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Preface

In all societies, the youth represent an important social category as they enjoy strength and
vitality. They form an important source for prosperity, progress and development in the
society. Youth are considered to be the backbone, future and shield of a nation and its wealth.

Palestinian youth (10-24) years constitute a basic pillar in the society, as its size is relatively
stable (33% of society for several years to come), due to what it represents for the Palestinian
future. The utmost significance of this category of society (in its size, reality and challenges)
together with its being the most affected group to both the positive and negative phenomena
within society. Special care is required by policy planners and decision makers involved in
development and progress, to secure the comprehensive assimilation of this category into any
national programme for the purpose of rise and sustainable development. In compliance with
the policy of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics to publish Palestinian statistics and
avail statistical information to decision makers about demographic facts in Palestinian society,
the Bureau carried out several surveys on different categories of Palestinian society, one of
which is this survey on youth.

This survey is of important significance as it is the first national survey accomplished in the
Palestinian Territory. It provides detailed data on Palestinian youth in different fields (like
public health, reproductive health, education, labor, social and public life, time use,
entertainment activities and family relationships) on the national level and within the different
Palestinian areas. The data obtained will constitute a basic and important source to policy
makers and planners and to all those concerned with the youth sector at the governmental and
non-governmental sectors, and will enable them to design and promote developmental
programmes aiming to provide services to the youth according to reliable, and up-to-date
data.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to publish this analytical study
to provide a situation analysis of male and female youth based on the findings of the Youth
Survey 2003.

This report falls into five chapters in addition to the Introduction. Chapter One focuses on the
Parents attention towards whom should be directed. Chapter Two displays youth trends about
age of marriage and considerations in choosing partner. Chapter Three displays youth trends
about migration, the future, free time, and health status. Chapter Four deals with reproduction
indicators. Chapter Five deals with the cultural and educational indicators .

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics hopes that this report will enable planners and
decision makers to carry out their duties of caring and promoting the youth status in the
Palestinian Territory; and, enlighten decision and policy makers engaged in the
comprehensive national development process in the country.

October, 2004 Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.
President



Executive Summary

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has published the Palestinian statistical
data to decision makers on population facts in Palestinian society. Accordingly, it carried out
several surveys on different categories of the Palestinian society, one of which has been
designated to youth.

Different studies depend on different definitions of the age group of youth. Some associate
youth with the age group (10-24) years and others associate it with that of (12-24) years. In
this survey the age group (10-24) years has been endorsed as a target group to represent youth
in compliance with the topics dealt with.

The main objective of this survey is to provide statistical data on youth in the Palestinian
Territory. This survey is endowed with peculiar significance as the Palestinian people, of all
categories, undergoes a critical and sensitive phase, in its history. This survey is the first of
its kind in the Palestinian Territory. It provides detailed data on youth (knowledge and
Attitudes) in different social, economic and environmental fields of life.

e The youth expressed that the average age suitable for marriage is 24 years for males and
20 years for females.

e The results showed that 21.3% of females in Gaza strip use computer/Internet during their
free time compared with 12.8% in the West Bank; while 16.3% of males in Gaza strip use
computer/Internet during their free time compared with 10.0% in the West Bank.

e 22.9% of youth males in the Palestinian Territory desire to migrate, compared with 17.2%
for females.

*  59.7% of females watch TV compared with 56.2% for males, and the percentage for the
West bank females is higher than that of Gaza Strip females, 63.8% and 53.0%
respectively.

* Females have more knowledge about male puberty changes, 79.6% of females know at
least one of male puberty changes, compared with 72.2% of males know at least one of
females puberty changes.

e 48.0% of youth males and 46.6% of females have stated that they have sufficient Free
time, whereas 28.1% of youth males and 26.3% of females have consider it too much.
23.9% of males and 27.1% of females have stated that they have little free time.

*  49.3% of females preferred to choose partner by themselves compared with 68.0% for
males.

e 14.5% of youth smoke (Pipe, Hobble-Bubble, or Cigarettes); 2.3% of females and 26.1%
for the males, the percentage of smokers in the West Bank increased by 8.0% of those in
Gaza Strip. 33.9% of youth aged (20-24) years practice smoking compared with 13.7% in



age group 15-19, and 2.5% for those aged 12-14. While 1.2% of the youth aged 10-11
smoke.

92.0% of youth females have ever heard about AIDS compared with 93.9% for males,
whereas 25.7 of females and 26.1% of males have ever heard about Syphilis.

34.7% of youth females and 29.6% of males expressed their wish to participate in trips,
whereas 12.2% wish to make trips during their free time

76.6% of youth have spend their Free time at their home. (90.7% for females and 62.8%
for males).

Most of the Palestinian youth, 92.4 % of females and 89.6% of males have said they look
forward to the future with optimism and hope.

11.8% of Palestinian youth, in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, males and females, have
reported their exposure to physical violence. The younger they are, the more violence is
experienced against them.



