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Important Notes

The ideas presented in this document do not necessarily express PCBS’ official
position.

The Researcher worked this study depending on data derived from the PCBS
databases and other resources. PCBS will not be responsible for any mistakes of these
data.

The detailed tables published in this report and addressing all essential characteristics
are related to final result of population actually enumerated in December 10-24/12/

1997 however , likewise ,the results do not include the estimates of not enumerated
population based on the post enumeration study.

Census concepts and methodology are available part one of census reports.
Calculation of percentages and rates excludes categories of not stated.

The reference date of population is December 9/10/1997.while the reference period
of indicators is the week preceding the enumeration date.

All tables and figures are related to Gaza and west bank Governorate , unless
otherwise was stated .

The calculation of rates and percentages is the responsibility of the researcher , and
the ideas presented in the report represent the researcher , and do not necessarily

express PCBS official position.

Preparation the study befor preparation the modified population projection —2005.



Preface

The Population, Housing and Establishments Census-1997 is the cornerstone of the efforts of
developing reliable up-to-date and comprehensive socioeconomic database. The health
survey- 2000 , and the youth survey -2003 are also important data sources.

PCBS is conducting Dissemination, Analysis, and Training for Effective Utilization of
Census Findings to enhance awareness among PNA, NGOs, and the private sector of
available statistical data in general, and Census findings in particular, as well as their potential
utilization and inter linkages with various socioeconomic conditions.

The outputs of the project cover the areas of dissemination, training and analysis of the
Census findings. This includes producing a series of user-oriented reports at different levels
of concern, including analytical, in-depth analysis, and summary reports, of which this report
comes as one of the products in this regard.

We hope that this project will contribute to improving the living standards of the Palestinian
society through strengthening the development planning process at various levels.

June, 2005 Luay Shabaneh
President of PCBS



Executive Summary

Study Objectives:

The study is regarded as an attempt to investigate the changes and attitudes of population
indicators relevant to the social and economic situations of the Palestinians in the Palestinian
Territory (the West Bank and Gaza Strip). It aims at discussing the population, economic and
social characteristics of the Palestinian society, and arriving at the strategic goal or the general
objectives of the population policies. In addition, it attempts to clarify the principles and
fundamentals of the population policy and how to integrate it into development plans.

Population information and National Planning:

The information concerning population in terms of size, growth, characteristics, living
standards, distribution and state natural resources is greatly important is formulating policies
and planning. Therefore, collecting and analyzing the population data represent a basic part of
the activities related to policies.

Organization of the study:

The study handled the importance of population policies, the consequences of overpopulation
data and importance in national planning. It also discussed the human research in the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip, the demographic characteristics of the Gaza and West Bank
population re-growth, population size, components of population growth, births, deaths,
migration, normal increase, size and population distribution, total and detailed fertility, and
social structure (urban, rural, camps). In addition, it discussed the health situation regarding
child and mother health indicators, family average work, period of residence, human health
resources, health specialty, future needs, housing sector, housing reserves and future needs,
the strategy for solving the housing problem and overpopulation in the Palestinian residential
areas. Moreover, it studied the social and economic structure, economic activities, labor
forces, properties of labor forces, unemployment, the future prospects and attitudes of labor
forces in the Palestinian Territory, standard of living, Palestinian family consumption and
expenditure indicators, characteristics of poverty in the Palestinian Territory, poverty and
family size. Finally, the study dealt with population and water, suggestions for population
policies and national planning and the detailed components for a program of population
development strategies.

Population policies importance in National Planning:

The information concerning population in terms of size, increase, properties, living standards,
distribution and state natural resources is greatly important in formulating policies for
planning. Therefore, collecting and analyzing data about population represent a basic part of
the activities related to policies.

Human Resources in the West Bank and Gaza:

* Population Size, Distribution and Growth Rates:
The total population of all Palestinians around the globe amounts to 9.3 million; 3.56 million
(38.2% of the Palestinians) of these reside in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

2.26 million of these are in the West Bank and 1.3 million are in Gaza. The refugees in Gaza
and the West Bank represent 42% in mid 2002 (Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2002).
The natural increase is estimated at 3.5% yearly; the family size average is 6.4. The urban
population rate in the Palestinian Territory is 53.2% according to the General Census of



Population, Housing and Construction 1997. The rural percentage of population is 30.9%, and
that for the camps is 15.9%. Those below 15 years old were 47% of the total population in
1997. Those above 65 years old are 3.5% of the total population in the Palestinian Territory.
The total number of households included in the census is 407, of which 73.2% represented
families and nuclear households, 23.0% are extended households, 3.3% are compound, and
0.5% one-person households. It is obvious that there is imbalance in the geographic
distribution of people between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank — as it is expected that the
population density in the Gaza Strip will reach 8,222 persons per km? in the year 2025 instead
of 2,734 km? in 1997. Thus, it is expected that the density in the Gaza Strip will triple its
current rate.

e Components of the Population Increase:

The population projections indicate that the population of the Palestinian Territory will reach
5.596 million in the year 2014 and 7.402 million in 2025. This expected increase is attributed
to the prospective return of refugees to their homes as one result of the peace process in the
area. It is postulated that half a million refugees will return in the period 1997-2010; and that
the net migration rate in the period 2011-2025 will be zero.

