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Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishments Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database. The health
survey- 2000 , and the youth survey -2003 are also important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of Census
Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of available
statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

June, 2005 Luay Shabaneh
President of PCBS



Executive Summary

Families in the Palestinian territory are divided into two types; private families
and collective families (living in collective housing). The final statistics of
population show that the total number of families in the Palestinian territory is
407,265 families, while the number of families in the Governorate of Jerusalem
(J1 area) is 40,552 families.

Most of families in the Palestinian territory are private families since collective
families form 0.01% only. Private families in the West Bank constitute 65.5% of
the total number of private families in the Palestinian territory while 35.5% is in
Gaza Strip.

The percentage of families in urban areas is 53.1% while those in rural areas are
31.4% and 15.5% live in refugee camps. The percentage of the number of
families to the percentage of population in the West Bank and in Gaza Strip is
almost equal which means that the average family size is similar for the two
population areas.

The general family density in the Palestinian territory in 1997 was 74.4
families/km?, while the population density in the Palestinian territory was 282.8
persons/kmz. Family density in Gaza Strip is 395.9 families/km? while it is less in
the West Bank (53.6 families/km?).

The result of the equation of percentage concentration of 37.1% was not ideal:
the distribution of families in the West Bank was higher than in Gaza Strip;
which was 24.6% to 17.7% respectively. Lawrence curve showed that the
distribution of families on the area is not equal since the curve goes far from the
ideal distribution line.

The percentage average of families’ distribution in population areas does not
differ greatly from some other world countries. The rank of urban families in the
Palestinian territory is in the middle of world countries, while 130 countries of
the world exceed the number of rural families in the Palestinian territory.

Four Palestinian governorates have the largest number of families. These are
Jerusalem (J1 & J2 areas), Hebron, Gaza and Nablus respectively. Half of
Palestinian families are in these governorates. The governorate of Jerusalem (J1
& J2) managed to improve demographically despite the annexation measures of
the Israeli government, as well as Israeli practices that aim at making Jerusalem a
Jewish city, such as confiscating land and identity cards of the Palestinians living
there.

The number of families in Palestine will increase from 407,265 in 1997 to
627,907 families in 2005. The increase is 54%; the average annual increase is
27,580 families, which equals 6.7% a year. The number of families in 2015 is
expected to be 936,755, which means that the percentage of increase will be
130% since 1997 or 2.3 times increase.

The mean of family size in Palestine is considered large if compared with other
countries. The average number of family members is 6 persons which might
increase or decrease during the period 1997 to 2003. It has never been less than
six members in a family, while the average family size in the industrial countries
is 3.7 and in developing countries is 5 members in a family.



The increase of family size is considered a reflection of the fertility rate and the
decrease in death rate, especially for children. The average family size differs
according to the area, growth, and governorate. The average number of family
members in Gaza Strip is 6.9 while it is 6.1 in the West Bank; the percentage
decrease is 11.6% less than Gaza Strip. The average family size in urban areas is
6.4 persons per family and in rural areas is 6.3 but it increases in the camps to 6.6
persons per family.

The percentage of large families in Palestine is high since families that consist of
7 members or more constitute 44.8%. The second largest group is the small
family (4 and less) which form 30.6%. The smallest group is for medium families
(5-6) which is 24.6%. This means that a large percent of the Palestinian society
prefer large families.

Results of the population census show that the core family is dominant in the
structure of Palestinian families since it represents 73.2%, while the extended
families are second with 23%. The single-individual family represents only 3.3%
of the total number of families. The compound families form only 0.5%.

The young generation base in the Palestinian territory is characterized by being
wide since it reached 45.8% in the ages of (0-14) in 2004. This percent is more
than it is in some developing and developed countries.

Males head most Palestinian families (91%) while females head 9% of
families. The latter percent is not considered high if compared with
neighboring countries. The average family size that is sustained by women is
4.1, and those sustained by men is 6.6 persons.

The highest percent for guardians’ average age in Palestine was from 30 to
39, which represent 32.3% of families. This means that one third of guardians

are young, while the age group of 40 to 49 constitutes 6.2 % and the age from
50-59 constitutes 2.7%. Therefore more than one third is young since 18-29
should be included as young. |

The type of family is the determined by the relationship between the guardian and
family members. The highest percent was of children (71.5%) while the
percentage of spouses was 16.6%; other percentages were very low which means
that core families is the dominate form.

