of child injuries in the Palestinian Territory fall within the age group 10–17 years, which amounted to 23.5% whereas the percentage of injuries below 5 years of age amounted to 1.4% during the period 29/9/2000–25/4/2002 .

· The number of cumulative student martyrs until 16/3/2002 was 161 martyrs. 

· The number of wounded students during the period 29/9/2000–16/3/2002 amounted to 2,404 students.

· As for the distribution of wounded students by tools causing casualties, available data indicate that the mass majority was wounded by rubber–coated bullets (45.1% of total casualties) followed by metal bullets from light firearms (32.6% of total casualties). 

· The siege imposed by the Israeli occupation authorities during the period 29/9/2000–16/3/2002 has caused interruptions in the educational process in many schools due to the inability of considerable numbers of students to reach their schools and basically due to the inability of teachers to reach schools because of the checkpoints and closure of roads for a period of consecutive 80 days. Lack of teacher varied between 10% to 90% of the total number of original teachers in every school.

· About 56 thousands Palestinians (1.7% of the total population at the end of 2001) changed their place of residence due to the current crisis, of them, 53% were children.

· About 0.7% of the pregnancies ended with premature delivery and 3.6% of them ended with abortion.

· About 38% of the households reported that the main reason for not being able to access health services was due to unavailability of medications or unable to afford the cost of treatment, 23% for inability to reach the place of health services.

· The results revealed that 14% of total number of students 5-17 years (about 126,495 students) reported that their schools were exposed to Israeli attacks (closures of schools, bombarding, etc).  

· About 60% of students (about 542,123 students) were absent from their schools for at least one day with a median of absence of 10 days. About 2.4% of students (21,685) have changed their schools, and 4,518 students dropped out.

· As a response to what is heard, seen, or read in the media, the majority of households (98%) reported that at least one of the household members showed sadness signs, 95% showed angry signs, 94% felt insecure, 89% were frustrated, and 80% have the desire for revenge.

· About 10% of the surveyed individuals were exposed to Israeli assaults; thereof 35% females and 32% were children.  

· About 32% were injured by bullets, shells splinters, gas, including martyrs, of them 45% were females. The children represented 54% of the total number of those who were exposed to injuries.

· About 9.4% of injuries were in the head; of them 7% were children, 1.7% in the chest; of them 13% were children, 2.3% in the abdomen; of them 52% were children, and 18.8% in the limbs; of them 37% were children.

· Out of the total injured persons, 1.2% suffered from permanent disability, 3.6% suffered from temporary disability and 2.7% suffered from deformities.

· About 596,000 children (less than 18 years) showed crying signs, 788,000 children showed fear of loneness, 839,000 showed fear of darkness and 172,000 suffered from involuntary urination.
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1 Data mentioned above is primary and subject to change.


1 Data is subject  to change as a result of on going search, and reflects documented cases only, also it is expected that Israeli forces have concealed bodies of  martyrs,  especially in Jenin and Nablus city.
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