The expected reduction of the population increase in the period 2011-2025 is traced primarily
to the reduction in fertility rate. It is expected that the total fertility rate will decrease from
4.65 in 2010 to 3.06 births in 2025, and the death rate will reduce in the Palestinian Territory
due to the increase in health standards, adoption of health culture and the rise in the rate of
education.

Fertility:

Fertility rate is expected to decrease from 4.65 in 2010 to 3.06 in 2025 which leads to a
reduction in the birth rates in the coming years. The number of births will remain in a state of
increase in various rates in the years 1997-2025. A difference is expected between the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip Statistics indicate that total fertility rates in the Palestinian Territory
is estimated in 1998 at 5,94 births per women and that this rate will decrease over time to
reach 3.06 births in 2025.

Migration:

It was postulated that the return of 0.5 million individuals would take place in the period
1997-2010 whereas movement between cities and villages (internal migration) did not
constitute a noticeable phenomenon in the Palestinian society. It is expected that migration
will be a principal factor for the demographic future of the Palestinian Territory in the coming
period.

The Urban and Rural:

The highest urban population in the Palestinian governorates of Gaza Strip and the West Bank
was in Gaza Governorate where the urban population constitutes 81%, while the rural
population is 1.8%, and the camps 17.2%. Khanyounis governorate comes in second place
where the urban population is 69.6%, the rural is 12.8%, and those in camps are 17.6%. The
highest percentage of camp residents is in Deir Elbalah governorate where 65.6% of the total
population of the governorate resides in camps. Rafah governorate comes in second with
49.2% of the total population of the governorate in camps. The lowest percentage of camp
population is in Hebron governorate with 2.8% of the total population of the governorate
residing in camps.



Health:

The West Bank portion of the governmental and public beds was 988 (78.1%) of the total
number of public health beds of 1,264, and 21.9% of public health beds were in Gaza Strip.
The least number of specialists are digestive system specialists and Rheumatism. Although
one digestive system disease specialist and doctor is needed for every 200 thousand persons,
and one specialist doctor in endocrinology is needed for every 250 thousand persons, in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip there is a specialist physician for every 937 thousand persons. It is
expected that the West Bank needs 859 beds in the year 2005 and 1,317 beds in the year 2010.

Education:

Throughout the published data, it is clear that the number of students of the West Bank will
rise from 406,677, in the year 1999/2000 to 755,783 in the year 2009/2010 with 8.85%
percentage increase; the male student percentage increase is 75% and female student increase
is 72% in the same period. In the primary stage, the number of students will rise from 369,892
to 623,701 in the period from 1999/2000 to 2009/2010.

The percentage of male student increase will be 69.9% and of female students will be 67.4%
in the same primary stage. It is also obvious that the Palestinian Territory will need 1,641
teachers for the year 2005/2006: 1,092 teachers in the West Bank and 549 for the Gaza Strip
and the need for teachers will rise to 1,558 in the year 2009/2010, 990 of them in the West
Bank and 568 in the Gaza Strip.

Housing:
The present situation of housing is inadequate since the West Bank needs more than 32
thousand housing units to solve the present situation. In Gaza Strip, the situation is different:
there is need for approximately 10 thousand housing units to solve the present housing
deficiency.

Poverty:

The governments of south Gaza was the poorest in the Palestinian Territory with 41.4% in
poverty in 1998, despite the slight improvement in this percentage compared with the
previous 2 years when half the households of the southern Gaza Strip were below the poverty
line, followed by the middle of Gaza with 37.9%, and then the north of Gaza. The least in the
poverty cycle was Gaza city where the poverty rate was 25.9% in 1998. Jenin and Hebron
recorded the highest poverty rates in the West Bank with 20.50% and 20.46% respectively.
This percentage in Jerusalem was much less with 3.1% in the year 1998. It is worth
mentioning that excluding the Jerusalem results, there was a slight increase in poverty rates of
about 2%. Thus there was a rise in poverty rates in the West Bank from 14.5% to 16.3% in
1998. The data clarified that the camps are still the poorest among the population groups in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Population Policies:

The population changes cannot be considered except in the total context of continual
development that aims at improving the quality of life for people without causing any danger
to the coming generations for meeting their needs with sustainable resources, and assigning a
population strategy that derives its vitality from clarifying the social, economic,
environmental and political problems that result from the rapid population growth and its
unbalanced geographical distribution with bad population characteristics. Therefore the
population policies in the areas of the Palestinian National Authority derive from the necessity
of:



The agreement and harmony between the population increase and the growth
of exploiting and investing the economic, social and environmental resources
to achieve the requirements of long term development thorough guiding the
demographic behavior and its interaction with other development factors.

The balance of geographic distribution of population to achieve a better
interaction between the individual and the available national resources.
Dealing with the population factors relevant to poverty in an attempt to
narrow the poverty cycle and relieve its severity.

Limiting the negative practices of the birth processes particularly on mother
and child health.

Making available primary health care with emphasis on mother and child
health.

Superiority the type and welfare of family life.

Integrating the population factors in the developmental planning process.
Enhancing the social, economic and cultural situation of women.

Paying particular consideration to the issues of population and environment.
Including the concepts of population education in three academic curricula.
Integrating the basis of population projects and programs together with the
issues that directly touch people’s living.

Forming the National Council for Population and assigning it to follow up all
the issues of population for inclusion in development plans.