In light of the census results, we find that the majority of women guardians are
widowed (65.8%), followed by unmarried (8.7%), and divorced (4.9%). The large
number of widowed women is attributed to the high number of martyrs among
married Palestinians.

The highest percentage of marriages in 2001 was among men of the ages between
20 and 29 (71.8%), while among women it was of the ages of less than 20
(57.2%). The average raw number of marriages in Palestine is tending to
decrease: it was 8.4 marriages out of 1000 in 1992, but only 7.5/1000 in 2001.
The decrease is 10.7%. The average age of marriage in Palestine in 2001 was
24.2 for males and 19 for females. The phenomenon of relatives’ marriages is a
social inherited practice that is widespread in the Palestinian community (48%).
The percentage of divorces in Palestine according to the average raw number of
divorces is 1.2 cases for 1000 families. It is worth mentioning that the percentage
of divorces occurring among young ages is the highest percentage of the total



number of divorces.

Census results showed that the percentage of single women among females of
pregnancy age is 35%, while those who are married are 62%. The rest either are
widows or divorced. There are also a high percentage of unmarried men in
Palestine.

The percentage of widows is 3.8% of the population and 7% of females while
0.6% of males are widowers.

We can conclude that families sustained by women that usually consist of a
woman and her children form 61% of families while the percent is only 1% for a
family consisting of a man and his children.

The general educational status affected families’ guardians since the percentage
of illiteracy among guardians of both genders is 15%, which is considered low if
compared with some other Arab and developing countries.

The percentage of working force in Palestine in 1997 was 43.5% of the total
population who are 15 years or above. This decreased to 40.4% in 2004. Women
contributed only 9.5% in 1997, and increased to 12.8% in 2003 and 13.4% in
2004. Unemployment curve during the period of 1995-2004 was high in general
with some differences from year to year. This figure reached 40% in 2003
because of the occupation practices represented by closure of access terminals.
33.7% of the total number of families in Palestine suffers a low standard of
living, while the moderate standard of living constitutes 44.7%, which is almost
half of the families, but the families of high standard of living constitute 21.6%
of families.

The percentage of poverty in Palestine was 35.5% in 2003, an increase of 43.7%
from 1998. The percentage of severe poverty is also increased to reach 24.3%
with an increase of 94.4% over figures in 1998. Some negative results of poverty
are forcing children to work to help their families. The children work force
represented 1.8% in 2000. Working children represents a real social problem
since it is a violation of children’s rights: they will be deprived from proper
education and good health conditions.

One fourth of Palestinian families have 1-2 rooms in their houses: 30.6% in the
West Bank and 20.4% in Gaza Strip. Families having 2 rooms or less suffer from
crowdedness in housing. The percentage of housing units in Palestine occupied
by one family is 96.5%: 98% in the West Bank and 93.5 in Gaza Strip. The
percentage occupied by two families or more is not equal.

The degree of crowdedness in the Palestinian territory in 1997 was 2 persons per
room; the average was higher in Gaza Strip where it was 2.1 persons/room while
it was 1.9 persons/room in the West Bank. Most Palestinian families are living in
their own housing units or belonging to one of the family members who live in
the unit. This represents 78.1% of the total number of families in Palestine
Census results show that 83.4% of Palestinian families have indoor water from a
public water network. Most families in Palestine have electricity in their houses.
The percentage in 1997 was 94.6%, which increased in 2003 to 99.1%, an
increase of 4.8%. The percentage of families served by sewage networks was one
third of the families in 1997; this increased to 45.8% in 2003.

Six factors affect the familial structure and familial environment according to the



raw data of the 1997 census of families and population. The total variation
explained by these six factors was 53.8%. This means 46.2% was left to other
factors. These six factors were: The basic needs of necessary commodities for the
family and owning a house, which explains 15.5%. The second factor was the
matrimonial, age, educational and economic characteristic of the individual and
this factor explains 11.9%. The third factor was the working and economic status
and it explains 10.3%. The fourth factor was the utilities and it explains 7.4%.
The fifth was fertility and new birth status; this explains 5.1%, and finally the
characteristics of the housing and the relation with the guardian, which explains
3.64%.



