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The ideas presented in this document do not necessarily express PCBS’ official position.

The researchers depend on PCBS data and data from other sources. PCBS don’t share
any responsiblty for possible mistakes in the data used.

This study was prepared based on main findigs of the population, housing and
establishment census 1997 and don’t include the results of the projection prepared for the
following years.






Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishment Census-1997 are the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.

A project on Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of Census
Findings was lunched to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the process of strengthening the
development of planning process at various levels related to this field of work.

January, 2005 Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D
National Director of the Census
President of PCBS






Excutive Summary

Population:

The population in the Palestinian Territory (Reference is the night of 9-10/12/1997) amounted
to 2,895,683 distributed as 1,470,506 males and 1,425,177 females, where the sex ratio was
103.2 male per 100 female, and growth rate of population in the Palestinian Territory in 1997
is 3.97%.

65.3% of total population are 10 years or more in the Palestinian Territory in 1997 (67.0% is
in West Bank and 62.7% in Gaza Strip). The number of persons engaged (employed persons)
in the Palestinian Territory amont to 553,033 (age group 10 or more) from which 89.9% are
males and 10.2% are females, distributed as 68.1% in West Bank and 31.9% in Gaza Strip.

Persons engaged outside establishments:
Number of Persons Engaged:

Based on Population, Housing, and Establishment Census in 1997, the results showed that
the number of persons engaged (10 years or more) outside establishments in the Palestinian
Territory was 91,635 out of them 93.4% are males and 6.6% females. Distributed as 18.0% in
West Bank and 13.6% in Gaza Strip.

Demographic characteristics of employed persons outside establishments:

Relation with head of household: the results showed that 64.8% from the persons engaged
outside establishments are heads of households (97.6% are males and 2.4% females), the
results also showed that 27.6% are sons of heads of households (95.6% are males and 4.4%
females).

Marital status:

The results showed that 73.7% of the persons engaged were married (75.3% for males and
51.5% for females), wherease 22.3% of those persons are never married, (22.2% males and
23.9% females).

Age:
The resalts showed that 25.6% of persons engaged outside establishments in the Palestinian

Territory are less than 25 years old, 29.9% in age group (25-34), 18.9% in age group (35-44),
and 25.6% are equal or more than 45 years.

25.9% of persons engaged outside establishments in West Bank are less than 25 years (27.0%
for males and 14.5% for females), while 24.5% of the persons engaged in Gaza Strip are less
than 25 years old (24.6% for males and 12.9% for females).

Education:

The results indicate that 0.9% of the persons engaged outside establishments in the Palestinian
Territory attended one of the basic education classes (90.0% for males and 10.0% for
females) and 56.6% attended and left school (95.9% for males and 4.1% for females),
wherease 31.8% of the persons engaged graduated from one of the stages of basic education
(96.5% for males and 3.5% for females), wherase 10.7% never attended any basic education
(71.1% for males and 28.9% for females).



Refugee status:

The results showed that 68.6% of the persons engaged outside establishments were reported
as non refugee (67.9% are males and 78.5% are females), while 30.1% were reported as
registered refugee (30.9% are males and 19.3% females), and 1.3% were reported as non
registered refugee, (1.2% are males and 2.2% are females).

Economic characteristics of the employment outside establishments:

Employment status:

Persons engaged outside establishments in the Palestinian Territory were distributed by
employment status as:

4.8% as employer (4.9% are males and 3.3% are females).

38.1% as self-employed (38.8% are males and 27.1% are females).

48.1% as paid employee (50.1% are males and 20.3% are females).

8.9% as unpaid family member (6.0% are males and 49.2% are females).

Place of work:

74.4% of the persons engaged practice their job in the same governorate (73.4% for males and
88.7% for females), while 5.3% practice their job in other governorate (5.6% for males and
1.7% for females), and 18.1% practice their job in Israel (18.7% for males and 9.0% for
females),1.3% practice their job in Israeli settlements (1.4% for males and 0.5% for females)
and 0.9% practice their job abroad (0.9% for males and 0.1% for females).

Ecocomic activity:

The results showed that 38.8% of the persons engaged outside establishments in the
Palestinian Territory work in agricultural activities (35.1% are males and 89.9% are females),
35.9% work in construction activities (38.5% are males and 0.1% are females), 9.3% in
internal trade activites (9.8% are males and 2.3% are females),12.1% work in transport
activities (13.0% are males and 0.1% are females), 3.9% work in other economic activities
(3.6% are males and 7.6% are females).

Conditions of housing unit:
Ownership of housing unit:

The results showed that 82.7% of workers outside establishments own their housing unit,
(80.9% in West Bank and 87.5% in Gaza Strip), while 5.7% of them rent their housing units
as non furnished units (7.0% in West Bank and 2.3% in Gaza Strip).

Availability of durable goods for households:

The results showed that 16.7% of workers outside establishments in the Palestinian Territory
have private car (18.3% in West Bank and 12.7% are in Gaza Strip), 77.7% of them have
refrigerator (79.3% in West Bank and 73.4% in Gaza Strip), 68.8% of them have laundress
(69.0% in West Bank and 68.4% in Gaza Strip), 1.8% of them have personal computer (2.1%
in West Bank and 1.0% in Gaza Strip), while 9.3% have house library (10.9% in West Bank
and 5.2% in Gaza Strip).



Working conditions:
License:

The results of informal sector survey showed that 13.6% of workers outside establishments
have licenses to practice their work (14.5% for males and 3.9% for females) and disrtributed
as 13.1% in West Bank and 14.7% in Gaza Strip, 80.0% of them have licenses from
governmental institutions, 11.1% of them from municibalities and rural councils, and 6.3% of
them from trade unions.

Membership in unions:

The results of the survey showed that 32.8% of the persons engaged outside establishments

are members in at least one of Palestinian labor unions, while the rest are not members
(71.8% in West Bank and 61.8% in Gaza Strip.

Sources of capital:

The results showed that 63.5% of projects don’t need special capital by the persons engaged
outside establishments, while sources of capital for projects were distributed as:

25.1% from family saving, 6.3% from borrowing, 1.4% from inheritance, 1.8% from partners
and 2.0% don’t determine source of capital.

Learning the occupation:

The results of the informal sector survey 2003 showed that 64.8% of the persons engaged
outside establishments in Palestinian Territory don’t need special learning for obtaining
current occupations, 19.2% of them obtained their occupations through on job training by
houshold members, relatives, while 2.5% of persons who work outside establishments
obtained it through their academic education, and 11.9% had gained it from industrial schools
or training courses in fields of work.



