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Preface

The Population, Housng and Egablishments Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
deveoping relidble up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database.  The hedth
survey- 2000, and the youth survey -2003 are aso important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissmingtion, Andyss, and Traning for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available datidticd data in generd, and Census findings in particular, as well as ther potentid
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and andyss of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including andyticd, in-depth andyss, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Paestinian
society through strengthening the devel opment planning process a various levels.

April, 2005 L uay Shabaneh
President of PCBS



Executive Sammery

This dsudy whose title is "Requirements of Integraled and Sudtaindble Development
According to Statigticd Indicators’ consgs of four mgor topics, each is an independent
chepter within this sudy. The expodtion of these topicgs in harmony with the requirements
of sustainable development.

The sudy included some indicators of basc human development like demographic indicators,
population digtribution and population dendty and characteristics. This expostion amed a
measuring the human development. This took place through meesuring the index of human
devedopment in the Pdegtinian Teritory and through measuring the percentage of human

development that is related gender. This study aso points out the economic, socid and human
indicators of human development.

Through collecting and andlyzing data and comparing it with the data of other countries, this
sudy ams a increasing the awareness of policy and decison makers as wdl as planners and
non-governmental  organizations and urge them to adopt the question of development and
make them desgn sound plans for integrated sudtainable development in the Pdedinian
Territory and make these plans as top priorities to be achieved in order to meet the needs of
the society and secure adignified life for the Paegtinian citizen.

Indicator s of the Demographic Status:

1. The rate of populaion increase in the Paedtinian Territory is 3.97%, which is on of the
highest rates whether in Arab countries or in developing countries.

2. The per capita of the gross domestic product in the Palestinian Territory is 1,284 USD.
Pdestine has been classified as one of the countries that has alow per capita.

3. Birth rate in year 2000 amounted to 0.041 while total fertility rate in 1997 was 6.1 which
is one of the highest rates in the world. This increase in both birth and fertility rates have
to be sustained or increased for the following reasons:

I.  Theincreasein the birth rate will never be an obstacle in front of development
projects, on the contrary it will be a human developmentd force and active energy to
accelerate development in the times to come.
[1.  Becauseof theincrease of in the number of martyrs among the Palestinian people
which in turn requires compensation ingtead of those whom we logt.

[1l.  Because of theincrease in the number of Palestinian politica detainees of matrimony
age between 15 to 45. Mogt of them are sentenced for long periods which will prevent
them from getting married and having children while those who are married, their
fertility stopstill they are released.

The increase in the birth and fertility rates should be consdered as good developmenta
factors that dont form an obsacle before the sudtainable integrated development. The
problem in Pdedine lies in the fact that this increase is not paraleled by an increase in the
economic indicators which grantee a red sudanable deveopment in the society. Whereas
there is a high increase in the number of populaion, there is a decrease in the annua gross
nationa income rate; in 2002 this decrease was — 5.1%, there was dso a decrease in annua
domestic product rate that amounted to — 3.6%. In addition the decrease in the per capita of



the gross nationa product amounted to -8.2% and the annua development in the per capita of
the gross national income decreased by a percentage of -10.0%.

4. Death rate of newborn infants according to population statistics of the Central Palestinian

Statistics Bureau is 0.216 which is an acceptable percentage if compared with other
countries of the world.

5. The percentage of the urban population in the Paestinian Territory in 1997 was 53.1% of

the total number of the population. Thisis agood developmentd indicator that helpsin
designing acomprehensive developmenta vision. By this percentage, P estine surpasses
many Arab countries and fals behind many developed countries.

6. The average number of individuds living in one room is 2 persons. Of course this is a

high percentage.

7. The Pdedinian society is a young society according to age levels percentage of old

people above 65 is only 3.5%.

8. The findings show that 91% of Pdegtinian women got married below 24 years old. This

has amgjor role in the increase in the percentage of both birth rate and fertility.

9. The average number of the Pdedtinian family membersis 7 persons.
10. According to the above indicators, the average of human development percentage in

Pdegtine is 0.69, which places Pdestine among the average countries in thisfield.

11. The human development percent that is related to gender amounted to 0.66.

Economic Indicators

1.

The percentage of savings in the Pdedtinian territories compared to the gross domegtic
product increased from 9% to 15.2% during the period from 1995-2001 which shows a
remarkable progress and is consdered a good developmenta indicator. Investment in the
private sector increased from 84% of the total investment in 1997 to 100% in 2001/2001.
This means that there was no governmenta investment in 2001/2002 because of the
ingbility of the Pdedinian Authority to invest in the public sector for its low financid
eanings. The outlays of the Authority in tha period were limited to sdaries payments
and some operating outlays.

Investment in Pdedtine was influenced by the political status : some reports point out that
a large portion of the capitd was transferred aoroad; 2 hbillion USD were trandferred
abroad after the year 2000.

The percentage of the working force in 1995 was 21.3% which increased to be 23.5% in
2000 and decreased to 19% in 2002.

There is a forwarding increase in the externd debt that amounted to 83.8 million USD in
1995 and reached 732.7 million USD in 2000 and increased to be 997.5 million USD in
2001, while the highest percentage was 1.257 billion USD in 2003. This will have bad
impacts on development. This reflects an aggravating Stuaion since the rise in debt  has
negative effects when it is due of the interest related.

