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Palestinian Centl Bureau of Statistics

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS)
conducted the Child Labour Survey between January
10, 2004 and March 4, 2004. The main objective of
collecting data on child labour is to provide basic
information on the size of Palestinian child labour,
which will provide a basis for the evaluation of macro-
economic policies in the Palestinian Territory.

Objectives of Child Labour Survey, 2004:

The main objectives of the survey are as follows:

1. To provide a statistical database on child labour in
the Palestinian Territory.

2. To estimate the size and prevalence of child labour.

3. To study the reasons behind the prevalence of child
labour and its impact on child development.

4. To provide information on child work conditions.

5. To determine the impact of child labour on the
basic child rights.

6. To perceive family and child perspectives on child
labour.

Sample and Methodology:

The survey was conducted during the period January —
March, 2004. The target population consists of all
Palestinian households that usually reside in the
Palestinian Territory and have at least one child aged
(5-17) years. The sample size is 10,334 households,
8,601 households of those interviewed have at least
one child.

Main Findings:

e Children aged 5-17 years in the Palestinian
Territory represent one third (34.9%) of the total
population of the Palestinian society.

Working children represent 3.1% of all children
aged 5-17 years (5.3% for males, 0.7% for
females).

The highest percentage of working children is in
rural areas, 4.6%, compared to 2.6% in urban areas
and 1.8% in refugee camps.

More than half of working children (56.2%) fall
into the category of child labour; 22,570 children
representing 1.7% of total children aged (5-17)
years fall in this category of children aged (5-11)
years who worked one hour either for pay (cash or
in-kind), or as unpaid family and domestic workers
during the reference period, in addition to children
aged (12-14) years who worked more than 14 hours
a week, or children who worked in unsafe
conditions or children aged (15-17) years who
worked more than 40 hours a week.

The majority of child labour is concentrated among
children under the age of 15 years (18,024
children), of which 9,155 are under the age of 12
years, and 8,869 are among those aged 12-14 year.
Two thirds (67.4%) of working children work as
unpaid family members, while 28.1% work as wage
employees for others.

46.1% of working children work in agriculture,
fishing and forestry, while 6.6% of working
children work in the construction sector.

More than half of working children who are
attending school (55.1%) are working on
agricultural land, raising animals and fishing.
Working children aged (5-9) years are mainly
concentrated on agricultural land (65.6%)

One third of working children not attending school
(35.2%) are concentrated outside factories and
construction workshops.

More than two thirds of children not attending
school (71.2%) work more than 34 hours per week.
7.6% of working children are exposed to injury or
chronic disease during their work.

Two thirds of children currently present in the
labour market (71.0%) work due to economic need.

Half of currently working children (51.4%) work to
assist in a household project, 19.6% work to
increase household income.

Two thirds of working children (69.4%) aged 5-9
years work to assist in a household project,
compared with 62.3% for those aged 10-14 years
and 35.9% for 15-17 years age group.

The results showed that the highest percentage of
working children (6.5%) belongs to households
with agricultural projects, compared to 4.3% for
households with other than agricultural projects and
1.4% for households without projects.

8.1% of children aged 5-17 years not attending
school are working.

46.1% of working children's parents prefer that
they concentrate only on their education, while
18.1% prefer that their children continue working
only and 8.5% prefer that their children study and
work at the same time.

More than half of working children (56.8%) wish to
continue studying while 17.6% reported that they
wish to work only. 16.3% of working children
wish to study and work at the same time, and
7.7% wish to study and work during the summer
holiday.

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
P. O. Box: 1647

Ramallah, Palestine

Tel: (972/970) 2 240-6340

Fax: (972/970) 2 240-6343

E-Mail : diwan@pcbs.gov.ps
Website: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps



