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  ���� �	�
�  M�3  �   �� 5���&��@    ����@�&1�� ���@��� )PNA (�����'� ������    A
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6 F���� ��	

��D
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      �.��=��#�� ��2�� F���� �	1�� 2004   �
�6 !��1�� 5�) �     *
' �� A��� 2004 

��#9� ���' �&' 6,574 �. !��6 
           	� �&3
9��� �&���� #+� �!AB C
@+ � ��3�=�� �1	D��3,746     � ��3�=�� �1D�� �. !��6 2,053    !AB C
@+ �. !��6   .

 ����� �&3
9� *� #+�4,972 ����%�� �"1�� ��D !6��� )15�54 (� ����4,8396 59� V�1@  �' *
�
�'5�����  . 

   

         �&3
9� *� !A	B C
	@+ �	.� 1,885 ����%�� �"1�� �. !6��� )15�54( �&3
9� *� 
�� �2,033 �� 5+� *
�
�'6 51@ 
����� -�). 

• 60.1 %           � ���T 8�� ?
�� �#2� 
(�#� �.��� !AB C
@+ �. ��J� ��71.6 %     ��3��
3 �&2�� ��
�� �. W�%�
��2�� 0�2&� ��
%��. 

• 93.8 %��V
��2 ����H� !AB C
@+ �. #��.J� . 

• 27.1 % ������ #��.J� ��10 53
9� ���)#� ���R. ����� 0.8 %K
�Q�. 

•              ��
� 
(� V
��' ��9&��� !##�� >���R3 ��3
2� *(�R3 ��#
.6 ����� #��.J� �3��1.9 % � �7���&�2.3 % @=D�
� *#��0.8 % 8&9�� >���J�0.1%�
@��&� . 

• 43.0 %   � G
���� �	�        !��6 *�E�� �&��� ��#)��� !AB C
@+ �. 
��
� �
��A���  .    ���J� �&����� 8��&�� �3�%��
 ���#)��� �3�� �=&3 K�� 
'���16.2 % �3��3 8�3��� ��&�6.4.% 

• 33.3 %-��
����� *�%@� ��9&� F��&� �93
��� ����� 5�) 8
��I� �(� �3� ����&�� G
���� ��. 

• 97.2 %   ��� ���� ��#;��� ��            
��. �5���� G
��6 ���2 ��
'� *(�
(�6 �9&� F��&� �93
��� K���� ������� 5�)  
 �9&�29.5 %5
H� �#
� #� �&' !#;��� #%3 ���2 ��
'� �(��. 

• 99.1 %                 
���3 ���2 �
��H� �. ��� F���� �93� ���� K���� ������� 5�) ��� ���� ��#;��� �	�0.7 %
5A
���� �. ���. 

• 8.3 %����� �� �� 5+6 *(��A�6 #��2.5!#;��� #�' *=� . 
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D� ��%D� F��&� �93
��� K���� ������� 5�) ��#�� ����� #������� ��. 

• 15.0 %               �F��&� ��93
��� ��'�3�J� 5�) 5
(�I
3 �3
2Q� ��D�%� ���
)�� �� ��# 5
	1@J� �	�24.7 %
0
1��� ���
%� 5��
��3 �����' *(��. 



  

• 99.7 %     ��%�� �. 5
1@J� ��12�23         � �5��� *�%@� ��9&� *(�
+
@3 �&' C�@;� *�� V��(� 99.4%  �99.7 %
������� �&' 5&��� *�%@�� ������ �� ���
��� �'���� ��9&�. 

• 11.4 %     � ��
9�� �2+ �� ���
%� !AB C
@+ �. ���
)�� �� ��# 5
1@J� ��4.9 % �A��� �. S9� �� ���
%�
�1.8 % ���
%�5�A(�� ��. 
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�
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�
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���� �%�
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(��� NR��� #9. ��&�
���� �9�+#�� ��"
2�I� 

                *
' �.��=��#�� F���� 
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� ��.��=��#��� ���2�� Y����� �� �&�&� ��1�� ���@�&1�� G
2�Q� 7A�����1995 �
   ��2�� F�����1996    ��2�� F����� �2000             ������� ��#� �&' �
�
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� ����� �
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� H4.
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1@J�� G
��&� �2
)� �����@�&1&� ���2��� ��.��=��#�� C
D�J� S�)��3 F���� ��(� ���"��� 0#(�� ������

            1�� ������
3 �9&%���� ����H��� �� #�#%�� �&' �6�@ ���� ����=��� *�� �3+����     K�#�J� 5E �. �2
) ����@�&
��"��� 0&�)�3 ���@�&1�� 8%��� 
((���� ���� �
3�%2��� ���
���. 

  
6'�(
 �44��
� H�4�;�: 

1. 5
1@J�� G
���� �2
)� #��.L� ��2��� �.��=��#�� �+���� 5�� !�.����� �
�
�3�� !#'
+ K�#��. 
2.   ��.��       ���� ���
J� �. ��
B �
�
�3 !#'
+�6   
(�#)���        �. P���3�� ���@�� �
�
���� ������ ����(��� ����
3��

����@�&1�� �D��J�. 
3. ��.�� S"
2)�� �' �
�
�3 !#'
+ ��.��=��#�� ��'
���;�� ��#
2�+;���1&�)��� . 
4. ���1@��� ����J� ��
'�3 �+�%�� ��� ���2�� �
�#)�� P���3 *��9�. 
5.       �(�� �. �����9�� �%�
2� �
�
���� �%D�� �����        #
��';
3 ��&39����� P���3��� @@)�� �D� �� �1&�)��� �
"
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�.��� ���� P"
���� �&'. 
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@+ �9@�� �. ���
�J�  . ��@���  �F���� ��1��� @�@)� ���(�� ��� ���9��� �� �3���� 521�� ��@�� ��� �.
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�3�� !#�� ��� -�
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 � �.              ����#�� 5�� �� !AB C
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%��)8�@��(� 

  *(%� ��
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 &21���� 5
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(� �. 
(� ��#�%�� *
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��6 �� !#

*(��� �6 *(����#. 

��';� �$ 4��
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             #�#�3 �%�3@�� �&' 

#�#�� *�� ����� @"��)�� �&' !##���� ��.��=��� �9@���� �

   *�
%��� ��D��)    ����#� #�#�� ������� ���@� �C���� (    #�#' 5�' 5
�� �����

       �6 ���=2 
%��� ���� #+� �!#
' #���      ��3� ��
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%����� G
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������� ��#���� ##' �' �E��� >=3 �#' �9@�� ��3�'� #9. ������ !#��. 

49
� �	�&�: 

  !#�� �=2� �
 ���
%�         �'���� 

����� �&' �
�
�3�� ��� *�� ��.��=�    ���� �6 

(�&' 0�%��� 5(�� ��D�� 
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����#�� #�+. 
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%�� ����� �6 ���@�� ��� 7#H� 5)#� �� ���6

       26 !#%� ��B ������� !#���� ���� #+�         ��1�� �+� ������ �#�� 
(�6 ;� ���&� V�
                �6 �9&=� �6 
�(�&�� �6 5�%�� �6 ���&� ��#)��� ������� !#���� ���� #+� �F����

���
)  .F���� ��1�� �+� ���6 �6 !#��� !��R3 ���=�� ������� !#���� ���� #+�. 
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���� ����3�� 

  �� 5
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�
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 ��������R.��
��
� ��1�2�� :  
G�� ; :����# 5
H� 76 �&' 52
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3 ���2����    �� ��� �"3�
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)�� �&' #�1�� !�#9� ��D�� ��3
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. ����
%�� ��2�� ��E�� 0��%�� 
9.�
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#��� ���� �9��@��� �+��� �. 8
��I
3 �&%�� 
��. 8�
���� ���9��
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���� ���2�� �
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� �
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�
 !#;���       �6 #� �&' *�� ���� 3    8�#�� 
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�
���
� �
�*
��

�;� : 

!�
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+��� 0#(3 M��� ��9� �6 �*1�
3 @9� 
 �!��@)� ��#%������
(�� ��
+�&� *�%@� #
��� �
��I� C
@���  . 

3�9��
�: 

                7�"��� 5��� >�� �� ��
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1.3 :���9
� ��*
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���� ����    �=&3 V
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99.1 %                  �6� ����2 �
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 ����1 : ��	
��
�� ������
� ����
� ���
� ���� ���� ��� ���  �
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 "%��
� &����
�2004 

Table 1: Percentage Distribution of Households in Gaza Strip by Main Source of Drinking  
Water and Region, 2004 

 

Main Source of Drinking 
Water 

������� 

 

Total 

�� �	�
�� 
�� 

Central and 
South Gaza 


�� ���� 

Gaza North 
������ 
���� ���� ���� 

Public Water Network 58.2 59.3 57.1 ���� ���� ��	
 

Purchase from Water tankers 36.0 32.2 39.4 ���� ����
 ���
 

Domestic Cistern 1.9 2.3 1.5 ����� ��	 

Spring or Stream 0.1 0.2 0.0 �	� �� ��� 

Other Source 3.8 6.0 2.0 ��� ���� 

Total 100 100 100 ������� 

Number of Households (not  
weighted) 

2,053 912 1,141 ��� �	��) ����� ���( 

 

 

 

 ����2 : ��	
��
�� '(��
� "# �������
� )����
� �*��� ��� ���  �
! "# ��$
 "%��
� &����
�2004 

Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Households in Gaza Strip by Type of Sewage Disposal 
System and Region, 2004 

 

Type of Sewage Disposal System 
������� 

 

Total 


�� 
���� �	� 

Central and 
South Gaza 


�� ���� 

Gaza North 
���� 	��� !��� �� �"�	� 

Public Sewer 71.6 47.1 92.6 ����� ����� ���� ��	
 

Cesspool 27.9 52.1 7.1 �����
��  �!� 

Other Sources 0.5 0.8 0.3 "��� #�$ 

Total 100 100 100 ������� 

Number of Households (not  
weighted) 

2,053 912 1,141 ��� �	��) ����� ���( 

 

 

 

 ����3 :  �� ��� ���  �
! "# ��$
 "%��
� &����
� ��	
��
�� ������
� +����
�2004 

Table 3: Percentage Distribution of Households in Gaza Strip by Type of Toilet Facilities and 
Region, 2004 

 

Type of Toilet Facilities  
������� 

 

Total 


�� 
���� �	� 

Central and 
South Gaza 


�� ���� 

Gaza North 
��� !��� �� �"�	�#$ 

Flush Toilet 26.8 18.0 34.4 �%��&' (���� 

Arabic Squatting Toilet 37.2 45.0 30.5 �	�� (���� 

Both 35.9 37.0 34.9 ��)*� 

None 0.1 0.0 0.2 %�� +� 

Total 100 100 100 ������� 

Number of Households (not  
weighted) 

2,053 912 1,141 ��� �	��) ����� ���( 
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 '	$ (2004 

Table 4: Percentage of Insured Persons in Gaza Strip by Type of Health Insurance and Selected 
Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Type of Health Insurance �������� 
��
���  

Background 
Characteristics 

��������  � 

Number 
of Persons 


��
� 
��� 
Without 
Insurance


������� ������ ����
Percentage of 

Persons 
Insurance 

���� ���	

Abroad 

��
�
��� 

Israeli 

��� 

Private 

����������
  

Social Security

�	��� 

UNRWA 

����� 

Military 

����� 

Governmental 

��������������  

Region             ������� 

North Gaza 7,167 7.0 93.0   � � 1.5 2.3  65.2 8.5 64.0  ��  !��" 

Central & South Gaza 5,624 6.1 93.9 � � 0.5 3.4 65.9 8.8 69.7   ��  #�$�� %�� 

Sex            �!�� 

Males 6,506 7.0 93.0  � � 1.0 2.9 67.6 8.9 67.2    ���& 

Females 6,285 5.8 94.2 � � 1.2 3.0 64.7 8.3  66.8 '�$� 

Total 12,791 6.2 93.8 " " 1.1 3.0 65.5 8.7 66.5 ���!��� 
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���� 5 :��	
 ����
���� ���� �
  	$ �)� ��*+ ��,�&�� �
�#� "���%� ����!� -)
%� ����
. ��/��' "���� ��� "#��������� � �! (2004 

Table 5: Percentage of Persons in Gaza Strip Who Reported to have Certain Diseases and Receiving Treatment by Disease and Selected 
Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Disease #���� 

Background 
Characteristics 

��� ������ 

Number 
of 

Persons 

��$%���  

Healthy �()*�	
  

Anemia

+
��, !-�.�	
 

Rheumatic 
Conditions 

+
��, �
/
�� 

)*�	
 +
��,1�
�
��/	
( 
Genetic Diseases

3�- 

Epilepsy

��� 

Asthma

���4 

Ulcer 

��%�� 

Cancer

+
��,#�4  

Cardiac 
Diseases

%5�*�  

Hypertension

���� 

Diabetes

��������������  

Sex              �!�� 

Males 6,506 95.0 0.9 0.9 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.8 1.3 1.6 ���& 

Females 6,285 93.1 1.4 1.4 0.3 0.2 0.9 0.3 0.1 0.9 3.1 1.9 '�$� 

Age             ��&�� 

0-4 4,965 98.5 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 0�4 

5-14 2,636 98.8 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5�14 

15-29 2,030 98.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.1 15�29 

30-39 1,283 94.1 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.4 1.2 0.9 0.1 0.8 1.1 0.9 30�39 

40-49 857 82.6 3.0 3.0 0.5 0.5 1.5 1.8 0.2 4.3 6.7 6.2 40�49 

50- 59 522 67.2 7.8 7.8 � 0.3 1.2 0.8 0.7 10.9 15.3 14.0 50�59 

60+ 498 47.1 13.2 13.2 0.3 0.5 3.0 3.0 0.5 0.8 28.3 20.2 60+ 

Total 12,791 94.0 1.1 1.1 0.3 0.3 0.7 0.3 0.1 0.8 2.3 1.9 ���!��� 
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Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Persons in Gaza Strip With Disability by Type of Disability and  
Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Type of Disability �'��(� ��� 

Background 
Characteristics 

��)�� ������ ��� 

Number of 
Total 

Persons 


�'�&��� ���� 

Percentage 
of Disabled

���7�� 
Multiple 

�
���� �
�(� 
Mental & 
Moving 

�
�(� 
Mental 

8��-9
 *
����
 
Grasping 

�
��� 
Moving 

 �
7���
(%$� 
Hearing & 
Speaking 

�
(%$ 

Speaking 

�
7�� 

Hearing 

�
�-� 

Seeing 

������� ������� 

Sex             �!�� 

Males 6,506 2.0 15.0 3.1 8.3 4.9 33.4 11.6 4.8 5.0 13.9 ���& 

Females 6,285 1.2 18.7 2.9 16.9 0.0 32.4 2.4 5.6 5.9 15.2 '�$� 

Age            ��&�� 

0-4 4,965 0.9 26.9 0.0 4.2 0.0 25.4 12.3 12.7 5.4 13.1 0�4 

5-14 2,636 1.7 24.2 7.1 16.6 0.0 26.0 6.8 7.6 4.5 7.2 5�14 

15-29 2,030 1.3 11.9 0.0 20.3 4.0 25.4 21.8 0.0 0.0 16.6 15�29 

30-39 1,283 1.6 0.0 0.0 18.5 8.0 43.9 4.2 4.7 0.0 20.7 30�39 

40-49 857 2.0 10.4 12.6 5.3 5.4 41.2 0.0 0.0 6.1 19.0 40�49 

50-59 522 2.5 0.1 7.0 28.4 5.6 38.6 7.0 0.0 0.0 13.3 50�59 

60+ 498 8.0 17.3 0.1 0.0 4.8 42.9 2.6 0.0 15.5 16.9 60+ 

Total 12,791 1.6 16.4 3.0 11.4 3.1 33.0 8.3 5.1 5.3 14.4 ���!��� 
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Table 7: Percentage Distribution of Persons Aged 10 Years and Over in Gaza Strip by Practicing 
Smoking Habit, Alternatives and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Practicing Smoking Habit and 
Alternatives

�������� 	
����� 
��� ������ 

Background 
Characteristics 

 ������ ���10 
����� ����� 

Number Of 
Persons 
10 years 
and over 

	
������ ���
Number 

of 
Smokers

 ��� ���� 	

���� 

Ever 
Never 
Smoke 


��� 
��� ���� 

Ever Smoked 
and Ceased 

������ ������ 

Frequently 
Nargila 

������ ����� 

Frequently 
Pipe 

������ ����� 

Frequently 
Cigarettes 

 �������
�
����� 

Sex         ����� 

Males 4,404 980 67.4 5.5 1.7 0.1 25.3 ���� 

Females 4,270 30 99.1 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.4 ���� 

Age        �� �� 

10-19 2,026 38 98.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.4 10�19 

20-29 2,069 345 78.3 1.8 2.1 0.1 17.7 20�29 

30-39 2,157 297 69.9 4.3 1.9 0.0 23.9 30�39 

40-49 2,415 186 66.9 7.4 1.5 0.2 23.9 40�49 

50-59 4,404 85 74.1 5.7 0.8 0.1 19.2 50�59 

60+ 4,270 59 76.3 10.5 0.5 0.0 12.7 60+ 

Region        �!"���� 

North Gaza 4,729 674 82.5 2.8 1.3 0.1 13.4  � � !��" 

Central & South 
Gaza 

3,945 336 84.1 2.7 0.8 0.1 12.1 
 #���� $��

� � 

Total 8,674 1,010 83.4 2.7 1.1 0.1 12.7 #������ 

 

 

 

���� 8 :��	�
�������  ��
��� �10 �����
���� �	� ���� ��   '��( �� )*�� +��,�� 
������ ��- ���
, #�" 
���� ��� �,��
 $!�%& ��2004 

Table 8: Percentage Distribution of Persons Aged 10 Years and Over in Gaza Strip Who Smoke, 
by Average Number of Cigarettes Daily and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

$�
��
 ������� ��� "���� 

Daily Average Number of Cigarettes
Background 

Characteristics 

 ������ ���10 
���%� ����� 

Number of 
Persons 
10 Years 
and Over 

 �
& ����
	
������ 

Percentage 
of non-
Smokers 

 	
������ ���
)�����( 

Number of 
Smokers 
(Cigarettes)

 �� �%�&40

More 
Than 40

21�40 11�20

10!'()  

10 and 
Less 

��������
����� 

 Educational Qualification        )�� �� �*+��� 

 None 2,026 91.9 137 2.0      20.1 46.9         31.0 *+" 	 

 Elementary 2,069 86.7 213 1.9      19.0 53.6         25.5 +�,���, 

 Preparatory 2,157 84.9 260 3.8      12.9 48.0         35.3 -�,�.� 

 Secondary and Above 2,415 82.5 318 1.6      11.2 47.5         39.7 /�.() -���% 

 Region        �!"���� 

North Gaza 4,729 85.4 614 3.2 17.5 47.2 32.1 � � !��" 

Central & South Gaza 3,945 87.0 314 0.9 9.6 52.1 37.4 � � #���� $�� 

 Total 8,674 86.1 928 2.4 16.3 48.4 32.9 #������ 
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Table 9: Percentage Distribution of Persons Aged 10 Years and Over in Gaza Strip Who Smoke, 
by Years of Smoking and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Years of Smoking 	
����� ����� ��� 

Background 
Characteristics 

 ������ ���10 
���%� ����� 

Number of 
Persons 
10 Years 
and Over 

	
������ �
& ����
Percentage 

of 
Non-

Smokers 

 	
������ ���
)�����( 

Number 

of Smokers 
(cigarettes) 

 �� �%�&10

More 
Than 10 

5�10 1�4 

��� �� !'& 

Less 
than 
One 
Year 

��������
�����  

Educational 
Qualification 

       )�� �� �*+��� 

None 2,026 91.9 137 67.1 21.3 7.5 4.1 *+" 	 

Elementary 2,069 86.7 213 57.8 22.7 13.9           5.6 +�,���, 

Preparatory 2,157 84.9 260 47.6 30.9 12.9           8.6 -�,�.� 

Secondary and 
Above

2,415 82.5 318 
53.0 30.0 12.8           4.2 

/�.() -���% 

Region        "�����! 

North Gaza 4,729 85.4 614 55.2 26.2 13.4 5.2 � � !��" 

Central & South 
Gaza 

3,945 87.0 314 53.4 29.7 10.3 6.6 � � #���� $�� 

Total 8,674 86.1 928 53.7 26.8 16.9 2.6 #������ 

 

 

 

���� 10 :��	�
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Table 10: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip, by Their Perception 
of Their Weight and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Perception of Weight  	,���� -.��� 

Background 
Characteristics 

/����� ��� 

Number 
of 

Women 

 ��� ��%�� �%�&

 0� ����1� #��

!�$�, 

Much More 
weighted 
Compared 
with Height 

 #�� ��� �%�&

!�$�, 0� ����1�
More 

weighted 
Compared 
with Height 

 ��� ��%�� !'&

 0� ����1� #��

!�$�, 

Much less 
weighted 
compared 
with height 

� ��� !'& #�

 0� ����1�

!�$�, 

Under 
weighted 
compared 
with height 

 0� #�����

!�$�, 

Matches 
with Height 

������� 
�
����� 

Age       �� �� 

15-29 1,720 2.3 15.6 1.9 6.9 73.3 15�29 

30-54 1,138 5.8 34.1 1.7 4.5 53.9 30�54 

Educational Qualification       )�� �� �*+��� 

Preparatory and less 1,739 4.3 21.9 1.9 5.3 66.6 !'() -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 1,061 2.9 24.8 1.7 7.0 63.6 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,858 3.8 23.1 1.8 6.0 65.3 ������# 
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Table 11: Percentage of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Suffered From Health 
Problems in Two Weeks Preceding Survey, by Place of Checkup and Selected Background 

Characteristics, 2004 
 

Place of Check up �0��� 	���  

Background 
Characteristics 

/����� ��� 

Number 
of 

Women 

 )������ /����� ���
 ���1� 	� 	
���

�
0� 

Number of 
Women 
Suffered 

from Health 
Problem 

 +�2� 3���.

+�2�� 

Self 
Treatment 

 #$�, 4��5�

+�5"�, 

Traditional 
Healer 

�����6 

Pharmacy 

/2"��� 

Hospital 

#��$ ����. 

Physician’s 
Clinic 

������� 
�
����� 

Age        �� �� 

15-29 1,720 301 31.5 2.9 6.7 32.9 29.2 15�29 

30-54 1,138 376 27.8 0.8 9.0 38.2 30.6 30�54 

Educational 
Qualification 

       )�� �� �*+��� 

Elementary and 
Less  

682 194 26.0 2.5 6.3 41.3 27.3 !'() +�,���, 

Preparatory 1,057 234 32.5 1.2 8.6 34.5 30.0 -�,�.� 

Secondary and 
Above 

1,061 249 29.2 1.5 8.7 33.2 32.1 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,858 677 29.5 1.7 8.0 35.9 30.0 #������ 

 

 

 

���� 12 : .����� !���)15054 ("( ���7, �, ����- �
��&�� �	� ���� �� !�� ��("&� 9*�
 :�� 8�,&� ��4����� ��-���5� �6  !�
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�� 9&- '��( �� )*��!�%& �� $2004 

Table 12: Percentage of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Suffered From Health 
Problems and Did Not Seek healthcare in Two Weeks Preceding Survey, by Reason and Selected 

Background Characteristics, 2004 
 

� ������ 2�� )� 3���� 

Reason for not Seeking Health Care 

Background 

Characteristics 

 )������ /����� ���
 ���1� 	� 	
���

�
0� 

Number of 
Women 

Suffered from 
Health 
Problem 

)������ /����� ����
 4�� 	��0
 2�

�
0� �
��� 

Percentage of 
Woman did 
not seek 

Health Care 

 #���&

��.����, 

Social 
Reasons 

 ���56

 ����� !�6��,

�����, 

Service 
Not 

Accessible

����� #���& 

Financial 
Constrains 

 ���7�,

 	 ��8���,


�� #����� 

The Case 
Didn’t 
Require 

��������
�����  

Age       �� �� 

15-29 301 31.5 8.5 0.0 5.9 82.6 15�29 

30-54 376 27.8 7.1 1.9 15.9 77.9 30�54 

Educational 
Qualification 

      )�� �� �*+��� 

Elementary and Less 194 26.0 6.8 2.0 18.2 73.2 !'() +�,���, 

Preparatory 234 32.3 11.9 1.3 6.8 81.2 -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 249 29.2 4.4 0.0 10.3 84.1 /�.() -���% 

Total 677 29.5 7.7 1.0 11.1 80.2 #������ 
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Table 13: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Think They are 
Anemic and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Having Anemia 2��� �!�� ����5� 

Background 
Characteristics 

/����� ��� 

Number Of 
Women 

 69�5� 

Don’t Know 

�12� ���6� ������,  

Not Anemic 

���, �12� ���6� 

Anemic 

��������
�����  

Age   �� �� 

15-29 1,720 1.1 92.7 6.2 15�29 

30-54 1,138 1.2 86.8 12.0 30�54 

Educational Qualification   )�� �� �*+��� 

None 185 1.0 86.5 12.5 *+" 	 

Elementary 497 1.5 87.2 11.3 +�,���, 

Preparatory 1,057 1.3 90.3 8.4 -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 1,061 1.1 91.8 7.1 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,858 1.2 90.2 8.6 #������ 
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Table 14: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Think They 
Anemic, by Source of Diagnosis and Selected  Background Characteristics, 2004   

 

�
�1��� ���� 

Source of Diagnosis 

Background 
Characteristics 

 �������� �
& /����� ��� 

Number of not 
Anemic Women  

 	7�%� 	�!� 
 )������ ���
������ 

Number Who Think 
They are Anemic 

 !:� ��

;,�.<, 

Through 
Symptoms 

+�$ =��"� 

Medical 
Diagnosis 

��������
�����  

Age     �� �� 

15-29 1,617 103 14.2            85.8   15�29 

30-54 1,003 135 11.1            88.9 30�54 

Educational Qualification     )�� �� �*+��� 

Elementary and less 602 80 14.3             85.7 !'() +�,���, 

Preparatory 970 87 8.9             91.1 -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 990 71 14.5            85.5 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,620 238 12.7 87.3 #������ 
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Table 15: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 20-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Indicated 
Having Had Pap Smear Testing at Least Once Every Three Years and Selected Background 

Characteristics, 2004 
 

20��� 8�� �0�� 2�
!�� 

Did Uterus Pap Smear Background 
Characteristics 

/����� ��� 

Number 
of Women =72��� ��1� �� 

 Did not Test 

=72��� ��' 
Did Test 

��������
�����  

Age    �� �� 

20-29 986 79.9 20.1 20�29 

30-54 1,137 67.0 33.0 30�54 

Educational Qualification  )�� �� �*+��� 

None 171 79.5 20.5 *+" 	 

Elementary 375 72.8 27.2 +�,���, 

Preparatory 580 70.2 29.8 -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 942 72.6 27.4 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,123 72.9 27.1 #������ 
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Table 16: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 20-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Indicated 
Self/Manual Breast Exam and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

����� -��
�� �0���� 2�
!�� 

Practice Manual Breast Exam 
Background 

Characteristics 

/����� ��� 

Number 
Of Women =72� 	 

No Exam 


�� ��� 
Others 

��>" �58� !� ��� 
Once Every Few 

Months 

����>" ��� 
Once 
Monthly 

��������
�����  

Age      �� �� 

20-29 986 73.2 1.8 17.7 7.3 20�29 

30-54 1,137 62.4 2.8 20.7 14.1 30�54 

Educational Qualification   )�� �� �*+��� 

None 171 75.9 1.2 18.4 4.5 *+" 	 

Elementary 375 69.0 2.7 19.4 8.9 +�,���, 

Preparatory 580 66.4 2.7 19.4 11.5 -�,�.� 

Secondary and Above 942 64.8 2.2 20.0 13.0 /�.() -���% 

Total 2,123 67.2 2.4 19.4 11.0 #������ 
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Table 17: Percentage Distribution of Women Aged 15-54 Years in Gaza Strip Who Know Means of 
Prevention of HIV Transmission, by Means of Prevention, 2004 

 

,�
5�� ����5� 	� �
�9��� 8�"� ��� ��� 

Know The Means Of HIV Prevention 

Means of Prevention of HIV 
Transmission 

 	�� 
 )������ /����� ���
�
�9� ��
�� �7�. 

Number of Women 
Who Knows it is a 
Mean of Prevention

 3��� �� 9�.& 	

���'��� ����� 

I Do Not 
Know 

 ����� 3���

���'��� 

It Is Not a 
Mean Of 
Prevention

� �>�& ?�5� ����

���'��� 

Yes, It Is a 
Mean Of 
Prevention 

 8�"�
�9��� 	� ����5� :��� 
,�
5� 

Using condom 447 13.8 27.9 58.3  -����, +',��, �,����, 

Having sex with husband only 563 3.9 22.3 73.8 $1) @� �, 0� A���, ������ 

Avoid blood transfusion 691 2.4 6.9 90.7  ���, !1� #��� 

Avoid the infected injections 636 4.3 12.4 83.3 ��B�� �17�, #����%����,  

Avoid kisses 328 8.0 49.3 42.7  !�1�, #��� 

Not having sex at all 335 5.5 50.4 44.1  ���� A���, ������ �. C����	, 

Avoid shaking hands with 
infected person 

168 4.6 73.5 21.9 �7)�6��, #���#�6��, 0�  

Avoid mosquito bites 326 13.4 43.7 42.9 ;�5��, 3�5�� #��� 

Seeking care of traditional 
healer  

148 8.9 72.0 19.1 
 ;���, �� ����7�, �. �7��, 

+�5"�, #$�, ��. 

Not talking with infected people 172 4.2 73.4 22.4 ����6��, 0� ���7�, �. C����	, 

Avoid Tattooing 428 12.1 32.0 55.9  �"��, #��� 

Avoid perforation of ear/ nose 309 10.9 48.6 40.5 ��<, #1% #���  /9�<,� 

Avoid treatment at dentist 329 7.0 50.0 43.0 ����<, #��$ /�. �����, #���  
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Table 18:  Percentage of Ever-Married Women Aged 15-54 Years  in Gaza Strip Who Have 
Knowledge of any Contraceptive Method and any Modern Method, by Selected Background 

Characteristics, 2004 
 

Background 
Characteristics 

���������  

Number 
of Women 


����� 

IUD 


�
��� 

Pill 

������� �����  

Any Modern 
Method 

�������  

Any 
Method 

��������������  

Age      ����� 

15-19 108 98.5 97.0 98.5 98.5 15�19 

20-24 354 99.0 97.0 99.0 99.0 20�24 

25-29 354 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 25�29 

30-34 313 99.5 99.0 99.5 99.5 30�34 

35-39 244 99.2 98.5 99.2 99.2 35�39 

40-44 246 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 40�44 

45-49 147 100.0 97.3 100.0 100.0 45�49 

50-54 119 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 50�54 

Educational Qualification      ������������  

None  194 99.3 96.0 99.3 99.3 ����  

Elementary 369 99.1 98.3 99.1 99.1 ���	
�� 

Preparatory 605 99.7 99.4 99.7 99.7 �	�	
� 

Secondary and Above 717 99.7 99.1 99.7 99.7 ��
�� ����� 

Total 1,885 99.4 98.9 99.6 99.6  ��!��� 
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Table 19: Percentage of Currently Married Women Aged 15-49 Years in Gaza Strip Who are Using (or Whose Partner is Using) Contraceptive 
Method, by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Background Characteristics ��������	
����  

Educational Qualification ������ �	
��� Age ����� Use Contraceptive 
Methods or Means 


������ 

Total ��
�� ����� 

Secondary and Above 

����
� 

Preparatory 

������� 

Elementary 

����  

None 
25�49 20�24 

 �� �� 20 

Less than 20 

����� �	��� ����� ������� 

No Method 57.0 60.6 56.9 60.3 61.7 50.6 73.1 94.8 �!�"�#�  

Pills 6.4 7.4 7.3 6.7 8.2 7.9 7.4 3.8 $��%�� 

IUD 16.2 14.3 17.9 15.3 11.9 19.4 8.5 0.0 �����$ 

Injections 1.0 0.0 1.1 2.2 2.9 1.7 0.0 0.0 �&%�� 

Diaphragm\ Foam\ Jelly 0.3 5.1 5.2 6.0 2.8 6.5 2.0 0.0 !'(��/ *�+���/,-�%�� 

Male Condom 6.1 0.3 0.3 0.0 5.6 1.3 0.0 0.0 ��./�� ������ 

Female Sterilization 1.8 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 !0&������1� �� 

Male Sterilization  0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 ��./�� !0&���� 

Safe Period 3.1 5.3 3.6 0.9 0.9 4.2 1.5 0.0 ���1� *��� 

Withdrawal 2.9 4.0 2.3 2.3 1.7 3.0 3.5 0.0 �,����-��"��  

Breast-feeding 5.1 3.0 4.9 6.3 4.3 5.2 4.0 1.4 20�0�3�� 2
�4��� 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
������ 

Any Modern Method 31.9 27.1 32.3 30.2 31.4 37.0 17.9 3.8 � 2�0�% 2�0#�  

Any Traditional Method 11.1 12.3 10.8 9.5 6.9 12.4 9.0 1.4 � 20�0�&� 2�0#�  

Any Method 43.0 39.4 43.1 39.7 38.3 49.4 26.9 5.2 � 2�0#�  

Number of Currently 
Married Women 

1,714 651 567 330 166 1,257 351 106 ������������ ������  
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Table 20: Percentage Distribution of Non-Pregnant Married Women in Gaza Strip Who are Not 
Currently Using any Contraceptive Method, by Main Reason and Current Age, 2004 

 

������� ���	 

Current Age 
Main Reason for Not Use 

 
 ����
�� ������ ����

������� 

Percentage of 
women not use 

30�49 
 �� ���30 

Less Than 30 

����� ������ ���� ������
� 

Desire to Have Children 50.2 
34.1 69.2 �	
��
�����
 ��  

Oppose Family Planning 2.2 1.1 3.5 ���������
 �����  

Husband Opposes 9.3 8.8 9.8 �� �
!�
�� ��
  

Side Effects 10.2 11.3 8.9 ��"#
��	����
  

Not Comfortable to Method 6.6 
7.2 5.8 �$% &����'
�(���(�  

Menopause 10.8 
20.0 0.0 �� ����
  

Husband is absent 2.1 3.9 0.0 �� �
$���� ��
  

Infertility 2.7 4.4 0.6 �)��
 

Contradicts with religious beliefs 1.2 
2.2 0.0 ������ *� ����$�
 +
$)����
 

Others 4.3 7.0 1.1 ,�-� 

Don’t Know 0.4 0.0 1.1 '.�%�  

Number of Women 640 354 286 ���������  
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Table 21: Percentage of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip in Three Years Preceding Survey Whose Mothers Received Antenatal Care, by Routine 
Examinations and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Routine Examinations ��� ������	�� 
���
�������
�� 
�	��  

Background 
Characteristics 

���
��� ����� �������� 

 ����	 ������������ 

��
�� 

Number of 
Births Whose 

Mothers 
Received ANC 

 ��� ����

	��
�� 

Fetus Pulse


���� ���/ ���

����� 

Abdominal 
Exam\Uterine 

������� ��� ��
����
Ultra Sound 

��� ����� 

Urine 
Analysis 

�� ����� 

Blood 
Analysis 

���� � ! ���� 

Blood Pressure 

����� ���� 

Length 

	"��� ���� 

Weight 

���� �� ���� �� 

Birth Order          !��	� ������� 

First 202 98.0 87.8 84.2 97.6 99.0 98.6 85.3 98.5 ��#� 

Second or Third 357 98.2 86.2 84.7 98.2 99.4 98.5 78.4 97.3 
��$�� %��$��� 

Fourth or Fifth 286 97.5 88.1 86.8 97.2 98.7 98.0 70.3 98.3 &����� ���'��� 

Sixth and Over 345 98.5 89.5 91.7 96.9 97.8 98.4 80.3 97.4 ���(�� )��*� 

Age          	�"�� 

15-29 761 98.0 87.6 85.0 97.9 99.0 98.6 78.2 98.2 15+29 

30-49 429 98.2 88.6 91.3 96.6 98.1 97.9 77.9 97.1 30+49  

Mother’s 
Educational 
Qualification 

         �#� ���"�� �$%��� 

Elementary and Less 305 99.1 88.3 90.5 98.8 99.1 98.8 75.1 97.3 ��*� 
,����� 

Preparatory 407 96.4 88.6 85.3 98.4 99.3 98.2 81.1 98.2 -����. 

Secondary and Above 461 99.0 87.1 86.9 95.6 97.8 98.3 77.4 97.8 -���$)��*�  

Total 1,190 98.2 88.9 86.2 97.4 98.5 98.4 78.0 97.5 &������ 
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Table 22:  Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip in Three Years Preceding Survey Whose Mothers Received Antenatal Care, 
by Place of Checkup and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Place of Check-up ��������	 ��
��  

Background 
Characteristics 

����������� ���� ����� 

 ����� ����� �������

����� 

Number of Births 
Whose Mothers 
Received ANC 

����� ����� ����� 

����� 

Received 
Antenatal Care

���� ���	 

 �
� ���
���

�
���� 

NGOs 
Center 

���
��
��  

Physician 
Clinic 

 ����� ����

�����������  

Government
al MCH 

������� ����� 
Governmental 
Health Center 

���������  

UNRWA 
Center 

���	�� 

��  

Private 
Hospital 

���	�������  

Governmental 
Hospital 

��� !�� ��
�!�� 

Mother’s Age          �"� ��� 

15-29 761 97.0 2.0 12.7 0.8 15.3 60.2 1.1 7.6 15!29 

30-49 429 97.6 0.4 13.8 0.5 15.6 61.0 1.3 7.4 30!49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

         �#� $��%�� �&'��� 

Elementary and Less 305 92.1 2.9 8.8 0.8 18.7 60.0 0.3 7.5 "#$% �&'�	�' 

Preparatory 407 98.2 0.7 12.8 0.0 15.5 60.5 0.7 8.0 (�'��)  

Secondary and Above 461 99.1 1.1 16.6 0.7 14.2 61.0 2.3 7.4 (���*�+�$%  

Total 1,190 97.2 1.6 13.0 0.7 15.3 60.7 1.2 7.5
(������ 
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Table 23: Percentage of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip in Three Years Preceding Survey Whose 
Mothers Had Certain Health Problems, by Health Problem and Selected Background 

Characteristics, 2004 
 

Health Problems ���������	
��  

Background 
Characteristics 

�������� 	
 

����
���������  

UTI 

����	���
 
Vaginal 
Bleeding

���������� ���  

Hypertension

����� �!�
  �"�  

Signs of 
Premature 
Delivery 

#�!�$
%  

Gestational 
Diabetes 

�
��$
%  

Eclampsia

�
�
���������� 

Mother’s Age        ��� ��� 

Less than 20 17.9 2.2 4.5 6.2 0.7               2.6  &
 $'�20 

20-35 19.1 5.4 7.9 6.2 1.6               1.2 20(35 

36+ 20.3 7.5 20.9 7.5 3.6               2.2 36+ 

Mother’s              
Educational 
Qualification 

      
 ������ ������

��� 

Elementary and less    20.3 6.7 12.5 5.4 4.0 2.3 $'*
 	+����� 

Preparatory 19.0 3.9 6.6 4.5 0.4 2.0 #����,  

Secondary and Above 18.4 5.8 9.6 9.0 1.5 1.4 #���-.��*
  

Total 18.3 5.5 10.0 6.5 1.9 2.0 ������� 
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Table 23 (Cont.): Percentage of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip in Three Years Preceding Survey 
Whose Mothers Had Certain Health Problems, by Health Problem and Selected Background 

Characteristics, 2004 
 

Health Problems ���������	
��  

Background 
Characteristics 

 ������� �� !
 "� "�!��
��	
 �����
% Who 

Suffer 

from 

Health 

Problem 

##�#�������  

����� 

Total 
Number 

of 
Births 

�������� 	
  ���/��
	������� 

Reproductive 
Tract 

Infection 

�� �0
 

Anemia

1���/� 

Convulsions

���� 

Edema

.
% 

Fever

��% ���2 

Headache

�
�
���������� 

Mother’s Age         ������  

Less than 20 47.4 653 4.6 24.0 1.5 15.7 6.1 16.7 $'� &
 20 

20-35 53.8 472 10.7 20.2 1.2 14.0 8.8 21.2 20(35 

36-49 65.0 100 13.8 25.8 1.8 17.7 9.7 24.5 36(49 

Mother’s              
Educational 
Qualification 

        ��������� ������ 

Elementary and less 56.0 331 12.3 23.2 1.5 13.7 9.5 26.2 $'*
 	+����� 

Preparatory 54.1 414 11.5 22.9 1.4 14.9 9.0 19.6 #����,  

Secondary and 
Above 54.2 465 8.2 18.4 1.1 15.3 7.7 18.9

#���-.��*
  

Total 54.8 1,225 11.4 22.7 1.2 14.5 8.3 21.3 ������� 
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Table 24: Percentage of Mothers in Gaza Strip Who Delivered in Year Preceding Survey and 
Received Tetanus Toxoid, by Number of Doses and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Background 
Characteristics 

##�$� !��  ������� 

 �! �� �%� "��!�

��&���� 

Number 
of Women 
Who Gave 
Birth last 
Year 

�� #& �'���(� 

)�!������ �%� 

���*� �'��	 

Received 
Tetanus 
Toxoid 

During Last 
Pregnancy 

"�+�� �,*� -�� 

5 .���� 

�'���	 ���( 

Received 
At Least 5 
Doses 
During 

Life Time 

"�+�� �,*� -�� 3 

.���� �%� �����/ 

 ����� .��! ��0���*� 

Received At 
Least 3 Doses 
The Last One  
Within 10 Years 

"�+�� �,*� -�� 

 "����������/ �%� 

 1%2�� .��! ��

0���*� 

Received At 
Least 2 Doses 
The Last One  
Within 3 Years 

�
�
��� ������� 

Mother’s Age      �*� ��� 

15-29 377 40.8 - 2.9                    20.6 15(29 

30-49 169 22.7 1.5 14.8                    26.0 30(49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

     ��� ������ ������ 

None 24 49.5 - -                     41.9 " 3	1  

Elementary 107 31.9 1.0 8.3                     36.3 	+�����  

Preparatory 184 33.6 - 7.1                     21.2 #����,  

Secondary and Above 223 36.7 0.5 5.4                     18.2 #���-.��*
  

Region      �+(!��� 

North Gaza 309 35.4 0.8 8.1                     26.9  �4 $�
1 

Central & South Gaza 237 34.7 0.6 5.4                     20.9  �4 5��/� ��� 

Total 546 33.3 0.7 6.0                     22.8 ������� 
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Table 25: Percentage of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip in Three Years Preceding Survey Whose 
Mothers Took Needed Medications During Pregnancy, by Type of Medication and Selected 

Background Characteristics, 2004 
 

Type of Medication                           $��#�� ��! 

Background 
Characteristics 

#������� ##�

����� 

Total 
Number 
of Births

 "�+��� ��

3���4 

Did not 
Receive 
Folic 
Acid 

 "�+��� ��

#�#	 

Did not 
Receive 
Iron 

������� �
%

 6
 ���% ��

����
 

Any Folic 
Acid 

���% �� ���%

����
 6
 

Any Iron

 6
 ���%

����
 

Iron and 
Folic Acid

�
%�������  

7�%�� 

Only Folic 
Acid 

���%7�%��  

Only Iron 
Tablets 

������� �
�
��� 

Mother’s Age         �*� ��� 

Less than 20 653 58.6 15.6 41.4 84.4 34.3 28.7  76.0   &
 $'�20 

20-35 472 51.8 19.0 48.2 81.0 37.5 34.7  70.6  20(35 

36-49 100 45.1 18.2 54.9 81.8 43.1 39.0  71.0  36(49 

Mother’s 
Educational 
Qualification 

    ��� ������ ������ 

None 86 61.2 31.2 38.8 68.8 29.2 26.5  59.0  " 3	1  

Elementary 245 51.7 19.6 48.3 80.4 33.4 32.4          70.6 	+�����  

Preparatory 414 56.0 17.1 44.0 82.9 34.3 29.2  75.5  #����,  

Secondary and Above 465 45.3 16.4 54.7 83.6 45.6 42.7  75.5  #���-.��*
  

Total 1,225 55.0 18.3 45.0 81.7 39.7 33.6  71.8  ������� 
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Table 26: Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years 
Preceding Survey, by Nature of Delivery and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004   

 

Nature of Delivery   ����(0#����  

Background 
Characteristics 

 #������� ##�

����� 

Total 
Number of 

Births 

���2�' 

Caesarian Section

��1 

Suction 

�0�
 

Forceps 

8�//6���� 

Episeotomy 

��:��� 

Normal 

�
�
����������  

Mother’s Age       �*� ��� 

15-29 783 8.7 2.8 0.0 18.8         69.7 15(29 

30-49 442 18.2 1.2 0.2 8.2          72.2 30(49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

      ��� ������ ������ 

Elementary and less       331 10.1 3.6 0.1 11.1          75.1 $'*
 	+����� 

Preparatory 414 14.3 2.3 0.0 15.8          67.6 #����,  

Secondary and Above 465 11.6 1.1 0.2 16.9          70.2 #���-.��*
  

Total 1,225 12.2 2.2 0.1 14.9          70.6 ������� 
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Table 27: Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years 

Preceding Survey, by Personnel Assisting Delivery and Selected Background  
Characteristics, 2004 

   

Personnel Assisting At Delivery ����� 56��0#���� $�!27 0#�� ��� �#,  

Background 
Characteristics 

 #������� ##�

����� 

Total 
Number 
of Births

;�<� 
Other 

����'/�0��2  

Relatives/
Friends 

���� 
Daya 

������' ����' 
Midwife 

���

 
Nurse 

5��� 
Physician

�
�
����������  

Mother’s Age        �*� ��� 

15-29 783 0.0 0.2 0.3 0.8 18.7 80.0 15(29 

30-49 442 0.2 0.0 0.8 1.4 14.6 83.0 30(49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

       ��� ������ ������ 

Elementary and less        331 0.0 0.2 0.6 0.4 16.8 82.0 $'*
 	+����� 

Preparatory 414 0.0 0.0 0.8 1.5 16.7 81.0 #����,  

Secondary and Above 465 0.2 0.2 0.2 1.0 17.9 80.5 #���-.��*
  

Total 1,225 0.1 0.2 0.4 1.0 17.2 81.1 ������� 
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Table 28:  Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years Preceding Survey, by Place of Delivery and Selected 

Background Characteristics, 2004   
 

Place of Delivery  ��������	
  

Background 
Characteristics 

 ��	
��	
 ���


��	
 

Total 
Number of 

Births 

���� 

Other 

����	
�� 
At 

Home 

���������  

Physician 
Clinic 

���� ��� 

Maternity 
Home 

�����
  /���
 ���� 

 �
��! ��" #�
$	
� 

NGOs Hospital\ 
Center 

�����
 / ���� ���
 

UNRWA Hospital \ 
Center 

�����
/%�� ���
 

Private Hospital\
Center 

�����
 /�
��! ���
 

Governmental 
Health hospital\ 

Center 

�����	
�����	
  

Mother’s Age  ��
 ��� 

15-29 783 0.1 0.3 9.2 1.8 3.6 13.2 7.1 64.7 15&29 

30-49 442 0.2 1.4 13.1 1.4 3.0 11.6 6.3 63.0 30&49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

         ��	 
���	
 ����	
 

Elementary and less        331 - 1.0 12.6 2.1 2.4 11.1 7.0 63.8 �'(� �)����� 

Preparatory 414 0.2 0.8 10.3 1.6 4.0 14.6 8.0 60.5 *+����  

Secondary and Above 465 0.2 0.5 9.5 1.3 3.5 11.9 5.6 67.5 +�	�,�-�(�  

Total 1,225 0.2 0.7 10.6 1.6 3.4 12.6 6.8 64.1 �����	
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Table 29: Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years Preceding Survey Occurring at Health Facility, by Place 

of Delivery and Main Reason For Choosing Place of Delivery, 2004 
 

Place of Delivery ��������	
  

The Main Reason For Choosing Place 
of Delivery ����* 

Others 

�����
  /���
 ���� 

 �
��! ��" #�
$	
� 

NGOs Hospital\ 
Center 

�����
 / ���� ���
 

UNRWA Hospital \
Center 

�����
/%�� ���
 

Private Hospital\
Center 

�����
 /�
��! ���
 

Governmental Health 
Hospital \Center 

�!"	
����	
 ���� ���#�� $���	
  

Better Service 66.4 76.8 72.1 
72.0                               52.8  
�����/��  

Difficult to Reach Another Place  2.8 6.2 0.6 
1.3                                 2.4  ��01 ��1�����2 3��
�  

Premature Delivery  6.3 8.4 6.2 
6.4                               10.3 ������ ����
/  �)�4� 

Health Insurance/Less Cost 0.0 8.6 11.2 
2.0                               16.7  �-���� �'� /3�
���� ���� 

Private Physician 22.1 0.0 1.8 
11.2                                7.8 ��4� �����%����  

No Alternative 0.0 0.0 1.2 
1.0                               3.4 � ����� 3��
 ��2 

Others 2.4 0.0 6.9 
6.1                               6.6 ���� 

Number of births occurred at health 
facilities 

175 48 163 92 727  ��%� &�""�� 
' &�# 
#	
 &
���	
 ��� 

* Include Private clinic and Maternity home     *���� ���� %�� ���� ����� �
�� 
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Table 30: Percentage of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip at Hospitals in Three Years Preceding Survey Whose Mothers Received Health 
Education, by Subject and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004   

 

Subject of Health  Education   
%�	
 (�)*#	
 ��+��
Background 

Characteristics 

��	
��	
 ���
��	
 
Total 

Number of 
Births 

(�)*# ��)�#� �	 
#
��	
 �!",
Percentage Who did 
not Receive Education

(�)*# ��)�# 
#
��	
 �!", 
Percentage Who 
Receive Education 

 �
5� �����  0���
�� 
Importance of 
Follow up 

6�0���� 

Immunization

6�$	����7�  

Family 
Planning 

 �89� �67 

Nutrition of 
Mother 

 ��/��� �0����� 
Breastfeeding

�����	
�����	
  

Mother’s Age         ��
 ��� 

15-29 783 62.1 37.9 18.7 18.4 16.3 21.7                29.1 15&19 

30-49 442 57.8 42.2 25.1 24.4 23.8 27.8               35.4 20&29 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification       

��	 
���	
 ����	
 

Elementary and less       331 58.4 41.6 23.0 22.0 24.3 27.4                33.7 �'(� �)����� 

Preparatory 414 61.4 38.6 23.0 21.3 17.6 23.6               29.4 +����*  

Secondary and Above 465 61.3 38.7 17.8 18.8 16.5 21.6               31.4 +�	�,�-�(�  

Total 1,225 60.5 39.5 21.0 20.5 18.9 23.8               31.3 �����	
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Table 31: Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years 
Preceding Survey, by Personnel Receipt of any Health Care (Six Weeks After Delivery) and  

Selected Background Characteristics, 2004   
 

��������	 ��                 Personal Providing Care 

Background 
Characteristics 

 ���	
��	 ���

����	 

Total 
Number of 
Births 

������ �� 
Did not Receive 
Postnatal Care

���� 

Daya

������� �
��� 

Midwife 

��
�� 

Nurse 

������ 

Specialist

�������  

General 
Physician 

������	������	  

Mother’s Age        ��	 ��� 

15-29 783 71.7 0.1 0.0 7.8 11.7 7.7 15�29 

30-49 442 64.4 0.0 0.2 7.4 18.2 8.5 30�49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

       ��� �����	 �����	 

Elementary and less     331 70.3 0.0 0.0 7.0 12.9 7.8 ���� ������� 

Preparatory 414 69.8 0.1 0.0 6.6 12.2 10.7 ������  

Secondary and Above 465 67.5 0.0 0.2 8.9 16.6 6.8 ����� 
���  

Total 1,225 70.4 0.1 0.1 7.5 13.9 8.0 �
����	 

 

 

 

���� 32: �����
�� ������ ��	�
�� )������
 ��� (+�
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Table 32: Percentage Distribution of Births (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years 
Preceding Survey, by Weight at Birth and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004   

  

 �	� ��! �"
�	#�$
�	 �%� 

Weight in Grams at Birth 
Background 

Characteristics 

 ���	
��	 ���

����	 

Total 
Number of 

Births 

�� �&%"
 �%�#�$
�	 
Weighed at 

Birth 4,000 
���  

4,000 and Over
2,500 –3,999

��� "� 2,500 

Below 2,500 

������	 ������	  

Sex      '%��	 

Males 643 99.8 12.9 79.4                      7.7 
�#$ 

Females 582 99.0 8.9 82.3                     8.8 %��� 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

     ��� �����	 �����	 

Elementary and Less 331 99.2 14.7 79.0                      6.3 ���� ������� 

Preparatory 414 99.7 11.9 79.3                    8.8 ������  

Secondary and above 465 99.5 8.0 82.8                     9.2 ����� 
���  

Total 1,225 99.4 10.8 80.9                      8.3 �
����	 
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Table 33: Differentials in Prevalence and Duration of Breastfeeding Among Children in Gaza Strip 

Born in Three Years Preceding Survey, by Type of Breastfeeding and Selected Background 
Characteristics, 2004 

 

Background 
Characteristics 

�	 ��� ���	
�

����	 

Total 
Number 
of Births

 ���(��	 )*
��

 ����!)�	)�&,��!( 
Mean 

Duration of 
Breastfeedin

g Rate 
(Months) 

 �. �	���*$	 ����

����!)�	 ���(��	 

Continued 
Breastfeeding 
Rate (CBFR) 

�!*%��/�	 ���)�	  	
�). 

0�
�	 �
&, �121�	 �2� 

Percentage of the 
Weaned within the 
First Three Months 

�!*% ��/�	 ���)�	 

 ���(� 	
�(�

����!) 

Percentage 
of Breasted 

������	������	  

Mother’s Age      ��� ��	 

15-29 783 11.8 68.8 7.1                 96.0 15�29 

30-49 442 13.7 84.7 7.5                 94.9 30�49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

     ��� �����	 �����	 

Elementary and Less 331 12.1 80.7 11.0                 95.8 ���� ������� 

Preparatory 414 13.4 81.3 6.1                 95.8 ������  

Secondary and Above 465 12.0 66.0 5.0                 95.2 ����� 
���  

Total 1,225 12.5 76.3 7.2                 95.7 �
����	 
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Table 34: Percentage Distribution of Children (Last Two) in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years 

Preceding Survey Who Were Breastfed, by Interval, Number of Hours Between Birth and Timing 
of First Breastfeeding and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

 3���*�	 ��� 4�!�	 ��! �� ���(���!#�$
�	
 ����!)�	  

 Number of Hours Between Birth and First Breastfed Background 
Characteristics 

����	 ���	
��	 ��� 

 Total Number of 
Births 6+ 3�5 1�2 0 

������	������	  

Mother’s Age      ��� ��	 

15-29 783 12.6 9.0 24.1 54.3                15�29 

30-49 442 15.1 9.0 27.4              48.5 30�49 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification

     ��� �����	 �����	 

Elementary and Less 331 12.0 8.2 26.5              53.3 ���� ������� 

Preparatory 414 12.7 9.5 26.3               51.5 ������  

Secondary and Above 465 15.3 9.2 23.4               52.1 ����� 
���  

Total 1,225 13.4 9.0 25.3              52.2 �
����	 
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Table 35: Percentage Distribution of Children in Gaza Strip Born in Three Years Preceding Survey 
Who Have Been Weaned, by Reason of Weaning and Age at Weaning (Months), 2004 

  

����	 ��)��	 �%� )�&,��!( 
Age at Weaning (Months) Reason for Weaning 

�
����	 

Total 

+ 12 11 – 6 6> 

5!*��)��	  

Mother Sick  5.3 4.2 7.4           7.6  �'� ���
�  

Child Sick  3.4 3.2 2.6           5.0  �(�)� *���
� "�#  

Child Died 1.3 0.2 0.9           6.0 �(�)� ���� 

Nipple Breast Problem 1.6 0.8 1.6           4.9  �
#+���
,)� ��  / ���)� 

Insufficient Milk  11.5 9.2 14.2         17.7  ��
,���# 
�. �'�  

Desire to Work  0.9 0.7 1.7           1.0  ��.
)���/)� ��  

Child Refused  10.1 2.0 16.4         35.6  0�
�� �(�)�  �'� � 

Child Old Enough  38.1 55.3 7.4           1.8  �����1��� 
�/) �(�)�  )3
����()� ( 

Mother Became Pregnant  27.6 24.4 47.8         19.5  �'�*5��, 6,���  

Use of Family Planning Method  0.2 0.0 0.0           0.9 � ��.
) ��,)� 7���� ���/�1� ��  

Number of Weaned Children 686 457 117          112 	
�). ��/�	 ���)�	 ���  
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Table 36: Percentage of Children Under Five Years of Age with Diarrhea in Gaza Strip in Two Weeks Preceding Survey Who Were Treated, by 
Type of Treatment and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

  
 

Type of Treatment � ������ 	
��� �� 

Background 
Characteristics 

 
�� ������ ���

������� 
Total Number 
 Children 
Under Five 

����� ���� 
������� 

������� 
Number of 

Children With 
Diarrhea 

���� 

Others 

����	
 ��
 �����
Un-

acceptable 
Fluides 

��
 

Water

��
 �
 ������
Water with 

Food 

���� ��� /

����  

Other Milk or 
Infant 
Formula 

����
 �!���


"�#!�� 

ORS 

����� $�%�� 

����	
 

Locally 
Acceptable 

Fluids 

����& 

Gruel 

���'� 

������ 

Breast 
Milk 

������ ������� 

�
� 
������� 


������� 

Had Diarrhea 
in Last Two 

Weeks 

������� ��� ��� 

Sex             !�"�� 

Males 1,053 158 6.5 38.9 82.0 73.9 43.4 25.4 63.7 46.9 39.5                15.8 ��() 

Females 980 135 6.5 32.3 71.1 61.4 34.3 24.1 66.0 40.7 47.4                14.1 *��+ 

Mother’s 
Educational 
Qualification 

  
 

         #$� %� ��� �&'��� 

Elementary and Less 563 80 3.2 41.7 76.3 71.5 38.5 21.5 69.7 51.9 38.4                15.1 �,-. ���/%�� 

Preparatory 673 89 7.6 32.4 74.9 64.7 35.6 25.6 56.0 39.2 41.0                13.1 0/�/�+  

Secondary and Above 725 123 7.9 35.3 78.4 67.7 41.5 27.1 67.8 43.5 48.1                16.9 1��-. 0���2 

Total 2,033 293 6.5 35.8 77.1 68.2 39.2 24.7 64.7 44.2 43.2                15.0 ���"��� 
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Table 37: Percentage of Children Under Five Years of Age in Gaza Strip Who Had Cough in Two 
Weeks Preceding Survey, by Symptoms and Selected Background Characteristics, 2004  

 

Symptoms ������ 

Background 
Characteristics 

 ��� ����	
 ���

�
����
 

Number 
Children 
Under Five

�� ��� �	
�

�
�	���� 

Number of 
Infected 
Children

�����
DK 

����
Other

�����
Both

 �� �����

����
 

Chest 
Problem

 �� ��� 


� 	
 

Blocked 
Nose 

���
��� �	���	 ���

�
�������

�	��� 
Had Cough in 
Last Two 
Weeks 

��	���� �

���� 

Sex         ����� 

Males 1,053 202 1.7 - 19.9 50.7 27.7                 20.3 ���! 

Females 980 188 0.0 4.0 17.8 44.3 33.9                 19.8 "� # 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

         !� "����� �#$��� 

Elementary and Less 563 104 0.0 1.4 17.4 54.9 26.3                 19.5 �$%� �&
�'(
 

Preparatory 673 135 0.0 1.4 19.8 49.3 29.5                 19.1 )�
��# 

Secondary and Above 725 151 2.7 2.5 19.7 41.0 34.1                 21.1 *��%� )� �+ 

Total 2,033 390 1.0 1.7 18.8 48.5 30.0                 20.0 %������ 
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Table 38: Percentage of Children Under Five Years of Age in Gaza Strip Whose Immunization Card Was Seen and Who Received Specific 
Immunization, by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 

 

Children Received Specific Immunization ���������	
 �
���
 ����� �
���  

������ �	
�� ��
�����" �"
HB 

������ 

DPT 

����� 

Polio 

Background 
Characteristics 

���������  
��
���� ��� 

Number of 
Children 
Under Five

���� �� �
��� 
 ��� �����

���� ��� 

Percent With 
a Card Seen 3 2 1 3 2 1 

���
��� �	���� 

 �	����
��������
MMR 

�	���� 

Measles

3 2 1 

���� 

BCG 

 

!"�#����
�����  

Sex               $�%�� 

Males 1,053 69.1 77.4 95.8 99.9 87.0 91.2 95.5 66.8 78.8 87.0 92.2 95.8 99.6 �

� 

Females 980        65.8 74.8 94.6 99.2 81.0 89.6 93.9 63.0 74.7 82.2 90.2 95.5 99.0  ��! 

Age of Child (Months)               &
� �����) &�(���( 

Less than 6 221 94.1 11.5 82.7 99.0 15.4 44.9 71.6 - - 16.3 48.6 75.0 98.6  "� �#$6 

6-11 226 88.4 77.7 96.6 98.9 92.6 97.1 97.7 - 49.1 91.4 98.9 100.0 98.9  6%11 

12-23 377 83.2 91.2 98.7 99.7 99.3 100.0 99.7 80.8 98.7 99.7 100.0 100.0 99.7 12%23  

24-35 396 69.3 90.6 98.0 100.0 98.4 99.6 100 98.8 99.2 99.2 99.6 100.0 99.2 24%35 

36+ 740 44.6 90.2 96.8 100.0 96.8 98.4 98.7 97.5 98.4 98.1 98.7 99.1 99.4 36+ 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification   

            �*� +
�,�� �-.
�� 

None 177 65.8 78.8 93.0 100.0 89.0 93.0 95.0 80.0 88.9 92.0 93.9 94.9 99.0 '�� ( 

Elementary 386 66.6 78.8 96.1 99.6 83.9 90.6 93.7 65.5 76.8 84.3 92.1 96.5 99.2 �)���	� 

Preparatory 673 67.8 75.6 95.8 99.6 83.9 91.0 95.4 65.7 76.2 85.0 91.6 95.6 99.8 *���+! 

Secondary and Above 725 68.8 75.5 94.7 99.6 84.1 89.8 94.7 62.1 76.1 84.1 90.4 95.4 99.0 ,�+-. *
��� 

Total 2,033 67.7 76.4 95.2 99.6 84.4 90.6 94.8 65.4 77.2 85.1 91.6 95.6 99.3 ��
%
�� 
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Table 39: Percentage of Children Aged 12-23 Months in Gaza Strip Whose Immunization Card was Seen and Who Received Specific 

Immunization, by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004 
 

������ ����� �
��� �
���
���	
  

Children Who Received Specific Immunization 

Polio �����DPT ������ 
Background 

Characteristics 

���������  12/23 
0�&�( 

Number of 
Children Age 
12-23 Months 

 �
��� ����1� ��� ��
��
�
	# 

Percentage with 
Health Card 

2

%�
���
�� *  

All Vaccines* �	���� 

Measles 3 2 1 3 2 1 

���� 

BCG 

!"�#��� �
�����  

Sex            $�%�� 

Males 207 83.3 98.2 98.2 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5 99.5     100.0 �

� 

Females 183 83.0 98.1 98.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.4 99.4 99.4       99.5  ��! 

Mother’s Educational 
Qualification 

           �*� +
�,�� �-.
�� 

Less than Elementary 106 83.6 99.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.0 99.0 99.0       99.0 �#-. �)���	� 

Preparatory  137 81.8 99.1 99.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0     100.0 *���+!  

Secondary and Above 145 83.9 96.5 96.5 99.3 99.3 99.3 99.3 99.3 99.3     100.0 ��*
�,�+-.  

Total 390 83.1 98.1 98.4 99.7 99.7 99.7 99.4 99.4 99.4       99.7 ��
%
�� 

* All Vaccines: Children who have received the three dosages of polio and DPT, and received the dosages of 
Measles and BCG. 

 *�������� 
���:�� ���  ���	
� ��
�� ������  ����	 �����  ������ ����	 ����� ����� ����	� ������ ����	 �	 �

����.
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 Table 40: Percentage of Children Under Five Years of Age in Gaza Strip  Who are Severely or 
Moderately Undernourished, by Selected Background Characteristics, 2004   

 

����� ��	
������  

Weight for Height

����� ��	
�
����  

Height for Age 

����� ��	
�
����  

Weight for Age 

Background 
Characteristics 

����	����  ��� 

���	��� 

Number 
of 

Children Under 
Five 

��� ��� �	 

 
��
���


������	 

Below  

-3SD 

��� �	 

 ���
���


�������	 

Below   

- 2SD 

��� ��� �	 

 
��
���


������	 

Below  

-3SD 

��� �	 

���
���


�������	

Below 

- 2SD

��� ��� �	 

 
��
���


������	 

Below  

-3SD 

��� �	 

���
���


�������	

Below 

- 2SD 

��	���� ������� 

Sex               ����� 

Males 1,053 0.7 2.1 2.8 10.3 0.6    4.4 
���� 

Females 980  0.6 1.6 2.9 12.5 0.7    5.4 
���� 

Age of Children (Months)        
�� ����� )
� �	�( 

Less than 6 221 0.5 3.5 1.0 4.3 -    1.9 
�� �	 �6 

6-11 226 1.6 4.7 1.8 4.5 -     7.7 
 6�11 

12-23 377 0.3 1.6 4.5 22.3 0.3     7.1 
 12�23 

24-35 396 0.3 1.3 2.7 10.7 1.4    4.7 
24�35 

36-47 380 0.9 1.3 3.2 10.8 1.3    4.8 
36�47 

48-59  360 0.3 0.9 1.8 7.3 -    2.8 
48�59 

Total 2,033 0.7 1.8 2.9 11.4 0.7    4.9 "������ 
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(-): Means there were no observations. 
 

o There are certain missing cases for certain variables such as education and age. 
Missing cases also explain the slight differences in totals observed when comparing 
tables. 

 
o The percentages in the tables are weighted were the observations are un-weighted. 

 
o Gaza Strip Region includes: North Gaza Region (North Gaza and Gaza Governorates), 
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Preface 
 

The Demographic and Health Survey 2004 is the third in a series of surveys completed by the 
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) over a period of eight years. Beginning with 
the first survey in 1996, the second survey was completed in 2000, and the third in 2004. With 
the availability of the 2004 survey data, it becomes possible to examine time trends related to 
demography, fertility and maternal and child health in the context of changing population 
circumstances, and utilize such information in future policy making and planning endeavors.  
 
The surveys are designed to collect, analyze and disseminate demographic and health data 
pertaining to the Palestinian population living in the Palestinian Territory, with a focus on 
demography, fertility, family planning and maternal and child health. The 2004 survey also 
includes new sections and elements, such as basic health information on different groups 
within the population, and others besides married women of childbearing age and children 
less than five years old. It is hoped that by gradually introducing new sections into the 
Palestinian Demographic and Health Survey, it can be transformed into a survey of all of the 
population. 
  
This report presents the main findings of the survey in Gaza Strip Region.   
 
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics hopes that this report will enable planners and 
decision makers to carry out their duties of caring for and promoting health in the Palestinian 
Territory and inform decision and policy makers engaged in the comprehensive national 
development process in the country. 
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Executive Summary 
 

• 60.1% of households in Gaza Strip access to safe drinking water, and 71.6% live in 
dwellings connected to Public Sewer. 

• 93.8% of persons in Gaza Strip are covered by health insurance of some type. 

• 27.1% of males aged 10 years old and over in Gaza Strip are smokers, compared with 
0.8% of females. 

• 1.9% of persons in Gaza Strip indicated being diagnosed with and treated  for diabetes, 
2.3% for blood pressure, 0.8% for cardiovascular diseases and 0.1% for cancer. 

• 43.0% of currently married women in Gaza Strip are using a family-planning method.  
IUD is the most used method (16.2%), followed by birth-control pills (6.4%). 

• 33.3% of women who delivered during the year preceding the survey received a tetanus 
vaccine. 

• 97.2% of mothers giving birth during the last three years preceding the survey received 
antenatal care, and 29.5% received postnatal care from skilled personnel. 

• 99.1% of the total births that occurred during the three years preceding the survey took 
place at health institutions, while 0.7% occurred at home.   

• 8.3% of newborns weighed less than 2.5 kg at birth. 

• 95.7% of newborns in Gaza Strip were breastfed. 

• 15.0% of children under five had diarrhea during the past two weeks preceding the 
survey. 24.7% of them were treated with ORS. 

• 99.7% of children aged 12-23 months old and Immunization card was seen received a 
BCG vaccine, 99.4% received the 3rd dose of DPT and 99.7% received the 3rd dose of 
polio. 

• 11.4% of children under five are stunted, 4.9% suffer from underweight and 1.8% suffer 
from wasting. 
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Chapter One 
 

Introduction 
 

1.1: Objectives of the Survey 

The aim of this survey is to collect data on the health status of the Palestinian population in 
the Palestinian Territory in order to facilitate the monitoring of maternal and child health.  
The collected data are expected to serve as an asset for health planners, health providers, 
policy makers and researchers.  The main objectives of the survey are: 
 

1. To update the available database on the demographic and health status of the 
Palestinians population, particularly women and children. 

2. To provide important data for use by researchers and for policy formulation and 
program development in the Palestinian Territory. 

3. To provide a database on the different demographic, social and economic 
characteristics. 

4. To assess health service provision in relation to maternal and child health. 

5. To enable policy and decision makers to develop future plans and programs on the 
basis of findings of this survey. 

 
 1.2: Report Structure 

This report consists of five chapters.  The first chapter presents the survey objectives and the 
report structure.  The second chapter presents the main definitions and explanations used in 
developing the questionnaire and other research tools. The third one briefly describes the 
main findings, and the fourth chapter presents the methodology used in the survey, consisting 
of questionnaire design, sampling design and response rate, in addition to the fieldwork 
operations and data processing. The last chapter covers data quality.  The main tables are also 
provided.        
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Chapter Two 
 

Definitions and Explanations 
 

Acute Respiratory 

Infections (ARI): 

Acute respiratory infections are the most common illness suffered 
by children, no matter where they live.  ARI are caused by a wide 
variety of disease agents; these include forms of vaccine-
preventable tangent diseases: diphtheria, pertussis and tuberculosis.  
ARI are traditionally divided into two main categories: those of the 
upper respiratory tract (the common cold) and those of the lower 
respiratory tract (primarily pneumonia).  The principal transmission 
factors are high population density, crowded conditions and 
seasonal changes that favor the spread of disease. 

  

Age: The completed age in years of the enumerated person, which is the 
difference between the date of birth and the survey reference period.  
The exact age is the time elapsed between the day of birth and a 
given day, including parts of a year. 

 

 

AIDS: Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, a serious, often fatal 
disease of the immune system transmitted through blood products, 
especially by sexual contact or contaminated needles. 

 

 

Anthropometry: The technique that deals with the measurement of size, weights and 
proportions of the human body.  The anthropometric measurements 
described here are standing height, recumbent length and weight, in 
relation to the age and sex of the child and in accordance with the 
guidelines developed by the CDC and recommended by the WHO. 

 

 

BCG Vaccination: Vaccination through injection given to infants in the first month of 
life to protect against tuberculosis, an infection caused by the 
bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis, affecting primarily the 
respiratory system and spread by coughing and sneezing. 

 

 

Birth Weight: The first weight for the newborn obtained after birth. 
 

 

Breastfeeding: Refers to the method of feeding infants and children and is defined 
as feeding a child breast milk directly from the breast or expressed. 

 

 

Cell: The smallest geographical unit in which fieldwork is carried out. 
Cell boundaries must be clear and easy to recognize in the field. 
Geographic markers such as road streets are usually used as a cell’s 
boundaries. 

 

 

Complementary 

Feeding: 

The child has received both breast milk and solid or semi-solid 
food, i.e. juice, formula, etc. 

 

 

Condom: A sheet or covering made of thin latex rubber to fit over a man’s 
erect penis or inserted into a woman’s vagina. 

 

 

Continued 

Breastfeeding Rate 

(CBFR): 

The proportion of children aged 9-12 months who are still 
breastfeeding. 

 

 

Contraceptive 

Injection: 

A shot that is normally given every three or six months and is also 
known as Depo-Provera or Notriterat. 
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Contraceptive Pill: One of the methods used by women for delaying or avoiding the 
coming pregnancy by taking a tablet every day. 

 

 

Dehydration: Lack or shortage of body fluids. A child who has diarrhea soon 
looses a lot of fluids in her or his stools, thus becoming dehydrated. 

 

 

Diaphragm, Foam, 

Jelly: 

In this case we have grouped together a large number of female 
contraceptive methods that are used in the vagina, including 
diaphragm, sperm foam, jelly, foaming tablets, etc. 

 

 

Diarrhea: The passage of loose or liquid stools more frequently than is normal 
for the individual. Diarrhea may be defined as it is understood by 
respondents or mothers. The interviewers used the mother’s 
definition in this survey.  

 

 

Disease: A disorder or impairment of the normal state of well-being. 
 

 

DPT Vaccination: Combination vaccination against diphtheria, pertussis (whooping 
cough) and tetanus, usually given in a series of injections starting at 
2 months of age followed by 4 months, then 6 months with a 
booster at 12 months of age. 

 

 

Exclusive 

breastfeeding: 

Children aged 0-6 months who are being breastfed and have not 
received any other food or drink, except for vitamins and 
medications. 

 

 

Family Planning 

Method 

A method used for delaying or stopping pregnancy. Modern 
methods include pills, IUD, injection, vaginal methods, female jelly, 
female sterilization, male sterilization and condoms. 

 

 

Folic Acid tablets: Medication containing folic acid in the form of a tablet to prevent or 
treat folic-acid deficiency, especially during pregnancy. 

 

 

Female  

Sterilization: 

Inability of women to conceive as a result of surgical operation. 
There are several types of sterilization operations women can have, 
for example, tubal ligation or removal of the uterus or ovaries. 

 

 

Health Care 

Provider: 

An individual whose responsibility involves one or more of the 
following: the provision, administration, teaching and development 
of health services, activities or supplies. The provider may have 
direct or indirect interest in health industry. 

 

 

Health Insurance Indemnity coverage against financial losses associated with 
occurrence or treatment of health problems. 

 

 

Health Status: The state of health (often in a broad sense) of a specified individual, 
group or population. 

 

 

Health: Many definitions exist. As defined by the World Health 
Organization: “A state of complete physical, mental and social well-
being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity”. 

 

 

Height: Height of the child measured in centimeters as: 
1. Recumbent Length: distance from the crown of the head to the 

sole while the child is measured lying supine  (for children less 
than 2 years of age). 

2. Standing Height: distance from the crown of the head to the sole 
while the child is measured standing (children more than 2 years 
of age). 
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Height for Age: 

 

This parameter reflects the achieved linear growth and its deficit 
indicates long-term cumulative inadequacies of health or nutrition. 
Two related terms are used when describing this parameter: length 
and stature. Length is the measurement while in a recumbent 
position and is used for children under 2 years of age, while stature 
refers to standing height. For simplification, the term height is used 
for both measurements in this report. Low height for age (below –
2SD of the NCHS/WHO reference) ranges from 5 to 65% among 
less developed countries. In low prevalence countries, it is most 
likely due to normal variation, i.e. shortness; in less developed 
countries it is likely to be due to a pathological process, resulting in 
stunting. A pathological process can be from the past or a 
continuous process. 

 

 

Hospital: An institution whose primary function is to provide services 
(diagnostic and therapeutic) for a variety of medical conditions, 
both surgical and non-surgical. Most hospitals also provide some 
outpatient services, particularly emergency care. 

 

 

Household 

Membership: 

Persons staying in the dwelling unit at the time of an interview are 
considered members of the household if (1) the dwelling unit is 
their usual or only place of residence or (2) a place of residence is 
maintained for them here and elsewhere, but they spend most of 
their time in this residence. 

 

 

Household: One person or a group of persons with or without a family 
relationship who live in the same dwelling unit, share meals and 
make joint provisions for food and other essentials of living. 

 

 

Immunization: Immunization is one of the sharpest tools for cutting into the vicious 
infections cycle and reducing the severity and frequency of setbacks 
to the normal development of the child in his or her formative years. 

 

 

Iron Tablets: Medication containing an iron supplement given in the form of a 
tablet or syrup to prevent or treat iron-deficiency anemia. 

 

 

IUD: A flexible, plastic intrauterine device. It often has copper wire or 
sleeves on it.  It is inserted into the women’s uterus through her 
vagina. 

 

 

Male Sterilization: This is a comparatively minor operation done on men for 
contraceptive purposes. 

 

 

Malnutrition: 

 

Malnutrition means “badly nourished” but it is more than a measure 
of what we eat or fail to eat. Clinically, malnutrition is characterized 
by an inadequate intake of protein, energy and micronutrients and 
by frequent infections or disease. Nutritional status is the result of 
the complex interaction between the food we eat, our overall state of 
health and the environment in which we live – in short, food, health 
and caring, the three “pillars of well-being”. 
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Maternity Care/ 

Antenatal Care: 

Giving birth requires the most sustained medical attention that 
should be provided through a comprehensive program of maternity 
care. Such a program should include examination, evaluation, 
observation, treatment and education of the pregnant woman and 
should be directed toward making pregnancy, labor and delivery as 
normal and safe as possible for mothers and their infants. 

 

 

Measles 

Vaccination 

Vaccination through injection given once at 9 months of age to 
protect against measles, which is an acute and highly contagious 
viral disease occurring primarily in children. A second dose follows 
at 15 months of age, combined with Rubella and Mumps vaccines 
and called MMR.   

 

 

Measurer: A trained enumerator who actually measures the height and weight 
of children. 

 

 

MMR: An injection given at 15 months of age in order to immunize the 
child against Measles, Mumps, and Rubella. 

 

 

Modern Methods of 

Contraception: 

These include male and female sterilization, pills, IUD, injection, 
male and female condoms, diaphragms and foam/jelly. 

 

 

Neonatal Tetanus: A disease that kills many babies. This disease can be easily 
prevented by a woman receiving immunization against tetanus 
while she is pregnant with the baby before birth. This immunization 
is usually given to pregnant women as an injection in the arm. 
However, more than one injection may be required in order to 
provide protection. 

 

 

Nutritional Status: A description of the current status of the child, both in terms of 
immediate acute factors such as inadequate current intake of food, 
childhood diseases and diarrhea leading to wasting, as well as the 
accumulated impact of chronic deprivation leading to stunting. 

 

 

Oral Rehydration 

Solution (ORS): 

Solutions for the prevention of dehydration in infants and children. 
These are either commercially produced sachets or tablets or can be 
prepared at home with fluids that contain both salt and nutrients. 

 

 

Oral Rehydration 

Therapy (ORT): 

ORT is given to prevent and treat dehydration during episodes of 
diarrhea by giving a child fluids by mouth. ORT is a threefold 
strategy that combines administration of a simple solution of sugar 
and salt with continued feeding through a diarrhea episode and 
referral when appropriate. 

 

 

Pilot Survey: Duplication of the final proposed survey design on a small scale 
from beginning to end. 

 

 

Polio Vaccination: Vaccination by oral drops against an acute infection that can cause 
paralysis in children. It has the same schedule as DPT in children 
under 5 years of age with am addition of two injectable doses given 
at 1 and 2 months of age. 
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Primary Health 

Care: 

First contact and continuing comprehensive health care, including 
basic or initial diagnosis and treatment, health, supervision, 
management of chronic conditions and preventive health services. 
The provision of primary care does not necessarily require highly 
sophisticated equipment or specialized resources. 

 

 

Reference Date: The date referred to is 17/05/2004, in which the calculation of vital 
rates and ages was done. 

 

 

Reproductive 

Health: 

Defined by WHO as a state of physical, mental and social well-
being in all matters relating to the reproductive system at all stages 
of life. The term implies that people are able to have the capability 
to reproduce and the freedom to decide if, when and how often to do 
so. Implicit in this are the rights of men and women to be informed 
and to have access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable 
methods of the family planning method of their choice and the right 
to appropriate health-care services that enable women to safely go 
through pregnancy and childbirth. 

 

 

Safe Drinking 

Water: 

Water piped into the dwelling or yard, a public tap, a tube, a well or 
borehole with pump, a protected well or spring or rainwater. 

 

 

Skilled Health 

Personnel: 

Doctors, nurses, midwives, community health workers, health 
educator, etc. 

 

 

Smoker: The individual (10 years old and over) who smokes one cigarette or 
more a day, including pipe and narghile smokers. 

 

 

Supplementary 

Feeding: 

Any liquid (including milk) or solid given while the child is still 
receiving breast milk. 

 

 

Tetanus: A life-threatening disease caused by toxins produced by the 
bacterium Clostridium tetani, which often grows at the site of a cut 
or wound. Tetanus usually occurs after an acute injury, such as a 
puncture wound or laceration that has been contaminated with dirt 
containing the clostridium spores.  

 

 

Tetanus Toxoid 

Vaccination: 

Tetanus toxoid injections are given during pregnancy for the 
prevention of neonatal tetanus. 

 

 

Wasting: Low weight-for-height indicates wasting (i.e. “thinness”), which is 
one of the best indicators of current and acute malnutrition, i.e. a 
deficit in tissues and fat mass compared with what expected in a 
normal child of the same length/height. It is generally associated 
with failure to gain weight or loss of weight. 

 

 

Weaning:  The process whereby the child becomes accustomed to taking 
liquids or solids other than breast milk. 

 

 

Weight: Measurement of a child’s total body mass underside. 
 

 

Weight for Age: 

 

This parameter is influenced by both the height and weight of the 
child. It reflects the long- and short-term health of an individual or 
population. Lightness and underweight have been used to describe 
normal and pathological processes. High weight for age is not used 
to describe obesity. 
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Weight for Height: 

 

This parameter reflects body weight to height. Its use carries the 
advantage of requiring no knowledge of age. However it is not a 
substitute for other indicators. Low weight for height is called 
thinness, if normal, or wasting, if pathological, and can reflect a 
recent or chronic condition. Prevalence in non-disaster areas is 
around 5%. A lack of evidence of wasting in a population does not 
imply the absence of current nutritional problems. 

 

 

Withdrawal: A traditional family-planning method used by couples by 
ejaculating outside the vagina. 
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Chapter Three 
 

Main Findings 
 

3.1: Public Health 

Results showed that 93.8% of persons in Gaza Strip region reported having some sort of 
health insurance.  
 
The survey findings indicated that 27.1 % of males 10 years old and over practiced a smoking 
habit, compared to 0.8% among females in Gaza Strip region. 
 
In regard to reports on having a disease and receiving treatment for it, 1.9% of persons in 
Gaza Strip region indicated having diabetes, 2.3% hypertension, 0.8% a cardiovascular 
disease, 0.1% cancer, 0.3% peptic ulcer, 0.7% asthma and 0.3% epilepsy. 
 

Data indicated that 60.1% of the household in Gaza Strip live in dwellings access to safe 
drinking water. 71.6% live in dwellings connected to Public Sewer. 

 
3.2: Child Nutrition 

4.9% of under-five children in Gaza Strip region were found to be underweight or too thin for 
their age. 11.4% of children were stunted or too short for their age and 1.8% were wasted or 
too thin for their height. 
 
95.7% of children born in the three years preceding the survey were breastfed. 
                                                                                                                        
Results showed that 8.3% of infants in Gaza Strip region were estimated to weigh less than 
2,500 grams at birth.  
 

3.3: Maternal Care 

Current use of contraception was reported at 43.0% of currently married women in Gaza Strip 
region.  The most popular method was the IUD, which was used by 16.2% of currently 
married women, followed by pills, used by 6.4% of currently married women.   
 
Data indicated that the percentage of women in Gaza Strip region who gave birth during the 
year preceding the survey and received tetanus toxoid was 33.3%. 
 
Virtually, 97.2% of women in Gaza Strip region who gave birth in the three years preceding 
the survey received antenatal care. 
 
According to the place of delivery, data showed that 99.1% of births in Gaza Strip region in 
the three years preceding the survey occurred at health institutions, while 0.7% occurred at 
home.                                                                               
 
Concerning the type of delivery, the results indicated that 70.6% of births in Gaza Strip region 
in the three years preceding the survey (last two births) occurred normally, 14.9% occurred by 
using episiotomy, 2.3% by using forceps and suction, while 12.2% occurred by using a 
caesarian section. 
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The percentage of births in the last three years preceding the survey (last two births) where 
mothers have received post-natal care from skilled personnel was 29.5 % for Gaza Strip 
region. 
 
3.4:  Child Care 

99.7% of children aged 12-23 months old in Gaza Strip region received BCG vaccines, while 
the third dose of DPT was given to 99.4%.  Similarly, 99.7% of children received the third 
dose of the polio vaccine. These data include children with an immunization card.  
 
15.0% of under-five children in Gaza Strip region had a diarrhea episode and received 
treatment for it in the two weeks preceding the survey. 24.7% of them received one or more 
of the recommended home treatments (i.e., were treated with ORS).  64.7% of children with 
diarrhea received excess fluids as recommended.   
 
20.0% of under-five children in Gaza Strip region had an acute respiratory infection in the 
two weeks preceding the survey. 
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Chapter Four 
 

Methodology 
 
4.1:  The Survey Questionnaire 

The questionnaire was developed by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics after revision 
and adaptation of the following standard questionnaires: 
1. Health Survey questionnaire that was implemented by the Palestinian Central Bureau of 

Statistics in 2000 
2. Demographic Survey questionnaire that was implemented by the Palestinian Central 

Bureau of Statistics in 1995 
3. UNICEF questionnaire for Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS II) 
4. Standard Demographic and Health survey questionnaire 
5. PAP FAM standard questionnaire 
6. Demographic and Health Survey questionnaires (DHS) from other countries. 
 
The demographic and health survey in 2004 questionnaire consisted of four main parts: 

1. Control Sheet, which includes items related to quality control, sample identification, 
interview schedule and interview outcome. 

 
2. Household questionnaire, which includes the following sections: 

• The Household Roster including demographic variables such as age, sex, 
relation to the head of the household, date of birth and health variables such as 
health insurance and smoking. 

• The Housing section including questions on housing conditions, such as water, 
sanitation and iodized salt. 

 
3. Women’s health questionnaire. This questionnaire was designed to collect data for all 

ever-married women 15-54 years old. It consists of six sections: 

• Reproduction 

• Family planning  

• Antenatal care and breastfeeding 

• Tetanus toxoid vaccination 

• Desire for reproduction 

• Knowledge of HIV 
 

4. Child health questionnaire: This part consists of three sections:  

• Child health and child immunization for under-five children 

• Anthropometry for under-five children 

• Child education for children aged 5-17 years 
 
4.2: Sampling 

 

4.2.1: Target Population 

The target population consisted of all Palestinian households that usually reside in the 
Palestinian Territory. This type of survey concentrated on two subpopulations: The first is 
ever-married women 15-54 years old, and the second is under-five children. 
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4.2.2: Sample Frame 

The list of all Palestinian households has been constructed by updating some identification 
variables from the data collected through the Population Census of 1997. The master sample 
was drawn up to be used for different sample surveys. It consists of 481 enumeration areas 
(EA) (the average size of about 150 households). The master sample was the sample frame for 
the current Demographic and Heath Survey of 2004. The selected EA were divided into small 
units called cells (with an average size of 25 households). One cell per EA was selected.  
 
4.2.3: Sample Size 

The number of households in the sample was 6,574 households: 4,456 in the West Bank and 
2,118 in Gaza Strip. 
 
4.2.4: Sample Design 

The sample type was a stratified two-stage random sample: 
First stage: 260 EAs were selected from all Palestinian territory, 56 in Gaza Strip. 
Second stage: A systematic random sample of 25 households was selected from each EA in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. For the part of Jerusalem that was annexed by Israel after the 
1967 war, 30 households were selected from each EA. 
 
4.2.5: Response Rates 

Overall 88.2% of the questionnaires were completed, 84.1% in the West Bank, and 96.9% in 
Gaza Strip. 
 
4.2.6: Weighing 

Weights have been calculated for each sampling unit. Weights reflect the sampling 
procedures. To make the weighing procedure feasible and simple, we assumed that the 
households have been selected directly within the EA. 
 
The weighing procedure considered the total Palestinian population in the beginning of the 
second quarter of the year 2004 and their distribution by region, sex and age group. 
 
4.2.7: Variance 

It is important to calculate the sampling error and to show it beside the estimates. This gives 
the data user an idea about the efficiency and accuracy of the estimates. 
 
The total survey errors are divided into two types: sampling errors and non-sampling errors. 
Non-sampling errors arose from implementing data collection and data processing, such as 
failure to interview the correct unit or mistakes made by the interviewer or the respondent. It 
is still difficult to estimate the non-sampling errors. However, many procedures have been 
adopted to reduce the non-sampling errors. 
 
Sampling errors on the other hand are a measure of the variability between all possible 
samples. Sampling errors can be estimated from the survey results.  
 
The variance calculation uses the method of Ultimate Clusters; the variance formula depends 
on the type of estimate (ratios, means, totals, etc.). For this purpose we use a statistical 
package for variance calculation called CENEVAR.  
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4.3: Reference Date 

The reference date for the Demographic and Health Survey was 17/05/2004. 
 
4.4: Pilot Study 
The aim of the pilot study was to test all activities related to the main survey, questionnaire, 
training, survey instructions and procedures, sample, interviews, data entry and data 
processing. 
 
The pilot took place in April 2004. The sample size was 150 households, or 75 households in 
each the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The survey was carried out by two fieldwork teams, each 
consisting of six interviewers, one supervisor, one editor, one assistant and one field work 
coordinator. 
 
The survey results were evaluated by several means through conducting debriefing meetings 
with fieldwork teams, and changes in the survey plan were carried out as required. 
   
4.5: Fieldwork Operations 

 

4.5.1: Recruitment 

Recruitment of fieldworkers was restricted to women. The fieldwork directorate at PCBS 
screened all available female applicants. A scale was designed to rank applicants using 
objective criteria. Four committees to interview applicants in Ramallah, Nablus, Hebron and 
Gaza were formed. Seventy-nine interviewers, 16 interviewers’ assistants and 32 
coordinators, supervisors and editors were selected to work in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
 
4.5.2: Training 
The draft fieldwork manual prepared for the pilot was reviewed, edited and utilized for the 
main fieldwork training. 
 
The main training was via videoconference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Training 
lasted for an intensive 11 days. A group of doctors was recruited to deliver lectures on 
different parts of the questionnaires. 
 
The training materials consisted of the following basic survey documents: questionnaires and 
interviewer and supervisor’s instructions manual. 
 
The training course for interviewers consisted of: 
- Classroom lectures on the objectives and organization of the survey 
- Detailed explanation of the questionnaire 
- The art of asking questions 
 
The principles of interviewing were addressed by the demonstration of an interview through 
role-playing and practice interviews. 
 
4.5.3: Fieldwork Organization 

The main fieldwork in the West Bank and Gaza Strip started on May 20, 2004, and was 
completed on July 7, 2004. 
 
Seventeen mobile teams in the West Bank and Gaza Strip undertook fieldwork. Each team 
consisted of three to five interviewers, one supervisor, one assistant and one field editor. 
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Fieldwork teams implemented field editing, which included further spot-checks if needed.  
The field editor thoroughly checked and corrected any obvious mistakes and slips. 
 
4.5.4: Editing in the Field 

Fieldwork procedures and organization were designed to ensure adequate supervision and the 
collection of high quality data.  To this end, several quality-control measures were used, 
including periodic sudden visits by the professional staff to the field team, adequate 
communications between the central office staff and the field in the form of daily and weekly 
reporting, re-interviewing of about 10% of the sample households by supervisors, spot-
checking ages of eligible women, observation of interviewers by supervisors, distribution of 
written memos to the field when confusion arose, adequate documentation of the flow of the 
questionnaire through control sheets and limiting call backs to three visits per household. 
 
4.6: Data Processing 

BLAIZE was used in the data entry. Data entry was organized in a number of files, 
corresponding to the main parts of the questionnaire. 
 
A data-entry template was designed to reflect an exact image of the questionnaire and 
included various electronic checks: logical check, consistency checks and cross-validation.  
Continuously thorough checks on the overall consistency of the data files were conducted, 
and some questionnaires were sent back to the field for corrections. 
 
Data entry started in May 25, 2004, and finished on July 30, 2004. Data cleaning and 
checking processes were initiated simultaneously with the data entry. Thorough data quality 
checks and consistency checks were carried out. 
 
Final tabulation of results was performed using the statistical package SPSS for Windows 
(version 8.0) and specialized health and demographic analysis programs. 
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Chapter Five 
 

Data Quality 
 
5.1: Introduction 
Since the data reported here are based on a sample survey and not on complete enumeration, 
they are subjected to two main types of errors: sampling errors and non-sampling errors.   
 
Sampling errors are random outcomes of the sample design and are, therefore, easily 
measurable. 

 
Non-sampling errors can occur at various stages of the survey implementation in data 
collection and data processing and are generally difficult to be evaluated statistically.  They 
cover a wide range of errors, including errors resulting from non-response, sample frame 
coverage, data processing and response (both respondent and interviewer-related).  The use of 
effective training and supervision and the careful design of questions are measures that have 
direct bearing on the magnitude of non-sampling errors and, hence, on the quality of the 
resulting data. 
 
5.2: Evaluation of Demographic and Health Data 

Demographic data are in particular subjected to various other sources of non-sampling errors, 
and there are standard techniques to assess the seriousness of these errors. The quality of the 
age data is of particular importance in demographic surveys, because the age distribution is 
needed for various demographic purposes.   
 
Age-reporting errors result from incorrect reporting by respondents during enumeration, 
misunderstanding of the questions concerning age, mistakes during data entry or, more 
importantly in our context, respondents not knowing their exact age. Age-reporting errors 
occur in all surveys, and this one is no exception. However, the quantum and seriousness of 
the errors varies a great deal among surveys. It should be mentioned that questions were asked 
about both completed age and dates of birth in this survey, and official documents were used 
whenever possible to obtain these data.  
 
A standard way to evaluate the data is to check the extent of age heaping in convenient digits, 
most commonly 0 and 5. The Wipple index was 103.9 for both sexes, indicating that the data 
are free of age heaping at digits 0 and 5. The Mayers and Bachi indices are 5.1 and 2.9 
respectively, showing little heaping at single years. 
 

5.2.1: Antenatal Care 

37.4% of women with recent births in Palestinian Territory are protected against neonatal 
tetanus. The vast majority of these women received two or more doses of tetanus toxoid 
within the last three years. Among the regions, women living in the West Bank are most 
likely to be protected (43.6%) while those living in Gaza Strip are the least likely to be 
protected (33.3%).                                                                                                                                          
 
Female respondents who had births in the three years prior to the survey were asked whether 
they had received antenatal care for any birth and, if so, what type of person provided the 
care. If the woman saw more than one type of provider, all were recorded in the questionnaire.   
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5.2.2: Child Immunization 

In the Demographic and Health Survey of 2004, mothers were asked to provide vaccination 
cards for children under the age of five. Interviewers copied vaccination information from the 
cards onto the survey questionnaire. Mothers were also probed to report any vaccinations the 
child received that did not appear on the card. Overall, 72.9% of children had health cards 
67.7% in Gaza Strip. If the child did not have a card, the mother was briefed with a short 
description of each vaccine and asked to recall whether or not the child had received it and, 
for DPT and polio vaccines, how many times. In this survey we found that only 7.8% of 
children under the age of five did not have health cards, 12.3% in Gaza Strip. 
 
5.2.3: Breastfeeding 

Complementary feeding refers to children who receive breast milk and solid or semi-solid 
food. In this survey, data on breastfeeding was collected for children born in the last three 
years preceding the survey.   
 
5.2.4: Child Nutrition 

  Children were weighed and measured (approximately 95.4% of children, 97.8% in Gaza 
Strip), and those whose measurements are outside a plausible range were excluded. In 
addition, a small number of children whose birth dates were not known were excluded.  

 
Children under the age of two years were measured lying down, while children under the age 
of five years were measured standing up as recommended. 
 
5.2.5: Illness 

In the Demographic and Health Survey of 2004 questionnaire, mothers (or caretakers) were 
asked to report whether their child had had diarrhea in the two weeks prior to the survey. If 
so, the mother was asked a series of questions about what the child had to drink and eat 
during the episode and whether this was more or less than what the child usually ate and 
drank.  It is found that the percentage of mothers who did not know whether her child suffer 
from any illnesses during the past two weeks preceding the survey was 0.1%. 
 

  Children with acute respiratory infection are defined as those who had an illness with a cough 
accompanied by rapid or difficult breathing and whose symptoms were due to a problem in 
the chest, or both a problem in the chest and a blocked nose, or whose mother did not know 
the source of the problem. 
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