If calculated by current prices, the percentage of the external debt to the domestic product
has increased from 2.3% in 1995 to 16% in 2000 and 23.5% in 2001.

Inflation in the Paedtinian economy is directly influenced by inflation in lsradl because it
amog totaly dependant on the Isradi economy specidly in the floating currency and
goods and sarvices movement. An independent financid policy should be followed to
lower the high increase in prices.

(%) Bier Ziet University. Development Studies Program. Human Development Report. Palestine 2004, Human Devel opment

Indicators, the Statistical Appendix.



The economic Stuation in the Pdedinian Teritory is extremey difficult because of
lack of economic independence and escape of capitas abroad as wdl as the increase in
the percentage of externd debt and the rate of inflation. An economic comprehensive
devedlopment plan should be esablished through investing the domestic productive
sectors like agriculture and industry and encouraging individuals to invest their
savings in projects that bring profit back for them and for the community as a whole as
well as attracting investors from outside,

Social Indicators

1.

10.

Life expectancy in Pdedine is 70.8 years for maes and 74 for femades which forms a
good indicator that is better that al Arab countries and comes closer to advance
countries.

Infants desth rate in Paestine was 0.021 in 2001because of hedth services provided
to them, lie wise children below five years old degth rae is in progressve decrease; 28
children from each 1000. number of demise cases among mae children is higher that
the femdes 27 demise cases anong mdes while 21 cases among femdes. By this
percentage, Palestine surpasses many Arab countries and fdls behind many developed
countries. The percentage of children who are born while lacking weight in Pdestine
is 9% which is a high percentage.

95% of dedivery cases in Pdesiine are supervised by trained hedth specidids. This
has something to do with women education; whereas women education increases,
unsafe delivery cases decrease. The percentage of unsafe ddivery cases is only 1.5 %
among those who have high education.

The percentage of children who had  tuberculosis vaccine is 100% in Gaza Strip while
73% in the West Bank which is a low percentage tha requires more attention. The
percentage of children who had meades vaccine is 98% in Gaza Strip while 89% in
the West Bank. The high percentage of inoculated children in Gaza is due to the
contribution of the UNRWA who provide hedth care for children which needs to be
increased in the West Bank.

The percentage of doctors is very low: 1.5 doctors for 1000 persons. This indicator is
very low.

The percentage of literacy among teenagers and above was 86.1% in 1997. there is a
difference of 12.5% between males (92.2%) and femaes (79.7%). This means 20.3%
of femdes ae illiterate which results in sdentific, hedth, culturd and maritd
underdevel opment between females.

The percentage of teachers is 31 teachers for 1000 dudents. This is a low indicator if
compared with other countries.

The average number of individuds living in one room is 2 persons. The normd
percentageis 1 for each room.

The percentage of families that have access to clean secure water is 91% dthough the
word 'secure is debatable. This percentage becomes lower in the Pdegtinian rurd
aress . Gaza 83.1% while the West bank rurd areas 88.1%. this is a low percentage if
compared to other developed and Arab countries in which the percentage reaches
100%

The percentage of people who have sawage services is very low 31.9% in Pdedtine.
This leads people to use absorption holes or open sewage cands. Accordingly, this
human excrements penetrated the ground and reach the fresh water subterranean
reservoirs. As a result many people are infected with different diseases. This
percentage isthe lowest in dl Arab countries.



Human indicators

The percentage of women contributing to the Pdedtinian society is a low percentage
percentage of women in the Pdedinian parliament is 56% while their contribution in the
adminidrative and organizational activities was 29% in 2003, likewise the percentage of
women working in the professiona and technicd fields.

2-

3-

Women's portion of earned income is a low percentage 0.29 while men's percentage is
1.68% which means that maes percentage is Sx times like women's percentage of the
earned income.

The percentage of socia consolidation related to gender is 0.29 which indicated that there
is no absolute equdity between the two sexes in the fields of political, economic or
planning activities and decison making. There is no equa opportunities between the two
sexesaswdl no equilibrium in the roles of men and women in Pdedtine.

The percentage of poverty in Paestine was 23% in 1997: West bank 15.6% while Gaza
Strip 38.7%.

Poverty is spread more in the refugees camps whether in Gaza Strip or in the West Bank.
This percentage reached 13.8% in the camps of the West Bank while is was 41.7% in the
camps of Gaza Strip.

The rae of poverty is related to the sSze of the family. This rdation is a forwarding
reaion: if the dze of the family becomes larger, poverty increases. The highest rates of
poverty are those found in the family whose members are more than 10 persons. The
percentage of these families in Gaza grip is 49.7% while in the West Bank 22.9% with a
total percentage of 34.1% in the Pdegtinian Territory. Poverty is backwardly related to
the leve of education: if the level of education ishigh, poverty decreases.

Peace and normacy indicator in Pdestine is the worst if compared to Arab and world
countries . The percentage is (zero) because of the Isradi occupation and the aggressive
practices of the occupation against the Paestinians.

Trangparency indicator in the Pdedtinian Teritory is a very good one that has a
percentage of 93%. Palestine was classified in afourth rank after 18 Arab countries.



